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PREFACE  TO  THE  FIRST  EDITION. 


The  Study  of  Political  Science  has  received  a  great  impulse  iu 
the  United  States  since  the  Civil  War.  In  the  schools,  the  change 
19  particularly  marked.  This  is  owing  to  the  direct  influence  of  the 
:aBiiig  number  and  difficulty  or  political  problems 
attending  tbe  development  of  society,  and  to  the  growth  of  interest 
a  human  questions  all  over  the  civilized  world. 

The  change  in  the  character  of  llie  work  done  in  Bchoola  isalmost 
s  marked  as  the  change  in  its  quantity,  A  generation  ago,  such 
work  WBB  practically  limited  to  the  study  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  carried  on  in  a,  very  narrow  way.  The  sole  text-book 
was  the  traditionary  "  Civil  Government  "  that  still  liugers  iu  some 
schools.  This  the  introduction  of  the  historical  and  scionti&c  meth- 
ods of  investigation  and  teaching  has  changed  for  the  better.  The 
iield  of  BtuJy  has  continued  to  widen  until,  in  the  best  schools,  it 
can  no  longer  be  covered  even  by  the  ablest  students,  and  it  has  be- 
come a  serious  matter  to  know  what  portion  of  it  to  cultivate. 

As  the  result  of  much  experience  both  as  a  studeut  aud  a  teacher 
of  the  subject,  the  author  is  of  the  opinion  that,  not  only  in  the 
High  School  aud  the  Academy,  but  also  in  the  College,  the  Amer- 
ican Government  should  still  be  the  ccutral  subject  of  study  in  this 
field,  This  opinion  he  holds  on  both  practical  and  pedagogical 
grounds.  He  is  further  of  the  opinion,  that  this  study  should  em- 
brace a.  comprehensive  view  of  the  origin  and  growth  of  the  Amer- 
ican Government,  aud  an  adequate  historical  and  eiegetical  com- 
mentary upon  our  dual  Constitution,  National  and  State.  He  bss 
accordingly  attempted  to  furnish  a  text-book  embodying  these  ideas. 

The  university  student  may  profitably  study  books  devoted  to  the 
principles  of  Constitutional  Law;  but  such  a  treatise  is  not  the  test- 
book  that  the  average  college  student,  with  his  power  of  generaliza- 
tion aud  compass  of  facta,  needs.  He  will  find  a  careful  study  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  Stales,  accompanied  by  suitable  historical 
discussion  and  illustration,  far  more  proSlable  than  constitutional 
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disquisitions.  Hence,  the  central  position  in  this  book  is  assigned  to 
the  National  Constitution.  Still,  it  is  not  so  much  the  Constitution 
as  a  document  written  in  1787,  as  the  Constitution  developed  by  the 
life  of  the  people  and  construed  by  Congress,  by  the  Executive,  and 
by  the  Courts  as  shown  in  our  Legislative,  Administrative,  and  Jurid- 
ical history.  It  is  the  living  and  working  Constitution  that  con- 
cerns the  American  youth,  and  not  simply  a  document ;  the  Constitu- 
tion in  action,  and  not  the  Constitution  in  a  book.  Hence  the  author 
has  striven,  in  accord  with  the  later  and  better  tendency  in  treating 
such  subjects,  to  make  his  book  strong  in  its  historical  elements. 
Constitutions  are  not  made,  they  grow. 

Hitherto  the  National  Government  has  occupied  disproportionate 
attention  in  teaching  the  American  Government  The  States  have 
almost  fallen  out  of  sight.  In  this  treatise,  due  prominence  has  been 
given  to  the  fact  that  this  Government  is  dual  or  federal,  and  that 
the  citizen  has  two  loyalties  and  two  patriotisms.  It  is  written  in  the 
spirit  of  the  aphorism :  An  Indestructible  Union  composed  of  Inde- 
structible States.  The  growth  of  this  dual  system  has  been  traced 
from  its  roots  in  the  first  feeble  English  settlements  planted  in  Vir- 
ginia and  Massachusetts.  But  it  has  not  been  thought  necessary,  or 
even  desirable,  to  describe  the  State  system  at  as  much  length  as  the 
National  system. 

It  would  have  been  easy  greatly  to  extend  the  references  to  books. 
But  an  over-extended  Literature  commonly  defeats  its  own  ends.  The 
common  student  especially  is  lost  in  the  multitude  of  titles  cited. 
The  aim  has  therefore  been  to  make  a  helpful  bibliography  rather 
than  an  extensive  one. 

Due  pains  have  been  taken  to  secure  accuracy  of  fact  and  state- 
ment ;  but,  as  a  matter  of  course,  errors  will  creep  into  a  book  that 
contains  so  much  matter-of-fact  material  as  this  one  contains. 

With  these  words  of  explanation,  the  author  commends  ''The 
American  Government  *'  to  the  consideration  of  students  and  teachers 
of  this  most  engaging  and  important  branch  of  knowledge. 

B.  A.  HiNSDAIfK. 

The  University  of  Michigan  ^  June  /,  i8gi. 


PREFACE  TO  THE  REVISED  EDITION. 

The  material  parts  of  the  preface  to  the  First  Edition  of  this 
Work  have  been  retained.  This  New  Edition  has  been  revised 
throughout,  and  is  printed  wholly  from  new  plates.  Some  important 
changes  have  been  made,  as  follows : 

1.  Old  matter  has  been  somewhat  differently  distributed;  for 
example,  a  number  of  topics  have  been  transferred  from  Part  III.  to 
Part  I,  and  some  of  the  chapters  have  been  divided. 

2.  Many  paragraphs  have  been  wholly  rewritten  in  the  interest 
either  of  greater  clearness  or  of  greater  fullness  of  treatment,  and 
still  other  paragraphs  have  been  divided  or  consolidated. 

3.  Many  new  paragraphs  and  several  new  chapters  have  been 
introduced.  Mention  may  be  made  of  Chapters  XII.-XV.,  which 
form  a  general  introduction  to  Part  II. 

4.  The  bibliographies  have  been  broken  up,  and,  as  a  rule,  dis- 
tributed to  the  particular  chapters  to  which  they  relate.  A  Bibli- 
ographical Index  also  has  been  added. 

5.  Some  very  general  suggestions  to  teachers  that  were  before 
put  in  the  Preface,  have  been  considerably  expanded  and  assigned  a 
separate  place  in  the  volume. 

With  these  additional  explanations,  Thk  Ami^rican  Govern- 
ment is  again  commended  to  the  consideration  of  students  and 
teachers. 

The  thanks  of  the  author  are  due  to  Dr.  A.  R.  Benton,  of  Butler 
University,  Professors  E.  B.  Wakefield  and  C.  M.  Young,  of  Hiram 
College  and  the  University  of  South  Dakota  respectively  (both  his 
former  pupils  at  Hiram  College),  Professor  F.  H.  White,  of  the  State 
Agricultural  College,  of  Kansas,  and  Professor  A.  C.  McLaughlin, 
of  the  University  of  Michigan,  for  valuable  suggestions  in  making  the 
revision. 

The  University  0/ Michigan,  June  It  iSgs- 
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SUGGESTIONS  TO  TEACHERS. 

This  book  has  been  written  with  three  classes  of  persons  con- 
stantly in  mind.  These  are  students  who  are  studying  the  American 
Government  in  Colleges,  students  who  are  studying  it  in  High 
Schools,  Academies,  or  Normal  Schools  of  high  grade,  and  teachers 
of  History  and  Civics  in  Elementary  and  Secondary  Schools.  Its 
adaptation  at  once  to  college  and  secondary  school  students  will  be 
explained  further  on  ;  but  here  it  may  be  remarked  that  teachers  in 
schools  who  are  using  a  book  of  lower  grade  than  this  one,  often 
want,  and  perhaps  still  oftener  need^  a  book  of  high  grade  for  their 
own  study  and  improvement.  Still  further,  the  book  is  adapted,  it  is 
confidently  believed,  to  the  wants  of  several  important  classes  of  per- 
sons who  are  outside  of  schools  altogether  ;  young  men  and  women 
carrying  on  private  study,  members  of  improvement  societies  and 
reading  clubs  and  circles,  editors  and  political  writers  and  speakers 
desiriug  a  manual  of  political  information  for  handy  reference,  and 
intelligent  citizens  generally,  who  so  often  find  it  necessary  to  en- 
large or  to  refresh  their  knowledge  of  the  government  under  which 
they  live. 

It  will  be  a  service  to  all  these  classes  of  persons,  and  particularly 
to  teachers,  to  state  the  cardinal  features  of  the  work. 

I.  The  range  and  variety  of  topics  introduced,  the  fullness  of 
Knowledge  furnished,  and  the  discriminating  judgment  shown  in  the 
selection  of  both  topics  and  material.  A  large  circle  of  reading 
and  study  has  been  drawn  upon ;  books  of  history,  volumes  of  stat- 
utes and  law  reports,  treatises  on  political  science  and  on  constitu- 
tional law,  reports  of  the  public  departments  and  bureaus,  mono- 
graphs, publications  of  learned  societies,  lives  and  works  of  public 
men,  etc.  There  is  not  now  before  the  public  a  volume  of  equal  size, 
if  indeed  of  any  size,  that  will  favorably  compare  with  Ths  Ambri- 
CAN  Government  in  these  particulars. 

II.  The  manner  in  which  the  matter  has  been  distributed  and 
organized.  First,  mention  should  be  made  of  the  grand  divisions  of 
the  subject :  The  Making  of  the  Government,  its  National  side,  and 
its  State  side.  Particular  pains  have  been  taken  to  present  these  in 
proper  proportion  and  equipose.  Next  is  the  careful  distribution  of 
the  matter  in  chapters  embracing  distinct  subjects.  It  will  be  ob- 
served that  there  are  no  ** continued*'  chapters.  And  finally,  the 
handling  of  the  paragraph.  The  author  has  constantly  made  it  a 
point  to  seize  clearly  some  single  topic,  or  phase  of  a  topic,  to  make 
it  the  unit  of  treatment,  and  then  to  mark  the  paragraph  off  from  all 
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other  paragraphs  bygiving  it  a  distinct  title  and  uumber,  thus  arrest- 
ing and  fixing  the  atteulion  of  the  reader  upon  the  successive  units 
of  thought.  When  once  tUe  stuiieut  has  taken  in  the  scope  of  the 
chapter,  or  large  division  of  the  chapter,  if  there  be  anch  divisions, 
the  nest  thing  for  him  to  do  is  to  grasp  lirmly  the  idea  convejed 
by  the  title  of  the  paragraph  before  him,  proceeding  thus  in  order. 
At  this  point,  aa  in  the  case  of  other  iKioks  similarly  constructed, 
the  inexperienced  student  needs  some  assistance  from  his  teacher. 
"Side  heads,"  aa  these  titles  of  paragraphs  are  called,  serve  as 
hauiJleB  by  which  to  seize  tbe  salient  featuresof  the  subjects  treated; 
and  many  an  excellent  treatise  suffers  from  want  of  tbem,  offering 
no  projections  upon  which  the  student  can  eabily  lay  hold,  but  only 
a  smooth  surface. 

III.  The  adaptation  of  the  book,  as  is  believed,  to  the  needs  oi 
students  and  otber  persons  who,  (or  various  reasons,  wish  to  give 
different  amounts  of  time  to  tbe  subject,  pursuing  it,  some  more  and 
some  less  thoroughly,  and  so  to  different  grades  of  schools,  as  the 
College  and  High  School  or  Academy.  Owing  to  the  importance  of 
this  third  topic,  it  will  be  well  to  go  somewhat  into  detail. 

1.  Thelntroductiondeals  with  the  leading  conceptions  and  terms 
of  Political  Science;  it  is  not  an  integral  part  of  the  book,  and 
teachera  can  make  more  or  less  use  of  it,  or  none  at  all,  as  they  may 
elect. 

2.  Some  teachers  who  have  taught  tbe  making  of  the  Govern- 
ment as  a  part  of  history,  will  wish  practically  to  limit  their  instruc- 
tion to  the  Government  aa  it  is  under  its  National  and  Stita  aspects. 
These  should  either  omit  the  lotroduetion  and  Part  I.  altogether,  or 
touch  them  but  lightly. 

3.  Others  will  wish  to  teach  the  National  Government,  with 
merely  incidental  reference  to  the  Stiles.  These  should  omit  Part 
III. 

4.  Still  others  may  wish  only  a  Manual  of  the  Constitution,  with 
matter  on  the  two  other  topics  to  which  theycan  refer  their  students. 
These  will  find  such  a  mShual  in  Part  II. 

5.  Two  kinds  of  type  have  been  used  throughout.  The  main 
propositions,  making  up  the  skeleton  of  the  discussion,  are  put  iu 
the  larger  type  ;  the  subordinate  propositions,  devoted  to  an  enlarged 
view  of  the  subject,  or  to  the  illustration  of  particular  topics,  in 
smaller  type.  The  result  is  that  nearly  all  the  chapters  contain  a 
double  view  of  their  subject, — the  one  mare  compendious,  the  other 
more  elaborate ;  or,  iu  other  words,  two  books  have  in  reality  been 
put  inside  the  same  covers.  Take  for  example  Chapter  I.,  the 
subject  of  which  is,  "The  Thirteen  English  Colonies  Planted." 
The  series  of  paragraphs,  "The  Bight  of  Discovery,'*  "  First  Di da- 
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n  of  North  America,"  "  Londoa  and  Plymouth  Campsaios,"  "  Col- 
liea  planted  by  Companies,"  "Colonies  Planted  liy  Proprietora," 
"Voluntary  Colonies,"  "  Agency  of  tlie  Home  Goveroaient,'' 
"Classes  of  Colonials,"  "Ideas  of  the  English  Colonista,"  and  the 
"Rights  of  Eugliahmeii,"  furnish  an  outline  Lo  those  who  wish  merely 
au  outliue.  The  special  treatment  of  the  Southern  Colonies, — Vir- 
ginia, M.irylaud,  the  Caroliuas,  and  Georgia  ;  the  Nor. hern  Colonies, 
embracing  the  Plymouth  Company,  Plymouth,  the  Plymouth  Com- 
pact, Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island,  and  New  Hamp- 
shire; the  Middle  Colonies, — New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania, 
and  Delaware, — will  enlarge  the  field  and  meet  the  wants  of  those 
who  wish  a  fuller  view  of  American  Colonization.  Or  take  Chapter 
III,,  "America  Independent."  The  paragraphs  in  larger  type  will 
give  a  limited  view,  while  these  iu  conneclioo  with  those  in  smaller 
type  will  give  a  comprehensive  view,  of  the  movement  for  iudepend- 


The  obvious  conclusion  is  this :  If  the  lime  allotted  to  thesubject, 
and  the  ability  of  the  pnpil  or  class,  are  sufficieut  to  justify  the 
attempt,  all  the  matter  can  be  presented  ;  but  if  the  time  allotted  to 
the  subject,  or  the  ability  of  the  class,  does  not  admit  of  such  ex- 
tended treatment,  then  the  work  can  be  easily  limited  to  suit  cir- 
cumstances. What  the  author  regards  as  good  reasons  for  teaching 
the  Federal  Government  be/ore  the  State  Governments,  at  the  stage 
of  progress  that  this  work   represenls,   are  presented  in   Chapte 


Those  teachers  who  do  t 
have  some  special  end  to  gain,  c 
III.  If  Part  1.  is  to  be  studied  a 
be  taken  before  the  other  two,  o: 


?erse  the  order  of  Pnrts  II.  and 
o  matter  how  hastily,  it  should 
■r  of  them. 

A  competent  teacher  of  the  subject  of  Government  will  naturally 
turn  his  mind  to  its  pedagogical  aide.  The  question  will  arise. 
What  is  the  educational  value  of  the  study  ?  To  this  question  a 
few  remarks  may  be  directed. 

Below  the  college,  at  least,  the  principal  end  of  the  s\udy  should 
he  practical.  The  study  of  government  is  the  pursuit  of  political 
knowledge,  and  such  knowledge  is  valuable,  first  of  all,  for  practical 
purposes.  The  art  of  politics,  or  of  government,  is  oue  of  the  moal 
important  arts.  It  concerns,  and  should  interest,  everybody,  Man 
is  a  social  being ;  he  lives  in,  and  must  live  in,  society.  But  society 
cannot  exist  without  government,  and  this  want  again  is  met  by 
man's  political  nature.  Still  more,  he  attains  his  fullest  perfection, 
in  that  sooial  condition  which  we  call  civil  society,  or  the  slate  ;  and 
this  «)odition  involves  government  of  au  elabnrate  and  highly  organ- 
ized form.  These  ideas  have  been  duly  set  forth  in  the  Introduction. 
However,  the  point  ii  not  there  made,  or  at  least  is  not  insisted 


I: 
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upon,  tbat  the  successful  opetatiau  of  a  higlily  orgauized  govern- 
ment iuLiraHtcly  depeiids  upon  the  educatioa  and  eliaracler  of  the 
citizens.  Aristotle  insisted  that  education  must  have  regard  to  the 
conslitulion,  and  that  it  is  the  great  means  of  uniting  the  state.  "  The 
citizen  should  be  moulded,"  he  sjys,  "  to  suit  the  form  of  government 
under  which  he  lives.  For  each  government  has  a  peculiar  charac- 
ter, which  originally  formed,  and  which  continues  to  preserve  it. 
The  character  of  democracy  creates  democracy,  and  the  character 
of  oligarchy  creates  oligarchy ;  and  always  the  better  the  character 
the  better  the  government."  He  argues  further  that  "women  and 
children  must  he  trained  by  education  with  au  eje  to  the  state,  if 
the  virtues  of  either  of  them  are  supposed  to  make  any  difference  in 
the  virtues  of  the  stale.  And  they  must  make  a  difference ;  for  the 
children  grow  up  to  be  citizens,  and  half  the  free  persons  in  a  state 
are  women."  Montesquieu  also  argues  that  education  should  be  rel- 
ative to  the  principles  of  government.  "  The  laws  of  education  are  the 
first  impressions  we  receive,  and,  as  they  prepare  us  for  civil  life, 
each  particular  family  ought  to  be  governed  pursuant  to  the  plan 
of  the  great  family,  which  comprehends  them  all."  While  these  re- 
marks apply  with  fjrce  to  govemmentsof  every  kind,  they  apply  with 
greatest  force  to  a  democracy  or  republic,  where  the  people  them- 
selves do  the  governiog,  either  directly  or  indirectly.  No  people 
that  has  been  moulded  by  au  exclusively  monarchical  or  aristo- 
cratical  society,  and  is  familiar  only  with  the  correspanding  institu- 
tions, can  carry  on  a  free  government.  In  his  Farewell  Address 
Washington  insisted  that  the  more  potent  public  opinion  is  in  any 
country,  the  greater  the  need  of  its  being  intelligent ;  and  he  might 
have  added,  and purlicularly  upon  polilical  subfecls. 

Attention  may  be  directed  to  three  points  especially.  The  first  is 
that  the  American  pupil  should  be  taught  his  r'ghLs  under  the  gov- 
ernment ;  the  second  is  that  he  should  be  taught  his  duties  as  related 
to  those  rights  ;  and  the  third  is  tbat  a  spirit  should  he  created  that 
will  lead  him  to  insist  upon  the  one  and  to  perform  the  other.  Un- 
less the  great  body  of  citizens  living  under  a  republic  shall  measur- 
ably conform  to  this  standard  of  activity,  that  is,  insist  upon  their 
rights  and  discharge  their  duties  to  the  state,  the  republic  cannot 
long  be  maintained.  Professor  Bryce,  in  the  article  that  is  referred 
to  below,  lays  deserved  emphasis  upon  this  point,  lie  says  that 
teachers  should  not  be  deterred  by  the  abstrnctnesa  of  the  subject 
from  trying  to  make  the  pupils  understand  the  meaning  of  such 
the  nation,  the  state,  and  the  law."  "You  need  not  trouble 
yourseir,"he  goes  on  to  say,  "to  find  unimpeachable  logical  defini- 
of  these  terms ;  that  is  a.  task  which  still  employs  the  learned. 
What  is  wanted  it  that  he  should  grasp  the  idea,  first,  of  the  com- 
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munit; — a  community  inhabiting  a  country  united  by  various  ties, 
organized  bj  mutual  protection,  mutual  help,  and  the  attaiament  of 
certain  common  ends  ;  neit,  of  tlie  law,  as  that  which  regulates  and 
keeps  order  in  this  community ;  nest,  of  public  officers,  great  or 
small,  as  tbose  nhom  the  law  sets  over  ns  and  whose  business  it  is  to 
malce  us  obey  tbe  law,  while  they  also  obey  it  themselves,"  This 
counsel  is  directed  to  tbe  teacher  of  the  school ;  and  it  is  not  going 
too  far  to  insist  that  the  pupil  who  leaves  the  elementary  school  at 
the  close  of  its  course  of  study  should  be  well  grounded  in  these 
ideas.  Sucb  teaching  will  not  fail  to  develop  in  good  measure  that 
high  civic  spirit  which  has  been  so  characteristic  of  the  great  com- 
monwealths and  which  is  so  essential  to  good  government. 

But  governmenl,  or  politics,  is  more  than  an  art ;  it  is  a  science  as 
well.  Strictly  speaking,  the  eidusive  pursuit  of  tbe  study  as  a  sci- 
ence does  not  look  directly  to  practical  ends,  but  rather  to  disciplin- 
ary and  culture  ends.  Now  the  aim  is  tbe  formation  and  the  adorn- 
ing of  the  mind.  To  a  degree  this  advantage  will  attend  the  work 
below  the  college,  if  it  is  properly  done,  since  the  guidance  value 
and  the  disciplinary  value  of  study  to  a  considerable  extent  overlap. 
In  tbe  college  or  university  this  second  end  will  come  much  more 
distinctly  into  view.  It  may  perhaps  be  assumed  that  the  student 
has  sufficient  political  information  to  auswer  the  direct  ends  of  citi- 
zenship ;  but  he  should  not  assume  that  the  study  has  no  further 
interest,  for  it  is  a  great  instrument  of  mental  improvement.  It 
would  be  strange  indeed  if  such  a  took  as  Aristotle's  Polilics  should 
have  less  disciplinary  and  culture  value  than  a  book  dealing  with 
birds,  insects,  or  fishes. 

A  second  pedagogical  question  may  arise,  vii.  :  What  methods  of 
teaching  should  be  employed?  This  question  is  dealt  with,  as  far  as 
it  relates  to  this  book,  in  Chapter  XII.  For  the  rest,  it  will  suffice  to 
refer  the  reader  to  a  few  authorities  who  deal  with  that  subject.  Un- 
fortunately, the  quantity  of  pedagogical  literature  that  deals  directly 
with  the  study  of  government  is  small. 

Compayr^  has  a  chapter  entitled  "Morals  and  Civic  Instruc- 
tion," in  his  Lectures  on  Pedagogy.  Mr.  Herbert  Spencer  pays  some 
attention  to  teaching  politics  in  bis  essay,  "  What  Knowledge  is  of 
Most  Worth  ?  ■'  which  constitutes  the  first  chapter  of  his  well-known 
work  entitled  EduaUion.  Mr.  C.  F.  Crehore  has  an  article,  "Tbe 
Teaching  of  Civics  in  Schools."  in  Education,  Vol.  VII.,  (1887)  p.  264 ; 
a  second  article,  "  Foundation  Principles  of  Government,"  p.  546  of 
thesame  volume  of  the  same  publication ;  and  still  a  third,  "Jenkins's 
Bend ;  A  Primary  Study  in  Government,"  p.  547.  Mr,  J.  E.  Vose 
ia  the  author  of  two  articles  entitled,  "  Methods  of  Instruction  in 
Civics,"  found  pp.  531  and  617  of  the  same  volume  a{  Education.  Mr, 
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J.  W.  McDonald  has  a  paper,  *'  Teaching  Civics,'*  in  The  Academy, 
Vol.  v.,  (1890)  p.  373.  The  Right  Honorable  James  Bryce's  article, 
the  "Teaching  of  Civic  Duty,"  found  in  The  Contemporary  Review, 
July,  1893,  p.  14,  should  not  be  overlooked.  Dr.  W.  T.  Harris  also 
has  fiome  valuable  remarks  in  the  "Report  on  Correlation  of  Studies," 
which  forms  the  second  part  of  the  "  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Fif- 
teen." See  The  Educational  Review,  March,  1S95;  also  numerous  re- 
publications of  the  same  report.  The  nuthor  also  refers  to  the  chap- 
ter on  "Teaching  Civics,"  in  his  work  entitled  How  to  Study  and 
Teach  History, 

In  the  course  of  the  work,  occasional  points  of  likeness  and  uiip 
likeness  of  the  American  Gavernment  to  the  English  Government 
have  been  mentioned.  Comparative  study  of  political  institutions 
can  be  extended  by  the  teacher  of  the  present  subject  in  every  direc- 
tion, limited  only  by  1  is  own  knowledge  and  the  ability  and  time  of 
his  class.    To  facilitate  such  study,  a  few  references  are  here  given. 

Borgeaud.  Adoption  and  Amendment  of  Constitutions  in  Europe 
and  America. 

Pj  eeman,  Dr.  E.  A.    Comparative  Politics. 

Goodnow,  Frank  J.  Comparative  Administrative  Law,  An 
Analysis  of  the  Administrative  Systems^  NMonal  and  Locals  of  the 
United  States,  England,  France^  and  Germany. 

learned,  J.  N.  History  for  Ready  Reference^  from  the  best  Histo- 
rians, Biographers,  and  Specialisls.  This  work,  which  Consists  of 
five  volumes,  contains  the  following  documents:  Constitution  of  the 
Argentine  Republic,  Constitution  of  Brazil,  Constitution  of  Canada, 
Constitution  of  England,  Constitution  of  France,  Constitution  of 
Germany,  Constitution  of  Japan,  Constitution  of  LycUrgus,  Constitu- 
tion of  Mexico,  Constitution  of  Norway,  Constitution  of  Prussia, 
Constitution  of  Sweden.  Constitution  of  the  Swiss  Confederation, 
Constitution  of  Venezuela.  Reference  may  also  be  made  to  the  ref- 
erences and  notes  relating  to  still  other  constitutions. 

Keltic,  J.  Scott.  The  Statesman's  Year  Book.  Statistical  and 
Historical  Annual  of  the  World. 

Lalor,  J.  J.  Cyclopcedia  of  Political  Science^  Political  Economy, 
tmd  United  States  History, 

All  the  principal  Cyclopedias  contain  valuable  articles  on  political 
subjects.  It  will  not  be  amiss  to  refer  to  some  special  authorities 
relating  to  four  or  five  leading  governments. 

Canada.  Munro :  The  Constitution  of  Canada;  Bourinct :  A 
Manual  of  the  Constitutional  History  of  Canada  from  the  Earliest 
period  to  the  year  /888,  including^  the  British  North  American  Ad 
of  1 86  J,  etc. 
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Engi^and.  Ponblanque :  How  we  are  Governed,  or  the  Crozim, 
the  Senate,  and  the  Bench ;  Bagehot :  The  English  Constitution^ 
New  and  Revised  Edition  ;  Dicey  :  Lectures  Introductory  to  the  Study 
of  the  Law  of  the  Constitution  ;  Anson  :  The  Law  and  Custom  of  the 
Constitution,  Part  /.,  Parliament,  Part  II.,  The  Crown  ;  Craik  :  The 
English  Citizen,  A  series  of  short  books  on  his  rights  and  re- 
sponsibilities.    12  Volumes. 

France.  Lebon  and  Pelet :  France  as  it  is.  Especially  written 
for  English  readers,  and  translated  from  the  French ;  Constitution 
and  Organic  Laws  of  France  from  iB^yiSBg,  Translated,  with  an 
historical  introduction,  by  C.  F.  A.  Currier.  Annals  of  the  American 
Academy  of  Political  and  Social  Science,  Vol,  III.  Supplement, 
March,  iSgj, 

Germany.  James  :  The  Federal  Constitution  of  Germany,  zvith 
an  Historical  Introduction  ;  Dawson  :  Germany  and  the  Germans; 
Turner  :  A  Sketch  of  the  German  Empire  from  Early  Times  to  the 
Dissolution  of  the  Empire  ;  Bryce  :  The  Holy  Roman  Empire, 

SwiTZERi^AND.  Vincent :  State  and  Federal  Government  in 
Switzerland ;  Adams  and  Cunningham  :  The  Swiss  Confederation ; 
Lowell:  "The  Referendum  in  Switzerland  and  America  "  {jl  he  At- 
lantic Monthly,  April,  iBg^), 
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INTRODUCTION. 

THE  SCIENCE  OF.  POLITICS. 

Refbrsnces. 

I.  Works  on  Powtics.— Aristotle,  The  Politics;  Bnrgess,  PoliU 
teal  Science  and  Conslilutional  Law^  Part  L^  Books  /.,  //./  Pollock, 
Introduction  to  the  History  of  the  Science  of  Politics;  Sidgwick, 
Elements  of  Politics;  Wilson,  The  State ,  /.,  //./  Woolsey,  Polii^ 
teal  Science ;  Lieber,  Civil  Liberty  and  Self  Government,  See  also 
the  articles  on  Political  Science  and  Politics^  Nature  and  Character 
of,  in  Lalor's  Cyclopcedia  of  Political  Science ^  etc. 

II.  The  State,  Definitions  of. — Cooley,  Constitutional  Limi- 
tations.  Chap,  I.;  Phillimore,  Commentaries  Upon  International 
Law^  Part  /.,  Chap,  L;  Wheaton,  Elements  of  International  Law^ 
Partly  Chap,  II 

III.  On  Federai,  Government.— Fiske,  American  Political 
IdeaSy  etc;  Freeman,  History  of  Federal  Government ^  etc.  Chap,  II,; 
Hart,  Introduction  to  the  Study  of  Federal  Government, 

IV.  On  CoNSTiTUTiONS.—Cooley,  Comparative  Merits  of  Writ- 
ten and  Prescriptive  Constitutions  (reprinted  from  Harvard  Law 
fournal)  ;  Jameson,  The  Constitutional  Convention^  Chaps,  I-III ; 
Tiedeman,  The  Unwritten  Constitution  of  the  U,  S, 

V.  Socioi^oGY.— Small  and  Vincent,  Introduction  to  the  Study 

of  Society. 

1,    Society. 

I.  Man  a  Social  Being.— It  is  a  famous  saying  of  Aristotle's 
that  man  has  a  social  instinct  planted  in  him  by  nature.  The  mean- 
ing of  this  saying  is,  that  men  tend  to  live  together  and  to  depend 
upon  one  another.    In  all  ages  and  countries  we  find  them  sharing 
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ife.  They  cannot  make  progreEs,  be  happy, 
or  in  the  end  even  eiist  otherwise.  There  are  indeed  men  called 
hermits,  who  bury  lUeiiiBelvea  in  the  solitude  of  some  forest  or  des- 
ert, mountain  or  island.  But  these  men  are  always  Fern  in  number; 
besides,  they  are  born  and  reared  in  society,  and  they  either  return  to 
it,  or  they  become  more  and  more  like  the  animals  in  their  wav  of 
living,  and  finally  die  alone.  Meu  cannot  live  separate  and  apart ; 
they  must  obey  their  social  nature  and  live  together,  or  they  will  lose 
their  humanity.  As  Aristotle  says  :  "The  individual  when  isolated  is 
not  self-sufficient ;  and  therefore  he  is  like  a  part  in  relation  to  the 
whole.  But  he  who  is  unable  to  live  in  society,  or  who  has  no 
need,  because  he  is  sufficient  for  himself,  must  be  either  a  beast  or 
a  god;  he  is  no  part  of  a  state."'  Or,  as  another  writer  puts  it; 
"  A  man  would  no  more  be  a  man  if  he  lived  alone  in  the  world, 
than  a  hand  would  be  a  hand  without  the  rest  of  the  body." 

2.  Society  Defined. — Men   living  together  in   human  relations 
e  society  in  the  general  sense  of  the  term.     The  meu  so  liv- 

any  regiou  or  district  form  a  societ}-.  But  since  these  local 
lao  connected  ;  since  they  have  much  ii 
siuce  meu  have  one  social  nature,  we  also  use  the  word  i> 
est  lense,  and  speak  of  the  human  race  as  forming  c 
Social  means  pertaining  to  society.  The  science  of  socit 
Sociology.  The  Latin  verb  sodare  means 
ciate  ;  the  noun  socius,  a  fellow  or  sharer,  a 
and  soeietas,  from  which  society  is  derived, 
or  association.  The  great  ends  or  objects  of  society  are  two  in  num- 
ber, and  must  be  carefully  defined. 

3.  Rights  and  Duties. — Men  have  tights  that  they  should  enjoy, 
and  duties  that  they  ought  to  perform.  They  are  entitled  to  life,  lili- 
erty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness  so  long  as  they  properly  conduct 
themselves.  They  must  also  regard  the  lives,  liberty,  and  happiness 
of  their  fellows.  Securing  to  men  their  rights  and  compelling  them 
to  perform  their  duties,  together  constitute  the  maintenance  of  jus- 
tice. But  since  some  men,  left  to  themselves,  will  not  do  justice, 
there  must  be  in  society  some  authority  or  power  that  will  look  after 
the  matter  and  see  that  justice  is  done.  Accordingly,  justice  is  the 
first  duty  of   society.     As  Aristotle  says:  "Justice   is  the   bond  of 

states,  and  the  administration  of  justice,  which  is  the  deler- 
of  what   is  JQst,  is  the  principle  of  order  in  political  si 

Social   PtOgresB,— The   well-being  of   society  —  particularly 
advanced  society — requires  a  great  many  things  to  be  done  that  a 
not  embraced  in  justice.     Roads  and  bridges  must  be  built  and  kepi 
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in  onter ;  taarbors  and  lighthouses  mast  be  constructed  ;  letten  and 
newspapers  must  be  carried  from  place  to  place  ;  schools  and  educa- 
tion must  be  furniabed ;  the  arts,  sciences,  aud  good  morals  must  be 
fostered.  Nor  can  these  things  be  provided  by  single  men,  or  bj 
a  few  men  associated  together,  even   if   they  are  disposed  to   pro- 

»vide  them ;  they  call  for  the  united  strength  of  the  community. 
Heuce  the  promotioD  of   its  own  progress  is   the  second  duty  of 

CII,      GOVERNMBNT. 
5,    The  Office  of  Government. —Government  is  the  inBtrument  or 

•gent  which  society  uses  directly  to  secure  these  ends,  M2.,  justice 
and  progress.  On  the  one  aide,  government  consists  of  customs, 
rules,  or  laws  commanding  what  society  wishes  to  have  done  and 
forbidding  what  it  does  not  wish  to  have  done  ;  on  the  other,  it  con- 
sists of  rulerB  or  officers  whose  busiucss  it  is  to  have  these  rules 
or  laws  enforced.  It  is  easy  to  see  what  would  be  the  result  if  a 
society  were  without  government.  Not  only  would  progress  be  im- 
possible, but  society  could  not  exist.  First  would  come  anarchy,  or 
thftl  social  state  in  which  every  man  does  as  he  pleases,  and  then 
destruction.  Society  and  social  order  go  together.  Government  is  a 
universaj  fact.  /TUan,  society,  and  government  are  alway*  found 
togelher^lthese'are  the  broadest  terms  in  the  vocabulary  of  political 
science.  A  group  of  savages  eating  shell-lish  on  the  seashore  has  no 
written  laws,  no  legislature,  no  courts,  no  president ;  but  it  has  some 
customs  tliat  take  the  place  of  laws,  and  a  head,  as  the  father  of  the 
family  or  the  chief  of  the  tribe,  wlio  sees  that  these  customs  are 
enforced.  Government  will  always  be  rude  and  simple  when  society 
ia  rude  and  simple,  hut  there  will  be  government.  Aristotle  says: 
"  Man  is  more  of  a  political  animal  than  bees  or  any  other  gregarioua 
animals,"  Govern  and  governor  are  from  the  Latin  gubertiare  and 
gubemalor,  which  primarily  mean  to  Bteer  a  ship  and  a  pilot  or 
steersman. 

6.  OoTerltmeDt  Coercive.— -Government  then  is  coercive  by  its 
_very  nature.     lis  first  duty  is  to  compel  obedieuce  to  its  maudalee, 

i  A  government  that  is  not  obeyed  is  no  governraent  at  all,  This  coer- 
cive power  comes  from  society  ;  whenever  it  is  necessary  goveranjent 
has  the  right,  and  is  in  duty  bouuci,  to  summon  to  its  aid  all  the 
powers  that  society  possesses  to  secure  its  ends.  This  it  does  in  the 
name  of  society  and  for  its  defense. 

7.  Politics  Defined.— Politics,  or  Political  Science,  relates  to  the 
principles  of  government.  It  is  the  same  thing  as  the  science  of 
government.  It  is  also  the  same  thing  as  political  philosophy, 
unless  indeed  we  conceive  of  political   philosophy  as  dealing  with 
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the  more  speculative  and  theoretical  aspect  of  Politics.  In  its  broad- 
est scope,  this  science  is  a  view  of  society  considered  under  its  gov- 
ernmental aspects.  Sir  Frederick  Pollock  says  its  field  comes  into 
view  when,  passing  by  such  related  sciences  as  political  economy 
and  ethics,  ''we  come  to  consider  man,  not  only  as  a  member  of 
society,  but  as  a  member  of  some  particular  society,  organized  in  a 
particular  way,  and  exercising  supreme  authority  over  its  members  ; 
in  other  words,  when  we  consider  man  as  a  citizen,  and  the  citizen 
in  his  relations  to  the  state."  He  mentions  as  the  nattiral  heads  of 
this  science,  "  the  foundation  and  general  constitution  of  the  state,'* 
''the  form  and  administration  of  government,"  "  the  principles  and 
method  of  legislation,"  and  the  "state  as  a  single  and  complete 
unit  of  a  high  order,  capable  of  definite  relations  to  other  like  units. "  ^ 
The  present  treatise  will  not  deal  with  the  Science  of  Politics  as 
thus  outlined.  It  is  not  a  general  contribution  to  political  philos- 
ophy. It  deals  with  a  specific  and  concrete  theme  rather  than  with 
a  general  and  abstract  one.  Nevertheless,  it  will  conduce  to  clear- 
ness and  strength  of  treatment  to  devote  the  preliminary  pages  to 
defining  the  leading  terms  of  the  science. 

III.    Ths  Stats  and  ths  Nation. 

8.  The  State. — Mr.  Wheaton,  following  Cicero  and  most  modern 
jurists,  defines  a  state  as  "  a  body  politic,  or  society  of  men  united 
together  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  their  mutual  advantage  by 
their  combined  strength. '  *  ^  Professor  Burgess  says  it  is  "  a  particular 
portion  of  mankind  viewed  as  an  organized  unit."'  Such  a  society 
occupies  its  own  territory  and  is  called  sovereign.  Mr.  Wheaton 
remarks  that  this  definition  excludes  all  corporations,  both  public 
and  private,  that  the  state  itself  creates,  such  as  the  London  and 
Plymouth  Companies,  to  be  mentioned  hereafter.  It  excludes  all 
voluntary  associations  of  robbers  and  pirates,  and  all  hordes  of  wan- 
dering savages  not  yet  formed  into  a  settled  society.  The  definition 
also  excludes  the  States  of  the  American  Union,  because  they  are 
not  sovereigns  in  the  sense  of  International  Law.  The  United  States, 
Prance,  Germany,  and  Russia  are  states  in  that  sense. 

9.  The  Nation. — By  its  etymology  the  term  nation  belongs  to 
the  science  of  ethnology  rather  than  to  the  Science  of  Politics.  It 
comes  from  the  Latin  verb  nascor,  to  be  bom,  and  has  primary  refer- 
ence to  birth  or  race  kinship.  In  this  view  a  nation  is  properly  one 
people,  having  a  common  ancestry  and  descent,  a  common  language^ 

1  PtffeS. 
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common  traditions,  manners,  civilization,  and  customs.  It  also  sug- 
gests a  common  home,  present  or  past,  from  which,  however,  por- 
tions of  the  nation,  or  even  the  whole  nation,  may  have  emigrated. 
But  nation  has  become  a  political  word,  and  this  we  may  call  its 
secondary  meaning.  In  this  sense  the  state  and  the  nation  are  the 
same  thing.  It  is  good  usage,  therefore,  to  call  the  Germans  or  the 
Poles  a  nation  although  they  are  found  in  a  number  of  states ,  and 
to  call  the  Jews  or  the  Gypsies  a  nation,  although  scattered  over 
the  world ;  and  it  is  equally  good  usage  to  say  that  the  British 
State,  the  Austrian  State,  or  the  Russian  State,  comprises  a  great 
number  of  nations.  This  is  the  ethnological  sense  of  the  word. 
It  is  equally  good  usage  to  call  the  three  states  just  mentioned, 
as  units,  nations.  This  is  the  political  sense  of  the  word,  and  in 
this  sense  it  will  generally  be  used  in  the  present  work.  In  Ger- 
many the  tendency  is  to  confine  nation  to  its  original  meaning ; 
but  in  English-speaking  countries  the  secondary  meaning  is  too 
firmly  established  to  be  disturbed.  In  recent  times  there  has  been  a 
strong  tendency  to  make  nationality,  in  the  primal  sense,  or  race 
kinship,  the  basis  of  the  state.  Examples  are  seen  in  the  efiforts  to 
realize  national  unity  met  with  in  the  history  of  Germany  and 
Italy  since  the  downfall  of  Napoleon,  and  also  in  the  Balkan  Penin- 
sula. There  is  still  another,  and  a  less  definite,  meaning  of  nation. 
Before  the  Declaration  of  Independence  the  Thirteen  Colonies  were 
not  uncommonly  called  a  nation,  but  never  a  state ;  and  the  Domin- 
ion of  Canada  might  be  so-called  to-day.  Here  the  bonds  of  unity 
appear  to  be  race  kinship  and  common  interests,  the  emphasis  being 
thrown  upon  the  latter  element 

zo.  The  State  and  the  Government. — It  is  important  to  observe 
that  the  state  is  one  thing,  the  government  quite  another.  The  state 
is  the  corporate  people ;  the  government,  a  system  of  agents  and 
powers  that  the  people  have  either  organized,  or  permitted  to  be  or- 
ganized, to  carry  on  the  public  functions  of  society.  Therefore, 
government  is  not  an  end  but  a  means.  This  doctrine,  which  was 
explicitly  taught  by  Aristotle,  has  not  been  better  stated  than  by 
Dante : 

"And  the  aim  of  such  rightful  Commonwealths  is  liberty,  to  wit, 
that  men  may  live  for  their  own  sake.  For  citizens  are  not  for  the 
sake  of  the  Consuls,  nor  a  nation  for  the  King ;  but  contrariwise 
the  Consuls  are  for  the  sake  of  the  citizens,  the  King  for  the  sake  of 
the  nation.  For  as  a  Commonwealth  is  not  subordinate  to  laws,  but 
If  ws  to  the  Commonwealth ;  so  men  who  live  according  to  the  law 
are  not  for  the  service  of  the  lawgiver,  but  he  for  theirs ;  which  is 
the  Philosopher  [Plato's]  opinion  in  that  which  he  hath  left  us  con- 
cerning the  present  matter.    Hence  it  is  plain  also  that  thou^^  a 
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Consul  or  King  in  regard  of  means  be  the  lords  of  ottitirs,  yet  in  re- 
gard of  the  end  they  are  the  scrvauta  of  others  ;  and  most  of  all.  the 
Monarch,  who,  without  doubt,  is  to  be  deemed  the  servant  of  all."  ' 

11.  Sovereignty. — In  dcfiniug  the  state  this  much-used  word  haa 
been  employed.  In  every  independent  society,  such  as  a  state,  there 
must  be  some  authority  from  nhkh  the  whole  Uw  and  adminislra- 
tioo  nltimately  proceed.  This  authority  is  sovereignty,  and  the  per- 
son or  perso as  who  wield  it  are  called  the  sovereign  or  sovereigns. 
The  following  particulars  are  esseutials  to  a  full  understaudijg  of 
the  subject : 

1.  Sovereignty  is  unlimited  power  over  the  individual  member 
of  the  state  and  all  associations  of  members.  This  is  sometimes 
denied  as  savoring  of  despotism.     The  difSculty  lies  in  the  fact  that 

jot  carefully  distinguish  between  the  state  and  the  govern- 
ment. For  example,  the  people  of  the  United  States,  in  their  Con- 
stitutions, have  delegated  certain  powers  to  their  governments.  Na- 
tional and  State;  their  governments  are,  therefore,  relative  and 
limited  goverutnents.  But,  plainly,  the  power  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States  to  change  these  governmenta  to  please  themselves 
is  absolute  aud  unlimited.  The  discussion  of  this  topic  will  be  re- 
newed when  we  come  to  discuss  the  relations  of  the  American  Slates 
to  the  Union. 

2.  As  sovereignty  makes  the  law,  it  is  necessarily  superior  to 
it  and  cannot  be  bound  by  it.  It  is  not,  however,  higher  than  duty 
or  moral  obligation. 

3.  In  the  absolute  senae,  sovereignly  cannot  be  divided;  the 
very  supposition  implies  two  highest,  or  sovereign,  authorities  in  the 
state,  which  is  impossible.  Still,  the  sovereign  authority  may  dele- 
gate certain  powers  to  one  government  and  certain  other  powers  to 
another,  as  is  done  in  the  United  States  ;  but  this  is  not  dividing  the 
ultimate  supreme  power  which  resides  in  the  people. 

4.  Sovereignty  may  vest  iu  one  person,  in  the  few,  or  in  the 
many,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  state.  In  a  democratic  state, 
like  the  United  States,  it  is  vested  in  the  many— that  is,  in  the  peo- 
ple or  the  nation. 

IV.    Thboribs  of  tub  Statb. 

12.  The  HlstorlcaJ  Theory.— ^The  true  account  of  the  origin  of 
the  state  Is  that  given  by  Aristotle,  which  may  be  thus  summarized : 
MaO  cannot  exist  in  solitude ;  the  union  of  the  two  seses  ia  necessary 
for  the  perpetuation  of  the  race,  and  to  its  proper  direction  and  guid. 
ance.  The  relations  of  husband  aud  wife,  parent  aud  child,  master 
and  servant,  determine  the  household  or  family.     Families  coming 

1  Quoted  !.y  Pollack,  pp.  ij.  i)i. 
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together  form  the  village  or  tribe,  and  h  union  of  tribes,  of  the  ex- 
pansion of  tlie  single  tribe,  forms  the  state.  Tlie  units  of  the  family 
are  individuals,  tbe  units  of  tbe  tribe  are  families,  the  units  of  the 
state  are  tribes  or  villages.  The  family  is  the  first  step,  the  tribe  the 
second  fitep,  and  the  state  the  last  step  in  social  development.  Man 
becomes  perfect  only  in  the  state.  The  state  is  not  the  result  of 
agreement,  contract,  or  convention  among  men  ;  it  is  an  organic  de- 
velopment, and  so,  perfectly  natural.  It  is  imposed  on  man  by  tlie 
conditions  of  his  highest  life  ;  it  is  tbe  only  condition  in  which  he 
can  achieve  all  that  he  is  capable  of  achieving.  Hence  the  maxim, 
"Man  is  boru  to  be  a  citizen."  Tbe  state  differs  from  tbefamily, 
and  the  tribe,  therefore,  in  the  number  of  its  members,  and  in  the 
number  and  nature  of  their  relations. 

13,  Patriarchal  Societies. —Family  and  tribal  societies  are  called 
patriarchal  societies,  their  governmeuls  patriarchal  governmenta. 
Such  societies  well  illustrate  a  certain  stage  in  the  development  of 
the  stHte,  or  of  civil  society.  The  first  two  syllables  of  the  word 
patriarchal  mean  /ather,  the  second  X.-<ko  govertitiienl ;  so  that,  in  the 
original  sense,  patriarchal  government  is  government  by  a  father.  It 
is  applied  to  tribes  as  well  as  families,  because  the  original  rulers  of 
the  tribe  were  tbe  fathersof  tbe  oldest  family.  It  is  a  form  of  govern- 
ment well-adapted  to  the  purposes  of  lUe  tribe,  but  will  not  answer 
the  purposes  of  a  large  and  progressive  society.  Accordingly,  vte  find 
patriarchal  government  in  the  savage  or  half  civilized  stalea  of  soci- 
ety, although  not  to  the  exclusion  of  other  forms  in  the  half- civilized 
state,  but  we  never  find  it  iu  civilized  societies.  They  have  autgrown 
it.  But  human  sociely,  at  some  stage  of  its  progress,  universally 
presents  this  type  of  social  orgsuization.  We  have  an  excellent 
example  of  a  patriarchal  ruler  in  Abraham,  and  of  the  development 
of  a  patriarchal  tribe  into  a  nation  and  a  slate  in  hia  descendants, 
as  narrated  iu  the  Book  of  Genesis.  The  same  history  is  also  a  good 
example  of  the  manner  in  which  early  states  were  formed. 

14.  The  Theory  of  Contract.— Once  it  was  the  fashion  to  say 
that  the  State  is  an  artiScial  product  or  mechanism,  Those  who  held 
this  doctrine  reasoned  that  at  first  there  was  no  society  or  govern- 
ment. Men  lived  in  a  free,  natural  condition,  everyone  doing  what 
be  pleased.  In  this  condition  they  enjoyed  a  great  many  rightu  and 
privileges  that  they  could  not  enjoy  when  they  came  to  live  together 
In  society.  For  example,  men  living  alone  in  the  forest,  or  in  small 
numbers,  could  safely  do  a  gre&t  many  things  that  they  could  not  do 
living  in  a  town  or  city.  But  living  in  this  way,  men  suffered  the 
want  of  those  advantages  that  spring  out  of  society  and  government. 
Hence,  they  agreed  to  enter  into  society,  and  to  constitute  govern- 
ment.   According  to  this  agreement,  they  surrendered  those  uatmral 
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rights  that  would  bring  them  into  conflict  with  one  another,  they 
cstablUhed  certain  rules  of  conduct,  and  appointed  officers  to  enforce 
these  rules.  The  most  celebrated  defense  of  this  theory  is  Rousseau's 
"Social  Contract."  ' 

15.  Refutation  of  This  Theory.— The  truth  is,  no  such  contract 
as  this  was  ever  entered  into  by  men,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
Meu  live  together  just  as  naturally  as  birds  pair  aud  gather  into 
flocks,  or  as  bees  live  iu  swarms ;  aud  government  is  a  natural  aud 
necessary  outgrowth  of  this  condition.  Thus,  society  and  govern- 
ment, although  very  simple  at  first,  have  existed  from  the  time  that 
the  first  man  and  the  first  woman  formed  the  first  family.  The  first 
child  was  born  into  a  couimunity  already  existing,  aud  he  became  sub- 
ject to  ail  authority  that  he  had  had  no  part  in  creating  or  administer- 
ing. And  90  it  is  now  ;  children  are  born  into  society,  aud  are  sub- 
ject to  goverumeut  from  the  lime  that  they  draw  their  first  breath. 
As  tbey  grow  up,  they  continue  members  of  society  ;  they  may  or 
they  may  not  assist  in  carrying  on  the  government ;  but  they  never 
have  anything  to  do  with  creating  the  society  into  which  they  are 
bom,  or  with  originatiug  its  government.  No  man  is  ever  invited  to 
enter  society  ;  no  man  ever  enters  it  of  his  owu  accord ;  no  man  is 
ever  asked  whether  he  will  become  a  subject  of  government ;  no  man 
ever  becomes  such  of  his  own  choice.  A  man  may  choose  to  live  in 
this  society  rather  than  in  that  one,  or  to  be  subject  to  oue  govern- 
ment rather  than  to  another ;  but  he  must  live  in  some  society, 
and  BO  be  under  some  government,  unless,  indeed,  he  become  a  her- 
mit. Hence  the  rule,  that  a  man  is  bound  to  render  obedience  to  the 
government  under  which  he  lives. 

But  still  more,  men  could  not  come  together  and  frame  a  social 
compact  unless  society,  government,  and  the  state  already  existed. 
Compacts  in  plenty  are  found  in  political  history,  but  they  belong  to 
a  considerably  advanced  stage  of  social  and  political  progress,  and 
aever  to  its  beginning.  Thus,  compact  assumes  the  very  fact  that  it 
seeks  to  explain. 

16.  The  Theological  Theory,— This  theory  regards  the  state  as 
the  immediate  workmanship  of  God.  The  New  Testament  says 
government  is  an  ordinance  of  God,  and  makes  it  a  diviue  institution. 
But  this  language  cannot  mean  that  the  Divine  Being  directly 
created  the  particular  governments  that  now  exist,  or  that  have 
existed.  Government  is  divine  in  the  sense  that  marriage,  the 
family,  children,  society,  and  the  state  are  divine ;  it  is  a  necessary 
condition  of  the  existence  of  the  human  race.  God  ordained  society, 
government,  and  the  state  when  He  gave  man  his  social  nature. 

1  ace  Pallock.  pp.  ej-qa. 
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V.    Kind*  qw  CovRRNifRNT. 

17*  Arifltotle't  DiTition  of  Gaw^fnm^ntM*  —  App^r^otly  the  ^r§i 
adeatific  division  of  governmenu  wft«  tbftt  vmA^  by  Aristotle,  into 
the  monarcUy,  the  aristocracy,  and  tUe  dumocrajcy,  Thi§  divUiQU 
has  been  much  criticlaed  but  geuerally  followed  :  iu  geueral  accept- 
^  ance  attests  it«  excelleuca*  Plainly,  tUa  thrte  nato^a  all  bava  rtftr- 
ence  to  the  vesting  of  authority  or  to  aovaraignty ;  in  otbar  words, 
they  simply  tel!  us  who  holds  political  power,  but  tell  us  nothing  as 
to  the  nature  of  governments  as  determinad  by  tha  auds  to  whick 
they  are  directed,  that  is,  whathar  thay  are  good  or  bad.  The  fact  i$, 
governments  may  be  divided  in  several  ways  that  throw  light  on 
their  nature,  according  as  wa  adopt  difiereut  ideas  or  standpoints  for 
our  division.    Aristotle's  division  is,  the  One,  the  Many,  the  pew. 

z8.  Monarchy.  —  Monarchy  i9  government  by  one  man,  or  a 
monarch.  A  large  number  of  persons  may  be  employed  in  carrying 
on  the  government*  but  they  do  so  iu  the  name  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  monarch.  BConarchical  governments  are  more  numerous  in 
history  than  all  other  governments  put  together.  It  is  common  to 
divide  them  into  limited  and  uulimited  monarchies,  according  as  the 
power  of  the  monarch  is  or  is  not  limited  by  a  constitution.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  tvtry  monarch  i§  limited  by  the  national  genius  and 
by  popular  feeling. 

19.  DemocrACj-— 'Democracy  is  government  by  the  many,  or 
the  people.  The  people,  or  so  many  as  participate  iu  public  affairs, 
come  together  at  one  place  to  enact  laws,  to  settle  questions  of 
public  policy,  and  to  choose  officers  to  carry  out  their  will.  Athens 
was  a  democracy  in  ancient  times,  and  so  was  the  Plymouth  Colony 
for  a  brief  period  in  modern  times.  But  such  a  government  is 
adapted  only  to  small  societies  and  to  narrow  territories.  The 
Athenians  could  meet  in  Athens  to  pass  upon  public  questions,  and 
the  Pilgrims  in  Plymouth  for  the  same  purpose ;  but  the  English 
could  not  in  this  way  govern  the  British  Empire  from  London,  or  the 
Americans  America  from  Washington.  This  is  one  of  the  reasons 
why  pure  democracies  have  been  few  in  number. 

ao.  Arittocracy—  In  an  aristocracy,  power  is  not  intrusted  to 
<Mie,  as  in  a  monarchy,  or  to  the  many,  as  in  a  democracy,  but  is 
confined  to  a  few  persons  of  superior  birth  and  position.  Pure  aris- 
tocraciea  have  been  few.  Venice  was  such  a  government.  The  word 
ariatoctacy  means  government  by  the  best  or  the  few. 

2f .  lAuEed  Governmenti.—  liiany  governments  contain  a  variety 
of  elements,  and  so  are  really  mixed  governments.  England  is  a 
g9o6.  example.  The  monarch  reigns  by  hereditary  ri^t ;  the  House 
«f  hoedM,  oonaiitiiig  of  the  heads  of  the  great  families,  is  an  her^di* 
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U17  arlttocTktlc  Ixxljr ;  while  tb*  House  or  Cotnmotis,  which  Is  the 
moit  powerful  factor,  U  chosen  by  the  people  and  is  a  republican 
body.    The  sHiiie  i»  true  In  a  leas  degree  of  Germany. 

2i.  ImmedUte  tnd  Representative  Governments,— Tbi a  divis- 
ion Is  made  with  reference  to  the  identity  or  non-identity  of  the 
government  with  the  state,  tf  the  two  are  identical,  the  government 
lediate  or  direct ;  if  ihey  are  not  identical,  the  government  is 
representative  or  Indirect.  Evldeaily,  immediate  govcmmEnt  is  the 
iliiiptur  and  the  more  reedily  understood  of  the  (mo. 

23.  Representative  GovernmeDt.— The  principle  of  poUlica!  rep- 
reaciilatiou  was  practically  UDlcnown  to  the  ancient  world,  Saya 
Mt.  Plskn  ;  "  No  atate^man  of  antiquity,  either  in  Greece  or  at  Rome, 
■eemi  to  have  conceived  the  idea  of  a  city  sending  delegates  armed 
witb  plenary  powers  to  represent  its  interests  in  a  general  legislative 

isgemhly In  an  aristocratic  Greek  city,  like  Sparta, 

til  the  members  of  the  ruling  class  met  together  and  voted  in  the 
assembly  ;  In  a  democratic  city,  like  Athens,  all  the  free  citizeua  met 
anil  voted  :  In  each  case  the  BiBembly  was  primary  and  not  represent- 
ative.'" The  German  mind  is  entitled  to  the  credit  of  inventing 
represetitative  governmenl,  to  which  political  progress  in  modern 
tliiied  is  more  largely  due  than  to  all  other  political  causes  put 
tofjethcr, 

34.  The  Republic, — The  people  of  a  republic  govern  themselves 
b]r  mtaill  of  chosen  men  whom  tliey  call  represeutatives.  Republi- 
oaalam  Is  fjovernmsnt  by  iha  people  iu  an  indirect  aeuse,  and  issome- 
Utnascallad  democratic.  President  Lincoln  called  it  "Government 
of  the  people,  by  the  people,  and  for  the  people."  The  United 
Slates  is  a  democratic  republic.  The  word  means  the  public  weal, 
the  oommonwcalth.  In  antiquity  and  the  middle  ages,  a  republic 
was  a  govcrnmeut  of  any  kind  without  au  hereditary  king  at  its 
baad.  The  ao-catlcd  republics  aud  democracies  of  anliquity  and  the 
niddia  ages  ware  not  such  according  to  modern  ideas.  To  quote 
Sir  f.  Pollock  :  "  After  all,  the  cltiiens  for  whose  welfare  Aristotle 
(Muoaived  Iha  stale  to  exist  were,  even  iu  the  moat  democratic  of 
constitutions,  a  limited  and  privileged  class.  They  are  people  of 
leistira  aud  outture,  not  living  by  the  work  of  tbeir  hands.  To 
Koke  a  trua  ciliteu  of  the  worker  iu  Diechanlcal  arts,  the  haudi- 
oransmaQ  who  has  not  leisure,  is  lhot;gbt  by  Aristotle  a  hopeless 
talk,  aad  this  avan  with  rafarauca  to  the  skilled  and  finer  kinds 
of  work.  The  grosser  kind  of  labor  is  assumed  to  be  dona  by  slaves. 
who  are  wholly  outside  the  sphere  of  political  right.  Not  that  Aris- 
totle would  neglect  the  welfare  of  inferior  freeman  or  even  of  slaves. 
He  woUd  have  the  statesman  make  them  comforlable,  and  bring 
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r  ■condition  admits,     Bttt  of  happlut 


tTiem  nn  nMr  bapplnc 
in  the  true  seuse  Ihey 

zg.  Centralized  and  Dual  Gove rnments.— Here  the  principle 
of  division  is  tUe  canaolidailon  or  distribution  of  political  powers. 
In  centralized  govemineiits,  atitbority  is  loilged  in  a  single  orgnn- 
izalion,  as  in  Bnglaud  and  France.  Local  goveruni(?nt  may 
etiat,  but  only  as  the  creatnre  of  t'je  central  government,  by  which 
it  Can  be  changed  or  set  aside.  In  dual  governments,  the  state  dele- 
gates certain  powers  to  one  organization  and  certain  other  powers  to 
a  second  one.  The  two  tu3y  be  strictly  co-ordinate,  and  bo  indepeiid- 
elit  in  their  different  spheres)  or  one  m^y  be  dependent  upon  the 
other;  or,  if  they  are  independent,  one  may  employ  the  other  as  an 
agency. 

26.  Forms  of  Dual  Government. — Writers  differ  in  the  number  of 
forms  of  dual  government  that  they  recognize.  Only  two  call  for 
mention  in  this  place,  w'J..-  Confederate  Government  and  Federal 
Government ;  or,  as  the  Germans  call  Ihenj,  the  Slaaienbund  and  the 
Bitttdesstaat.  Bath  of  these  forms  are  illustrated  by  the  United  States 
at  different  periods  of  their  history,  as  we  shall  see  hereafter. 

A  confederate  government  is  the  creation  of  the  several  local  gov- 
ernments or  states,  rather  than  of  the  nation  ;  it  represents  those 
governments  and  not  the  people  ;  and  It  acts  upon  them  and  through 
them,  and  not  upon  the  nation  directly.  For  example,  if  it  needs 
money  to  fill  its  treasury  or  men  to  recruit  its  army,  it  calls  upon  the 
states  for  the  needed  supplies  and  the  states  respond  in  their  own 
way.  Sovereignty  resides  in  the  states,  and  not  in  the  one  people. 
A  federal  government,  on  the  other  hand,  is  the  creation  of  the  na- 
tion ;  it  acts  directly  upon  the  people  and  Uijt  indirectly  through  the 
states;  It  employs  its  own  agencies  and  not  those  of  the  states,  and 
it  is  com^ionly  much  better  developed  in  all  respects.  While  a  leg- 
islative council  or  congress  may  serve  the  purposes  of  a  confederacy, 
only  a  fully  differentia  ted  system— legislative,  executive,  and  judi- 
cial branches — will  serve  the  purposes  of  an  efficient  federal  state. 
Plainly,  sovereignty  is  here  vested  in  the  one  people  or  nation.  Our 
stttdyof  the  American  Government  will  give  ns  the  best  opportunity 
that  history  affords  to  illustrate  these  two  forms  of  political  dualism. 

27.  Federal  Governmeat.— The  relations  of  the  local  and  general 
governmeuts  in  a  Federal  State  may  be  thn: 

On  the  one  hand,  each  member  of  the  unio: 
in  those  matters  which  concern  itself  only ; 
members  are  subject  to  a  common  authority 
concern  the  whole  body  collectively.     Thus, 


1  is  wholly  independent 
on  the  other  hand,  all 
in  those  matters  which 
iach   member   fixes  for 


ad,  all  1 

which  ] 
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itself  its  laws,  and  even  the  details  of  its  political  constitution,  not  as 
a  matter  of  privilege  or  concession,  but  as  a  matter  of  right,  as  an 
indepeudent  commonwealth  ;  while  in  all  matters  concerning  the 
general  body,  the  several  members  have  no  power  whatever.  Each 
member  is  perfectly  independent  within  the  local  sphere  ;  but  in  the 
national  sphere  its  Independence,  or  rather  its  separate  eKisteoce, 
vanishes.  It  is  invested  with  every  right  and  power  on  one  class  of 
subjects ;  on  another  class,  it  is  as  incapable  of  separate  political 
action  as  any  province  or  city  of  a  monarchy  or  of  a  nnitary  repub- 
lie.  Peace  and  war,  and,  generally,  all  that  comes  within  the  sphere 
of  International  Law,  is  reserved  wholly  to  the  central  power ;  for- 
eign nations  know  nothing  of  the  states,  and  deal  only  with  the 
general  government.  A  federal  union  forms  one  state  or  power  in 
relation  to  other  powers,  bnt  many  stales  in  relation  to  internal  ad- 

28.  The  Advantages  of  Centralized  and  Dual  Goveniments.— 
Each  of  these  governmental  forms  has  its  own  peculiar  advantages. 
A  centraUied  or  unitary  government  secures  greater  internal  peace, 
and  diminishes  faction,  party  strife,  and  local  prejudice,  as  well  as 
enhances  immunity  from  the  evils  of  war,  both  domestic  and  foreign. 
A  federal  government  secures  greater  local  freedom,  more  intense 
patriotism,  and  higher  political  education.  We  Americans  claim 
that  our  federal  system  measurably  secures  the  peculiar  advantages 
that  have  baen  claimed  for  large  and  small  states, — local  autonomy 
and  national  power.  We  hold  that  in  an  extended  empire,  like  our 
own,  local  independenee  is  as  essential  lo  freedom  as  centralized 
power  is  to  peace  and  security, 

29.  Civil  Government. — The  word  civil  is  used  in  a  variety  ol 
senses.  Sometimes  it  is  used  in  a  sense  so  broad  as  to  make  civil 
government  and  government  the  same  thing.  But  the  word  is 
derived  from  the  Latin  civis,  meaning  citizen,  which  again  is  related 
to  civilas,  meaning  state  ;  and  we  commonly  limit  it  to  those  more 
advanced  social  conditions  in  which  proper  states  are  found.  Rov 
ing  savages  are  not  citizens,  because  they  do  not  constitute  a  state. 
In  the  proper  sense,  civil  society  and  civilized  society  are  the  same 
thing,  i  Civil  government  is  the  government  of  the  state,  and  is  co- 
eitensive  with  civil  society.  It  is  a  government  of  regular  and  set- 
tled order.  In  the  best  sense,  it  is  a  government  of  laws  resting 
npon  intelligence  and  moral  force.  It  is  discriminated  from  military 
government,  which  is  government  by  the  army,  and  also  from  the 
government  of  savage  tribes. 

[O.  Civil  and  Political  Rights, — Definitions  of  rights  arc  both 
numerous  and  conflicting.     The  ideas  that  the  term  conveys  change 
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ought  to  be"  are  ideal  coustructioDs,  like  Plato's  Republic  and 
Uore's  Utopia. 

33.  The  Conatltation  of  the  People.— Jameson  calls  this  "its 
make-np  as  a  political  organiim  ;  that  special  adjustment  of  instru- 
mentaliiicG,  powers,  and  fuuctlons,  by  nhicli  its  fortu  and  oper- 
atio[i  are  determined."  This  conatitution  is  a  part  of  tbe  political 
character  and  life  of  the  people.  It  is  the  constitution  actually 
existing  and  working  at  any  given  time.  It  is  never  summed  up  in 
a  document.  It  grons  up  with  the  itate,  and  is  not  made  or  ordained. 
It  changes  as  the  people  change. 

34.  The  Constitution  of  the  Gorernnient. — Dr.  Brownson  defines 
this  as  "simply  a  law  ordained  by  the  nation  or  people,  instituting 
and  orgauiztng  their  government."  Jameson  says  it  is  "  the  result 
of  aa  attempt  to  represent  in  technical  language  some  particular 
coustitntion  existing  as  an  objective  fact.'"  Commonly  this  second- 
ary constitution  is  in  general  accord  with  the  primary  one,  but  it 
always  varies  from  it  more  or  less  widely.  The  Constitution  of  tbe 
People  of  the  United  States  says  that  the  President  and  Vice-President 
are  elected  by  the  people  voting  by  Stales ;  the  Constitution  of  the 
Government  saya  they  are  elected  by  electors  appointed  as  the  several 
State  Legislatures  may  direct.  Our  caucus  system  is  a  part  of  the  one, 
but  not  a  part  of  the  other. 

35.  Constitutional  Governments. — Every  nation  has  a  constitu- 
tion considered  as  aa  objective  fact,  or  a  constitution  of  the  people. 
Bui  only  those  governments  are  called  constitutional  that  are  insti. 
luted  and  organized  by  some  rules  or  statutes  of  binding  force  called 
constitutions.  These  constitutions  may,  in  whole  or  in  part,  be  the 
immediate  concessions  or  grants  of  a  king,  as  Magna  Charia  was,  bul 
this  is  rarely  the  case  uuless  they  are  sternly  demanded  by  the  state. 
The  object  of  conslitulions  is  to  institute  political  power,  and  to 
deQne  and  limit  its  extent.     ConstlLuttons  are  of  two  kinds,  written 

36.  Written  Constitutions. — The  main  difference  between  such  a 
constitution  and  an  ordinary  law  19  that  a  constitution  is  ordained  by 
the  stale,  or  sovereign  power,  for  tbe  purpose  of  instituting  tbe 
government,  defining  its  powers  and  directing  by  whom  they  shall 
be  exercised ;  while  a  law  is  enacted  by  the  law-making  power  that 
tbe  constitution  has  instituted,  as  a  congress  or  a  legislature.  Such 
a  constitution  Is  also  called  an  organic  art  aud  the  fundamental 
law.    It  is  therefore  a  much  more  significant  and  solemn  act  than  a 

statute.     A  written   constitution   may  be  composed  of  old 
materials,  and  will  be  so  to  a  large  extent  if  it  is  a  good  one;  but  it  Is 

I  Chap.  III. 
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always  a  definite  act  or  transaction,  an  attempt  to  forranlate  tbt 

organic  law.     It  i^  always  a  document,  lex  icripta. 

37,  Unwritten  Constitutions, — TheBecoiistitationsgrowupgrad- 
unlly,  springing  out  of  the  life  of  the  state.  Tbey  consist  ofcualomj, 
precedents,  traditions,  grants  of  rights  by  the  executive  authority, 
lules  of  proceeding  by  the  legislature,  aud  decisions  by  the  courts  of 
law.  Such  conatilulions  are  never  Tound  tu  a  formal  documenl,  and 
so  are  called  unwritten,  lex  non  scrrpta.  They  are  sometimes  called 
prescriptive,  historical,  aud  traditionary  constitutions.  The  most 
celebrated  constitution  of  this  kind  i*  thai  of  England.  According 
to  this  constitution,  sovereignty  resides,  pro  fortna,  in  Parliament, 
which  enacts  such  laws  as  it  pleases,  and  may  at  any  time  change 
the  coustiiutioa  itself,  even  to  the  extent  of  abolishing  the  Crown. 
This  constitution  consists  of  dacuinents  and  precedents  which  are 
found  ia  books  of  law  and  history. 

38.  Advantages  of  the  Two  Kinds  of  Constitutions, — Each  kind 
has  its  own  points  of  advantage  and  disadvaulage.  Unwritten  con- 
stitutions are  more  elastic,  more  rapidly  changed,  and  they  more 
nearly  represent  the  Constitution  of  the  people.  Written  constitu- 
tions are  more  definite,  are  less  opeu  to  dispute,  are  more  readily 
understood  and  fallowed.  Ttiej  are  bulwarks  against  faction  and 
violence,  aud  against  abuses  of  power.  They  are  monuments  from 
which  we  may  measure  the  advance  or  recession  of  the  body  politic. 
An  uuwritten  constitution  of  necessity  lodges  sovereignty  in  the  gov- 
ernment, or  some  branch  of  it,  as  the  English  Constitution  does  in 
Parliament ;  while  a  written  constitution  always  assumes  that  there 
is  a  power  above  the  government — the  People,  or  the  Nation — that 
makes  and  changes  the  constitution  at  will.  The  question,  Wtiicb  is 
better?  must  be  answered  with  reference  to  the  history  aud  political 
character  of  the  people  directly  interested  in  a  particular  case, 

VII.     Modes  of  Improving  Government. 

39,  Evolution.— Some  governments  are  more  and  some  less  im- 
perfect, hut  all  are  capable  of  improvement  The  common  mode  of 
improving  them  is  through  public  opinion.  Interested  men  agitate 
reforms  in  newspapers,  books,  pamphlets,  sermons,  speeches,  and 
private  conversation,  until,  at  last,  public  sentiment  declares  itself 
satisfied  with  the  existing  state  of  affairs  or  compels  a  change.  This 
is  the  civilized  way  of  reforming  government,  and  in  free  countries 
these  processes  are  all  the  time  going  ou.  It  is  a  slow  but,  uniler 
favorable  circumstances,  an  effectual,  mode  of  accomplishing  the  end. 

40.  RArolution. — The  Declaration  of  Independence  describes 
another  mode  of  effecting  political  chauges.  "Wheneverany  formof 
government  becomes  destructive  of  these  ends  {tde.,  the  securing  of 
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rights]  it  is  the  right  of  the  people  to  alter  or  abolish  it,  and  to  insti- 
tute new  government,  laying  its  foundation  on  such  principles,  and 
organizing  its  powers  in  such  form,  as  to  them  shall  seem  most  likely 
to  efifect  their  safety  and  happiness/'  This  is  called  the  right  of 
revolution.  It  is  an  extreme  and  violent  measure  even  when  peaceful, 
and  still  more  so  when  it  is  effected  by  war  and  bloodshed.  Accord- 
ingly the  Declaration  says  :**  Prudence,  indeed,  will  dictate  that 
governments  long  established  should  not  be  changed  for  light  and 
transient  causes.  .  .  .  But  when  a  long  train  of  abuses  and  usur- 
pations, pursuing  invariably  the  same  object,  evinces  a  design  to 
reduce  them  [the  people]  under  absolute  despotism,  it  is  their  right, 
it  is  their  duty,  to  throw  off  such  government,  and  to  provide  new 
safeguards  for  their  future  security.'' 
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CHAPTER  I. 

THE  THIRTEEN  ENGLISH  COLONIES  PLANTED. 

Rbperbnces.^ 

I.  Genbrai,  Histories.— Bancroft,  History  of  the  U,  S,  (^au- 
^hor^s  final  revision),  Part  /./  Hildreth,  History  of  the  U,  6*.,  Vol,  I.; 
Winsor,  Narrative  and  Critical  History  of  America,  Vol.  HI.;  John- 
ston, The  United  States,  See  also  the  same  author's  articles  on  the 
thirteen  Colonies,  by  names,  in  Lalor's  Cyclopcsdia  of  Political 
Science,  etc, 

II.  Speciai,  Histories.— Doyle,  The  English  Colonies  in  Amer- 
ica, I.,  The  Puritan  Colonies,  II.,  Virginia,  Maryland ^  and  the 
Carolinas :  Lodge,  A  Short  History  of  the  English  Colonies  in 
America;  Fiske,  The  Beginnings  of  New  England ;  Hinsdale,  The 
Old  Northwest,  Chaps,,  VI.,  VII.,  and  How  to  Study  and  Teach 
History,  Chaps.  XV.-XVII.;  Thwaites,  The  Colonies  {^Epochs  of 
American  History),  See  also  the  volumes  on  Connecticut,  New 
York,  Maryland,  and  Virginia  in  the  American  Commonwealths 
series. 

III.  On  Right  of  Discovery.— Phillimore,  Commentaries  upon 
International  Law,  Part  III.,  Chap,  XI I;  Wheaton,  Elements  of 
International  Law,  Pari II.,  Chap,  IV.;  Wharton,  Digestofthe  Inter* 
national  Law  of  the  U,  S.,  Chap,  I.,  Sec,  2, 

IV.  C01.ONIAI,  Charters  and  Patents. — ^These  are  nearly  all 
given  by  Poore,  Federal  attd  State  Constitutions,  and  Colonial  Char- 
ters, etc,  and  several  of  the  principal  ones  by  Preston,  Documents 
Illustrative  of  American  History, 

41.     The   Right  of  Discovery. — Columbus  and  his 
successors  made  known  to  Europe  the  Continent  of  North 

1  Titles  of  books  once  given  will  not  ordinarily  be  repeated  iu  these  bibli- 
ographies, save  when  necessary  to  avoid  confusion.  A  bibliographical  index 
wUS  be  fonnd  at  the  dose  of  the  work. 
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America.  These  vast  regions,  Spain,  England,  and  France 
divided  among  themselves.  The  Right  of  Discovery,  as 
the  rule  was  called  by  which  this  division  was  made,  em- 
braced, when  fully  developed,  these  ideas  ;  ( i)  The  Chris- 
tian nation  that  discovers  a  heatheu  land  owns  it  to  the 
exclusion  of  all  other  Christian  nations;  (2)  This  nation, 
to  complete  its  title,  must,  within  a  reasonable  time,  occupy 
and  use  this  land  ;  (3)  The  native  inhabitants  are  only  the 
occupauts  of  the  land  and  not  its  owners.  Lauds  that  a 
Christian  power  thus  appropriated  were  vested  iu  the  king 
as  its  representative.  This,  in  the  case  of  England,  il 
is  important  to  remember ;  for  the  American  Revolution 
hinged  upon  the  fact. 

4a.  First  Division  of  North  America,— In  the  years 
151 2-1 540  Spanish  navigators  discovered  the  Southern  parts 
of  the  United  States  bordering  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  in- 
cluding Florida.  In  1497  and  1498  John  Cabot  and  Sebas- 
tian Cabot  bis  son,  Venetians  residing  in  Bristol,  Englaudj 
sailing  with  a  commission  given  them  by  Henry  VII.  of 
that  country,  first  discovered  the  continent,  and  sailed  along 
its  eastern  shore  from  a  high  latitude  to  Chesapeake  Bay, 
In  1534,  1535,  and  1540,  Jacques  Cartier,  a  French  navi- 
gator, sailing  under  the  flag  of  the  King  of  France,  discov- 
ered the  Gulf  and  River  St.  Lawrence  and  the  valley  that 
these  waters  drain.  These  discoveries  gave  Spain  the 
Southern,  England  the  Central,  and  France  the  Northern 
parts  of  North  America,  and  at  the  same  time  left  many 
disputes  as  to  claims  and  boundary  Hues  to  be  afterwards 
settled  by  negotiation  and  the  sword.  The  three  powers 
proceeded  at  their  own  time  and  in  their  own  way  to  found 
colonies  in  their  new  dominions. 

43.  London  and  Plymouth  Companies.  —  Eng- 
land was  slow  to  begin  colonization,  and  even  then  her 
first  eflibrts  proved  disastrous  failures.  But  in  r6o6,  King 
James  I.,  by  one  charter,  created  the  London  and  Plym- 
outh Companies,  and  divided  his  American  dominions 
between  them.     To  the  Loudon  Company,  which  had  its 
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headquarters  in  London,  he  gave  the  zone  between  34^ 
and  41^  north  latitude,  and  to  the  Plymonth  Company, 
having  its  seat  in  Plymouth,  the  zone  between  38^  and  45**. 
Within  their  respective  limits,  the  Companies  were  author- 
ized to  establish  colonies  of  the  King's  subjects,  care  being 
taken  to  prevent  disputes  within  the  three-degree  strip  cov- 
ered by  both  grants,  by  prohibiting  either  one  to  make  a 
settlement  within  one  hundred  miles  of  one  previously 
made  by  the  other.  t^Each  colony  was  to  be  subject  to  the 
King,  and  to  be  governed  by  a  local  council  of  its  Company 
in  England,  at  the  King's  pleasure.  It  was  expected  In 
1606  that  there  would  be  but  two  colonies,  or  at  the  most 
but  two  groups  of  colonies,  but  this  expectation  failed,  and 
in  the  end  thirteen  Colonies,  divided  into  three  groups, 
appeared.  tThe  two  Companies  were  short  lived,  and  yet 
they  played  important  parts  in  American  history.  Other 
companies  appeared  on  the  scene,  but  none  as  prominently 
as  these  two  original  ones. 

44.  Colonies  Planted  by  Companies* —  These  were 
Massachusetts,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Virginia,  and  Ocr/r- 
gia.  These  companies  were  mercantile  corporations  cl//thed 
with  political  powers.  Such  companies  played  a  great  part 
in  the  days  when  the  maritime  nations  of  Eurr/pe  were 
establishing  themselves  in  America  and  in  the  other  cotsn' 
tries  discovered  by  the  navigators  of  the  fifteenth  and 
sixteenth  centuries.  The  stockholders  were  merchants, 
pc^ticaans,  adventnrers,  courtiers,  patriots,  reffj^rmer^,  and 
philantbropists — two  or  more  of  these  characters  often 
appearing  in  the  same  man.  Their  motives  are  <itifficiently 
si^:gested  by  the  names  applied  to  them.  Pew  of  tb4r 
srnrkhoidrrf  hecame  colonists.  The  Ma^iachosetts  Bay 
Company  was  tlie  only  one  that  was  merged  in  the  Colony 
that  it  planted. 

45.  CoUmica  Planted  by  Proprietors. — This  Htt 
ooBtains  Scv  Hampshire,  Petmsyhrania,  Delaware,  and  the 
tvo  Cansiinasu  Sew  York  and  Kew  Jersey,  too,  ^dUiumgk 
pljalwl  hjr  a  Dntdi  Con^anj,  were  for  a  time  kXkmm^ 
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1665  proprietary  colonies.  The  proprietors  were  actuated 
by  the  same  motives  as  the  stockholders  of  the  companies, 
and  more  or  less  by  personal  ambition  into  the  bargain. 
They  were  really  sub-kings  of  their  several  provinces,  and 
could  depute  their  powers  to  subordinates.  They  com- 
monly remained  in  England,  committing  their  executive 
functions  to  governors,  but  they  occasionally  came  to 
America  and  governed  in  person  for  longer  or  shorter  pe- 
riods. 

46.  Voluntary  Colonies. — Plymouth,  Connecticut, 
and  Rhode  Island  were  not  planted  by  companies  or  pro- 
prietors. They  were  rather  founded  by  groups  of  individ- 
uals, not  bound  together  by  charters  or  by  articles  of 
incorporation,  but  only  by  moral  bonds.  The  founders  and 
the  colonists  were  the  same  persons.  They  were  not  at 
first  recognized  by  the  Crown,  much  less  supported,  and 
Plymouth  never  obtained  such  recognition.  In  no  other 
Colonies  were  cherished  civil  and  religious  ideas  so  power- 
ful a  motive  as  in  thes^. 

47.  Agency  of  the  Home  Government. —  This 
was  limited  to  three  things:  (i)  Grants  of  lands ;  (2) 
Grants  of  commercial  privileges  ;  (3)  Grants  of  civil  rights 
and  political  powers.  The  government  did  not  found  a 
single  colony.  Generally,  the  Crown  required  some  com- 
pensation for  its  grants,  a  price  for  the  lands  in  the  case  of 
the  grant  to  Penn,  but  commonly  a  rent  or  a  share  in  the 
profits  of  the  enterprise.  Profits,  however,  there  were 
none,  and  rents  were  small.  England,  in  the  long  run. 
derived  great  commercial  advantages  from  her  Colonies; 
but  the  original  founders  commonly  lost  the  money  that 
they  embarked  in  them.  Many  of  the  companies  and  pro- 
prietors surrendered  their  charters  to  the  Crown.  It  is 
important  to  note  that  the  Thirteen  Colonies  were  not  the 
creatures  of  government  or  the  children  of  patronage,  but 
the  results  of  private  enterprise  and  public  spirit ;  for  the 
fact  had  much  to  do  with  the  development  of  the  Colonial 
character. 
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48.  Classes  of  Colonists. — ^These  were  more  numer- 
ous  than  the  classes  of  colonies.  Some  men  were  moved  by 
the  love  of  adventure ;  ^some  came  out  indentured  for  a  term 
of  years  to  the  company  or  proprietor  that  paid  their  pas- 
sage-money ;  a  few  were  criminals,  who  chose  emigration 
rather  than  confinement  in  prison.  All,  or  nearly  all, 
sought  to  better  their  material  condition  in  life.  Many 
sought  civil,  political,  or  religious  liberty.  There  was  some 
admixture  of  nationalities  from  the  first.  In  the  Southern 
and  Northern  groups,  few  or  none  but  Englishmen  were 
found,;  but  in  the  Middle  group,  there  were  also  Dutch, 
Swedes,  and  Germans.  Later,  there  was  an  infusion  of 
Scotch,  Irish,  and  French  blood.  Still,  at  the  beginning  of 
the  eighteenth  century  the  population  was  largely  homoge- 
neous. Taken  together,  the  American  emigration  was  of 
an  excellent  quality  throughout.  It  was  said  of  New  Eng- 
land :  **God  sifted  a  whole  nation  that  He  might  send 
choice  grain  out  into  this  wilderness.'* 

49.  Ideas  of  the  English  Colonists. — ^These  can  best 
be  presented  by  putting  them  in  contrast  with  the  ideas  of 
the  Spanish  and  French  colonists. 

The  Spaniards  sought  in  the  New  World  adventure, 
dominion,  and,  above  all  else,  gold  and  silver.  Some  stress 
they  also  laid  on  the  evangelization  of  the  Indians.  The 
French  ideas  were  discovery  and  exploration,  the  fur- trade, 
the  conversion  of  the  Indians,  and  the  enhancement  of  the 
glory  of  France.  Neither  the  Spanish  nor  the  French  col- 
onists brought  with  them  new  ideas  to  plant  in  new  soil ; 
neither  sought  civil,  political,  or  religious  rights ;  neither 
longed  for  better  government  or  a  freer  church  ;  neither 
cared  anything  or  knew  anything  of  the  passion  for  social 
improvement  that  was  so  powerful  a  factor  at  the  time  in 
England  and  in  the  English  Colonies.  The  English  Col- 
onists were  by  no  means  destitute  of  the  qualities  that 
characterized  their  neighbors,  but  their  master-ideas  were 
industrial,  political,  and  religious.  They  pursued  agricul- 
ture, the  fisheries,  and  commerce ;  they  sought  their  for- 
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tunes  in  the  field  and  shop  and  on  the  sea,  rather  than  in 
the  forest  or  in  mines  of  precious  metals  ;  they  were  more 
interested  in  establishing  states  and  churches  where  they 
could  be  free,  than  in  converting  the  savages.  The  com- 
munities that  they  planted  throbbed  with  industrial  and 
commercial,  civil  and  political  life.  Accordingly,  the  Eng- 
lish Colonies,  if  less  romantic,  chivalrous,  and  picturesque 
than  the  Spanish  and  French  colonies,  were  more  practical, 
more  modern ,  more  in  harmony  with  the  great  forces  of  our 
present  civilization. 

The  colonizing  impulse  that  originated  in  the  reign  of 
Queen  Elizabeth,  and  that  led  to  the  Colonies  of  Virginia 
and  New  Eugland,  was  due  in  great  part  to  the  desire  on 
the  part  of  that  sovereign  and  her  advisers  to  limit  the 
power  of  Spain  in  the  New  World,  and  to  promote  the  ex- 
pansion of  Eugland  and  the  Protestant  religion.' 

50.  The  Rights  of  Englishmen.— The  charter  of 
1606  contained  a  guarantee,  forever  irrevocable,  unle.sa  by' 
consent  of  both  parties,  that  became  the  great  bulwark  of 
colonial  rights  and  liberties  in  tlie  contests  of  a  later  day. 
The  King  said  : 

"  Also,  we  do,  for  us,  our  heirs,  and  successors,  declare, 
by  these  presents,  that  all  and  every  the  persons  being  our 
subjects,  which  shall  dwell  and  inhabit  within  every  and 
any  of  the  said  sever.al  colonies  and  plantations,  and  every 
of  their  children  and  posterity,  which  shall  happen  to  be 
born  within  any  of  the  limits  and  precincts  of  the  said 
colonies  and  plantations,  thereof,  shall  have  aud  enjoy  all 
liberties,  franchises  and  immunities  of  free  denizens  aud 
natural  subjects  within  any  of  our  other  dominions,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes,  as  if  they  had  been  abiding  and  bom 
within  this  our  realm  of  England,  or  in  any  other  of  our 
dominions. ' ' 

In  after  times  this  pledge  was  sometimes  called  the  Co- 
lonial Constitution.  It  was  also  repeated  in  later  charters. 
The  several  Colonies  will  now  be  described  more  in  detail. 

I  Sec  Brown:    The  Centals  of  the  U.  8.    introductoiji  Skclch. 
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I.    The  Southern  Colonies. 

Si.  Virginia,— The  political  history  of  tlie  United  Slates  begins 
with  Ihe  foQuding  of  JamcBtown,  Virginia,  by  the  Loudon  Company 
iu  1607.  The  charter,  which  waa  renewed  and  somewhat  changed  in 
1609  and  i5i2,  gave  the  people  no  voice  whatever  in  the  government  ' 

of  the  Coloay  ;  they  were  wholly  subject  to  the  Company  and  to  the 
King,  and  there  was  much  dissatisfaction  aud  raurmuring  in  conse-  | 

queace.     The  first  concession  to  popular  rights  was  made  ia  1619,  . 

when  Governor  Yeardley,  in  order  that  the  planters  might  have  a  ^ 

hand  in  governing  themselves,  called  upon  them  to  choose  represent-  -j 

stives  to  a  legislative  assembly.     This  assembly,  called  the  House  of  j 

Bargesses,  was  the  first  legislative  body  that  sat  in  America.    Two  I 

years  later,  the  Company  issued  an  ordinance  crealing  a  colonial  I 

legislature,  consisting  of  a  Council  of  State  appointed  by  the  Com-  N 

pauy,  and  a  General  Assembly  chosen  by  the  people,    This  Legislature  n 

was  authorized  to  make  such  general  laws  and  orders  for  the  behalf  I 

of  said  Colony  and  the  good  government  thereof,  as  should  from  time  , 

to  time  appear  necessary  or  requisite  ;  provided,  however,  that  no 
such  law  or  order  should  continue  iu  force  uuless  ratilied  by  the 
Company.     In  1634  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  declared  the  charter  1 

forfeited  to  the  Crown,  and  Virginia  became  a  royal  Colony.    This,  ' 

however,  did  not  change  the  constitution  of  i6i9and  1621,  1 

5a.  Maryland. — la  163?,  Charles  I.  gave  the  two  peninsulas  lying 
on  the  Ocean,  Chesapeake  Bay,  and  Potomac  River,  save  the  tip  of 
the  outer  one,  to  George  Calvert,  Lord  Baltimore.  The  grant  was 
bounded  north  by  the  fortieth  parallel.  The  charier  gave  Calvert 
the  soil  in  full  aud  absolute  propriety,  authorized  him  to  plant  a 
colony  to  be  called  Maryland,  and  empowered  him  to  make  laws 
for  the  government  of  the  Colony  with  the  consent  of  the  freemen. 
Calvert  dying,  his  son  Cecilius,  who  succeeded  to  the  tille,  planted 
the  Coloay  in  1634.  .  Except  the  period  1688-1716,  when  the  Crown 
usurped  the  appointment  of  the  governors,  the  charter  continued  in 
force  until  1771.  The  provision  that  compelled  the  proprietary  to 
consult  the  freemen  in  making  the  laws,  secured  to  them  from  the 
first  a  voice  in  the  government,  aud  finally  a  representative  assem- 
bly. 

S3.     The  Carolinas. — By  two  cbarters,  bearing  the  dates  of  1663  * 

and  1665,  Charles  II.  gave  the  territory  lying  between  29°  and  36°  30', 
from  sea  to  sea,  to  eight  lords  proprietors.     These  proprietors  were  ■ 

authorized  to  make  plantaliona,  lo  enact  laws  with  the 
the  freemen  of  the  colony,  aud  to  appoint  governors.     In 
groups  of  selllements  were  made  ;  one  on  the  shore  of  Albemarle 
Sound,  and  the  other  south  of  Cape  Fear  River.    In  1739  the  propri- 
etor* sarrendercd  to  the  Crown  their  charter  and  province,  which  two 
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jears  laler  was  divided  iuto  tbe  two  royal  Colonies  of  North  Carolina 
and  Soulh  Carolina. 

54.  Georgia.— In  1732  George  II.  created  a  company  that  he 
styled  "Trustees  for  esiabliahing-  the  Colony  of  Georgia  in  Amer- 
ica," having  the  follov^ing  objects  ;  To  strengthen  the  province  of 
Carolina  by  creating  a  new  one  between  it  and  the  Spaniards  and 
Indians;  to  provide  a  refuge  for  poor  debtors  in  England;  to  open 
an  asylum  for  the  persecuted  Protestants  in  Europe,  and  to  promote 
the  Chrislianization  and  civilization  of  the  Indians.  The  territory 
assigned  the  Company  lay  between  the  Savannah  and  the  Altamaha 
Rivers,  For  twenty-one  years  the  trustees  should  make  laws  and 
appoiut  governors  for  the  ruling  of  the  Colony.  The  first  settlement 
was  made  at  Savanuah  in  1733.  The  trustees  gave  up  their  charier 
in  1751,  aud  Georgia  then  took  her  place  among  the  royal  Colonies. 

II.    Ths  Northern  Colonies. 

55.  The  Plymouth  Company — This  Company  was  less  vigorous 
than  its  Loudon  rival.  Its  attempt  to  found  a  colony  on  the  coast 
of  Maine  was  defeated.  So  the  King,  in  i5io,  gave  it  a  new  charter, 
with  larger  powers.  This  charter  covered  the  zone  lying  between 
40°  aud  48",  from  ocean  to  ocean,  to  which  it  gave  the  name  of  New 
England.  The  Council  at  Plymouth,  as  the  Board  of  Directors  was 
called,  now  took  a  more  active  part  in  American  affairs.  It  never 
founded  colonies  itself,  but  it  granted  lands  to  those  mho  did  found 
them.  After  disposing  of  the  whole  New  England  shore,  the  Com- 
pany, in   1635,  surrendered  its  charter  to  the  King  and  ceased  to 

56.  Plymouth. — The  first  permanent  settlement  in  New  England 
was  Plymouth,  made  by  tbe  Pilgrims  in  1620.  At  first  these  seekers 
after  religious  freedom  were  intruders  on  the  territory  of  the  Plym- 
outh Corapanj,  for  they  had  no  grant  of  lands  ;  but  in  1621  the 
Council  made  Ihem  a  grant,  which,  however,  it  did  uot  bound  or 
locate,  and  authorized  tlicm  to  set  up  a  government.  In  1639  the 
Council  gave  Ihem  a  fuller  charter  ;  still,  as  no  charter  of  govern- 
ment was  considered  valid  unless  approved  by  the  Crown,  aud  as  the 
Crown  withheld  its  approval,  the  government  of  Plymouth  was  in 
this  respect  irregular  and  uuanthorized. 

57.  The  Plymouth  Compact. — Just  before  the  Pilgrims  landed  at 
Plymouth,  all  the  adult  males  of  the  company,  forty-one  in  number, 
signed  a  compact,  under  which  vras  carried  on  for  several  years  a 
purely  democratic  government.  The  freemen,  or  rather  so  many  of 
them  as  were  members  of  the  Church,  met  in  general  assembly  and 
enacted  laws.  In  1639  a  representative  body  look  the  place  of  thia 
popular  legislature.     Prom  the  beginning,  the  freemen  elected  the 
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among  their  own  number.    Do'ini  to   1691,  when 
ged  in  Ma^achusetts,  the  Colcnj  continued  a  vol- 


Go  vera  or  from 
Plymouth  w 
untary  a; 

58.  Massachusetts. —  In  1618  a  number  of  English  Puritans 
who   were  intent  011   plaaliag  a  Puritan  colony  in  New  England, 

]ed  from  the  Council  at  Plymouth  a  grant  of  lands  bounded 
north  and  south  by  parallel  lines  drawn  three  miles  north  of  Merri- 
and  three  miles  south  of  Charles  River,  eileuding  from 
ocean  to  ocean.  Tbe  next  year  K.ing  Charles  II.  gave  them  a  charter 
confirmingthe  grant  and  conveying  to  the  grantees,  who  were  styled 
"The  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in  New 
England,"  powers  of  goverument.  What  is  called  "the  great  emi- 
gration "  was  made  in  1630.  It  was  the  royal  intent  Ihat  the  Com- 
pany should  remain  in  England  ;  but  it  transferred  itself,  charter  and 
all,  to  the  shores  of  Massaclmsetts  Bay,  thus  merging  the  Company 
in  the  Colony,  At  first,  the  assembly  consisted  of  all  tbe  freemen, 
but  a  representative  legislature  was  established  ia  1634.  The  free- 
men chose  one  of  their  number  Governor.  In  1684  the  King's 
judges  in  England  declared  the  charter  of  1629  forfeited,  and  the 
King  attempted  to  make  Massachusetts  a  royal  Colony;  but  the 
people  resisted  the  attempt,  and  in  1691  the  Crown  granted  a  second 
charter,  less  liberal,  however,  than  the  former  one,  which  continued 
in  force  down  to  the  Revolution.  This  charter  merged  Plymouth, 
New  Hampshire,  Maine,  and  Nova  Scotia  in  Massachusetts;  Nova 
Scotia  and  New  Hampshire  were  soon  detached  ;  Maine  continued  a 
part  of  Massachusetts  until  it  became  a  State  iu  iSao,  while  Massa- 
chusetts and  Plymouth  were  never  again  separated. 

59.  Connecticut. —Three  groups  of  emigrants  from  Massachu- 
setts, which  they  left  because  they  could  not  carry  out  their  civil  and 
religious  ideas  in  that  Colony,  planted  the  same  number  of  towns  on 
the  Connecticut  River  in  the  year  1634,  1635,  and  1636.  These  towns 
united  under  one  name  in  1639  and  adopted  a  constitution  called 
"The  Fundamental  Orders  of  Connecticut."  In  1639,  also,  New 
Haven  and  some  other  settlements  on  Long  Island  Sound  united  in 
one  colony,  under  the  name  of  New  Haven.  Neither  one  of  these 
two  colonies  had,  at  £rst,  a  charier  of  government,  or  even  a  title  to 
the  lands  it  occupied  other  than  the  one  obtained  from  the  Indians ; 
but  in  1662  Charles  II.  granted  a  charter  that  merged  the  two  Colonies 
in  one,  defined  its  boundaries,  and  endowed  it  with  the  most  liberal 
pohtical  powers.  Save  in  the  period  1685-1690,  when  it  was  tempo- 
rarily set  aside,  this  charter  remained  in  force  to  the  year  1818 

60.  Rhode  Island. — Rhode  Island  was  also  an  off-shoot  from 
Massachusetts.  Roger  Williams  with  some  refugees  from  that  Col- 
my  founded  Providence  in  1636,  and  another  band  of  refuges,  Rhode 
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Island  the  year  Tollowing.  These  plantations  were  the  purely  volat^- 
tary  undertakings  of  private  individuals.  They  had  at  first  no 
grants  either  of  land  or  political  powers,  btit  u  series  of  charters,  the 
last  granted  by  Charles  II.  in  1663,  united  them  under  the  name  of 
Rhode  Island  and  Provideuce  Plantations,  coiifirnied  the  Colony  in 
its  narrow  territory,  and  conferred  upon  it  the  most  ample  powers  of 
government.  Although  teoiporarily  suspended  when  James  II.  made 
his  attack  on  tlie  New  England  charters  in  ]5S5,  the  Rhode  Island 
charter  continued  in  force  until  1S42. 

61.  New  Hampshire. ^In  1622  the  Council  at  Plymouth  granted 
to  Captain  John  Mason  and  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  the  territory 
between  the  Merrimac  and  the  Kennebec  Rivers.  On  the  division  o( 
this  graul,  that  part  lying  west  of  the  Piscataqua  River  fell  to  Mason, 
and  this  was  afterwards  confirmed  to  him  by  a  charter  given  by  the 
Council.  Some  feeble  settlements  were  made  about  1635,  under  the 
patronage  of  the  proprietor.  Massachusetts,  however,  claimed  the 
territory  under  her  charter  of  1629 ;  and  for  the  most  part  the  New 
Hampshire  settlements  were  subject  to  her  government  until  l6gi, 
nben  New  Hampshire  became  a  royal  Colony. 

Ill,    The  Middle  Colonies. 

62.  New  York.^Captain  Henry  Hudson  discovered  the  Hudson 
River  in  1609,  and  soon  after  the  Dutch,  in  whose  service  he  sailed, 
planted  a  settlement  at  its  mouth.  Extending  their  explorations  east 
and  south,  the  Dutch  laid  claim  to  the  whole  coast  lying  between  the 
Connecticut  and  the  Delaware  Rivers  ;  and  they  ultimately  took  pos- 
seasion  of  New  Jersey  and  Delaware,  which  had  been  occupied  by  the 
Swedes,  as  well  as  the  valley  of  the  Hudson.  But  England  always 
claimed  these  tetrttoriea,  and  in  1664  Charles  11.  gave  them  to  his 
brother  James,  Duke  of  York.  The  Royal  Duke  at  once  dispatched 
an  armed  force  to  the  mouth  of  the  Hudson  that  compelled  the 
Dutch  governor  to  surrender  all  New  Netherlands,  asthe  Dutch  called 
tbeir  province.  He  now  re-named  it  New  York.  It  continued  a  pro- 
prietary Colony  until  1685,  when  on  the  accession  of  the  Duke  to  the 
throne  of  England,  it  became  a  royal  Colony.  From  that  time  the 
law-making  power,  subject  to  the  Crown,  was  vested  in  a  Governor 
and  Council  appointed  by  the  Crown,  and  an  Assembly  elected  by 
the  people. 

63.  New  Jersey. — The  Duke  of  Vork,  on  coming  into  posseSMoii  of 
New  Netherlands,  immediately  granted  that  part  of  it  lying  between 
the  Delaware  River  and  the  Ocean  to  Lord  Berkeley  and  Sir  George 
Carteret  as  lords  proprietors.  At  first  there  were  two  colonies.  East 
and  West  Jersey :  but  ia  170Z,  when  the  proprietors  surrendered  their 
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rights  of  government  to  the  Crown,  the  Jerseys  were  reunited  and 
became  a  royal  Colony.  For  a  time,  New  Jersey  had  the  same  gov- 
ernor as  New  York,  but  it  always  had  its  own  separate  assembly. 

64.  Pennsylvania. — ^In  1681  Charles  II.  made  William  Penn  a 
grant  of  the  territory  between  parallels  39°  and  42°  north  latitude, 
extending  westward  from  the  Delaware  River  five  degrees  of  longi- 
tude. Pennsylvania  was  founded  the  next  year.  Penn,  who  was 
empowered  by  the  charter  to  enact  laws  conformable  to  reason  and 
the  laws  of  England,  with  the  consent  of  the  freemen  of  the  Colony, 
pursued  a  liberal  policy.  He  issued  "frames  of  government,"  offer- 
ing civil,  political,  and  religions  rights  to  such  persons  as  should  be- 
come settlers  within  his  province.  The  charter  of  1681  continued  in 
force  until  the  Revolution ;  then  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  assumed 
all  the  political  powers  that  belonged  to  Penn*s  descendants,  and 
paid  them  a  large  sum  of  money  for  surrendering  their  property  in- 
terests in  the  soil. 

65.  Delaware. — The  territories  composing  the  present  State  of 
Delaware  lay  within  the  grant  made  to  Lord  Baltimore  in  1632,  but  it 
never  became  a  part  of  Maryland.  Some  settlements  that  the 
Swedes  had  made,  passed  to  the  Datch  in  1655  ;  these  settlements, 
with  some  additional  ones  made  by  the  Dutch,  passed  to  the  Duke  of 
York  in  1664 ;  and  then  the  country  was  sold  by  the  Duke  to  William 
Penn  in  1682.  After  much  disputing,  Lord  Baltimore  surrendered 
his  claim.  For  a  time  it  was  a  mere  appendage  of  Pennsylvania  ; 
but  after  1703,  although  having  the  same  governor  as  that  Colony,  it 
had  its  own  independent  assembly.  And  this  state  of  things  contin- 
ued until  Delaware  became  a  State  at  the  opening  of  the  Revolution. 
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can Commonwealths,  same  as  previous  chapter;  Smith,  Goldwin. 
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IV.  LocAi,  Government. — Howard.  Local  Constitutional  His- 
tory of  the  U.  S..  particularly.  Part  I.;fokns  Hopkins  Studies  in  His- 
torical and  Political  Science,  First  Series  (Many  similar  articles  are 
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stittttionat  History  of  England;  Freeman,  Growth  of  the  Engliih 
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66.  The  Three  Classes  of  Colonies. — As  we  have 
seen  in  the  last  chapter,  Colonies  frequently  passed  from 
one  class  to  another.  Still,  the  three  original  types  were 
preserved  throughout  the  Colonial  period.  This  is  the 
grouping  at  the  time  of  the  Revolution  : 
{36) 


HOW  THE  COLONIES  WERE  GOVERNED. 


37 


1.  Charter  Colonies:  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  and 
Rhode  Island,  The  charters  were  written  documents  guar- 
anteeing to  the  people  certain  rights,  and  they  may  be  com- 
pared to  the  State  constitutions  of  the  present  day.  They 
sprang,  however,  from  the  Crown,  and  not  from  the  people. 

2.  Proprietary  Colonies  :  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware 
and  Maryland.  The  proprietors,  William  Penn  and  Lord 
Baltimore  and  their  descendants,  held  their  provinces  by 
patents  emanating  from  the  King,  and  these  patents,  to- 
gether with  the  concessions  of  rights  and  privileges  made 
to  the  people  by  the  proprietors,  had  much  the  same  effect 
as  the  New  England  charters. 

3.  Royal  or  Provincial  Colonies :  New  Hampshire, 
New  York,  New  Jersey,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South 
Carolina,  and  Georgia.  The  governors  of  these  Colonies, 
in  conjunction  with  assemblies  and  councils,  administered 
them  in  conformity  with  written  instructions  given  them 
from  time  to  time  by  the  Crown.  No  charter  or  patent 
stood  between  the  Colony  and  the  King  ;  at  the  same  time, 
the  various  concessions  that  the  Crown  made  to  the  people, 
together  with  the  customary  mode  of  government,  formed 
a  traditionary  constitution  or  charter. 

67.  Common  Political  Features. — While  the  thir- 
teen Colonies  differed  in  constitutional  features,  they  prac- 
tically agreed  in  respect  to  governmeutal  form,  machinery, 
and  administration.  First,  the  sura  total  of  powers  and 
functions  was  distributed  to  local  and  to  central  institu- 
tions; Secondly,  the  powers  and  functions  distributed  to 
each  class  of  institutions  were,  in  the  main,  the  same  ; 
Thirdly,  the  local  institutions  had  certain  general  corre- 
spondencies, while  fourthly,  the  central  governments  con- 
formed to  one  general  type.  These  local  and  central 
institutions  will  now  he  briefly  described.  Of  the  first 
class,  there  were  three  types :  the  Town  type,  found  in 
New  England  ;  the  County  type,  found  in  the  South ;  the 
Mixed, type,  found  in  the  Middle  States. 
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I.    The  Town  Tvpe. 

68.  The  Puritan  Ideas. — The  English  Puritans  de- 
sired to  diminish  the  consequence  of  the  higher  clergy  in 
Church  government,  and  to  increase  that  of  the  local  pas- 
tors and  of  the  lay  membership.  They  also  desired  to 
add  to  the  importance  of  the  plain  people  in  all  matters 
of  government.  To  carry  out  these  ideas,  was  the  main 
object  sought  by  those  Puritans  who  came  to  New  England. 
Furthermore,  the  first  to  come  came  as  Church  societies 
accompanied  by  their  ministers,  not  as  individuals.  More- 
over, they  mainly  belonged  to  the  English  middle  class, 
which  tended  to  foster  a  feeling  of  equality  and  to  render 
society  homogeneous. 

69.  The  First  Towns. — Such  a  Church  society,  land- 
ing on  the  New  England  coast,  would  naturally  make  choice 
of  some  suitable  spot  where  they  could  build  a  village  or 
group  of  houses,  and  so  all  go  to  the  same  church.  This 
they  did,  and  continued  to  do  as  they  moved  westward. 
The  first  towns  on  the  Connecticut  River  were  founded  by 
similar  congregations  migrating  from  Massachusetts.  Such 
settlements  were  favored  by  the  Massachusetts  government, 
which  made  grants  of  land  to  similar  societies  wishing  to 
live  near  together  and  attend  one  church.  In  later  times, 
emigrations  were  sometimes  made  to  the  West  in  the  same 
manner. 

70.  Influence  of  Physical  Conditions —  Physical 
conditions  tended  strongly  to  develop  the  village  feature  of 
New  England  civilization.  Large  farms  or  plantations  de- 
voted to  a  single  staple,  as  tobacco  or  rice,  were  an  impossi- 
bility ;  the  country  admitted  only  of  small  farms  and  small 
farming.  Then  villages  could  be  better  defended  against 
Indian  attacks  than  scattered  farms  and  houses.  The  rigor 
of  the  winter  climate  also  drove  the  people  together.  Be- 
sides, the  Colonists  interested  themselves  in  commerce  and 
fishing,  and  finally  in  manufacturing,  as  well  as  in  agricul- 
ture;  the  coast  was  indented  with  natural  harbors:    and 
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these  circumstances  favored  compact  societies  and  trading 
marts. 

71.  Education  and  Schools. — The  founders  of  New 
England  were  educated  as  well  as  religious  men.  They 
believed  thoroughly  in  schools  and  in  education,  and  the 
school,  as  well  as  the  church,  tended  to  centralize  the  com- 
mon life.  The  first  school  law  of  Massachusetts,  enacted 
in  1647,  ordered  "that  every  township  in  this  jurisdiction, 
after  the  Lord  hath  increased  them  to  the  number  of  fifty 
householders,  shall  then  forthwith  appoint  one  within  their 
town  to  teach  all  such  children  as  shall  resort  to  him  to 

write  and  read ;  also  that,  where  any  town 

shall  increase  to  the  number  of  one  hundred  householders, 
they  shall  set  up  a  grammar  school,  the  master  thereof  being 
able  to  instruct  youth  as  far  as  they  may  be  fitted  for  the 
university.  "  A  public  school  system  was  also  established 
at  an  early  day  in  Connecticut. 

73.  The  Old  New  England  Town. — The  primal  cell 
of  the  New  England  political  organism  was  a  reproduction 
of  the  English  parish  under  the  name  of  the  town,  and  it 
presented  both  a  civil  and  an  ecclesiastical  phase.  As  a 
civil  organization,  it  regulated,  in  town  meeting  and  by  its 
magistrates,  all  civil  matters  of  merely  domestic  concern, 
and  for  this  purpose  imposed  and  collected  taxes.  It  had 
its  own  representation  in  the  Colonial  Assembly,  and  its 
own  militia  company.  As  an  ecclesiastical  organization, 
it  was  a  Church  society,  choosing  its  own  minister  and 
other  of&cers,  and  regulating  its  own  ecclesiastical  affairs. 
In  1643  counties  were  first  organized  in  Massachusetts. 
Each  county  had  its  own  regiment,  as  each  town  had  its 
own  company.  The  county  cut  a  small  figure  in  New 
England. 

73.  Influence  of  the  System. — The  influence  of  local 
self-government  upon  New  England  life  was  very  great. 
It  proved  an  excellent  training  school  in  the  science  and 
the  art  of  politics.  Samuel  Adams,  who  had  more  to  do 
with  preparing  the  public  mind  of  Massachusetts  for  the 
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Revolution  than  any  other  one  man,  has  been  called  the 
man  of  the  town-meeting.  Mr.  JeflFerson  expressed  great 
admiration  for  town  government,  and  strove  to  introduce  it 
into  Virginia.  He  said:  "These  wards,  called  townships 
in  New  England,  are  the  vital  principle  of  their  govern- 
ments, and  have  proved  themselves  the  wisest  invention 
ever  devised  by  the  wit  of  man  for  the  perfect  exercise  of 
self-government  and  for  Its  preservation."  And  again : 
■'  These  little  republics  would  be  the  main  strength  of  the 
great  one.  We  owe  to  them  the  vigor  given  to  our  Revo- 
lution in  its  commencement  in  the  Eastern  Stales." 

II.  The  County  Type. 
74.  Early  Virginia  Life. — In  social  factors  Virginia 
differed  from  Massachusetts.  First,  the  emigrants  did  not 
bring  with  them  democratic  ideas  in  relation  to  religion  and 
civil  aEFairs,  but  were  content  with  the  English  Church  and 
State  systems.  They  did  not  come  as  organized  societies, 
but  as  individuals.  Secondly,  social  distinctions  were  far 
more  marked  in  the  emigration ;  there  were  paupers  and 
criminals  as  well  as  gentlemen  and  trades  people.  Thirdly, 
the  physical  conditions  were  very  different.  The  rivers, 
which  have  been  called  "fingers  of  an  ocean  hand," 
brought  sea-going  vessels  to  the  planter's  own  dock,  thus 
rendering  commercial  towns  at  first  unnecessary.  Lands 
were  granted  to  individuals,  not  to  communities,  and  in 
any  quantity  that  they  desired.  Men  of  capital  bought 
large  tracts  suitable  for  growing  tobacco,  just  as  men  of 
capital  in  our  time  buy  similar  tracts  in  Dakota  suitable 
for  growing  wheat.  Previous  to  1776,  when  entails  were 
abolished,  the  oldest  son  commonly  inherited  his  father's 
landed  estate.  There  were  small  farms,  but  the  tendency 
was  to  large  plantations,  Plantation  life  compelled  men 
to  live  in  the  country,  while  a  genial  climate  and  a  pictur- 
esque nature  rendered  country  life  very  attractive  and 
enjoyable.  In  time  the  absence  of  towns  became  a  serious 
inconvenience ;  there  was  little  trade  and  less  manufactur- 


1 


HOW  THE  COI^ONIES  WERE  GOVERNED.  4I 

ing;  transportation,  save  on  the  rivers,  was  difficult,  and 
the  people  were  mainly  dependent  upon  foreign  merchants. 
Efforts  were  now  made  to  stimulate  the  building  of  towns, 
but  they  were  commonly  fruitless.  Few  towns  were  built, 
and  these  were  small. 

75.  The  Virginia  Parish. — This  was  a  reproduction, 
with  some  changes,  of  the  English  parish.  The  parish 
authority  was  the  vestry,  composed  of  twelve  men,  who 
were  at  first  elected  by  the  people,  but  who  afterwards 
filled  the  vacancies  that  occurred  in  their  own  number. 
The  vestry  levied  the  parish  taxes,  appointed  the  church 
wardens,  looked  after  the  poor,  and  settled  the  minister 
of  the  parish.  The  sexton  and  the  parish-clerk  may  also 
be  mentioned.     There  were  no  schools  or  town-meetings. 

76.  The  Virginia  County. — This  was  the  political 
unit  of  the  Colony.  But  as  the  county  could  not  well 
meet  in  county-meeting,  as  the  New  England  town  met  in 
town-meeting,  local  government  was  representative,  not 
democratic.  The  justices  of  the  peace,  usually  eight  in 
number,  formed  the  county  court.  They  were  appointed 
by  the  Governor,  commonly  on  the  nomination  of  the  court 
itself,  which  made  the  court  a  close  corporation  like  the 
vestry.  The  court  appointed  its  own  clerk,  who  kept  the 
county  as  well  as  the  court  records,  and  nominated  a  list  of 
three  candidates  from  whom  the  Governor  appointed  the 
sheriff.  Besides  its  judicial  functions,  the  court  had  charge 
of  the  construction  of  roads,  highways,  and  bridges,  ap- 
pointed the  constables,  had  charge  of  ferries,  admitted 
attorneys  to  the  practice  of  the  law,  licensed  innkeepers, 
and,  in  early  times,  divided  the  county  into  parishes.  The 
other  county  officers  were  the  coroner,  the  surveyor,  and  the 
lieutenant,  who  was  chief  commander  of  the  militia  and 
administrator  of  the  military  laws.  The  county  was  repre- 
sented by  two  burgesses  in  the  House  of  Burgesses. 

77.  Taxation. — The  vestry  had  a  limited  power  of 

levying  taxes  for  parish  purposes.     The  county  court  made 

the  county  levy,  and  the  General  Assembly  the  Colonial 
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levy.  The  sheriff  was  the  fiscal  ofl&cer.  *'  He  was  not 
only  collector  of  both  public  and  county  levies,  and  some- 
times that  of  the  parish,  but  he  was  the  custodian  of  the 
tobacco  received,  paying  it  out  on  the  proper  warrant  and 
rendering  account  therefor  to  the  county  or  provincial 
court.  He  was,  in  short,  ex  officio  county  treasurer — there 
being  no  oflBcer  bearing  that  name  in  Virginia." ' 

78.  The  Southern  States. — Conditions  similar  to 
those  that  prevailed  in  Virginia  in  Colonial  daj'S  prevailed 
also  in  the  other  Southern  Colonies.  This  likeness  of  con- 
ditions tended  to  create  likeness  of  social  and  political  ideas 
and  institutions.  Besides,  the  influence  of  Virginia  on  the 
whole  South  was  considerable.  As  a  result,  the  County 
system  of  government,  with  minor  modifications,  was  estab- 
lished in  all  these  Colonies. 

79.  Influence  of  the  System. — The  County  system 
in  Colonial  times  tended  to  create  an  aristocratic  and  cen- 
tralized local  government.  And  yet  Virginia,  in  1776,  was 
as  well  prepared  for  independence  as  Massachusetts.  Hence 
we  must  seek  out  the  popular  element  in  her  political  life. 
The  vestrymen  were  usually  the .  most  discreet  farmers ; 
distributed  through  the  parish,  tl?.ey  were  acquainted  with 
the  details  and  economy  of  private  life,  and  they  found 
ample  inducements  to  execute  their  duties  well  in  their 
philanthropy,  in  the  approbation  of  their  neighbors,  and  in 
the  resulting  distinction.  The  parish  and  county  govern- 
ment was  open  to  the  public  eye.  On  the  political  stump, 
which  originated  in  pre- Revolutionary  days,  were  discussed 
the  rights  of  the  Colonies  and  their  relations  to  England. 
The  centralized  administration  created  able  political  leaders 
just  as  the  town-meeting  created  a  well-instructed  democ- 
racy ;  while  the  forces  of  American  life  tended  to  array  both 
alike  against  the  Crown  and  Parliament. 

HI.    The  Mixed  Type. 

80.  The  Middle  Colonies. — The  Mixed  System  was 
due   to  a  variety  of  causes.     First,  population  was  less 

* —  ' -  I  ■  ■  ■     ^^^ 
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homogeneous  in  the  Middle  States  than  in  New  England 
or  in  Virginia.  The  character  of  the  country  and  of  the 
people  tended  to  produce  a  type  of  life  midway  between  the 
town  life  of  the  North  and  the  plantation  life  of  the  South. 
Besides,  the  influence  upon  these  Colonies  of  the  older 
ones  was  considerable.  Hence  there  appeared  here  a 
mixed  form  of  local  government.  In  fact  there  were  two 
forms  of  the  system,  one  originating  in  New  York  and  the 
other  in  Pennsylvania. 

8i.  Local  Government  in  New  York. — The  Dutch 
created  in  New  York  manors,  villages,  and  chartered 
towns,  but  nothing  corresponding  to  the  county.  After 
the  conquest,  in  1664,  there  was  progressively  developed  a 
dual  system  that  gave  more  prominence  to  the  county 
than  Massachusetts,  and  more  prominence  to  the  township 
than  Virginia.  But  the  township  was  first,  and  retained 
the  local  powers  not  delegated  to  the  county. 

82.  Local  Government  in  Pennsylvania. — ^William 
Penn  substantially  destroyed  the  work  of  the  Dutch  and 
the  Duke  of  York  when,  in  1682,  he  reorganized  the  local 
institutions  of  Pennsylvania.  He  set  up  an  exclusive 
county  organization.  The  county  thus  instituted  was 
employed  for  all  the  important  purposes  of  self-govern- 
ment. It  was  a  judicial  organism,  a  unit  of  general  civil 
administration  and  a  fiscal  body."  Afterwards,  owing  to 
the  thickening  of  population  among  other  causes,  the 
township  appeared  and  began  to  develop  in  the  Colony. 
It  grew  up  at  the  expense  of  the  county,  as  the  county 
grew  up  at  the  expense  of  the  township  in  New  York. 

83.  Frame-work  of  the  Central  Governments. — 
In  every  Colony  the  central  government  consisted  of  three 
branches,  the  Legislative,  the  Executive,  and  the  Judicial. 
Save  in  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  and  Georgia,  the  Legisla- 
turies  were  bicameral,  not  unicameral;  that  is,  they  consisted 
of  a  lower  house,  commonly  called  the  Assembly  or  House 
of  Representatives,  and  an  upper  house  called  the  Council. 
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In  the  States  mentioned,  the  Council  had  no  legislative 
power,  but  was  merely  an  advisory  executive  body. 

84.  Powers  of  the  Central  Qovernments. — The 
word  colony  expresses  dependence  more  or  less  strict. 
Hereafter  we  shall  see  how  the  nature  and  extent  of  Colonial 
dependence  on  England  became  the  subject  of  angry  con- 
tention; here  it  will  suffice  to  describe  the  usual  course  of 
government. 

The  Legislature  claimed  the  right  to  legislate  on  all 
matters  of  merely  local  concern,  and  this  the  Home  govern- 
ment usually  granted.  The  charters  enjoined  the  Colonies 
not  to  infringe  upon  the  laws  of  England  ,  and  about  the 
close  of  the  seventeenth  century  Parliament  enacted  that 
"  all  laws,  by-laws,  usages,  and  customs,  which  should  be 
enforced  in  any  of  the  Plantations,  repugnant  to  any  law 
made,  or  to  be  made,  in  this  kingdom,  relative  to  said  Plan- 
tations shall  be  utterly  void  and  of  non-effect. ' '  The  power 
to  decide  what  was  repugnant,  the  Home  government 
retained  in  its  own  hands.  AH  the  Colonies  but  Rhode 
Island  and  Maryland  were  required  to  submit  their  laws  to 
the  Crown  for  its  approval  ;  still,  they  took  effect  immedi- 
ately on  their  passage,  and  continued  in  force  until  formally 
set  aside.  Save  in  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island,  the 
Governor  had  a  veto  on  all  legislation  ;  he  could  also  ad- 
journ the  Legislature,  and  in  some  instances  dissolve  it  and 
call  for  the  election  of  a  new  Assembly.  The  Legislatures 
voted  all  Colonial  taxes.  The  Courts  adjudicated  alt  cases 
arising  under  the  Colonial  laws,  subject,  however,  to  an 
appeal  to  the  King  in  council.  Mr.  Bryce's  statement, 
"practically  each  Colony  was  a  self-governing  common- 
wealth, left  to  manage  its  own  affairs,  with  scarcely  any 
interference  from  home,"  is  a  true  description  of  the  times 
preceding  the  differences  leading  to  the  Revolution. 

85.  Civil  and  Religious  Rights.— Speaking  gener- 
ally, the  Colonists  who  came  to  America  seeking  larger 
civil  liberty  found  what  they  sought  for.  They  possessed 
all  the  civil  rights  of  Englishmen.     Trial  by  jury  in  both 
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civil  and  criminal  cases,  and  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  were 
firmly  established.  The  rights  of  life,  property,  and  per- 
son were  the  common  possession  of  the  people,  save  as 
modified  by  the  laws  relating  to  religion.  Religious  lib- 
erty was  less  fully  secured  than  civil  liberty.  In  New  Eng- 
land, save  Rhode  Island,  the  Congregational  Church  was 
established  by  law  and  supported  by  taxation,  as  the 
Episcopal  Church  was  in  Virginia  and  in  some  of  the 
other  Colonies.  Upon  the  whole,  the  Colonies  were  fully 
abreast  of  any  communities  in  the  world  in  respect  to  civil 
and  religious  rights,  and  far  in  advance  of  most  of  them. 
J^W  86.  Political  Rights. — In  all  the  Colonies,  the  people 
participated  in  carrying  on  the  government,  but  in  different 
degrees.  The  people  elected  the  more  numerous  and  pow- 
erful branch  of  the  Legislature.  In  Connecticut  and  Rhode 
Island,  they  also  elected  the  Council  and  the  Governor. 
In  Massachusetts,  the  Assembly  elected  the  Council  subject 
to  the  Governor's  veto.  In  the  proprietary  Colonies,  the 
proprietors  appointed  the  Governors  and  the  Councils.  In 
the  royal  Colonies,  the  Crown  appointed  both  the  Councils 
and  the  Governors.  The  Crown  also  appointed  the  Gover- 
nor in  Massachusetts,  which  was  a  semi-royal  Colony.  In 
some  Colonies,  the  Judges  were  for  a  time  elected  by  the 
Legislature,  but  at  last  they  were  all  appointed  by  the 
Crown,  or  by  the  Governor  acting  in  the  name  of  the 
Crown. 

87.  The  Elective  Franchise. — The  elective  franchise 
was  sometimes  regulated  by  charter,  sometimes  by  law, 
sometimes  by  royal  instructions  to  Governors,  and  some- 
times by  custom.  The  regulations  varied  in  different  Col- 
onies, and  in  the  same  Colony  at  different  times.  The 
county  franchise  and  the  town  franchise  did  not  always 
agree.  The  statutes  did  not  forbid  the  suffrage  to  the 
Negro  or  the  Indian,  if  he  were  otherwise  qualified,  save  in 
the  South.  There  was  a  tendency  to  confine  voting  to 
British  subjects  either  by  birth  or  naturalization.  The 
New  England  Colonies  were  disposed  to  impose  moral 
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qualifications,  as  that  a  person  who  had  been  fined  or 
whipped  for  any  scandalous  offense  should  not  vote  until 
the  court  should  manifest  its  satisfaction.  For  a  time,  most 
of  the  same  Colonies  limited  the  suffrage  to  Church  mem- 
bers. As  a  rule  Roman  Catholics  were  excluded  from 
voting.  Quakers  were  sometimes,  but  not  generally,  dis- 
qualified in  terms,  but  their  hesitation  to  take  oaths  often 
had  that  result.  The  rule  was  that  an  elector  must  be 
twenty-one  years  of  age.  Custom  excluded  women,  but  not 
the  law  save  in  Virginia.  There  were  also  residential 
qualifications,  while  property  qualifications  appear  to  have 
been  universal.  The  Massachusetts  charter  of  1691  pro- 
vided that  no  person  should  vote  for  members  to  serve  in  the 
General  Court  unless  he  had  a  freehold  estate  in  land  to  the 
value  of  forty  shillings  per  annum  at  the  least,  or  other 
estate  to  the  value  of  forty  pounds  sterling.  Many  of  the 
Colonies  required  a  freehold  estate,  some  of  them  laying 
less  stress  on  its  value  than  on  its  size.  Thus,  Virginia 
confined  the  suffrage  to  freeholders  who  had  fifty  acres  of 
untilled  land,  or  twenty-five  acres  with  a  plantation  includ- 
ing a  house  twelve  feet  square. 

In  New  England  freejnan  was  originally  a  technical 
term,  and  it  continued  such  in  Connecticut  and  Rhode 
Island  until  the  present  century.  **  A  freeman  did  not  be- 
come such  unless  he  possessed  certain  prescribed  qualifica- 
tions, and  until  he  had  been  approved,  admitted,  and 
sworn.**  When  that  had  been  done,  **his  position  was 
analogous  to  that  of  a  freeman  in  a  city  or  borough,  and  as 
such  he  became  entitled  to  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  the 
elective  franchise.'*^ 

This  outline  of  Colonial  Government  will  be  all  the 

more  intelligible  and  instructive  when  followed  by  a  similar 

one  of  the  government  of  England. 

88.    The  Saxon  Township. — The  unit  of  political  organization 
in  Englaud  is  the  township.     Its  original  must  be  sought  in  the  vil- 

1  See  Bishop,  Cortland  P.:  History  of  flections  in  the  American  Colonies. 
Columbia  College,  1893.  The  above  paragraphs  in  relation  to  suffrage  are  com- 
piled from  this  monograph. 
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lage  community  and  mark  of  Germany ;  the  community  being  a 
social  organization  occupying  the  mark,  as  its  home  was  called. 
The  original  bond  was  blood-relationship.  **  As  they  fought  side  by 
side  on  the  field,"  says  Mr.  Green,  **  so  they  dwelt  side  by  side  on 
the  soil.  Harling  abode  by  Harling,  and  Billing  by  Billing,  and 
each  *  wick  *  and  *  ham  *  and  *  stead  *  and  *  ton  *  took  its  name  from 
the  kinsmen  who  dwelt  in  it.  In  this  way,  the  house  or  *  ham  *  of 
the  Billings  was  Billingham,  and  the  town  or  township  of  the  Har- 
lings  was  Harlington."  ^  In  the  course  of  time,  considerable  changes 
were  made  in  this  primitive  society.  As  a  factor  in  the  Feudal  sys- 
tem, it  became  the  manor  subject  to  a  lord ;  as  a  factor  in  the  Church 
system,  the  parish  presided  over  by  a  priest.  But  the  township  has 
never  ceased  to  be  the  primary  unit  of  the  English  constitution. 
Mr.  Green  thus  describes  the  Saxon  township  government : 

**  The  life,  the  sovereignty,  of  the  settlement  was  solely  in  the 
body  of  the  freemen  whose  holdings  lay  round  the  moot-hill,  or  the 
sacred  tree,  where  the  community  met  from  time  to  time  to  order  its 
own  industry  and  to  make  its  own  laws.  Here  new  settlers  were 
admitted  to  the  freedom  of  the  township,  and  by-laws  framed  and 
head-men  and  tithing-men  chosen  for  its  governance.  Here  plough- 
land  and  meadow-land  were  shared  in  due  lot  among  all  the  villagers, 
and  field  and  homestead  passed  from  man  to  man  by  the  delivery  of  a 
turf  cut  from  its  soil.  Here  strife  of  farmer  with  farmer  was  settled 
according  to  the  customs  of  the  township  as  its  eldermen  stated 
them,  and  four  men  were  chosen  to  follow  headman  or  ealdorman  to 
hundred-court  or  war.**  ^ 

89.  The  Hundred. — In  Saxon  England,  as  in  ancient  Germany, 
the  townships  were  incorporated  into  the  hundred,  the  head-man  of 
which  was  the  hundred-man,  elder,  or  reeve.  Here  appeared  the 
principle  of  representation,  the  germ  of  republican  government. 
Says  Mr.  Green : 

"The  four  or  ten  villagers  who  followed  the  reeve  of  each  town- 
ship to  the  general  muster  of  the  hundred,  were  held  to  represent 
the  whole  body  of  the  township  from  whence  they  came.  Their 
voice  was  its  voice,  their  doing  its  doing,  their  pledge  its  pledge. 
The  hundred  moot,  a  moot  which  was  made  by  this  gathering  of  the 
representatives  of  the  townships  that  lay  within  its  bounds,  thus 
became  at  once  a  court  of  appeal  from  the  moots  of  each  separate 
village,  as  well  as  of  arbitration  in  dispute  between  township  and 
township.*** 

Althougli  the  hundred  fell  out  of  place  in  England,  the  name 
appears  in  the  history  ot  several  of  the  American  States. 

1  The  Making  of  England,  p.  182. 

9  Ibid,  pp.  187, 188, 

8  History  of  the  English  People,  Vol.  I.,  p.  14. 
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90.  The  Shire  or  County. — This  was  an  aggregation  of  hun- 
dreds. The  head-man  of  the  shire  was  at  first  styled  the  elderman 
or  alderman;  afterwards  the  shire-reeve,  or  the  sheriff,  appeared  as 
the  special  representative  of  the  King.  The  shire-moot  was  rather  a 
judicial  than  a  political  body.  Mr.  Green  thus  describes  the  latter 
form  of  the  shire-moot: 

"The  local  kuightUood,  the  yeomanry,  the  husbandmen  of  the 
county,  were  all  represented  in  the  crowd  that  galliered  round  the 
sheriff,  as.gnarded  by  his  liveried  followers,  he  published  the  King's 
writs,  announced  his  demands  of  aids,  received  the  presentment  of 
criminals  and  the  inquest  oC  the  local  jurors,  assessed  the  taxatioii  of 
each  district,  or  listened  solemnly  to  appeals  for  justice,  civil  aud 
criminal,  from  all  who  held  themselves  oppressed  In  the  lesser  courts 
of  the  hundred  or  the  soke.  ...  In  all  cases  of  civil  or  criminal 
justice  the  twelve  sworn  assessors  of  the  sheriff,  as  members  of  a 
class,  thoiigli  not  formerly  deputed  for  that  purpose,  practically  rep- 
resented the  judicial  opinion  of  the  county  at  large.  From  every 
hundred  came  groups  of  twelve  sworn  deputies,  the  jurors  through 
whom  tbe  presentments  of  thedistrict  were  made  to  the  royal  officer, 
and  with  whom  the  assessment  of  its  sliare  in  the  general  taxation 
was  arranged.'" 

Qi,  The  Kingdom  of  England.— The  Sasoii  invaders  founded 
many  dominions  in  Britain  ;  in  due  time,  these  dominions  were 
united  into  one  kingdom  under  the  name  of  England,  the  completed 
union  dating  from  the  ninth  century.  This  kingdom  was  composed 
of  the  shires  or  counties,  and  was  governed  by  the  King  aud  his 
Council,  which  was  a  representative  body  consisting  of  the  aldermen, 
the  bishops,  whose  dioceses  at  £rst  coincided  with  the  shires,  and  the 
royal thegus,  or  nobles  whom  the  Klug  bad  created.  The  Council 
was  called  the  Witeuagemot,  or  Council  of  the  Wise.  From  this 
simple  government,  the  present  imperial  system  of  Great  Britain 
was  progressively  developed.  The  council  proper  became  the  law- 
making authority,  the  King  the  law-executing  authority.  The 
single  assembly  became  the  two  legislative  houses,  the  House  of 
Lords  and  the  House  of  Commons,  the  one  representing  the  aristo- 
cratic and  the  other  the  popular  elements  of  the  State.  A  well- 
known  statute  in  the  isth  Edward  I.  declared  that  "  no  tallage  or 
aid  "  (that  is,  tax]  should  be  takeu  or  levied  withoat  the  good  wilt 
and  assent  of  Parliament,  composing  the  archbishops,  bishops,  earls, 
barons,  knights,  burgfssei,  avd  other  freemen  of  the  land.  In 
lime  the  power  to  vote  all  supplies  was  expressly  limited  to  the 
Commons,  The  power  to  decide  certain  cases  at  law  that  tile  King 
and  Council  at  first  possessed,  passed  to  a  cycle  of  courts,  except  that 
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the  House  of  I/)rds  continued  to  retain  a  certain  appellate  jurisdic- 
tion. When  this  evolution  was  completed,  the  three  functions  of 
government  had  been  committed  to  three  separate  branches  or 
departments:  the  legislative  to  Parliament,  the  executive  to  the 
Crown,  and  the  judicial  to  the  Courts  of  Law.  The  Crown  finally 
lost  its  veto  on  legislation ;  but  about  the  time  when  the  veto  became 
obsolete,  a  practical  working  connection  between  the  Legislature 
and  the  Executive  was  eflfected  by  means  of  the  device  called  the 
Ministry,  and  sometimes  the  Administration  and  the  Government. 
It  is  to  be  said,  however,  that  all  these  lines  had  not  been  clearly 
drawn  when  the  English  Plantations  were  established. 

92,  The  English  System  Free. — It  will  be  seen  that  the  Saxons 
established  in  England  a  free  system  of  government.  It  was  carried 
on  partly  by  the  freemen  themselves,  and  partly  by  their  representa- 
tives. The  King  was  not  regarded  as  ruling  by  Divine  right,  but  as 
the  delegate  of  the  nation.  It  combined  therefore  both  democratic 
and  republican  elements.  Time  wrought  its  changes ;  the  monarch- 
ical, aristocratic,  and  democratic  elements  varied  in  strength  at 
diflferent  times ;  but  the  great  features  of  the  Saxon  constitution  were 
never  lost,  and  the  government  progressively  became  the  freest  in 
the  world. 

93.  Likeness  of  the  Colonies  to  England. — This  recital  of  facts 
shows  how  like  the  thirteen  Colonies  were  to  the  parent  state.  With 
variations  of  detail,  they  all  reproduced  the  political  institutions  of 
England  ;  and,  save  that  they  were  not  sovereign  states,  they  were 
Englands  in  miniature.  The  Town,  County,  and  Mixed  systems  of 
local  government  were  an  outgrowth,  under  new  conditions,  of  the 
local  institutions  of  England.  Their  Legislative,  Executive,  and 
Judicial  departments  were  copies  of  the  Parliament,  King,  and  Courts 
of  England.  The  houses  of  representatives  and  the  councils  were 
the  House  of  Commons  and  the  House  of  Lords  over  again.  In  fact, 
in  some  of  the  Colonies  the  lower  house  was  called  the  House  of 
Commons.  The  people  in  England  voted  for  members  of  the  House 
of  Commons  only ;  and  in  the  Colonies,  with  the  exception  of  the 
two  republican  Colonies  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island,  they  voted 
only  for  members  of  the  popular  branch  of  the  Legislature.  An  ap- 
pointed Council  had  taken  the  place  of  the  hereditary  House  of  Lords, 
and  an  appointed  Governor  the  place  of  the  hereditary  King.  More 
men  relatively  exercised  the  right  of  suffrage  in  the  Colonies  than  in 
England,'  but  their  suffrage  did  not  directly  affect,  with  the  excep- 
tions natned,  more  departments  of  the  government.  Hence,  the  com- 
mon statement  that  the  Colonists  came  to  America  with  new  political 
ideas  cannot  be  true  of  governmental  forms  and  processes.  In  this 
respect  they  brought  nothing  new  and  established  nothing  new. 
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They  wished  to  give  the  people  more  weight  in  cocducting  the  gov- 
ernment accordiug  to  the  old  fonus,  aud  this  tliey  accomplished. 
Eesidea,  they  were  more  interested  in  enlarging  their  civil  and  relig- 
ious rights  thau  their  political  rights. 

94.  New  Modes  of  Government  Rejected.— At  first  some  new 
modes  of  governmeut,  or  at  least  modes  unknown  to  the  Englisb 
people,  were  attempted.  lu  Virginia  the  first  local  govecQloent  was 
a  despotism  centered  in  the  Council,  limited  only  by  the  Company 
and  the  King  in  England.  Plymouth  and  Massachusetts  both  tried 
democracy  for  a  few  years.  Moreover  government  by  commercial 
companies  such  as  the  charters  of  1606  and  1620  contemplate,  or  by  a 
benevolent  association,  as  in  Georgia,  was  foreign  to  the  English 
mind  and  habit.  The  thoroughness  with  which  these  devices  were 
swept  away,  and  the  uniformity  aud  promptness  with  which  forms 
and  modes  of  government  familiar  to  the  people  were  established, 
show  the  strength  of  political  habit.  Perhaps,  too,  proprietary 
government  would  have  gone  with  the  others,  only  it  was  simple  and 
easily  understood,  the  proprietary  being  merely  a  lieutenant- king. 

95.  The  Dual  System.  Circutn stances,  however,  made  one  im- 
portant departure  from  English  precedent  necessary.  This  was  dual 
government,  the  douhle  jurisdiction  of  the  Crown  and  the  Colony. 
If  the  planters  had  not  insisted  upon  being  admitted  to  participation 
in  public  affairs,  they  would  not  have  been  Englishmen.  If  the 
King  had  not  insisted  upon  esteoding  his  authority  over  the  Planta- 
tions, he  would  have  had  no  colonies.  Mr.  Bryce  says  the  American 
of  to-day  has  "  two  loyalties  and  two  patriotisms."  His  Colonial  an- 
cestors had  them  also.  At  Jamestown  and  Boston  are  found  the  roots 
of  our  federal  system. 

96.  The  Governments  Gro'wths. — These  well  defined  govern- 
ments,  although  Ihey  conformed  so  closely  to  the  English  model,  were 
not  set  up  at  given  places  or  times.  Like  all  really  useful  political 
institutions,  they  were  progressively  developed.  Not  one  of  the 
charters  fully  describes  the  government  existing  in  the  Colony  or- 
ganized under  it.  The  Declaration  of  Independence  charged  the 
King  with  conspiring  with  others  to  subject  the  Colonies  to  a  juris- 
diction foreign  to  their  constitution.  This  language  relates  to  the 
Colonies  collectively,  as  one.  But  the  Colonies  as  one  had  no  con- 
stitution in  the  sense  that  the  United  States  have  one  to-day.  They 
did,  however,  have  a  constitution  in  a  wider  aud  less  definite  sense. 
The  forms  of  government  transplanted  from  Englant!  ;  the  rights  and 

iges  belonging  to  all  Englishmen  and  expressly  guaranteed  to  the 
Colonies,— these,  modified  by  American  conditions,  made  up  the 
coustitution  that  the  King  sought  to  overthrow. 

97.  English  Colonies  Compared  With  New  Spain  and  New 
France. — Nothing  could  more  clearly  show  the  remarkable  political 
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genius  of  the  English  Colonists  than  such  a  comparison  carefully 
wrought  out.  The  Spanish  and  French  colonies  were  established  by 
patronage  or  power,  and  they  were  ruled  in  the  spirit  of  absolutism 
by  royal  governors.  They  did  not  desire  self-government ;  in  fact, 
4id  not  know  what  it  is;  and  the  more  paternal  the  government 
became  the  more  content  they  were.  When  Count  Frontenac  took 
«teps  in  the  direction  of  establishing  municipal  institutions  at  Quebec, 
Colbert,  the  great  French  minister,  reproached  him,  saying:  **  It  is  well 
for  you  to  observe  that  you  are  always  to  follow,  in  the  government 
of  Canada,  the  forms  in  use  here ;  and  since  our  kings  have  long 
regarded  it  as  good  for  their  service  not  to  convoke  the  States-General 
of  the  kingdom,  in  order,  perhaps,  to  abolish  insensibly  this  ancient 
usage,  you  on  your  part,  should  very  rarely,  or,  to  speak  more  cor- 
rectly, never  give  a  corporate  form  to  the  inhabitants  of  Canada. 
You  should  even,  as  the  colony  strengthens,  suppress  gradually  the 
office  of  the  syndic,  who  presents  petitions  in  the  name  of  the  inhabit- 
ants ;  for  it  is  well  that  each  should  speak  for  himself,  and  no  one  for 
all.*'  ^  Political  life  is  impossible  under  such  a  regime  as  this.  The 
thirteen  Colonies  came  up  in  a  very  diflferent  way  ;  and,  save  in 
times  of  war,  they  were  never  so  happy  as  when  Crown  and  Parlia- 
ment left  them  most  severely  alone. 

1  Parkman  :  Count  Frontenac,  page  20. 

Note. — Within  a  few  years  a  disposition  has  been  shown,  and  notably  by  Mr. 
Douglas  Campbell  (See  "The  Puritan  in  Holland,  England,  and  America")  to 
emphasize  Dutch  influence  in  the  development  of  American  institutions,  largely 
to  the  exclusion  of  English  influence.  To  repel  the  extreme  claim  that  has  been 
made,  it  is  not  necessary  to  deny  Dutch  influence  altogether.  A  recent  writer 
sums  up  the  contention  as  follows  : 

*'  (1)  It  is  claimed  that  America  was  influenced  by  Holland,  because  Holland 
exerted  an  influence  over  England.  But  it  is  evident  that  this  particular  line  of 
influence,  whatever  it  may  have  been,  reached  America  through  England.  I,ittle 
is  said  by  these  one-sided  writers  of  any  influence  exerted  by  England  over  Hol- 
land. (2)  It  is  claimed  that  because  the  Pilgrims  and  some  of  the  early  Puritans 
passed  through  Holland  on  their  way  to  America,  they  were  controUingly  influ- 
enced by  the  Dutch.  But  there  is  practically  an  ignoring  of  the  fact  that  these 
men  had  spent  the  greater  part  of  their  lives  in  England,  and  were  by  birth  and 
blood  Englishmen.  (3)  It  is  claimed  that  by  means  of  commercial  transactions, 
Holland  and  New  Amsterdam  influenced  the  social  life  of  the  Colonists.  But  the 
long  and  bitter  hostility  of  the  Colonists  toward  the  Dutch  is  unmentioned.  And 
the  fact  is  left  out  of  sight,  that  the  main  contact  and  commerce  of  the  Colonies, 
down  to  the  very  last,  was  with  England."  Stevens:  Sources  of  the  Constitution, 
page  19. 
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98.  Growth  of  the  Colonies. — At  first  this  was  slow, 
afterwards  rapid.  This  growth  included  all  the  material 
and  moral  elements  of  power-^territory,  population,  wealth, 
intelligence,  and  religion.  In  the  war  that  transferred 
the  French  dominions  on  the  continent  east  of  the  Missis- 
sippi to  England,  the  Colonies  were  a  prominent  factor. 
Colony,  which  first  meant  a  single  feeble  settlement  on  the 
seashore,  now  meant  a  vigorous  and  thriving  common- 
wealth. The  Virginia  of  1775,  for  example,  was  no  longer 
Jamestown,  but  a  noble  province  that  extended  to  the  Ohio 
River,  embracing  many  hundreds  of  plantations  and  con- 
taining half  a  million  of  people. 
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99  .  Population. — In  Colonial  days  there  were  no  reg- 
ular or  complete  censuses ;  and  historians,  dealing  with 
population  and  wealth,  are  compelled  to  rely  on  very  im- 
perfect data.  Mr.  Bancroft  supposes  that  the  population  of 
the  country  in  1774  was  2,600,000.'  This  is  about  one- 
fourth  of  the  population  of  Kngland  and  Wales  at  that  time. 
Nearly  all  of  this  population  was  American -born.  To  no 
Colony  ha'd  the  emigration  from  Europe  been  of  long  con- 
tinuance, or  great  in  numbers.  The  younger  Colonies,  to 
a  considerable  extent,  drew  their  population  from  the  older 
ones. 

100.  Wealth  and  Commerce. — Unfortunately,  there 
are  no  statistics  showing  the  growth  of  wealth,  or  its  total 
amount  at  any  one  time.  Great  progress  was  made,  how- 
ever, in  agriculture,  in  lumbering,  and  iu  fisheries,  consid- 
erable progress  in  manufactures,  and  some  in  mining. 
Durand  WTOte  of  the  Colonies  in  1766  :  "  They  are  too  rich 
to  remain  in  obedience." 

101.  Independence  Declared.— All  this  time  the  con- 
Bpicuous  fact  in  the  politics  of  these  commonwealths  was 
their  dependence  upon  England.  But,  suddenly,  as  the 
casual  European  observer  must  have  thought,  there  came  a 
great  change.  Early  in  the  year  1775,  the  Colonies  united 
to  resist  by  force  of  arms  the  efibrts  of  the  Mother  Country 
to  govern  them  ;  and  on  July  4,  1776,  the  Continental  Con- 
'greSs,  representing  them  all,  published  and  declared : 

"That  these  United  Colonies  are,  and  of  right  ought  to 
be,  free  and  independent  States  ;  that  they  are  absolved 
from  all  allegiance  to  the  British  Crown,  and  that  all  polit- 
ical connection  between  them  and  the  state  of  Great  Britain 
is,  aud  ought  to  be,  totally  dissolved ;  and  that  as  free 
and  independent  States  they  have  full  power  to  levy  war, 
conclude  peace,  contract  alliances,  establish  commerce,  and 
to  do  all  other  acts  aud  things  which  independent  stales 
may  of  right  do." 

The  British  Colonies  in  North  America  now  became  the 
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United  States  of  North  America.  The  War  of  Independ- 
ence made  the  declaration  good.  As  the  planting  of  these 
Colonies  was  the  most  far-reaching  event  of  the  seventeenth 
century,  so  their  independence  was  the  most  far-reaching 
event  of  the  eighteenth. 

102.  Cause  and  Occasion  of  the  W^ar. — The  Decla- 
ration of  Independence  assigns  the  causes  that  impelled  the 
Colonies  to  separation.  These  causes  form  a  "  history  of 
repeated  injuries  and  usurpations,  all  having  in  direct  ob- 
ject the  establishment  of  an  absolute  tyranny  over  these 
States."  The  facts  recited  were  rather  the  occasion  than 
the  cause  of  separation.  The  American  Revolution  was  a 
step  in  that  grand  march  of  civilized  man  toward  larger 
freedom  and  better  political  institutions,  which  began  in 
Europe  in  the  fifteenth  century,  and  has  continued  until 
the  present  day.  This  movement  was  felt  in  England  be- 
fore the  American  Plantations  were  made,  and  was  partic- 
ularly vigorous  in  the  seventeenth  century.  In  America, 
it  went  forward  with  more  momentum  than  in  England. 
The  American  Revolution  was  a  kind  of  continuation  of 
the  English  revolutions  of  1642  and  1688  ;  and  its  best 
definition  is,  aclashbetweeuthe  republican  ideas  of  America 
and  the  monarchical  and  aristocratical  ideas  of  England. 
The  Declaration  of  Independence  and  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  belong  to  the  same  series  of  great  char- 
ters of  human  rights  as  Magna  Charta,  the  Petition  of  Right, 
the  Bill  of  Rights,  and  the  Reform  Bill.  At  the  utmost, 
the  facts  recited  in  the  Declaration  were  only  proximate, 
and  not  original,  causes  of  the  division  of  the  British 
■  Empire. 

W  103.  Idea  of  Nationality. — The  Colonies  occupied  the 
edge  of  a  vast  territorial  empire  that  was  the  fit  home  of  a 
great  sovereign  people.  A  people  had  been  slowly  forming 
in  this  empire  worthy  to  possess  it.  They  were  2,600,000 
in  number.  They  abounded  in  that  capacity  for  self-gov- 
ernment which  is  so  characteristic  of  the  English  race. 
They  represented  the  advanced  civil,  political,  and  religious 
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ideas  of  the  world.  At  the  beginning,  they  sought  only  a 
redress  of  grievances  ;  for  a  full  j'ear,  they  shrank  from 
cutting  the  ties  that  bound  them  to  the  Mother  Country ; 
and  yet,  unconsciously  to  themselves,  the  idea  of  nationality 
had  slowly  been  taking  form  in  their  minds.  The  name 
"Continental*'  given  to  the  Congress,  the  army,  and  the 
cause  shows  how  readily  they  caught  the  vision  of  inde- 
pendent empire.  Turgot  wisely  said  that  *'  Colonies  are 
like  fruits,  which  cling  to  the  tree  only  till  they  ripen.'* 

An  historical  review  will  illustrate  the  foregoing  state- 
ments. 

X04.  England  in  1603.— At  this  time  England  was  a  great  and 
progressive  state.  In  no  country  did  the  people,  on  the  whole,  enjoy 
more  civil,  political,  and  religious  rights.  In  a  long  series  of  strug- 
gles with  arbitrary  power,  the  people  had  won  a  large  measure  of  free- 
dom.-x'  In  these  respects,  the  Englishman  of  Queen  Elizabeth's  time 
was  far  in  advance  of  his  contemporaries  on  the  Continent,  save 
alone  the  Hollander. 

X05.  The  English  Revolution  of  1642. — Soon  after  the  House  of 
Stuart  came  to  the  throne,  there  came  a  crisis  in  English  history. 
Broadly  stated,  the  issue  when  defined  was.  How  much  power  shall 
belong  to  the  King,  and  how  much  to  Parliament  ?  Narrowly  stated, 
Shall  the  King  levy  taxes  that  have  not  been  voted  by  the  House  of 
Commons?  When  Charles  I.  could  not  obtain  a  parliament  that 
would  conform  to  his  wishes,  he  undertook  to  govern  without  one ; 
and  this  attempt  brought  on,  in  1642,  a  civil  war,  that  finally  ended, 
in  1649,  ^^  li^s  death,  the  overthrow  of  the  Monarchy,  and  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Commonwealth.  Questions  of  religious  rights  were 
also  involved  in  the  struggle.  And  it  is  important  to  note  that  the 
first  British  Colonies  in  America  were  planted  while  this  long  contest 
was  going  on. 

X06.  Political  Character  of  the  Colonists. — The  Colonists  brought 
with  them  to  America  all  the  free  political  institutions  that  had 
slowly  grown  up  in  England.  The  royal  charters  guaranteed  to  them 
the  common  rights  and  liberties  of  Englishmen.  Moreover,  a  large 
number  of  them  held  the  most  advanced  civil,  political,  and  religious 
views  then  held  in  England.  Not  a  few  of  them — all  in  fact, 
who  founded  New  England,  and  some  in  other  Colonies — left  the 
Mother  Country  on  account  of  these  views.  Thus,  to  an  extent  the 
men  who  planted  the  Colonies  were  even  more  pronounced  in  their 
political  and  religious  sentiments  than  the  men  who  successfully 
resisted  tyranny  in  England.    Some  of  them  were  the  same  men. 
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107.  The  Growth  of  Free  Sentiments. — The  English  institutions 
and  ideas  brought  to  America  were  virile,  and  all  the  couditions  were 
favorable  to  their  growth.  Population  was  sparse  ;  the  restraiiits 
of  old  aud  thicltly  peopled  societies  were  iu  a  measure  removed  ;  t!ie 
Plantations  were  separated  from  the  Old  World  by  the  Atlantic 
Ocean.  Men  living  in  the  forests  of  America  were  not  likely  to  pay 
great  defereuce  to  a  distant  governmeut  that  bad  left  them  to  de- 
pend upon  themselves.  Everything  tended  to  engender  the  spirit  of 
freedom,  and  the  spirit  of  freedom  finally  ripened  into  the  spirit  of 
independence.  It  ia  not  strange,  therefore,  that  at  the  end  of  a  cent- 
ury and  a  half,  the  people  of  the  Colonies  came  to  hold  advanced 
opinions  concerning  human  rights  and  the  nature  and  powers  of 
governnieal.  Still,  the  bonds  of  society  were  not  relaxed  ;  ou  the 
other  hand,  the  people  were  generally  as  devoted  to  law,  order,  and 
civil  obedience  as  any  iu  the  world. 

What  the  advanced  political  views  of  the  Colonists  were,  when 
the  struggle  with  England  culminated,  can  best  be  learned  from 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  They  were  pure  republicanism. 
Similar  views  were  then  found  ia  books  written  by  political  philoso- 
phers, but  uo  government  rested  upon  them  as  a  foundation. 

108.  The  English  Revolution  of  1688,— In  the  war  of  1642-1649, 
the  popular  party  in  England  won  the  day.  But  by  1660  that  party 
had  lost  its  hold  on  the  country,  aud  the  Sluarts  came  back  to  the 
throne.  Charles  II.  ruled  in  a  very  arbitrary  manner,  and  his 
brother,  James  II.,  who  succeeded  him  in  1685,  in  a  manner  still  more 
arbitrary.  The  result  was  a  second  revolution  that,  in  168S,  drove 
King  James  from  the  country,  made  William  of  Orange  king,  and 
once  more  started  England  on  a  course  of  political  progress.  The 
rights  for  which  the  popular  party  had  contended  were  now  effect- 
ually secured.  The  independence  and  supremacy  of  Parliament 
were  established,  and  the  Bill  of  Rights  enacted.  Never  again  did 
any  English  king  attempt  what  some  of  the  old  kings  had  done.  So 
far,  the  geueral  courses  of  events  iu  England  and  America  were  par- 
allel. Indeed,  the  two  series  of  events  made  up  the  one  moi"ement 
that  the  English-speaking  race  was  making  toward  larger  rights 
and  greater  freedom.  Neither  series  can  be  understood  without  the 
other.  Still  it  must  be  said  that  some  of  the  Colonics,  and  notably 
Virginia,  sympathiied  with  the  Stuarts. 

109.  Later  Course  of  Events  in  England. — Still,  the  Mother 
Country  did  not,  and  could  uot,  keep  pace  with  the  Colonies  in  the 
progress  of  political  ideas.  The  ascendency  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, as  representing  the  nation,  was  secured,  but  the  House  of 
Lords  and  the  King  were  still  powerful.  The  old  Royalist  party  was 
crashed,  and  finally  disappeared  altogether;  but  there  soon  appeared 
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a  new  conservative  party  called  the  Tories,  embracing  a  majority  of 
the  nobility  and  nearly  all  the  clergy  of  the  Established  Church, 
which  was  devoted  to  maintaining  in  full  vigor  the  hereditary 
parts  of  the  government.  The  Whigs  or  liberal  party  were  prac- 
tically content  with  what  had  been  gained,  and  were  adverse  to 
further  changes.  For  the  time,  political  progress  in  England  was 
mainly  arrested;  now  one  party  and  then  another  governed  the 
country,  and  there  were  no  political  issues  intimately  affecting  the 
rights  of  men.  In  1760  George  III.  came  to  the  throne.  He  was  a 
man  of  narrow  mind,  of  intense  convictions,  a  thorough  Tory  filled 
with  the  royal  prerogative,  and  resolved  on  playing  the  part  of  a 
king.  He  would  rule  as  well  as  reign.  He  failed  in  the  end  to  carry 
out  his  ideas ;  but  he  arrested  for  a  time  political  progress  in  Eng- 
land, and  brought  on  the  American  war. 

no.  The  Way  Prepared  for  Separation. — From  an  early  time  it 
had  been  found  diflBicult  to  adjust  the  practical  relations  of  the  Col- 
onies to  the  Mother  Country  ;  and  the  more  the  Colonies  increased  in 
strength,  the  more  difi&cult  the  problem  became.  It  is,  therefore, 
obvious  that,  if  England  and  the  Colonies  continued  to  move  on  the 
lines  now  marked  out,  only  a  fitting  occasion  would  be  necessary  to 
bring  them  into  collision.  It  would  be  skillful  management,  or 
great  good  fortune,  that  could  ultimately  prevent  the  republican 
ideas  of  America  from  clashing  with  the  monarchical  ideas  of  Eng- 
land. The  collision  came  in  1775.  It  did  not  spring  from  accidental 
or  momentary  causes.  Had  the  British  government  pursued  a  con- 
cilatory  course,  the  day  of  collision  and  separation  would  have  been 
deferred,  how  long  no  one  can  tell ;  but  the  King  was  too  self-willed, 
his  ministers  too  subservient.  Parliament  too  narrow  in  its  views 
and  too  determined,  to  pursue  such  a  course.  The  people  of  every 
Colony  were  subject  to  two  jurisdictions,  one  local  and  one  general, 
that  must  be  adjusted  to  each  other.  To  effiect  such  adjustment 
caused  no  little  friction  ;  and  the  Colonies  and  the  Mother  Country 
got  on  peaceably  as  long  as  they  did,  only  because  neither  one 
pushed  its  theory  of  Colonial  relations  to  an  extreme,  each  yielding 
something  to  the  other  and  thus  effecting  a  compromise.  England 
was  very  proud  of  her  American  Colonies  ;  but,  as  though  blind  to 
all  the  forces  that  tended  to  separation,  she  pursued  a  policy  that 
led  by  swift  steps  to  their  loss. 

III.  American  Theory  of  Colonial  Dependence. — The  Colonists 
had  decided  views  of  their  proper  relations  to  the  Home  govern- 
ment, as  well  as  of  the  proper  nature  and  powers  of  government  in 
general.  They  held  that  the  dominion  which  the  Cabots  had  dis- 
covered in  America  belonged  to  the  King  rather  than  to  the  King- 
dom of  ^nglsLud.    Englishmen  adventuring  into  this  dominion  to 
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plant  coloniea,  were  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  free-born  Eng- 
Ushmen  at  liome ;  trial  by  jury,  habeas  corpus,  aoU  exemption  from 
taxes  that  their  own  represeutatives  had  not  voted.  The  British 
Empire  was  not  one  domiuion,  but  several  dominions.  Every  one  of 
these  dominions  had,  or  should  have,  its  own  legislature  to  enact 
laws  for  its  government ;  no  leg-islature  had  jurisdiction  over  all. 
Dr.  Franklin  said  :  "  Our  kings-  have  ever  had  dominions  not  sub- 
ject to  the  English  Parliament"  He  pointed  to  Scotland,  to.  Ire- 
laud,  and  Hanover.  Before  its  union  with  England,  Scotland  was  a 
dominion  of  the  King,  but  had  its  own  parliament  that  enacted  all 
local  laws ;  while  at  the  lime  the  Doctor  wrote  Ireland  and  Hanover 
still  had  their  independent  legislatures.  Franklin  said  further  ; 
"America  is  not  part  of  the  dominions  of  England,  but  of  the 
King's  dominions,  England  is  a  domiuion  itself,  and  lias  no  domin- 
ions." "Their  only  bond  of  union  is  the  King."  "The  British 
Legislature  are  undoubtedly  tlie  only  proper  judges  of  what  concerns 
the  welfare  of  that  state;  the  Irish  Legislature  are  the  properjndges 
of  what  concerns  the  Irish  state  ;  and  Ihe  American  Legislatures  of 
what  concerns  the  American  Sta.te3  repectively. "  The  words  col- 
ony and  colonists  were  objected  to  as  not  espressing  the  true 
relations  of  America  and  England,  since  they  implied  the  depend- 
ence of  the  one  upon  the  other.  The  Colonies  were  not  one  domin- 
ion but  thirteen  dominions;  and  in  everyone  the  Colonial  Legislature 
was  as  supreme  as  Parliament  was  in  England.  Parliament,  there- 
fore, had  nothing  more  to  do  with  Massachusetts  or  Virginia  than  the 
Legislatures  of  those  Coloniea  had  to  do  with  England,  or  than  Par- 
liament itself  had  to  do  with  Ireland  or  Hanover.  The  King,  who 
alone  had  a  voice  in  the  matter,  had,  in  their  charters,  guaranteed 
to  the  Colonies  the  Common  Law  so  far  as  this  was  applicable  to  their 
condition,  and  he  was  now  powerless  to  withdraw  what  he  had  then 
conceded.  Thus  repudiating  all  power  of  Parliament  over  them,  the 
Colonies  held  the  King  responsible  for  everything  done  in  England 
relating  to  American  affairs.  Many  of  the  things  complained  of  in 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  dere  acts  of  Parliament;  but  the 
Continental  Congress,  not  once  mentioning  Parliament,  charged 
them  all  upon  the  King. 

Snch,  in  outline,  was  the  American  theory  of  Colonial  relations. 

Still  no  one  pretended  that  this  theory  had  ever  been  fully  carried 

practice. 

The  British  Theory.— The  common  British  theory  was,  that 

Englishmen  did  not  cease  to  be  Englishmen  when  they  emigrated  to 

the  American  dominions  of  the  King ;  that  the  power  of  Parliament, 

to  which  they  were  subject  in  the  old  home,  followed  them  to  the 

.  that  the  American  Colonies  were  subject  in  all  things  to 


PmI iMiinrt ;  safl  that  Vsrlmmcnt  could  yield  tli«iii  nuyre  tft  h.mtx 
piMmfci'^  of  stUgovcrtancBt  for  a  time,  and  then  withdraw  then.  It 
was  jQso  daimed  that  t^  Colonies  were  already  i^epresented  in  the 
House  of  Connnans,  since  the  members  of  that  bod^^  did  not  repre^ 
sent  pBTticnlar  districts  or  oonstitnencies,  bnt  the  whole  BnipirK 
Use  ii^H  of  sn&a£;e  was  a  veiT  different  thin^  from  the  right  of 
lepmesentatxm.  Bren  in  Bn^land,  it  mas  said,  bin  a  small  nnmbor  of 
persons  TOted.  Beades,  the  Colonies  themselves  had  repeatedly 
ackno«^fedf;ed  the  anthority  of  Parliament  by  submitting  to  its  legis- 
latknL  Still  so  one  pxe<tesided  that  this  theory  had  ever  been  fully 
caiiied  ont.  It  was  an  ont^rowth  of  the  current  European  ideas  of 
the  nature  and  object  of  colonies, 

1x3.  The  Coloiiial  System, — In  the  days  of  American  colonifea^ 
tion,  the  maritime  powos  of  Europe  did  not  see  in  the  Kew  World 
fields  for  the  planting  and  expansion  of  European  civilization,  but 
fields  for  the  extension  of  their  own  power.  They  did  not  plant  coU 
onies  in  the  hope  that  these  wonld  become  fiourisbing  independent 
states,  bat  in  the  hope  that  they  would  add  to  the  wealth  and  pox^-er 
of  the  mother  countries.  Colonies  would  produce  commodities  that 
the  mother  countries  wanted  to  buv,  and  consume  commodities  that 
those  countries  wanted  to  sell.  It  was  a  matter  of  markets,  of  the 
carrying  trade,  and  maritime  and  na\^l  power.  Mr.  GreuviUe  thus 
summed  up  the  Colonial  system :  **  Colonies  are  only  settlements 
made  in  distant  parts  of  the  world  for  the  impro\*cment  of  trade^ 
and  they  would  be  intolerable  except  on  the  conditions  natned  in  the 
Acts  of  Navigation."  Lord  Sheffield  said,  *'  The  only  u«e  of  Amer- 
ican Colonies  is  the  monopoly  of  their  consumption  and  the  car- 
riage of  their  produce.*' 

114.  The  Navigation  Acts.— The  first  of  these  acts,  without 
wUich,  according  to  Mr.  GreuviUe,  colonies  would  be  intolerable, 
was  almost  as  old  as  the  Colonies  themselves.  Their  sole  object  was 
the  upbuilding  of  British  commerce,  and  how  disadvantageous  to 
the  Colonies  they  might  prove  to  be,  was  never  so  much  as  asked.  In 
1651  it  was  enacted  that  all  the  Colonies  should  export  only  to  Eng- 
land such  products  as  they  had  to  sell,  and  should  send  them  in 
English-built  ships.  In  1660  the  import  trade  was  similarly  limiterl. 
In  1672  taxes  were  imposed  on  the  trade  between  the  different  Colo- 
nies. In  1694  the  exportation  of  wool,  yarn,  or  woolen  manufact- 
ures to  any  place  whatever  was  prohibited.  In  1719  the  House  of 
Commons  condemned  all  American  manufactures  as  tending  to  inde- 
pendence. In  1732  the  exportation  of  hats  was  forbidden  ;  and  in 
1750,  rolling  mills,  iron  furnaces,  and  forges  were  declared  nuisances 
to  be  suppressed  by  the  Colonial  governors.  The  finest  pine  trees 
in  the  forests  were  marked  with  the  ''broad  arrow, ^^  denotitig  thst 
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they  ha^l  been  selecte^l  as  masts  for  the  King*8  ships,  and  that  they 
must  not  tie  cut  by  the  lumberman.  Even  Lord  Chatham  said  that 
in  a  probable  contingency  he  would  not  allow  the  Colonies  to  make 
a  hobnail.  As  early  as  1671,  Sir  William  Berkeley,  Governor  of 
Virginia,  complained  that  the  navigation  laws  were  a  *' mighty  and 
disastrous''  ol>struction  to  the  prosperity  of  that  Colony.  "We 
cannot,"  he  said,  '*  a^ld  to  our  plantations  any  commodity  that  grows 
out  of  it,  as  olive  trees,  or  cotton,  or  vines.  Besides  this,  we  cannot 
produce  any  skillful  men  for  our  hopeful  commodity  of  silk,  and  it 
is  not  lawful  for  us  to  carry  pipe-stems  or  a  basket  of  com  to  any 
pla<:c  in  Europe  out  of  the  King's  dominions.''  Later,  the  execution 
of  these  laws  was  much  relaxed,  and  the  Colonial  trade  was  not  much 
interrupted;  but  in  1760  the  Home  government  set  about  their  vigor- 
ous execution.  This  attempt  the  Colonies  resented.  Says  Mr.  Ban- 
croft: "American  independence,  like  the  great  rivers  of  the  coun- 
try, had  many  Sf^urces  ;  but  the  head  spring  which  colored  all  the 
stream  was  the  Navigation  Act." 

z  15.  Moral  Interests  of  the  Colonies  Disregarded. — Pacts  showing 
the  habitual  disregard  of  these  interests  are  numerous.  Sir  Robert 
Walpole,  the  British  Minister,  told  Bishop  Berkeley,  who  proposed 
to  found  a  university  in  America,  that  while  the  labor  and  luxury  of 
the  Plantations  might  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  Mother  Country, 
their  advancement  in  literature,  the  arts,  and  sciences  could  never 
be  of  any  service  to  her.  A  Virginia  commissioner  who  asked  of  the 
royal  attorney  an  increased  allowance  for  the  churches  of  that  Col- 
ony, pleaded :  *'  Consider,  sir,  that  the  people  of  Virginia  have  souls 
to  save."  lie  was  answered  :  **  Damn  your  souls  !  make  tobacco." 
Such  indifference  to  Colonial  sentiment  made  a  deep  impression  in 
America. 

xz6.  The  Compromise  Theory. — The  conflict  between  America 
and  England  began,  as  the  conflict  between  King  Charles  and  Parlia- 
ment began,  about  taxation.  Down  to  1760,  the  Home  government 
had  imt)OHcd  customs -duties  on  the  foreign  and  inter-Colonial  com- 
merce of  America  and  the  people  had  paid  them.  More  than  this, 
the  Home  government  did  not  attempt.  The  Congress  of  1774  said 
that,  since,  from  their  local  and  other  circumstances,  they  could  not 
be  represented  in  Parliament,  they  were  entitled  to  a  free  and  exclu- 
sive power  of  legislation  in  their  provincial  legislatures,  where  their 
right  i)f  representation  could  alone  be  preserved,  in  all  cases  of  taxa- 
tion and  internid  polity,  subject  only  to  the  negation  of  the  sover- 
eign. They  also  said,  from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  and  a  regard  to 
the  internal  interest  of  both  countries,  they  cheerfully  consented  to 
the  ojMTation  of  such  acts  of  the  British  Parliament  as  were,  honafide^ 
restrained  to  the  regulation  of  their  external  commerce,  for  the  pur- 
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pose  of  securing  the  commercial  advantages  of  the  whole  Empire  to 
the  Mother  Country  and  the  commercial  benefits  of  its  respective 
members.  The  Colonies  not  only  paid  the  expenses  of  their  own  gov- 
ernments, but  contributed,  as  called  on,  to  the  royal  treasury.  Mean- 
time, the  Home  government  carefully  abstained  from  levying  in  the 
Colonies  internal  taxes.  Whenever  the  King  desired  their  financial 
assistance,  he  called  on  the  several  Colonial  Legislatures  to  vote  sup- 
plies, just  as  he  called  on  the  English  or  the  Irish  Parliament,  and 
just  as  he  had  called  on  the  Scottish  Parliament  before  the  Union ; 
and  these  supplies  the  Colonial  Legislatures  voted  with  such  liber- 
ality that,  more  than  once.  Parliament  refunded  to  them  portions  of 
their  contributions.  It  was  said  in  England — and  this  was  a  part  of 
the  English  theory — that  the  power  to  levy  external  taxes  involved 
the  power  to  levy  internal  taxes.  This  the  Colonies  denied.  The 
English  race  is  not  given  to  fighting  over  theories ;  and  so  long  as 
the  Home  government  did  not  attempt  to  levy  internal  taxes,  the  two 
parties  managed  to  get  on  together,  although  their  relations  were 
often  strained.  The  first  attempt  to  levy  such  taxes,  in  connection 
with  the  new  attempt  to  enforce  the  Navigation  Acts,  fired  the  train 
that  a  century  had  been  laying. 

117.  The  Close  of  the  French  and  Indian  War. — The  long  strug- 
gle between  England  and  France  in  North  America  came  to  an  end 
in  1763.  England  was  burdened  with  debt,  and  compelled  to  look  in 
every  quarter  for  increased  financial  resources.  George  III.  was  in- 
tent on  carrying  out  his  notions  of  prerogative.  Tory  influence  was 
iu  full  ascendency.  The  Thirteen  Colonies  had  now  reached  an  aggre- 
gate population  of  about  2,000,000 ;  together,  they  had  at  one  time 
kept  20,000  armed  men  in  the  field  in  the  late  war  ;  they  had  gained 
a  severe  discipline  in  that  struggle  ,  and  they  had  learned  their  own 
strength  and  resources  ;  the  Conquest  of  Canada  removed  their  fears 
of  attack  from  that  quarter,  such  as  had  constantly  haunted  them 
since  1688,  and  they  were  fully  prepared  to  resist  all  aggressions  on 
their  cherished  rights.^ 

118.  British  Theory  Put  Into  Execution. —  The  Home  govern- 
ment thought  the  time  a  favorable  one  to  abandon  the  compromise 
theory,  and  to  give  effect  to  the  British  theory.  In  1760  it  sent  orders 
to  the  American  custom  houses  to  enforce  the  Navigation  Acts.  The 
customs  ofl5.cers,  armed  with  writs  of  assistance,  were  to  search  stores 
and  houses  for  goods  that  had  not  paid  duty,  or  the  importation  of 
which  was  prohibited.  British  vessels  of  war  on  the  coast  were  to 
lend  them  aid.     The  government  also  began  to  levy  internal  taxes. 

1  Kalm,  a  Swedish  traveler  who  visited  America  in  1754,  detected  the  feel- 
ing of  the  Colonists  in  their  conversation,  and  wrote  that  nothing  but  fear  of  the 
Prencii  on  the  northern  border  could  keep  them  in  subjection  to  England. 
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After  1762  this  was  the  royal  prograTlime,  sometimes  changed  in 
details  but  never  abandoned  :  The  C'jlonies  to  contribute  regularly 
to  the  royal  treasury  ;  the  Colonial  Legislatures  not  to  be  asked  to 
vote  supplies,  but  Parliament  to  vote  them  directly  ;  the  salaries 
of  the  Colonial  governors  and  judges  to  be  paid  by  England,  thns 
teaching  them  to  look  to  her  rather  than  to  tbe  people  whotn  they 
governed  for  their  compensation  ;  and  a  British  army  to  be  main- 
tained in  America  at  Colonial  expense. 

119.  No  Taxation  Without  Representation. — To  every  one  of 
these  items  but  the  first  the  Colonies  were  inflexibly  opposed. 
Especially  was  every  form  of  internal  taxation  by  the  Home  govern- 
ment vigorously  resisted,  as  the  history  of  the  stamp  tax,  the  window 
tax,  and  the  tea  tas  shows.  This  resistance  was  not  made  because 
the  taxes  were  unnecessary,  or  because  the  amounts  levied  were 
excessive,  hut  because  Parliament  had  no  right  to  impose  them. 
Besides  paying  the  costs  of  their  own  governments,  including  the 
salaries  of  all  officers,  the  Colonies  were  still  willing  to  contribute, 
when  called  upon,  to  the  royal  treasury  ;  but  their  Legislatures  alone 
had  the  right  to  vote  the  supplies,  because  in  them  alone  were  they 
represented.  The  principle  iuvolved  was  expressed  in  the  battle 
cry  :  "Ko  Taxation  without  Representation." 

130  Mr.  Burlce  on  the  Causes  of  American  Discontent.— This 
great  statesm  au  saw  clearly  the  movements  of  events  in  America.     In 

1 1775.  lie 


explaining  these 
traced  the  progress  of  events, 
descent,  form  of  governmeut,  : 
the  South,  education,  and  the 
spirit  of  liberty  had  grown  up. 
people  aud  iucrea.sed  with  the  i 
unhappily,  meeting  with 
not  reconcilable  to   the 
flame  that  was  ready 


the  House  of  Commons, 
declared  that  from  sis 
on  in  the  North  and  n 

of  the  Colonies — a  fierce 

It  had  grown  with  the  growth  of  the 

of  their  wealth  ;  a  spirit  that, 

of  power  iu  England  which  was 

Colonists'  ideas   of  liberty,  had  kindled  a 

Mother  Country.     He  connected 


the  resistance  of  the  Americans  to  British  taxation  with  the  old 
English  struggles  for  freedom.  He  said  those  struggles,  from  the 
earliest  times,  \*ere  chiefly  upon  the  question  of  taxing.  It  had 
been  held,  from  the  very  nature  of  the  House  of  Commons,  as  the  im- 
mediate representative  of  tbe  people,  that  the  power  to  tax  resided 
in  that  body.  It  was  a  fundamental  principle  that,  in  all  monarchies, 
the  people  must  directly  or  indirectly  grant  their  own  money,  or  no 
shadow  of  liberty  could  esist.  Said  the  orator ;  "  The  Colonies  draw 
from  yon,  as  with  their  life-blood,  these  ideas  and  principles.  Their 
love  of  liberty,  as  with  you,  fixed  and  attached  on  this  specific 
point  of  taxing.  Liberty  might  be  safe,  or  might  be  endangered,  in 
twenty    other    particulars,  without    their    being    much  pleased  or 
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alarmed.    Here  they  felt  its  pulse ;  and  as  they  found  that  beat,  they 
thought  themselves  sick  or  sound/' 

121.  English  and  American  Liberty. — The  connection  of  the  two 
countries  was  closer  than  has  yet  appeared.  While  nearly  all  Eng« 
lishmen  held  that  Parliament  was  supreme  over  the  Colonies,  and  so 
had  the  power  of  taxation,  many,  as  the  more  liberal  and  progres- 
sive Whigs,  doubted  or  denied  the  wisdom  of  its  exercise.  These 
men  conducted  a  steady  but  ineffectual  resistance  to  the  American 
policy  of  the  King  and  ministry.  They  sometimes  called  Washing- 
ton's army  '*our  army,"  and  spoke  of  the  American  cause  as  *'the 
cause  of  liberty.**  The  names  of  the  two  English  political  parties 
also  became  the  names  of  the  two  divisions  into  which  the  American 
people  were  divided,  Whigs  and  Tories.  While  the  war  was  going 
on,  the  King  was  also  seeking  to  carry  out  his  ideas  of  prerogative 
in  England.  The  men  who  opposed  his  American  policy  also 
opposed  his  Home  policy.  Eor  a  time,  these  men  were  in  a  feeble 
minority,  and  the  King  had  his  way ;  but  the  day  of  their  triumph 
and  of  the  King's  defeat  came  with  the  success  of  the  American 
arms.  Not  only  was  America  free,  but  the  failure  of  arbitrary  gov- 
ernment in  America  involved  its  failure  in  England.  At  the  close  of 
the  war,  forces  began  to  act  that,  after  still  further  delays,  reformed 
the  House  of  Commons  and  enlarged  its  powers,  and  limited  §till 
more  the  power  of  the  King  and  the  House  of  Lords.  Thus  Eng- 
lish liberty,  long  arrested  in  its  course,  once  more  moved  onward. 
Says  Mr.  Fiske  :  "  The  system  which  George  III.  had  sought  to  fasten 
upon  America,  in  order  that  he  might  fasten  it  upon  England,  was 
shaken  off  by  the  good  people  of  both  countries  at  almost  the  same 
moment  of  time." 
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THE  FORMATION  OP  THE  UNION. 
REF]eRENCES. 

I.  Histories  op  the  United  States.— Baucro ft,    Fol,  7F., 
( The  American  Revolution  in  Five  Epochs^  Epoch  j)/  Hildreth, 
Vol,  III.;  Winsor,   Vol.  VI.,   Chap,  III,;  Pitkin,  Chaps,  VIII,-X.; 
Johnston,  The  U,  5.,  ///.,  IV.;  Hart.,  Chaps,  ///.,  IV, 

II.  Speciai,  Works,  Artici.es,  Etc.  —  Goodloe,  Johnston, 
Story,  and  Wilson,  Last  References  ;  Curtis,  Book  /.,  Chaps,  II. -VI.; 
Frothingham,  Chaps,  IX. ,  XI.;  Bryce,  Part  /.,  Chaps,  /.,  //./  Small, 
Beginnings  of  American  Nationality,  (/.  H.  U.  Studies,  Eighth 
Series y  /.,  //.). 

122.  Relations  of  the  Colonies. — At  first  the  Col- 
onies were  wholly  separate  and  distinct  settlements,  or 
groups  of  settlements,  on  the  edge  of  a  vast  continent, 
often  widely  separated.  But  some  bonds  of  union  existed 
from  the  beginning.  The  Colonists  were  mainly  of  Eng- 
lish blood ;  they  had  the  same  national  history,  the  same 
political  and  civil  institutions,  the  same  general  customs, 
the  same  language  and  literature.  They  had  a  common 
citizenship,  since  the  inhabitants  of  anyone  Colony  enjoyed 
all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  inhabitants  of  any  other. 
They  had  common  enemies  and  friends,  common  dangers, 
objects,  and  hopes.  There  was  more  or  less  emigration 
from  one  Colony  to  another,  which  time  and  social  and  bus- 
iness connections  multiplied.  The  name  they  bore  marked 
them  off  from  all  the  world  as  one  society  or  people.  The 
Declaration  of  Independence  spoke  of  their  constitution. 
So,  while  their  only  governmental  bond  was  their  common 
dependence  upon  England,  they  still  formed  a  moral  and 
social  unity  that  continued   to  strengthen    until   events 

created  a  political  unity. 

(64) 
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123.  The  United  States.— The  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence must  be  considered  under  two  aspects. 

1,  It  changed  the  Colonies  into  States  by  severing 
the  bonds  that  bound  them  to  England.  On  the  one  side 
of  July  4,  1776,  they  are  British  Colonies;  on  the  other, 
free  and  independent  American  States. 

2.  It  created  the  political  unity,  or  the  State,  since 
known  as  the  United  States  of  America.  While  sever- 
ing their  connections  with  the  other  parts  of  the  British 
Empire,  this  act  materially  strengthened  those  connections 
that  constituted  the  Colonies  one  people.  American  inde- 
pendence was  a  concerted  movement.  The  States  n.'ied  the 
Continental  Congress  to  effect  this  purpose,  not  their  local 
assemblies  or  congresses.  There  was  one  Declaratiou  of 
Independence,  not  thirteen  declarations.  They  did  not  act 
singly,  but  together.  They  did  not  become  the  nations  of 
Massachusetts,  Virginia,  etc.,  but  the  United  States  of 
America.  In  this  capacity  they  adopted  the  army  at  Bos- 
ton, appointed  Washington  Commander-in-chief,  waged 
war,  renounced  their  allegiance  to  England,  and  took  their 
separate  station  among  the  nations  of  the  earth. 

Thus,  the  States  as  free  commonwealths  and  the  Union 
originated  in  the  same  act.  Independence  did  not  de.stroy 
dual  government.  Each  State  continued  a  society  in  itself, 
and  also  a  part  of  a  larger  society.  The  American  Union 
had  come  in  the  room  of  the  King  and  Parliament.  But 
the  States  were  necessarily  reorganized  and  adjusted  to  the 

I  new  order  of  things. 
124.  The  Colonies  Reorganized  as  States. — Inde- 
pendence destroyed  the  old  legal  foundation  of  the  States, 
and  made  it  necessary  to  provide  a  new  one.  A  people  so 
tenacious  of  political  habits  as  the  Americans  of  that  day, 
and  so  committed  to  government  by  law,  could  not  rest 
until  Ihey  had  adjusted  their  State  governments  to  the  new 
state  of  affairs.  In  fact,  they  did  not  wait  for  the  formal 
ifeclaration  of  independence  before  acting.  As  early  as 
^^Yi  1775.  Colonies  began  to  apply  to  Congress  for  advice 
-       -  * 
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to  guide  them  in  the  emergency  that  had  arisen.  Besides 
earlier  and  partial  replies,  Congress  adopted,  May  lo,  1776, 
the  following  resolution,  with  an  appropriate  preamble : 

"Resolved,  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  respective 
assemblies  and  conventions  of  the  United  Colonies,  where  no 
government  sufficient  to  the  exigencies  of  their  affairs  has 
been  hitherto  established,  to  adopt  such  government  as 
shall,  in  the  opinion  of  the  representatives  of  the  people, 
best  conduce  to  the  happiness  and  safety  of  their  constitu- 
ents in  particular  and  America  in  general." 

All  the  Colonies  but  two  acted  in  conformity  with  this 
recommendation.  Their  action  took  the  form  of  State 
constitutions,  adopted  and  put  in  force  in  the  years  1776- 
1780. 

125.  The  First  Constitutions. — These  constitutions 
were  the  first  instruments  of  the  kind  ever  made.  Some  of 
them,  framed  in  haste,  were  very  brief  and  imperfect,  and 
were  soon  laid  aside ;  others  were  well  matured,  and  that 
of  Massachusetts,  variously  amended,  is  still  in  force.  The 
first  constitutions  were  drawn  up  by  State  conventions  or 
congresses,  some  of  which  were  composed  of  members  of  the 
Assemblies,  and  some  especiall}'  constituted  for  that  purpose. 
The  General  Court  of  Connecticut  formally  declared,  in 
1776,  that  the  charter  granted  by  King  Charles  II.  in  1662 
should  be  and  remain  the  civil  constitution  of  the  State. 
Rhode  Island  also  continued  her  charter,  but  without  any 
formal  declaration  to  that  effect.  Connecticut  adopted  her 
first  constitution  in  18 18,  and  Rhode  Island  hers  in  1842. 

126.  Source  of  the  New  Constitutions. — This  was 
the  popular  will.  From  that  day  to  this,  supreme  political 
power  in  the  United  States,  both  as  a  theory  and  a  fact,  has 
resided  in  the  people.  Only  the  Constitution  of  Massachu- 
setts, of  those  first  formed,  was  submitted  to  the  popular 
vote  for  ratification  ;  but  the  assemblies,  conventions,  and 
congresses  that  ordained  the  others  did  so  as  the  represent- 
atives of  the  people.  The  Virginia  preamble  ran:  **We, 
the  delegates  and  representatives  of  the  good  people  of 
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Virginia,   do/'   etc.     That   of  Massachusetts:  **We,    the 
people  of  Massachusetts,*'  etc. 

127.  Models  of  the  New  Constitutions. — But  where 
did  the  States  find  their  models  ?  The  State  constitutions, 
as  documents,  were  fio  doubt  immediately  suggested  by  the 
Colonial  charters.  In  important  respects  they  differed 
from  the  charters  :  the  charters  emanated  from  the  king, 
the  constitutions  from  the  people  ;  the  charters  were  grants 
of  rights  and  powers  to  the  people,  the  constitutions  were 
acts  of  the  people  organizing  government.  Both  the  con- 
stitutions and  charters  had  a  certain  likeness  to  the  old 
English  charters,  as  Magna  Charta  and  the  Bill  of  Rights, 
while  the  constitutions  made  or  proposed  for  England  in 
the  time  of  the  Commonwealth  may  have  been  in  the 
minds  of  the  statesmen  of  1776- 1787.  Mention  may  be 
made  of  the  Instrument  of  Government  that  created  the 
Protectorate  in  1653.^ 

128.  The  Transition  from  Colony  to  State. — The 
Colonial  governments  were  not  destroyed,  but  were  rested 
on  a  new  foundation,  adjusted  to  a  new  political  system, 
and  in  all  essential  features  continued  under  a  new  name. 
The  division  into  three  branches,  the  bicameral  legisla- 
ture, the  common  parliamentary  law,  the  former  local 
institutions,  and  all  the  old  safeguards  of  civil  liberty 
were  duly  perpetuated.  As  one  has  said  :  '  *  The  revolu- 
tion was  not  a  war  against  these  things ;  it  was  a  war  for 

1  Commenting  on  the  similarity  of  the  frame  of  government  in  the  republics 
that  make  up  the  United  States, — "  a  similarity  which  appears  the  more  remark- 
able when  we  remember  that  each  of  the  republics  is  independent  and  self-de- 
termined as  respects  its  frame  of  government," — Mr.  Bryce  observes  that  it  "is 
due  to  the  common  source  whence  the  governments  flow.  They  are  all  copies, 
some  immediate,  some  mediate,  of  ancient  English  institutions,  viz.,  chartered 
self-governing  corporations,  which,  under  the  influence  of  English  habits,  and 
with  the  precedent  of  the  English  parliamentary  system  before  their  eyes,  devel- 
oped into  governments  resembling  that  of  England  in  the  eighteenth  century. 
Each  of  the  thirteen  Colonies  had  up  to  1776  been  regulated  by  a  charter  from  the 
British  Crown,  which,  according  to  the  best  and  oldest  of  all  English  traditions, 
allowed  it  the  practical  management  of  its  own  affairs.  The  charter  contained  a 
sort  of  skeleton  constitution,  which  usage  had  clothed  with  nerves,  muscles,  and 
sinews,  till  it  became  a  complete  and  symmetrical  working  system  of  free  govern- 
ment."   The  American  Commonwealth,  Vol.  I.,  p.  458.  (1888.) 


> 


68  THE  AMERICAN  GOVERNMENT. 

these  things — the  common  property  of  the  Anglican  race." 
The  States,  so  far  from  being  merged  into  one  consolidated 
government,  became  more  vigorous  than  ever.  They  re- 
tained their  old  powers,  and  acquired  still  others  that  had 
been  exercised  or  claimed  by  the  Home  government. 
They  had  exclusive  control  of  taxation,  commerce,  and 
navigation.  Save  the  important  powers  delegated  to  the 
Union,  all  governmental  powers  belonged  to  them.  More- 
over, these  reorganized  governments  were  constituted,  and 
more  or  less  fully  described,  in  written  constitutions  that 
rested  directly  upon  the  popular  authority.  Thus,  the  Colo- 
nial governments  were  not  only  continued  but  strengthened. 

Many  of  the  new  constitutions  referred  to  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  National  Congress ;  some  of  them 
distinctly  recognized  that  body.  Massachusetts,  for  exam- 
ple, in  the  oaths  prescribed  to  be  taken  by  ofificers  under  the 
State,  excepted  '*the  authority  and  power  which  is  or 
may  be  vested  by  their  constituents  in  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States '*  from  the  auth6rities  and  powers  that 
such  officers  were  required  to  forswear. 

129.  The  Union. — The  new  strength  and  dignity  that 
were  given  to  the  States  were  far  from  being  the  most  prom- 
inent result  of  independence.  This  result  was  rather  the 
Union,  or  the  American  State,  which  now  took  its  separate 
place  among  the  powers  of  the  earth.  An  intelligent  for- 
eigner, visiting  the  country  both  before  and  after  the  war 
began,  and  noting  the  changes  that  took  place,  would  have 
remarked  the  Continental  Congress  above  all  other  things. 
But,  notwithstanding  its  prominence,  the  Union  was  less 
fully  organized  than  the  States.  A  written  constitution 
was  not  for  some  time  adopted ;  and  the  unwritten  one  that 
was  tacitly  agreed  to,  and  that  soon  become  customary, 
left  the  General  Government  weak  and  ineflBcient.  Both 
results  were  perfectly  natural.  In  the  case  of  the  States, 
all  that  was  necessary  was  formal  reorganization  ;  while  in 
the  case  of  the  Union,  a  new  government  had  to  be  created. 
What  the  ultimate  nature  of  the  Union  would  be,  had  been 
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by  no  means  decided ;  but  a  Union  had  been  eflfected,  a 
General  Government  had  been  established,  and  a  provis- 
ional distribution  of  powers  between  this  Government  and 
the  States  had  been  made.  There  were  still  two  loyalties 
and  two  patriotisms  as  before,  and  both  were  American. 

130.  The  American  State. — Before  its  birth  the 
largest  features  of  the  American  State  were  determined. 
These  features  were  now  partly  formulated  in  written  State 
constitutions,  and  partly  based  on  common  consent  or  an 
unwritten  National  Constitution.  The  State  side  of  the 
system  was  much  better  developed  than  the  National  side. 
Since  that  day  many  important  changes  have  been  made  in 
the  Constitution  of  the  American  State ;  and  yet  the  States 
comprising  the  Union  have  never  changed  their  essential 
nature ;  they  have  never  possessed  national  sovereignty, 
and  have  never  been  States  in  the  sense  that  England  and 
France  are  States,  or  that  the  Union  is  a  State. 

The  steps  leading  to  the  formation  of  the  American 
nion  must  now  be  traced  out  more  carefully. 


131.  The  Consolidation  of  Colonies. — The  original  Connecticut 
formed  by  the  union,  in  1639,  of  the  towns  of  Hartford,  Weathers- 
field,  and  Windsor.  The  Colony  of  New  Haven  originated  about  the 
same  time  in  the  union  of  the  towns  on  the  Sound,  the  principal  of 
which  was  New  Haven.  Furthermore,  in  1662  the  two  colonies  were 
merged  in  the  one  Colony  of  Connecticut.  Rhode  Island  had  its 
origin  in  the  union  of  the  various  plantations  on  Narragansett  Bay. 
Plymouth  was  merged  in  Massachusetts  Bay  in  1691.  Thus,  the  Col- 
onists had  frequent  examples  of  partial  unions  in  their  own  history. 
Nor  were  examples  of  general  unions  of  a  certain  sort  lacking. 

132.  The  United  Colonies  of  New  England. — In  1643  the  three 
principal  New  England  Colonies  entered  into  a  league  that  is  some- 
times known  by  the  above  name,  and  sometimes  by  the  name  of  the 
New  England  Confederation.  This  league  was  called  into  being  by 
common  dangers  to  which  the  three  Colonies  were  exposed  from  the 
Indians  and  the  Dutch  ;  it  dealt  with  such  subjects  as  war,  peace,  In- 
dian affairs,  and  inter-Colonial  roads.  For  a  time  it  played  an  impor- 
tant part  in  New  England  history ;  then  became  weak,  and  in  i654. 
ceased  to  exist. 

133.  Penn's  Plan  of  Union. — In  1697  William  Penn  presented  to 
Ihe  English  Board  of  Trade  a  scheme  for  rendering  the  Colonies  more 
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useful  to  the  Crown  and  to  one  another.  It  provided  for  a  congress 
to  be  composed  of  two  deputies  from  eacli  colony,  and  to  be  presided 
over  by  a  royal  commissioner,  who  should  also  command  the  troops 
enrolled  to  meet  a  common  enemy.  Nothing  came  of  this  plan  of 
union,  but  it  was  the  first  one  proposed  for  all  the  colonies,  and  the 
first  document  relating  to  American  affairs  containing  the  word  con- 
gress. It  also  contained  the  doctrine  of  taxation  for  which  the  Colo- 
nies contended  in  the  nest  century. 

134.  Wars  with  the  French  and  Indians.— The 
arising  from  these  wars  greatly  stimulated  union 
conferences  of  commissioners  and  governors,  the 
legislatures,  and  the  various  joint  military  expeditions  made  neces- 
sary by  the  ueigbborhood  of  common  foes,  were  the  most  practical  of 
lessons  in  the  value  of  union.  The  first  of  these  conferences,  held  in 
New  York  iu  1690  by  commissioners  appointed  by  the  New  England 
Colonies  and  New  York,  amounted  to  but  little;  still  it  prepared  the 
way  for  others  more  formidable  and  significant.  The  French  and  In- 
dian War,  1755-1763,  materially  weakened  the  sense  of  dependence 
upon  Bngland,  and  developed  the  sentiment  of  common  interest  and 

135.  The  Albany  Congress  of  1754. —  In  1754,  when  England  was 
on  the  verge  of  war  with  France,  the  Board  of  Trade  recommended 
the  Colonies  to  hold  a  congress  to  treat  with  the  Six  Nations,  and 
form  a  league  for  their  common  protection.  In  conformity  with  this 
recommendation,  commissioners  from  seven  Colonies  met  at  Albany, 
June  19.  1754,  forming  the  first  of  the  American  Congresses.  After 
negotiating  the  desired  treaty  with  the  Indians,  this  body  recom- 
mended to  the  Colonies  and  to  the  Home  government  a  Plan  of  Union 
that  had  been  drawn  up  by  Dr.  Franklin.  This  Plan  contemplated  a 
common  government  administered  by  a  President -General  appointed 
by  the  Crown,  and  a  Grand  Council  chosen  by  the  Colonial  Assem- 
blies. It  failed  Lo  receive  the  necessary  ratification  both  in  America 
and  in  England,  butfor  very  difi'ereii  treasons.  The  Colonists  thought 
it  contained  too  much  of  the  royal  prerogative,  while  the  Board  of 
Trade  thought  it  too  democratic. 

136.  The  Stamp- Act  Congress.— The  Colonial  policy  that  the 
Home  government  pursued,  and  particularly  the  enactment  of  the 
Stamp  Act.  brought  together  in  New  York,  Octotier  7,  1765,  the  Con- 
gress that  bears  this  name,  consisting  of  twenty-eight  members  from 
nine  different  Colonies.  Its  object  was  lo  consider  the  state  of  Colo- 
nial affairs.  It  adopted  an  address  to  the  King,  a  petition  to  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  a  declaration  of  rights — the  whole  forming  a  vigor- 
ous statement  of  American  claims,  and  a  strong  protest  against  the 
coarse  of  the  Home  government.    No  immediate  impression  was 
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produced,  but  soon  after  the  Stamp  Act  was  repealed.  While  this 
Congress  failed  to  shake  the  Crown  and  Parliament  in  their  deter- 
mination to  tax  the  Colonies,  it  still  tended  strongly  to  unite  the 
Colonies  and  to  prepare  the  way  for  future  co-operation.  It  has  been 
called  the  day-star  of  the  American  Union. 

137.  The  Congress  of  1774.  —  The  persistence  of  the  British 
Government  in  its  chosen  policy  led  to  this  Congress.  It  sat  in  Phil- 
adelphia from  September  5  to  October  26,  1774,  and  contained  repre- 
sentatives from  all  the  Colonies  but  Georgia.  Its  object  was  to 
advise,  consult,  and  adopt  such  measures  as  would  tend  to  extricate 
the  Colonies  from  their  dij£culties  and  restore  harmony  with  the 
Mother  Country.  It  adopted  a  declaration  of  rights,  and  addresses 
to  the  King,  to  the  British  people,  to  the  people  of  the  Colonies,  and 
to  the  people  of  Canada ;  and  also  recommended  the  Colonies  to 
sunder  commercial  relations  with  England  and  her  dependencies, 
unless  their  grievances  should  be  redressed.  It  commended  Massa- 
chusetts for  her  resistance  to  the  objectionable  acts  of  Parliament, 
and  declared  that,  in  case  the  Home  government  persisted  in  carry- 
ing these  acts  into  eflfect,  all  America  ought  to  support  Massachusetts 
in  her  opposition.  It  also  recommended  the  holding  of  another 
Congress  the  next  year.  The  recommendations  of  this  Congress 
were  of  far-reaching  eflfect.  John  Adams  called  the  Non-Importation 
Agreement  that  it  drew  up,  which  was  duly  ratified,*'  The  memorable 
I/cague  of  the  Continent  in  1774,  which  first  expressed  the  sovereign 
will  of  a  free  nation  in  America." 

138.  The  Congress  of  1775. — All  the  Colonies  were  represented 
in  this  Congress.  When  it  met  at  Philadelphia,  May  10,  it  found  the 
state  of  afifairs  greatly  changed  from  the  preceding  year.  The  battle 
of  Lexington  had  been  fought,  and  Boston  was  beleaguered  by  a 
patriot  army.  The  Congress  at  once  assumed  the  direction  of  the 
armed  resistance  to  British  power.  On  June  15,  it  chose  Washington 
General  of  all  the  Continental  forces  raised  or  to  be  raised  for  the 
defense  of  American  liberty,  and  on  the  17th  it  gave  him  a  commis- 
sion in  which  it  called  these  forces  "The  Army  of  the  United  States.'* 
On  June  22  it  resolved  to  emit  bills  of  credit  for  the  defense  of 
America,  and  pledged  the  Confederated  Colonies  to  their  redemption. 
In  a  word.  Congress  assumed  all  the  powers  of  sovereignty  deemed 
essential  to  the  maintenance  of  the  National  cause.  It  continued  in 
session  until  August  i,  when  it  adjourned  until  September  5. 

139.  The  Continental  Congress. — The  Congress  of  1774  was  first 
called  the  General  Congress  and  the  Congress  at  Philadelphia.  In 
December  of  that  year  the  Massachusetts  Legislature  called  it  the 
Continental  Congress,  and  the  country  at  once  adopted  that  name. 
For  a  time  men  recognized  different  Continental  Congresses,  as  the 
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first  and  second,  but  this  practice  ceased  as  soon  as  Congress  became 
a  permanent  bodj.  And  it  was  this  Cong^ress,  recognized  as  the 
grand  council  of  the  new  Nation,  that  cut  the  tie  which  bonnd 
America  to  England. 

140.  The  Union  Established. — This  review  shows  that  an  Amer- 
ican Union  had  occupied  increasing  attention  on  both  sides  of  the 
Atlantic  for  many  years.  It  shows,  also,  the  presence  of  powerful 
forces  steadily  working  in  that  direction.  "  The  whole  coast,  from 
Nova  Scotia  to  the  Spanish  possessions  in  Florida,  was  one  in  all 
essential  circumstances ;  and  there  was  only  the  need  of  some  sudden 
shock  to  crystallize  it  into  a  real  political  unity.  *  *  This  shock  came  in 
1775,  and  the  elements  crystallized,  although  in  quite  a  different  way 
from  any  that  had  been  contemplated.  In  fact,  this  union  dates  from 
the  time  when  Congress  adopted  the  army  that  was  besieging  Boston, 
June  15,  1775,  but  for  formal  purposes  it  is  better  to  date  from  the 
Declaration  of  Independence. 

141.  The  New  Political  Vocabulary. — The  progress  of  political 
events,  and  especially  toward  the  last,  was  marked  by  the  gradual 
introduction  of  a  new  political  vocabulary.  At  first  the  terms  in 
current  use  expressed  only  Colonial  conditions  and  relations.  But 
by  the  time  that  we  reach  the  Revolution,  we  find  a  large  family  of 
terms  expressing  quite  another  order  of  ideas,  the  terms,  viz.., 
nation,  national,  union,  confederation,  general  government,  country, 
countryman,  America,  American,  the  United  States,  continent,  con- 
tinental, and  United  America.  This  became  the  current  speech  of 
the  times,  and  no  student  of  political  history  can  mistake  its  signifi- 
cance. 
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References. 

I.  Generai*. — Bancroft,  Hildreth,  Winsor,  Johnston,  Frothing- 
ham,  Hart,  Curtis,  Wilson,  Last  References  ;  Green,  II.-IV, 

II.  Sv^QiAX,.— Journals  of  the  American  Congress  from  1774- 
1788;  Secret  Journals  f  ditto;  Jameson,  The  Predecessor  of  the  Supreme 
Court ;  and  Guggenheimer,  The  Development  of  the  Executive  De- 
partments, (These  two  essays  are  found  in  Essays  in  the  Constitu- 
tional History  of  the  U,  S.y  edited  by  J.  F.  Jameson.) 

Thorough  study  of  the  period  1774- 17S9  is  impossible  without 
constant  resort  to  the  lives  and  writings  of  the  principal  actors  of  the 
period.  A  general  reference  is  here  made  to  the  volumes  of  the 
American  Statesmen  series  that  fall  within  these  limits,  viz.:  Hamil- 
ton^ Jefferson^  Madison^  John  AdamSy  John  Marshall^  Samuel  Adams^ 
Patrick  Henry ,   Gouvemeur  Morris ^    Washington ^  Franklin,  and 

Jay- 

142.  Source  of  its  Powers. — The  Congress  was  not 
the  creature  of  law  but  of  revolution.  The  question 
whether  there  should  be  such  a  body  was  never  submitted 
directly  to  the  people,  but  was  rather  decided  by  the 
Colonial  Assemblies,  conventions,  and  committees  that 
appointed  the  delegates  who  formed  the  Congress  of  1774. 
These  bodies  acted  as  they  believed  the  people  whom  they 
represented  wished  them  to  act ;  while  the  people  gave  the 
Congress  the  most  practical  kind  of  approval  by  carrying 
on  for  eight  years  a  wasting  war  under  its  leadership  and 
direction.  Accordingly,  the  Congress  was  a  National  assem- 
bly called  into  existence  by  a  national  crisis. 

143.  No  Written  Constitution. — The  powers  and 
functions  of  Congress  were  not  defined  in  a  written  con- 
stitution.    This  was  impossible  in  the  nature  of  the  case. 

The  public  will  was  the  measure  as  well  as  the  source 
6  (73) 
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of  its  powers,  as  iu  the  case  of  other  revolutionary  gov- 
ernments. *'  It  is  a  maxim  of  political  science,  that,  when 
such  a  government  has  been  instituted  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  great  purposes  of  public  safety,  its  powers  are 
limited  only  by  the  necessities  of  the  case  out  of  which 
they  have  arisen,  and  of  the  objects  for  which  they  were  to 
be  exercised.  When  the  acts  of  such  a  government  are 
acquiesced  in  by  the  people,  they  are  presumed  to  have  been 
ratified  by  the  people.  To  the  case  of  our  Revolution,  these 
principles  are  strictly  applicable  throughout.  The  Con- 
gress assumed  at  once  the  exercise  of  all  powers  demanded 
by  the  public  exigency,  and  their  exercise  of  these  powers 
was  acquiesced  in  and  confirmed  by  the  people.*'^ 

144.  Constitution  of  Congress. — Previous  to  the 
American  Congress,  congresses  had  been  composed  of  the 
representatives  of  independent  states  met  together  to  trans- 
act international  business.  No  purely  national  body,  as  a 
legislature,  had  ever  been  so  called.  As  the  Colonies  were 
separate  societies,  and  as  the  business  to  be  done  was  to 
consider  their  common  interests,  they  naturally  adopted  this 
name.  At  first,  the  delegates  were  appointed  by  the  Colonial 
Assemblies,  conventions,  or  committees  of  correspondence, 
but  after  the  body  became  permanent  they  were  appointed 
by  the  Assemblies.  Every  State  appointed  as  many  dele- 
gates, and  for  such  time,  as  it  saw  fit.  It  also  fixed  and 
paid  them  their  compensation.  There  was  no  uniformity 
in  the  period  of  service  or  in  pay.  Congress  had  no  limit- 
ation as  to  time,  but  was  a  continuous  body  although  not 
in  continuous  session.  Fifty-six  members  signed  the  Dec- 
laration of  Independence,  and  that,  in  the  early  days,  was 
about  the  number  commonly  present.  Every  State  had 
one  vote,  and  no  more,  and  this  was  determined  by  a  ma- 
jority of  its  delegates  present. 

145.  The  Powers  Exercised. — These  related  to  the 
prosecution  of  the  war  and  to  certain  other  general  inter- 
ests.    Congress  controlled   the  National   army  and   navy 

1  Curtis :    History  of  the  Constitution,  Vol.  I.,  p.  40. 
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and  managed  Indian  affairs.  It  created  a  National  cur- 
rency and  established  a  General  postofiSce.  It  resolved 
that  it  would  be  very  dangerous  to  the  liberties  and  welfare 
of  America  if  any  Colony  should  separately  petition  the 
King  or  either  House  of  Parliament,  and  it  accordingly 
assumed  the  whole  direction  of  foreign  affairs.  Congress 
also  frequently  recommended  the  States  to  do  certain 
things  that  it  had  not  itself  power  to  do.  In  times  of 
special  emergency,  it  assumed  unusual  authority.  Twice 
it  voted  powers  to  Washington  that  made  him  a  virtual 
dictator.  As  things  once  done  became  precedents,  there 
grew  up  a  customary  or  unwritten  National  constitution. 
For  example.  Congress  adopted,  September,  6,  1774,  the 
following  rule  in  relation  to  voting  :  **  Resolved,  That  in 
determining  questions  in  this  Congress,  each  Colony  or 
province  shall  have  one  vote.  The  Congress  not  being 
possessed  of,  or  at  present  able  to  procure  proper  material 
for  ascertaining  the  importance  of  each  Colony.**  This 
rule  once  adopted  was  never  changed  until  1787,  and  then 
only  after  a  struggle  that  nearly  broke  up  the  Union. 

146.  The  Articles  of  Confederation. — It  was  clear 
to  the  discerning  from  the  outset  that  the  Union,  if  it  was 
to  be  permanent,  required  some  more  regular  and  stable 
government  than  a  revolutionary  assembly.  For  example, 
Dr.  Franklin,  as  early  as  June  12,  1775,  submitted  to  Con- 
gress a  draft  of  Articles  of  Confederation  and  Perpetual 
Union,  but  no  action  was  taken.  On  June  12,  1776,  the 
same  day  that  it  appointed  the  committee  of  five  to  pre- 
pare a  declaration  of  independence,  Congress  appointed  a 
committee  of  one  from  each  Colony  * '  to  prepare  and  draft  the 
form  of  a  confederation  to  be  entered  into,  * '  and  a  month 
later  this  committee  submitted  a  report  in  the  handwriting 
of  its  chairman,  John  Dickinson,  then  a  delegate  from  Del- 
aware. This  report,  variously  amended,  became  the  Ar- 
ticles of  Confederation  adopted  by  Congress,  November  15, 
1777.  But  as  Congress  could  not,  in  such  a  matter,  bind 
the  States,  it  sent  the  Articles  to  the  States  with  an  urgent 
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recommendation  that  they  promptly  authorize  their  dele- 
gates in  Congress  to  ratify  them.  Some  of  the  States  at  once 
complied,  others  hesitated.  On  March  i,  1781,  the  Mary- 
land delegates  ratified  the  Articles,  being  the  last  to  do  so. 
By  this  act  the  Confederation  of  the  States  was  completed. 
Dr.  Von  Hoist  has  said :  **  Until  the  adoption  of  the  Ar- 
ticles of  Confederation  by  all  the  States,  Congress  contin- 
ued a  revolutionary  body,  which  was  recognized  by  all  the 
Colonies  as  de  jure  and  de  facto  the  National  government, 
and  which  as  such  came  into  contact  with  foreign  powers, 
and  entered  into  engagements,  the  binding  force  of  which 
on  the  whole  people  has  never  been  called  in  question.**  * 


1  Constitutional  History  of  the  United  States,  1750-1833,  p.  5. 
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the  U.  S.,  Vol,  /.,  Chap.  /.,  First  Section. 

II.  Special. — The  best  account  of  the  financial  phase  of  this 
period,  which  is  in  some  respects  the  most  important  one  of  all,  is 
that  given  by  Sumner,  The  Financier  and  the  Finances  of  the  Amer- 
ican Revolution, 

147.  Source  of  Its  Powers. — The  Articles  of  Con- 
federation were  framed  by  Congress  and  ratified  by  the 
State  I^egislatures.  As  neither  Congress  nor  the  Legisla- 
tures had  been  previously  empowered  to  do  anything  of 
the  kind,  these  acts  were  revolutionary  acts,  and,  like  the 
declaration  of  independence  and  the  war,  rested  at  last 
upon  the  approval  and  support  of  the  people  of  the  States. 
The  Confederation  was  created  by  their  agents,  and  existed 
with  their  approval  and  support. 

148.  Name  and  Nature  of  the  New  Government. 
— The  new  constitution  was  entitled,  **  Articles  of  Confed- 
eration and  Perpetual  Union  between  the  States.**  Article 
I.  reads:  **The  style  of  this  Confederacy  shall  be  the 
United  States  of  America.*'  Article  III.:  *'The  said 
States  [the  thirteen  are  all  enumerated  in  the  preamble] 
hereby  severally  enter  into  a  firm  league  of  friendship  with 
each  other  for  their  common  defense,  the  security  of  their 

liberties,  and  their  mutual   and  general  welfare,  binding 
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themselves  to  assist  each  other  against  all  force  offered  to, 
or  attacks  made  upon  them,  or  any  of  them,  on  account 
of  religion,  sovereignty,  trade,  or  any  other  pretense 
whatever.*'  Article  II.  reads:  **Each  State  retains  its 
sovereignty,  freedom,  and  independence,  and  every  power, 
jurisdiction,  and  right  which  is  not  by  this  confederation 
expressly  delegated  to  the  United  States  in  Congress  as- 
sembled.*' But  this  by  no  means  made  the  States  full  and 
absolute  sovereigns  ;  for  the  Articles  proceeded  to  con- 
firm the  National  Government  in  the  high  powers  of  sover- 
eignty that  it  had  exercised  in  1775  and  1776,  and  had 
continued  to  exercise  down  to  the  day  when  they  went  into 
effect.  Certain  prohibitions  utterly  inconsistent  with  the 
idea  that  they  were  each  sovereigns,  either  as  societies  or 
governments,  were  also  laid  upon  the  States.  Still  the 
Union  was  a  confederation  or  Staatenbund,  not  a  federal 
state  or  Buiidesstaat, 

149.  The  Confederate  Congress. — ^The  new  govern- 
ment was  a  Congress  that  held  annual  sessions.  Bach 
State  sent  not  less  than  two  delegates,  nor  more  than  seven. 
The  Legislatures  elected  delegates  to  serve  one  year,  but 
could  recall  them  at  any  time  and  send  others  in  their 
places.  No  man  could  serve  as  a  delegate  more  than  three 
years  out  of  every  six.  Each  State  paid  its  own  delegates. 
Each  State  had  one  vote,  which  was  determined  by  the 
majority  of  its  delegates  present  when  the  vote  was  given. 
If  the  delegates  were  evenly  divided,  the  State  lost  its  vote. 
No  question  except  to  adjourn  could  be  carried  without  a 
majority  of  all  the  States,  and  the  most  important  ques- 
tions, enumerated  in  Article  IX.,  required  the  vote  of  nine 
States.  Congress  could  also  appoint  a  Committee  of  the 
vStates,  consisting  of  one  from  each  State,  to  exercise  such 
of  its  own  powers  as  Congress  should  commit  to  it,  in  the 
recess  of  that  body,  which,  however,  must  not  continue 
beyond  six  months.  No  man  could  serve  as  president  of 
Congress  more  than  one  year  in  any  three. 
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150.  Powers  of  the  Confederation. — These  were  all 
expressly  delegated.  The  most  important  are  these  :  The 
sole  and  exclusive  power  of  determining  on  peace  and  war ; 
sending  and  receiving  ambassadors  ;  entering  into  treaties 
and  alliances ;  establishing  rules  governing  captures  on  land 
and  water ;  granting  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  in  times 
of  peace ;  appointing  courts  for  the  trial  of  piracies  and 
felonies  on  the  high  seas  ;  establishing  courts  of  final  ap- 
peal in  all  cases  of  captures  ;  deciding,  on  appeal,  disputes 
between  the  States  concerning  boundaries  and  jurisdiction  ; 
regulating  the  alloy  and  value  of  coin  struck  by  Congress, 
or  by  the  States ;  fixing  the  standards  of  weights  and 
measures  ;  regulating  trade  and  managing  all  affairs  with 
the  Indians,  not  members  of  States ;  establishing  and  reg- 
ulating postof&ces  from  State  to  State  ;  appointing  all  offi- 
cers in  the  land  forces,  above  regimental  officers,  and  all 
naval  officers  in  the  National  service,  and  commissioning 
both  classes. 

151.  Commands  to  the  States. — The  States  should 
send  delegates  to  Congress  and  maintain  them.  They 
should  contribute  money  to  the  National  treasury  and  men 
to  the  National  army,  as  Congress  should  apportion  to 
them  the  one  or  the  other  according  to  the  prescribed  rules. 
No  State,  without  the  consent  of  Congress,  should  hold 
any  diplomatic  intercourse  with  foreign  powers  ;  or  enter 
into  any  alliance  with  any  other  State  without  such  con- 
sent ;  or  lay  any  impost  or  duty  interfering  with  the  stipu- 
lations of  any  treaty  entered  into  by  Congress  with  a  for- 
eign power ;  or  keep  vessels  of  war  or  troops  in  time  of 
peace  except  such  as  Congress  should  approve  ;  or  engage 
in  war  unless  actually  invaded  ;  or  issue  letters  of  marque 
or  reprisal  except  in  case  of  a  power  against  which  Con- 
gress had  already  declared  war.  Every  State  should  abide 
by  the  determinations  of  Congress  on  all  delegated  ques- 
tions. The  Articles  of  Confederation  should  be  observed 
by  every  State,  and  the  Union  should  be  perpetual.  But 
no  alteration  in  the  Articles  should  be  made  unless  such 
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alteration  should  be  agreed  to  in  a  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  and  be  afterwards  confirmed  by  the  Legislatures  of 
every  State. 

152.  The  Continental  and  Confederate  Govern- 
ments.— ^The  powers  delegated  to  the  new  Congress  were 
much  the  same  that  the  old  one  had  exercised  ;  while  the 
prohibitions  on  the  States,  and  the  commands  to  them,  had 
already  been  practically  fixed  by  common  consent.  The 
customary  Constitution  that  controlled  the  Continental 
Congress  and  the  Articles  of  Confederation  were  developed 
at  the  same  time,  and  were  in  substance  the  same  thing. 
The  only  practical  difference  between  the  two  governments 
was  the  lack  of  a  written  constitution  in  the  first  case,  and 
its  presence  in  the  second.  It  is  not  surprising,  therefore, 
that  some  writers  should  consider  the  Articles  a  mere  inci- 
dent, and  so  extend  the  Continental  period  to  1789.  So 
we-may  well  treat  the  two  Congresses  as  one  government. 
y  153.  Organization. — The  government  was  extremely 
simple.  It  was  a  legislature  consisting  of  one  house,  but 
it  also  exercised  some  executive  and  judicial  powers.  The 
President  of  Congress,  sometimes  called  simply  the  Presi- 
dent, while  in  no  sense  an  executive  head  of  the  govern- 
ment, was  still  an  officer  of  much  dignity  ;  he  received  a 
compensation  from  the  National  treasury,  and  gave  his 
title  to  the  present  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Republic. 

154.  Executive  Departments. — Congress  being  sud- 
denly called  upon  to  carry  on  an  extensive  war,  was  com- 
pelled to  create  administrative  machinery.  There  were, 
for  a  time,  many  Congressional  committees  charged  with 
administrative  duties.  There  were  committees  to  purchase 
clothing  for  the  army,  to  promote  the  manufacture  of  mus- 
kets and  bayonets,  to  collect  salt,  to  collect  lead,  etc.,  as 
well  as  committees  to  consider  the  state  of  trade,  to  draft 
resolutions  and  addresses,  and  to  report  a  device  for  a  Na- 
tional seal.  But  as  it  became  apparent  that  efficient  ad« 
ministration  could  not  be  secured  by  this  means,  there 
began  to  appear  the  outlines  of  executive  departments. 
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In  1775  three  departments  of  Indian  affairs,  to  be  adminis- 
tered by  commissioners  appointed  by  Congress,  were  cre- 
ated. The  same  year  Dr.  Franklin  was  appointed  Post- 
master General.  Other  departments  also  appeared  that  will 
be  mentioned  in  another  place. 

155.  Defects  of  the  Government. — These  arose  in 
part  from  its  organization.  Its  legislative,  executive,  and 
judicial  powers  were  all  united  in  one  body.  But  the  most 
serious  defect  was  the  feeble  powers  with  which  Congress 
was  clothed.  It  acted  upon  States,  not  upon  individuals ; 
and  States  it  could  not  coerce.  It  could  issue  its  requisi- 
tions for  men  and  money  in  accordance  with  the  Articles  ; 
but  if  the  States  did  not  raise  the  men  and  money,  the 
army  was  not  recruited  and  the  treasury  was  left  empty. 
It  had  no  power  to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations 
or  between  the  States.  It  could  negotiate  treaties,  but  had 
no  power  to  enforce  them  either  at  home  or  abroad.  Nine 
States  were  necessary  to  carry  the  most  important  measures  ; 
and  as  every  State  was  necessary  to  make  even  the  slight- 
est change  in  the  Articles,  to  strengthen  the  government 
was  found  a  practical  impossibility.  The  war  over,  there 
began  what  has  been  appropriately  called  the  critical  period 
in  American  history. 

156.  The  Question  of  1786. — Some  men  regarded  the 
failure  of  the  impost  proposed  in  1785  as  the  collapse  of 
the  Confederation.  Mr.  Justice  Story,  describing  the  out- 
look then  presented  to  the  country,  says  :  *'The  Confed- 
eration had  at  last  totally  failed  as  an  effectual  instrument 
of  government  -/'  **  its  glory  was  departed,  and  its  days  of 
labor  done ;  **  **  it  stood  the  shadow  of  a  mighty  name  ;  ** 
**  it  was  seen  only  as  a  decayed  monument  of  the  past,  in- 
capable of  any  enduring  record  ;  '*  *'  the  steps  of  its  decline 
were  numbered  and  finished  ; ' '  and  ' '  it  was  now  passing  to 
the  very  door  of  that  common  sepulcher  of  the  dead,  whose 
inscription  is  Nulla  vestigia  retrorsumy  ^  A  very  plain 
question  was  now  presented  to  the  American  people.     This 

I  Commentaries  on  the  Constitution,  §  370. 


82  THE  AMERICAN  GOVERNMENT. 

was  whether  they  would  strengthen  the  Union,  or  would 
drift  into  disunion,  anarchy,  and  war.  Happily  the  defects 
of  the  Confederation  had  at  last  taught  their  lesson. 

But  before  we  take  the  next  step  forward,  we  may  re- 
view this  period  more  thoroughly. 

157.  Weakness  in  the  War. — "  Tradition  has  fastened  upon 
the  suflFerings  at  Valley  Forge ;  but  the  suflFerings  of  the  next  two  or 
three  winters  were  not  less,  and  the  distress  and  nakedness  of  the 
Southern  army  up  to  the  end  of  the  war  were  shocking  in  every 
point  of  view.  In  1780  the  French  were  obliged  to  help  the  Ameri- 
can army  with  provisions.  The  point  of  this  for  our  present  pur- 
pose, however,  lies  in  the  fact  that  there  was  plenty  all  about,  and  the 
people  were  not  paying  any  war-taxes  at  all.  There  was  no  general 
distress  or  poverty.  Except  at  the  seat  of  war  for  the  time  being,  the 
war  did  not  press  on  the  people  in  any  way.  The  whole  trouble  lay 
in  the  lack  of  organization  by  which  to  bring  the  resources  which 
existed  in  ample  abundance  into  application  to  the  necessities."^ 

158.  State  of  the  Government. — When  the  pressure  of  common 
dangers  was  removed,  this  became  humiliating  in  the  extreme.  In 
October  and  November,  1781,  Congress  called  upon  the  States  for 
$8,000,000  ;  up  to  January,  1783,  only  half  a  million  had  been  re- 
ceived. Between  1782  and  1786  it  called  for  J6,ooo,ooo ;  it  received 
only  Ji, 000,000.  At  last  the  National  income  dwindled  to  one  or 
two  hundred  thousand  dollars  a  year,  and  contributions  were  lim- 
ited to  New  York  and  Pennsylvania  alone.  As  a  consequence, 
Congress  could  neither  pay  the  large  foreign  debt  that  it  had  created, 
principal  and  interest,  nor  the  soldiers  on  the  disbanding  of  the  army, 
save  in  certificates  of  indebtedness.  The  Continental  currency 
ceased  to  have  assignable  value.  Congress  could  not  compel  Eng- 
land to  observe  the  terms  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  or,  what  was  worse, 
keep  them  itself.  Hence  it  was  not  strange  that  it  could  not  nego- 
tiate commercial  treaties  with  foreign  nations  that  would  have  been 
of  the  greatest  benefit  to  the  country.^ 

1  Sumner:  Alexander  Hamilton,  pp.  87,  88. 

'i  The  hopeless  financial  breakdown  Fisher  Ames  once  described  in  a  sen- 
tence :  *'  The  government  of  a  g^reat  nation  had  barely  revenue  enough  to  buy 
stationery  for  its  clerks,  or  to  pay  the  salary  of  the  door-keeper."  A  contempo- 
rary writer  quoted  by  Story,  gives  this  fuller  description  :  "The  United  States  in 
Congress  have  exclusive  power  for  the  following  purposes,  without  being  able  to 
execute  one  of  them.  They  may  make  and  conclude  treaties;  but  can  only  rec- 
ommend the  observance  of  them.  They  may  appoint  ambassadors;  but  cannot 
defray  even  the  expenses  of  their  tables.  They  may  borrow  money  in  their  own 
name  on  the  faith  of  the  Union;  but  cannot  pay  a  dollar.  They  may  coin  money, 
but  they  cannot  purchase  an  ounce  of  bullion.  They  may  make  war  and  deteiv 
mine  what  number  of  troops  are  necessary,  but  cannot  raise  a  single  soldier.  In 
shorty  they  may  declare  everything ^  but  do  nothing."    Commentaries,  g  246. 
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159.  Dissolution  of  Congress  Threatened. — At  first  the  Conti- 
nental Congrress  commanded  great  respect  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
The  States  were  all  represented,  and  by  their  ablest  men.  But  such 
did  not  long  continue  to  be  the  case.  Congress  fell  off  in  numbers 
and  in  character.  This  decline  continued  to  increase  as  the  difficul- 
ties of  the  government  increased,  and  as  the  States  became  more  and 
more  absorbed  in  their  own  affairs.  Sometimes  States  did  not  even 
take  the  trouble  to  elect  delegates.  Sometimes  the  delegates  who 
were  appointed  did  not  attend,  or  attended  but  a  small  part  of  the 
time.  Frequently  not  enough  States  were  present  to  transact  busi- 
ness. The  whole  country  desired  peace  above  all  things,  but  it  was 
not  until  January  14,  1784,  that  the  treaty  of  peace,  signed  Septem- 
ber 3,  of  the  previous  year,  could  be  ratified  for  want  of  a  quorum, 
and  then  there  were  but  twenty- three  members  present.  A  single 
negative  vote  given  by  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island,  Delaware,  Mary- 
land, North  Carolina,  or  South  Carolina  would  have  defeated  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty.  Only  eighteen  delegates  representing 
eight  States  were  present  when  the  Ordinance  of  1787  was  passed. 
It  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty  that  delegates  enough  could  be 
brought  together  in  1788  to  set  the  government  created  by  the  Con- 
stitution in  motion.  And  finally,  not  enough  members  attended 
formally  to  adjourn  when  the  end  came,  and  the  Old  Congress  fell 
to  pieces  and  left  the  country  without  a  government  from  October, 
1788,  to  April,  1789. 

160.  State  of  the  Country. — This  was  no  better  than  the  state  of 
the  government.  The  State  governments  were  efficient,  but  they 
could  not  take  the  place  of  a  National  government.  Political  con- 
fusion, industrial  derangement,  commercial  distress,  and  social  dis- 
order abounded.  The  mass  of  private  debts  was  very  great.  In  some 
States,  and  notably  in  Massachusetts,  men  who  felt  the  crushing 
weight  of  debt — some  of  whom  had  done  faithful  service  as  soldiers 
in  the  war — joined  with  the  reckless  and  disaffected  classes  in 
threatening  the  peace  of  society,  and  even  in  promoting  rebellion. 
The  States  regulated  commerce  regardless  of  the  interests  of  neigh- 
boring States  and  of  the  country  as  a  whole.  Goods  shipped  from 
one  State  to  another  were  subject  to  duty.  State  discriminated 
against  State.  There  was  great  scarcity  of  money  ;  in  some  States  it 
disappeared  from  circulation  altogether,  while  commodities,  as 
whisky  and  tobacco,  became  the  medium  of  exchange.  And  then,  as 
though  the  Continental  money  had  not  caused  sufficient  distress, 
several  States  fell  to  issuing  irredeemable  paper  currency.  With  all 
the  rest,  several  States  had  serious  disagreements  as  to  boundaries 
and  territorial  claims  ;  there  was  a  sharp  issue  as  to  the  disposition  to 
be  made  of  the  Western  lands ;  while  the  people  beyond  the  Alle- 


gliatij  blouiitBins  t1ireateue<l  to  cnt  loose  from  the  Union,  and  either 
attach  themselves  to  Spain  or  create  a  new  cation  in  the  Mississippi 
Valley.'  The  farther  men  got  away  from  the  war,  the  weaker  the 
government  became,  and  thfe  more  distressfal  the  state  of  the 
country. 

i6i.  Causes  of  the  Situation. — Wise  statesmen  did  not  differ  as 
to  the  causes  of  the  existing  state  of  affairs,  or  as  to  the  needed  rem- 
edy. The  radical  vice  of  the  Confederation,  Hamilton  said,  "was 
the  principle  of  legislation  for  States  as  governments  in  their  corpor- 
ate or  collective  capacities,  and  as  contra-distiuguished  from  the 
individuals  of  whom  they  consist."  Washington  said  :  "It  is  indis- 
pensable to  the  happiness  of  the  individual  States,  that  there  should 
be  lodged  somewhere  a  superior  power  to  regulate  and  govern  the 
general  concerns  of  the  Confederated  Republic,  without  which  the 
Union  cannot  be  of  any  duration."  To  a  correspondent  who  urged 
the  use  of  "influence"  to  check  the  disorders  in  Massachusetts  that 
led  to  Shays's  rebellion,  he  wrote  :  "Influence  is  not  government. 
Let  us  have  a  government  by  which  our  lives,  liberties,  and  proper- 
ties will  be  secured,  or  let  us  know  the  worst." 

162.  Attempts  to  Strengthen  the  Government, — In  1781,  before 
the  Articles  went  into  operation.  Congress  asked  the  Slates  for  power 
to  levy  a  five  per  cent,  ad  valorftn  duty  on  imporls.  Rhode  Island 
refused  outright,  and  Virginia  withdrew  the  consent  that  she  had  at 
first  given.  In  1784  Congress  asked  the  States  for  power  to  prohibit, 
for  fifteen  years,  the  entrance  inlo  the  country  of  vessels  belonging 
to  a  foreign  country  not  having  a  commercial  treaty  with  the  United 
States.  Ten  States  gave  the  power  conditionally,  and  three  refused 
altogether.  In  1785  Congress  asked  for  a  grant  of  power  to  levy 
duties  on  imports  for  twenty-five  years,  the  States  themselves  to 
appoint  the  revenue  officers,  who  should  be  accountable  to  Congress. 
All  the  States  but  Rhode  Island  formally  complied,  hut  New  York 
did  so  on  conditions  equivalent  to  a  refusal,  and  so  the  plan  was 
defeated.  As  Von  Hoist  tells  us,  "  Congress  was  viewed  iu  the  light 
of  a  foreign  power,  spite  of  the  fact  that  it  was  composed  of  delegates 
from  the  body  of  the  people." 

163.  Causes  of  the  Failures.— The  ultimate  causes  of  the  de- 
iment  and  of  the  failures  to  remedy  them,  lay  in 
leuts  and  habits,  ignorance  and  passions,  of  the 
e  slow  to  see  the  sources  of  the  prevalent  evils,  and 
e  the  necessary  remedy.  Having  but  recently 
vils  that  one  strong  government  had  inflicted  upon 
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them,  they  were  not  in  haste  to  set  up  another  strong  one.  Some 
thought  King  George  as  good  a  king  as  '  *  King  Cong/'  The  problem 
to  be  solved  was  really  one  of  great  difficulty,  involving  the  adjust- 
ment of  the  State  and  General  Governments,  The  States  were  often 
narrow-minded  and  jealous.  There  was  an  excess  of  State  pride,  and 
a  sad  lack  of  National  feeling.  Federal  government  was  little  under- 
stood. Few  men  saw  that  legitimate  trade  is  mutually  advantageous; 
while  States  legislated  on  the  principle  that  the  true  way  to  build  up 
themselves  was  to  pull  down  their  neighbors.  And  finally,  there 
were  men  of  influence  who  acted  from  no  general  principles  what- 
ever, but  from  motives  of  pure  selfishness, — men  who  believed  that 
they  would  better  thrive  in  business  or  politics  in  the  midst  of  confu- 
sion and  distress  than  in  the  midst  of  peace  and  prosperity. 

164.  Loss  of  the  Favorable  Opportunity. — ^The  favoring  oppor- 
tunity to  form  a  vigorous  National  government  had  been  lost.  That 
opportunity  came  in  the  years  1775  ^^^  ^77^y  when  the  people  were 
in  the  full  flush  of  patriotic  ardor  ;  when  Congress  had  great  author- 
ity and  prestige ;  and  when  the  States  had  not  yet  seized  certain 
powers  that  they  now  held  so  stubbornly,  and  that  they  finally 
yielded  to  the  Union  only  from  stem  necessity.  Few  more  signifi- 
cant facts  were  stated  in  the  Federal  Convention  of  1787  than  those 
contained  in  this  extract  from  a  speech  by  Mr.  James  Wilson,  of 
Pennsylvania  : 

"Among  the  first  sentiments  expressed  in  the  first  Congress,  one 
was  that  Virginia  is  no  more,  that  Massachusetts  is  no  more,  that 
Pennsylvania  is  no  more,  etc.;  we  are  now  one  nation  of  brethren  ; 
we  must  bury  all  local  interests  and  distinctions.  This  language  con- 
tinued for  some  time.  The  tables  at  length  began  to  turn.  No  sooner 
were  the  State  governments  formed  than  their  jealousy  and  ambition 
began  to  display  themselves.  Each  endeavored  to  cut  a  slice  from 
the  common  loaf  to  add  to  its  own  morsel ;  till  at  length  the  Confed- 
eration became  frittered  down  to  the  impotent  condition  in  which  it 
now  stands.**^ 

165.  Future  Political  Parties  in  Embryo. — At  the  beginning  of 
the  Revolutionary  struggles  the  country  was  sharply  divided  into  the 
Patriots  or  Whigs  and  the  Loyalists  or  Tories.  In  the  end,  the 
Tories  were  utterly  overwhelmed.  But  in  the  midst  of  the  struggle, 
the  Whigs  began  to  divide  into  two  sections  or  parties.  And,  inev- 
itably, this  division  had  reference  to  the  powers  that  the  General 
Government  should  exercise.  It  was  a  sort  of  revival  of  the  old  con- 
troversy between  the  Colonies  and  the  Crown,  and  a  distinct  antici- 

1  Elliot's  Debates,  Vol.  V.,  p.  172. 
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pation  of  the  political  parties  of  later  years.  The  dispatches  of  the 
French  ministers  at  Philadelphia  to  Paris  contain  frequent  references 
to  the  bitter  contentions  of  the  National  and  State  parties.^  One  was 
the  party  of  Washington,  Franklin,  Jefferson,  Hamilton,  and  Mad- 
ison ;  the  other  of  John  Adams,  Samuel  Adams,  and  R.  H.  and 
Arthur  Lee.  Mr.  Jefferson  went  so  far  as  to  hold  that  Congress  had 
authority  to  coerce  a  State  to  pay  its  quotas  to  the  treasury. 


1  Durand :  Documents  on  the  American  Revolution,  p.  Z94. 
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IV.;  Curtis,  Book  II f..  Chaps.  VI. ,  VII.;  Frothingham,  Chap.  XII.; 
Cooley,  same  as  last  chapter;  Johnston,  same  as  last  chapter,  also  Con- 
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1750-1828;  MacMaster,  Vol.  /.,  Chap.  IV.;  Schouler,  Chap.  /.,  Sec- 
tion 2. 

II.  Speciai,. — ^The  principal  documents  relating  to  the  calling 
of  the  Convention,  with  notes,  are  found  in  Elliot's  Debates,  Vol.  I. 
Many  of  them  are  contained  in  Bancroft*s  and  Curtis's  Histories  of 
the  Constitution.  See  also  fournals  of  Congress,  Vol.  IV.,  and  the 
Introduction  to  J.  C.  Hamilton's  edition  of  The  Federalist, 

166.  Conference  at  Alexandria. — In  March,  1785, 
commissioners  appointed  by  Maryland  and  Virginia  met  at 
Alexandria  to  frame  a  compact  concerning  the  navigation 
of  Chesapeake  Bay  and  the  other  waters  that  belong  to 
those  States  in  common.  Mount  Vernon  is  near  by,  and 
they  naturally  conferred  with  its  distinguished  master. 
Not  only  was  Washington  alive  to  the  pending  scheme, 
but  he  was  also  deeply  interested  in  the  improvement  of 
the  navigation  of  the  Potomac  and  James  Rivers,  in  con- 
necting the  waters  of  the  sea-board  and  those  of  the  inte- 
rior by  transit  lines,  in  uniform  customs-duties,  and  a 
uniform  currency  for  the  two  States.  He  urged  these  ideas 
on  the  commissioners.  In  time  the  commissioners  made 
reports  to  their  respective  IvCgislatures  concerning  the  better 
regulation  of  the  navigation  of  the  Bay  and  the  Potomac. 

It  was  seen  at  once,  as  it  had  been  seen  at  Alexandria,  that 

(87) 


88  THE  AMERICAN  GOVERNMEXT. 

the  two  States  alone  could  not  cany  ont  tfae  plaii  xe- 
ported,  ducb  less  the  large  ideas  suggested  by  Washing- 
ton.    Other  States  must  co-operate. 

167.  The  Virginia  Resolution. —  On  January  21, 
1756,  the  Virginia  Legislature,  afier  considering  the  sub- 
ject discussed  at  Alexandria,  adopted  a  resolution  naming 
eight  commissioners  who,  or  anj-  five  of  whom,  should 
meet  such  commissioners  as  might  be  appointed  by  the 
other  States,  at  any  time  and  place  to  be  agreed  upon,  to 
take  into  consideration  the  trade  of  the  United  States ;  to 
consider  how  far  uniformitj'  in  their  commercial  regula- 
tions might  be  necessan-  to  their  common  interest  and 
their  permanent  harmony  ;  and  to  report  to  the  several 
States  such  an  act  relative  to  this  great  object  as,  when 
unanimously  ratified  bj*  them,  would  enable  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled  effectually  to  provide  for  the 
same.  The  commissioners  were  instructed  immediately  to 
transmit  to  the  several  States  copies  of  this  resolution,  with 
a  circular  letter  requesting  their  concurrence  therein,  and 
proposing  a  time  and  place  for  meeting. 

168.  Convention  at  Annapolis. — Twelve  commis- 
sioners, representing  the  States  of  New  York,  New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  and  Virginia,  in  pursuance  of  this 
call,  convened  at  Annapolis,  September  11,  1786.  Some 
other  States  appointed  commissioners  who  failed  to  appear. 
The  twelve  commissioners  saw  clearly  that  nothing  effect- 
ual could  be  accomplished  in  the  line  marked  out  by  the 
Virginia  resolution,  without  a  fuller  representation  of  the 
States.  They  saw,  too,  that  trade  was  intimately  con- 
nected with  other  subjects,  and  could  not  be  regulated 
without  setting  them  in  order.  Fortunately,  New  Jersey 
had  empowered  her  commissioners  to  consider  "other  im- 
portant matters'**  as  well  as  trade;  and  the  convention, 
catching  at  the  phrase,  adopted  a  report,  drawn  by  Alex- 

I  "In  the  luNt  {iiid  best  history  of  the  Constitution,  in  its  more  than  a  thousand 
pagefl,  only  n  ninf^le  phrase,  and  that  in  three  words,  is  printed  wholly  in  capita] 
letters.    It  is  OTHER  IMPORTANT  MATTERS."— President  Austin  Scott. 


I 

I 


THE  FEDERAL  CONVENTION  CiLLED.  89 

ander  Hamilton,  recommending  a  general  convention  of  the 

States  to  digest  a  plan  for  strengthening  the  General  Gov- 
ernment. This  recommendation  was,  thai  a  convention 
should  meet  at  Philadelphia  on  the  second  Monday  in  May, 
1787,  "To  take  into  consideration  the  situation  of  the 
United  States,  to  devise  such  further  provisions  as  shall 
appear  to  them  necessary  to  render  the  constitution  of  the 
Federal  Government  adequate  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
Union  ;  and  to  report  such  an  act  for  that  purpose  to  the 
United  States  iu  Congress  assembled  as,  when  agreed  to  by 
them,  and  afterwards  confirmed  by  the  Legislatures  of  every 
State,  will  effectually  provide  for  the  same." 

This  report  was  addressed  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  five 
States,  but  copies  of  it  were  also  sent  to  Congress  and  to 
the  Governors  of  the  eight  States  that  were  not  represented. 

169.  The  Action  of  Congress. — The  Articles  of  Con- 
federation could  be  altered  only  by  the  joint  action  of  Con- 
gress and  of  every  one  of  the  thirteen  States.  They  made 
no  provision  for  a  convention  as  a  part  of  the  machinery 
for  efiecting  such  alteration.  Had  the  convention  at  An- 
napolis recommended  changes  in  the  Articles,  it  would 
have  submitted  them  to  the  States  appointing  its  members. 
Congress  would  naturally  he  jealous  of  any  convention 
that,  uninvited,  should  recommend  such  changes.  The 
convention  had  sent  its  report  to  Congress  for  its  informa- 
tion, from  motives  of  respect,  but  it  had  not  asked  that 
body  to  take  any  action  in  the  premises.  Congress 
adopted,  however,  as  of  its  own  motion,  the  idea  of  hold- 
ing a  general  convention.  On  February  21,  1787,  stu- 
diously avoiding  any  reference  to  the  proceedings  at 
Annapolis,  but  referring  to  similar  recommendations  made 
by  individual  States,  that  body  adopted,  with  a  suitable 
preamble,  this  resolution  : 

"  Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  Congress,  it  is  ex- 
pedient that  on  the  second  Monday  in  May  next,  a  conven- 
tion of  delegates,  who  shall  have  been  appointed  by  the 
several  States,  be  held  at  Philadelphia,  for  the  sole  and 
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express  purpose  of  revising  the  Articles  of  Confeder.ation, 
and  reporting  to  Congress  and  the  several  Legislatures  ' 
such  alterations  and  provisions  therein  as  shall,  when 
ageed  to  in  Congress  and  confirmed  by  the  States,  render  the 
Federal  Constitution  adequate  to  the  exigencies  of  govern- 
ment and  the  preservation  of  the  Union." 

170.  The  Action  of  the  States. — In  pursuance  of 
the  foregoing  resolution,  the  Legislatures  of  twelve  States 
elected  such  number  of  delegates  to  the  convention  at 
Philadelphia  as  they  severally  chose.  The  Rhode  Island 
Legislature  was  opposed  to  the  whole  movement  and  took 
no  action  whatever. 


Note.— The  foregoing  recital  shows  that  the  master  cause  of  the  Convention 
of  1787  was  the  commercial  derangement  of  the  country.  Reviewing  this  ground, 
Mr.  Justice  Miller  has  said  : 

*'  It  is  not  a  little  remarkable  that  the  suggestion  which  finally  led  to  the  relief, 
without  which  as  a  nation  we  must  soon  have  perished,  strongly  supports  the  philo- 
sophical maxim  of  modern  times — that  of  all  the  agencies  of  civilization  and 
progress  of  the  human  race,  commerce  is  the  most  efficient.  What  our  deranged 
finances,  our  discreditable  failure  to  pay  our  debts,  and  thesufferingsof  our  soldiers 
could  not  force  the  several  States  of  the  American  Union  to  attempt,  was  brought 
about  by  a  desire  to  be  released  from  the  evils  of  an  unregrulatcd  and  burdensome 
commercial  intercourse,  both  with  foreign  nations  and  between  the  several 
states."— Memorial  Oration  at  the  Centennial  Celebration  of  the  Constitution, 
Philadelphia,  September  17, 1887. 
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Also  Papers  of  James  Madison,  Vol,  III.  (Debates  in  the  Federal  Con- 
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II.  Speciax. — Bancroft,  Vol.  VI.  y  (The  Formation  of  the  Consti- 
tution^ j),  and  History  of  the  Constitution;  Hildreth,  Fiske,  Johnston, 
Cooley,  same  as  last  chapter;  Von  Hoist,  Chap.  I.;  Story,  Book  III., 
C4a/././Frotlimgham,  Chap.  X//./ Winsor,  Vol.  VII.,  Chap.  IV.,  Pit- 
kin,  Chaps.  XVIII,  XIX.;  Hart,  Chap.  T/./ Schouler,  History  of  the 
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For  a  popular  purpose,  the  best  book  that  deals  with  the  Constitu- 
tional era  is  Fiske's  Critical  Period  of  Atnerican  History. 

171.  Meeting  and  Organization. — On  the  day  fixed, 
May  14,  1787,  a  number  of  delegates  to  the  Federal  Con- 
vention met  at  the  State  House  in  Philadelphia,  but  a 
majority  of  the  States  was  not  present  until  the  25th,  when 
an  organization  was  effected.  Washington  was  unani- 
mously chosen  President  and  William  Jackson  Secretary. 

172.  Groups  of  Questions. — When  the  Convention 
came  to  debate  and  to  vote,  it  was  discovered  that  the  mem- 
bers differed  widely  in  opinion  on  many  subjects.  Still,  the 
multitude  of  issues  that  arose,  first  and  last,  can  be  divided 
into  three  groups :  '( i)  Questions  relating  to  the  organic 
nature  of  the  government,  or  to  the  source  of  its  powers 
and  the  mode  of  its  operation.  (2)  Questions  relating  to 
the  internal  construction  of  the  government  considered  as 
an  organism  or  machine,  its  model  or  framework.  (3) 
Questions  relating  to  the  powers  of  the  government,  or  the 
functions  that  it  should  perform. 
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173.  Relations  of  the  Questions. — These  groups  of 
questions  were  at  once  closely  related,  and  yet  quite  dis- 
tinct. The  National  Government  could  be  based  directly 
on  the  people  rather  than  on  the  States,  and  at  the  same 
time  consist  of  a  congress  of  one  house  and  be  limited  to 
a  narrow  field  of  operations  ;  or  a  congress  of  one  house, 
elected  by  the  States,  could  be  clothed  with  ample  powers 
and  act  immediately  on  the  people  through  its  agents;  or  a 
government  of  three  departments,  with  a  congress  of  two 
houses  could  be  organized.  At  the  same  time,  the  "strong  " 
elements  tended  to  afSliate,  and  so  did  the  "weak"  ones. 
Mr.  Dickinson  said  to  Mr.  Madison  :  "  Some  of  the  mem- 
bers from  the  small  States  wish  for  two  branches  in  the  gen- 
eral legislature,  and  are  friends  to  a  good  National  govern- 
ment; but  we  would  sooner  submit  to  a  foreign  power 
than  submit  to  being  deprived  of  an  equality  of  suffrage 
and  thereby  be  thrown  under  the  domination  of  the  larger 
States.'" 

174.  Nature  of  the  Government. — In  the  discussions 
of  the  Articles  of  Confederation  in  1776-1777,  an  issue 
had  arisen  involving  the  large  and  the  small  States.  Vir- 
ginia, Pennsylvania,  and  Massachusetts,  which  together 
had  about  one-half  the  population  of  the  Union,  were  dis- 
satisfied with  the  rule  adopted  in  1774,  giving  the  States  an 
equal  suffrage  in  Congress.  They  strove  to  secure  the 
adoption  of  a  new  rule  which  should  give  the  States  power 
in  proportion  to  their  importance,  and  proposed  population 
as  the  basis  of  representation.  This  plan  the  other  States 
defeated.  But  out  of  this  feeling,  which  had  grown  with 
the  growth  of  State  power,  sprang  the  question  that  most 
troubled  the  Convention  of  1787.  It  was  simply  whether 
the  Federal  Government  should  spring  directly  from  the 
States  as  political  corporations,  or  directly  from  the  people 
of  the  States.  Should  representation  be  equal,  or  be  accord- 
ing to  the  importance  of  the  States  as  measured  by  their 
population,  or  some  other  standard  to  be  agreed  upon  ? 
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175.  The  National  Party.— According  to  the  resolu- 
tion of  Congress,  the  sole  purjiose  of  the  Convention  was 
to  propose  such  a  revision  of  the  Articles  of  Confederation 
as  should  render  the  Federal  Constitution  adequate  to  the 
exigencies  of  government  and  the  preservation  of  the 
Union.  But  as  the  Virginia  and  Maryland  commissioners 
at  Alexandria  had  found  it  impossible  for  those  States 
alone  to  regulate  the  navigation  of  their  common  waters  ; 
and  as  the  AnuapoUs  Convention  "had  found  it  impossihle 
for  all  the  States  to  regulate  trade  separate  and  apart  from 
Other  important  mattets.  so  now  some  delegates  believed 
that  no  mere  revision  of  the  Articles  would  be  adequate  to 
the  exigencies  of  government  aud  the  preservation  of  the 
Union,  and  held  that  a  new  constitution  based  on  new 
principles  was  necessary.  They  therefore  proposed  a  Na- 
tional System,  comprehending  these  ideas :  A  government 
emanating  directly  from  the  people  ;  proportional  represent- 
ation ;  three  branches  aud  a  bicameral  legislature,  and 
ample  powers  exercised  by  National  officers.  These  men 
were  called  the  National  party,  the  Thorough -re  vision 
party,  and  the  Large-state  party. 

176.  The  State  Party.— Some  delegates  opposed  all 
these  ideas ;  others  opposed  the  first  two,  and  particularly 
proportional  representation.  These  all  favored  what  they 
called  "a  State  System,"  the  central  idea  of  which  was  an 
equal  suffrage  in  Congress.  Some  of  them,  however,  were 
quite  willing  that  the  framewoiik  of  the  government  .should 
be  altered,  if  only  the  States  should  have  equal  power  in  it. 
This  second  group  was  called  the  State,  the  Small-.state, 
and  the  Slight- revision  party. 

177.  The  Fundamental  Question. — The  fundamental 
question  was,  the  National  idea  or  the  State  idea.  Na- 
tional men  said  it  was  un-republican  for  the  37,000  people 
of  Delaware  to  have  the  same  weight  in  the  Union  as  the 
half  million  of  Virginia.     Slate  men  replied  that  the  Union 

a  confederation,  that  a  confederation  assumed  sover- 
eignty in  its  members,  and  that  sovereignty  implied  equal- 
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ity.  The  first  rejoined  that  they  favored  a  National  system ; 
and  then  the  second  responded  that  they  would  never  con- 
sent to  such  a  system.  Mr.  Patterson  declared  that,  with 
proportional  suflFrage,  the  large  States  would  swallow  the 
small  ones ;  Dr.  Franklin  replied  that  the  large  States 
neither  would  nor  could  combine  to  swallow  the  small  ones, 
and  that  with  equal  suflFrage  it  was  as  much  in  the  power 
of  the  small  States  to  swallow  the  large  ones.  The  small 
States  did  not  care  so  much  about  the  powers  of  the  Na- 
tional Government,  or  even  its  framework,  as  they  did 
about  the  absorption  of  those  powers  by  the  large  States, 
which  they  declared  a  proportional  suflFrage  would  make 
inevitable.  Hence,  the  contention  was  not  so  much  about 
powers  as  about  the  hands  that  the  powers  should  fall  into. 
The  fact  that  an  equal  vote  had  been  the  rule  since  the 
Union  began,  gave  the  State  party  a  decided  advantage. 
With  this  question  two  others  were  afl&liated,  viz,^  the  rep- 
resentation of  property  and  supplies  for  the  treasury. 

178.  Representation  of  Property.  —  Some  men 
thought  the  government  should  also  be  based,  in  part  at 
least,  upon  wealth.  Property,  they  said,  had  rights  as  well 
as  persons.  The  British  House  of  Commons  rested  to  a 
great  extent  on  this  basis.  Some  of  those  who  took  this 
view  thought  suflFrage  in  Congress  should  be  in  proportion 
to  contributions  to  the  National  treasury  ;  others,  that  it 
should  be  in  proportion  to  the  wealth  of  the  States. 

179.  Supplies  for  the  Treasury. — It  was  generally 
agreed  that  Congress  should  have  power  to  levy  customs- 
duties.  But  it  was  supposed  that  these  would  be  insuflS- 
cient ;  that  direct  taxes,  or  requisitions  on  the  States,  would 
be  necessary;  and  so  the  question  arose  how  these  taxes 
should  be  apportioned.  Should  the  apportionment  be 
according  to  the  population  of  the  States?  or  according  to 
property?  or  be  equal?  And  if  according  to  population, 
should  the  rule  be  the  white  population,  the  free  popula- 
tion, or  the  total  population  ?  State  men  were  not  in  favor 
of  an  equal  tax  ;  while  National  men  naturally  asked  why 
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the  tax  should  not  be  equal  as  well  as  the  vote.  These 
questions  were  not  new ;  they  had  vexed  Congress  when 
framing  the  Articles  of  Confederation. 

i8o.  Framework  of  the  Government. — This  issue, 
as  already  stated,  related  to  the  model,  or  construction,  of 
the  Governmeut  considered  as  a  machine.  It  was  proposed 
that  the  Government  should  consist  of  a  legislature  alone, 
and  this  of  but  one  house.  This  was  merely  retaining  the 
old  framework.  Another  proposition  was,  a  government 
of  three  independent  branches,  and  a  congress  of  two 
houses.  Besides  these  principal  questions  there  were  many 
minor  ones  that  fall  into  the  same  group,  as  :  How  shall  the 
President  and  Vice-President  be  chosen?  What  shall  be 
their  duties  ?  and, How  shall  the  Judiciary  be  organized? 

iSi.  Powers  of  the  Government. — At  one  extreme 
of  the  CouventioH  stoi^d  a  few  men  who  desired  as  much 
as  possible  to  centralize  powers,  and  to  leave  the  States  a 
minimum  ;  at  the  other  extreme,  a  larger  number  who  did 
not  favor  giving  the  Union  any  considerable  increase  of 
powers ;  between  the  two  extremes  stood  a  third  class  who 
were  desirous  of  materially  strengthening  the  Government, 
but  by  no  means  agreeing  among  themselves  concerning 
details.     Two  of  the  questions  at  issue  will  be  stated. 

182.  Control  of  Commerce. — While  the  evils  result- 
ing from  State  control  of  commerce  were  universally  felt, 
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they  came  to  deal  with  the 
posed   when   the  Articles   ^ 
power  over  foreign   trade. 


[se  of  the  Convention's  being 
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The  Northern  States,  which 
owned  most  of  the  shipping  and  carried  on  most  of  the 
commerce,  were  now  generally  anxious  to  have  the  control 
of  commerce  put  into  the  hands  of  Congress  ;  the  Southern 
States,  which  were  interested  in  a  few  principal  agricul- 
tural staples, — as  Virginia,  Maryland,  aud  Delaware  in 
tobacco,  North  Carolina  in  ship-stores,  South  Carolina  in 
,  rice,  and  Georgia  in  indigo — shrank  from  this  conclusion. 
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They  said  Congress  could  then  destroy  their  prosperity  by 
putting  export  duties  on  their  staple  products. 

183,  Slavery  in  the  Convention.— Slavery  gave  no 
little  trouble.  It  existed  by  State  authority  ;  the  Conveo- 
tion  proposed  to  leave  it  to  State  regulation,  but  it  was 
necessary  to  adjust  the  Government  of  tlie  Union  to  the 
institution.  It  presented  two  stubborn  questions.  North 
Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia  wanted  their  slaves 
counted  in  apportioning  voting  power  in  Congress,  hut  did 
not  want  them  counted  in  apportioning  taxes  ;  while  many 
of  the  delegates  from  other  States  wanted  to  have  slaves 
taxed,  but  did  not  want  to  have  them  represented.  Then 
the  three  Southern  States  were  also  determined  that  the 
importation  of  negroes  should  not  be  interfered  with, 
which  was  obnoxious  to  other  States. 
^'  184.  Conflict  of  Interests.— Thus  were  the  delegates 
divided  in  opinion.  Thus  was  the  Convention  cut  through 
and  through  by  lines  that  crossed  one  another  at  all  angles. 
Seldom  has  a  deliberative  assembly  been  compelled  to 
deal  with  elements  so  blended  and  confusing.  But,  after 
all,  the  hope  of  the  Convention,  and  of  the  country,  lay 
in  this  very  confusion.  The  Large-state  and  Small-state 
parties  both  dissolved  the  moment  the  fundamental  ques- 
tion of  constituting  the  government  was  disposed  of,  and 
the  secondary  question  of  powers-  was  taken  up.  More- 
over, all  the  questions  did  not  demand  an  answer  on  any 
one  day  ;  had  they  done  so,  the  Convention  must  have 
ended  in  failure. 

185.  The  Virginia  Plan, — On  May  29  Governor  Ran- 
dolph presented  to  the  Convention  a  series  of  fifteen  resolu- 
tions that  are  known  as  the  Virginia  plan.  The  same  day  ' 
Charles  Pinckney,  of  South  Carolina,  also  presented  a  plan. 
These  plans  were  considered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
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until  June  13,  when  the  first  one,  somewhat  amended  and 
expanded,  was  favorably  reported  to  the  Convention.  This 
plan  embodied  the  National  theory  in  its  strongest  form. 
The  Legislative  branch  should  consist  of  two  houses,  the 
first  elected  by  the  people  of  the  States  for  three  years,  the 
second  by  the  State  Legislatures  for  seven  years  ;  the  Execu- 
tive should  be  chosen  by  the  two  houses  of  the  National 
Legislature ;  the  Judiciary,  by  the  second  house.  The 
representation  in  each  House  should  be  according  to  the 
respective  population  of  the  States,  or  their  quotas  of  con- 
tribution. This  rule  would  have  given  the  States  of  Mas- 
sachusetts and  Virginia  twenty-six  Representatives  in  a 
House  of  sixty-six,  and  thirteen  Senators  in  a  Senate  of 
twenty -eight. 

186.  The  Jersey  Plan. — -On  June  15  Mr.  Patterson, 
of  New  Jersey,  as  the  spokesman  of  the  small  States,  pre- 
sented the  alternative  scheme,  in  eleven  resolutions.  This 
plau  made  no  change  in  the  basis  of  the  Goverument ;  it 
left  Congress  a  single  body,  with  an  equal  representation 
elected  by  the  States.  It  provided  a  Federal  Executive  to  be 
appointed  by  Congress,  and  a  Judiciary  to  be  appointed  by 
the  Executive.  This  plan  was  much  more  definite  and  full 
with  regard  to  powers  than  the  one  introduced  by  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph. But  it  must  be  renietnbered  that  the  two  statesmen 
were  looking  mainly  at  two  different  things  1  Randolph,  at 
organizing  a  new  government  ;  Patterson,  at  strengthening 
an  old  one. 

187.  RcafRrraation  of  the  Virginia  Plan. — The 
Randolph,  Pinckney,  and  Patterson  plans  were  now  sent  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  that  the  new  one  might  be 
discussed.  The  Committee  reported,  June  19,  that  it  did  not 
agree  to  the  Patterson  propositions,  and  again  affirmed  the 
Virginia  plan.  This  action  thoroughly  alarmed  the  Small- 
state  men  and  came  near  upsetting  the  Convention.  The 
Large-state  men  were  now  at  liberty  to  go  on  and  frame  a 
constitution,  if  they  could  hold  together;  but  they  knew 
perfectly  well  that  any  constitution  approved  by  a  vote  of 
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six  States  to  five  would  be  rejected.  Fortunately,  the  dis- 
tinctness of  the  first  and  second  groups  of  questions  left  the 
Convention  a  door  of  escape,  as  we  sliall  see  in  the  next 
chapter. 

iS8.  Character  of  The  Convention. — In  all  sisty-five  delegates 
were  appointed,  but  only  fifty-five  attended.  Of  these  one  had  sat  in 
the  Albany  Coogresa,  three  in  the  Stamp  Act  Congress,  seven  in  the 
Congress  of  1774,  nine  had  signed  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
forty-three  had  been  members  of  Congress  and  eighteen  were  mem- 
bers at  this  time.  Twenty-nine  had  received  a  liberal  education, 
either  in  the  colleges  of  the  country  or  in  the  universities  of  Great 
Britain.  In  ability,  cdncatxou,  and  political  experience,  the  Conven- 
tion represented  the  best  elements  of  the  country.  Washington  and 
Franklin  were  the  two  most  famous  members  ;  Madison  and  Hamil- 
ton were  the  ablest  political  thinkers,  but  there  was  a  large  number 
of  men  of  a  high  order  of  ability. 

1B9.  The  Words  "Strong"  and  "Weak."— The  ambiguities 
lurking  iu  these  words  have  much  confused  the  history  of  the 
Federal  Convention.  To  say  that  a  man  favored  a  "  strong"  or  a 
"weak"  government  does  not  settle  his  status.  For  eiample. 
although  Mr.  Randolph  favored  a  "  strong  government,"  he  resisted 
giving  Congress  the  control  of  commerce,  aud  finally  refused  to 
sign  the  Constitution  lest  it  become  an  instrument  of  tyranny. 
His  "strong  government  "  was  one  of  three  departments,  having  a 
bicameral  Congress,  in  which  the  Stales  should  be  ratably  repre- 
sented. Mr.  Patterson,  and  the  Northern  State  men  generally, 
wanted  a  "weak  government,"  and  yet  they  wished  to  give  Con- 
gress the  control  of  commerce.  Their  "  weak  government"  was  one 
in  which  the  States  were  equally  represented. 

190.  Composition  of  the  Large-state  Party.— This  party  was  not 
composed  exclusively  of  large  States.  Had  it  been,  it  could  never 
have  commanded  more  than  three  votes  ouL  of  twelve.  North  Caro- 
lina, South  Carolina,  and  Georgia  voted,  on  the  motions  involving 
this  issue,  along  with  Virginia,  Pennsylvania,  and  Massachusetts. 
Connecticut,  Rhode  Island,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Delaware,  and 
Maryland  made  up  the  other  party.  New  Hampshire  was  not  pres- 
ent until  July  23,  and  Rhode  Island  not  at  any  time.  Had  these  two 
States  been  present  from  the  beginning,  it  is  impossible  to  say  what 
the  final  outcome  would  have  been.  "A  more  fortunate  union  of 
circumstances  for  even-handed  compromise  could  hardly  have  been 
imagined.  The  lat^e  States  had,  through  all  the  preliminary  debates, 
a  majority  of  six  to  five,  large  enough  to  insur 
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miccess  in  nationalizing  the  new  government,  but  not  so  large  as  to 
obviate  the  necessity  of  deference  to  the  minority.** 

191.  Slavery  in  the  Colonies. — In  1619,  the  very  year  that  Vir- 
ginia won  her  House  of  Burgesses,  a  Dutch  ship  landed  a  few  negroes 
at  Jamestown,  and  with  that  act  the  history  of  slavery  in  the  United 
States  began.  For  a  time  its  growth  was  very  slow  ;  few  negroes 
were  imported,  and  their  natural  increase  was  small.  Afterwards, 
both  importations  and  the  natural  increase  became  more  rapid.  The 
increase  in  the  total  number  of  slaves,  as  well  as  their  distribution 
North  and  South,  is  shown  by  this  table  :  1 

1715                             1775  1790 

North 10,900  46,120  40,370 

South 47,950  455.000  657,527 

Total 58,850  501,120  697,897 

Generally,  the  Colonies  were  opposed  to  the  slave  trade  and  to 
slavery.  Statutes  by  the  score  designed  to  limit  or  prohibit  the  im- 
portation of  slaves,  are  found  in  their  statute  books.  But  this  opposi- 
tion was  always  overborne  by  British  traders  supported  by  the  British 
government.  The  feeling  of  the  country  is  shown  by  a  resolution 
adopted  by  Congress,  April  6,  1776,  three  months  before  independ- 
ence was  declared:  **That  no  slaves  be  imported  into  any  of  the 
thirteen  United  Colonies.**  Some  of  the  States,  as  Virginia,  had 
already  taken  the  same  action.  In  1787  slavery  had  ceased  to  exist 
in  Massachusetts  and  New  Hampshire,  and  in  the  five  other  Northern 
States  it  was  doomed  to  early  extinction.  The  most  enlightened 
Southern  men  looked  upon  the  institution  as  a  great  evil  to  be  reme- 
died as  soon  as  possible ;  and  it  appears  to  have  been  the  general 
expectation  in  the  South  that  the  remedy  would  come  at  an  early  day. 
The  industrial  prosperity  of  the  Southern  States,  and  particularly  of 
the  two  Carolinas  and  Georgia,  for  the  time  depended  upon  slave 
labor.  It  was  almost  universally  believed  that  emancipation  would 
be  attended  by  greater  evils  than  slavery  itself.  Even  Mr.  Jefferson, 
who  was  a  strong  antislavery  man,  said  the  two  races,  equally  free, 
could  not  live  together  in  the  same  government. 

1  Lalor's  Cyclopaedia  of  Political  Science,  "Slavery." 


CHAPTER  IX. 

THE  COXSTITUTIOX  FRAMED. 

See  references  of  last  chapter,  to  wliicli  may  be  added  Jc^mston's 
article,  Comprofnises  in  U,  S.  History,  /.,  ///.,  (in  Lalor's  Cyclopit- 
dia.) 

192.  First  Compromise. — ^Twice  before  Jane  15  it 
had  been  suggested  that  different  roles  of  sn£frage  should 
be  adopted  for  the  different  Houses.  No  attention  was  paid 
to  these  suggestions  at  the  time.  On  June  29  Mr.  Johnson, 
of  Connecticut,  proposed  that  instead  of  longer  opposing 
the  National  idea  to  the  State  idea,  the  Convention  sbonld 
combine  the  two, — make  the  suffrage  proportional  in  the 
one  House  and  equal  in  the  other.  Mr.  Ellsworth,  also  of 
Connecticut,  made  that  motion.  The  Union,  he  said,  was 
partly  National,  partly  Federal ;  proportional  representa- 
tion in  the  first  branch  would  be  conformable  to  tbe  Na- 
tional principle,  and  an  equality  of  voices  in  the  otber 
would  be  conformable  to  the  Federal  principle.  Dr.  Frank- 
lin seconded  the  motion.  "The  small  States  contended," 
he  said,  "that  the  National  principle  would  endanger  tbeir 
liberties ;  the  large  States  contended  that  the  Federal  prin- 
ciple would  endanger  their  money.  When  a  broad  table  is 
to  \y^  made,  and  the  edges  of  the  planks  do  not  fit,  the 
artist  takes  a  little  from  both  and  makes  a  good  joint." 
This  motion,  sometimes  called  the  "Connecticut  Compro- 
mise," was  finally  adopted.  With  it  were  coupled  two 
other  propositions.  The  first  of  these,  "  all  bills  for  raising 
revenue  shall  originate  in  the  House  of  Representatives," 
was  a  concession  to  the  large  States.  The  other  one,  that  in 
apportioning  Representatives  and  direct  taxes  three-fifths 
of  the  slaves  should  be  counted,  was  a  concession  to  the 
•Catolinas  and  Georgia.     This  compromise  was  not  adopted 

as'  a  whole  at  one  time,  but  by  separate  votes,  item  by 
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item.     The  concession  of  an  equal  vote  to  the  small  States 
was  made  irreversible.     Article  V.   of   the  Constitution 
declares:    "No  State  without  its  consent   shall    be  de- 
prived of  its  equal  suffrage  in  the  Senate." 
I  193.     Effects  of  the  Compromise.— The  adoption  of 

I     this  compromise  was  followed   by  two   favorable  results. 
I     The  meu  most  opposed  to  an  eflScient  government  went 
home  in  disgust;  while  the  Small-state  men,  who  really 
wanted  such  a  government,  were  put  in  a  good  humor,  and 
1      were  ready  to  assist  in  making  it  as  strong  as  was  neces- 
sary.    Now  that  they  were   convinced  that  their  States 
would  not  be  merged  in  a  consolidated  National  plan,  or 
their  influence  lost  in    public   affairs,  such  delegates  as 
I      Dickinson  and  Patterson  worked  side  by  side  with  Frank- 
I      lin  and  Madison  in  perfecting  the  details  of  the  Constitu- 
I      tion.     Nothing  could  showmore  conclusively  that  the  most 
I     radical  difference  of  opinion  related  to  the  organic  nature 
I     of  the  Government,  rather  than  to  its  powers  or  its  frame- 
I     work. 

'  .Ji>  194.  Second  Compromise. — This  relates  to  com- 
I  merce,  and  simply  balances  the  two  propositions  :"  Con- 
'  gress  shall  have  power  to  regulate  commerce  with  for- 
eign nations,  and  among  the  several  States,  and  with  the 
Indian  tribes,"  and,  "No  tax  or  duty  shall  be  laid  on 
articles  exported  from  any  State."  The  first  was  a  con- 
cession to  the  commercial  States  of  the  North  ;  the  second, 
to  the  agricultural  States  of  the  South. 

195.  Third  Compromise. — The  Carolinas  and  Geor- 
gia maintained  that  Congress  should  be  prohibited  from 
abolishing  the  slave  trade,  or  taxing  it  more  highly  than 
other  commerce.  Ai^er  a  heated  debate,  which  brought 
the  Convention  to  a  stand-stilli^s  effectually  as  the  repre- 
sentation question  had  done.^the  three  Stales  united  with 
New  England  in  carrying  a  new  compromise.  It  was  con- 
ceded, on  the  one  hand,  that  Congres^  should  not  forbid 
the  trade  for  twenty  years  ;  and,  on  the  other,  that  in 
the  meantime  Congress  might  impose  upon  the  negroes 
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imported  a  tax  often  dollars  a  head.  The  three  States  also 
assisted  the  North  in  striking  out  of  the  Constitution,  as  it 
then  stood,  a  clause  requiring  a  two-thirds  vote  in  each 
House  of  Congress  to  enact  navigation  laws.  Virginia 
strongly  opposed  this  compromise.  She  thought  the  first 
feature  would  tend  to  perpetuate  slavery,  while  she  ob- 
jected to  giving  the  control  of  commerce  to  a  majority  in 
Congress.  It  was  also  a  part  of  this  arrangement  that 
slaves  escaping  from  one  State  into  another  should  be 
given  up  to  their  masters  on  demand. 

196.  Stages  of  Progress.—  Few  of  these  need  be 
here  reported.  On  July  24  the  whole  subject,  including  all 
the  material  that  had  been  accumulated,  was  referred  to  a 
committee  of  five,  called  the  Committee  of  Detail,  to  report 
a  draft  of  constitution.  The  report  of  this  committee,  sub- 
mitted August  6,  bears  a  general  resemblance  to  the  Con- 
stitution as  finally  adopted.  The  whole  ground  was  now 
gone  over  again  ;  some  old  features  were  dropped,  and 
some  new  ones  added.  On  September  8  the  articles 
already  agreed  to  were  sent  to  a  Committee  of  Revision, 
consisting  of  five,  for  arrangement  and  revision  of  style. 
Four  days  later,  the  Constitution  came  back  nearly  in  its 
present  form,'  and  the  proceedings  entered  on  their  final 
stage.  Three  or  four  days  were  now  spent  in  a  final  revi- 
sion. A  few  changes  were  made,  of  which  the  most  im- 
portant was  the  reduction  of  the  minimum  rate  of  repre- 
sentation in  the  House  of  Representatives  from  40,000  to 
30,000.  Resolutions  submitting  the  Constitution,  and  an 
address  to  Congress  to  be  signed  by  the  President,  were 
agreed  to.  On  the  final  vote  the  States  present  were  unan- 
imous, viz.  :  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut, 
New    Jersey,    Pennsylvania,    Delaware,   Virginia,    North 


l"Thf  finish  given  t 

a  the 

stvl 

,ng.tolhf  pcuQt  M 

he  e 

nir 

cted  member,  cndwi 

hthe 

read 

I 


THE  CONSTITUTION  FRAMED.  103 

Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia.  Single  delegates 
were  present  from  New  York  and  Maryland,  but  they 
could  not  cast  the  votes  of  those  States. 

197.  Signing  and  Adjournment. — Monday,  Septem- 
ber 17,  the  Convention  met  for  the  last  time.  The  Consti- 
tution had  been  engrossed  and  was  ready  to  be  signed. 
Only  forty-two  of  the  fifty-five  members  who  had  attended 
were  present,  and  three  of  these  had  declared  themselves  in 
opposition.  In  the  hope  that  the  signatures  of  all  might  be 
secured,  a  form  that  made  the  signers  merely  witnesses  to 
what  had  been  done,  and  did  not  declare  their  approval,  had 
been  adopted.  "Done  in  Convention  by  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  States  present,  the  17th  day  of  September, 
in  the  year  of  our  I,ord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-seven,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States 
of  America  the  twelfth.  In  witness  whereuuto  we  have 
hereunto  subscribed  our  names."  But  the  three  members 
still  refused  to  sign.  So  the  thirty-nine  men  signed,  and 
the  Convention  adjourned  sirie  die. 

ig8.  The  Three  Compromises. — Tbe  history  of  these  compro- 
misesis  of  the  greatest  iuterest.  It  reveals  some  of  the  difGculties 
attending  constituting  a  federal  governmejit,  and  particularly  a  fed- 
eral republic,  involving,  as  it  does,  the  alljustmciit  of  two  jurisdic- 
tions. Secoudly,  it  shows  the  skill  with  which,  in  the  present  case, 
this  problem  was  solved.  And,  thirdly,  it  is  a  good  illustration  of 
the  political  genius  of  the  English-speaking  people,  who  never  press 
an  abstract  principle  to  an  extretne,  but  rather  consult  Ihe  facts  of 
history.  The  first  and  third  compromises  have  been  denounced  as 
compromises  of  a  moral  question.  Slavery  then  existed  in  most  of 
the  States  ;  tbe  Convention  could  not  abolish  it,  even  if  such  were  its 
wish  ;  and  the  members  generally  thought  it  as  proper  a  subject  for 
compromise  as  any  other.  So  far  as  we  can  now  see,  without  these 
compromises  no  constitution  would  have  been  made,  and  the  Amer- 
ican Union  would  have  fallen  to  pieces.  Furthermore,  they  were 
made  at  different  stages  of  the  Coaveutiou'a  progress  as  the  subjects 
were  reached. 
''  199.  Second  Convention  Proposed, — The  last  few  days  of  the 
Convention,  the  idea  of  calling  a  second  convention  got  afloat.  The 
Constitution  provided  for  its  own  amendment  after  it  should  go  into 
eSect,  but  this  did  not  satisfy  the  men  who  brought   forward  this 
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propoaition.  They  insisted  that  it  should  be  anieuded  before  going 
into  effect,  or  at  least  tliat  aa  opportunity  for  amendment  should  be 
given.  Governor  Randolph  twice  made  that  motion,  and  said  he 
would  vote  for  the  Constitution  if  the  motion  were  carried.  Mr. 
Mason  said  in  favor  of  one  of  these  motions:  "Asecond  convention 
will  know  more  of  the  sense  of  the  people,  and  be  able  to  provide  a 
system  more  conaanant  to  it,"  Mr.  Pinckney  replied  :  "Nothing  but 
coiifusion  and  contrariety  will  spring  from  the  experiment.  The 
States  will  never  agree  in  their  plans,  and  deputies  to  a  second  con* 
vention  coming  together  under  the  discordant  impressions  of  their 
constituents,  will  never  agree."     The  motion  was  lost  by  a  unani- 

200.  Spirit  of  the  Convention. — The  three  members  who  refused 
to  sign  were  Gerry,  of  Massachusetts,  and  Mason  and  Randolph, of 
Virginia.  They  had  all  taken  an  active  part  in  the  Convention,  ani3 
Mason  and  Randolph  bad  supported  the  strongest  features  of  the 
Virginia  plan.  But  now  that  the  work  was  finished,  and  they  could 
survey  it  as  a  whole,  they  seemed  surprised  and  alarmed  at  the  long 
step  forward  that  had  been  taken.  Randolph  afterwards  favored  the 
ratification  of  the  Constitution,  but  Mason  and  Gerry  opposed  it  to 
the  end.  The  three  statesmen  assigned  various  aud  conflicting  rea- 
sons for  their  final  action,  which  called  out  a  number  of  the  signers  in 
replj.  Franklin  said  he  expected  no  better  constitution,  and  was 
not  sure  but  this  one  was  tlie  best.  Gouvcrneur  Morris  had  objec- 
tions, but  considered  the  plan  agreed  upon  the  best  one  attainable, 
Hamilton  said  uo  man's  ideas  were  more  remote  from  the  plan  than 
bis  own  ;  but,  "is  it  possible,"  he  asked,  "to  deliberate  between 
anarchy  and  convulsion  on  one  side,  and  the  chance  of  good  to  be 
expected  from  the  plan,  on  the  other?"  How  utterly  the  three  ob- 
jectors failed  to  read  the  future,  is  shown  by  the  prophecy  of  Mason 
that "  the  dangerous  power  and  structure  of  the  government "  would 
"end  either  in  monarchy  or  a  tyrannical  aristocracy  ;  which,  he  was 
in  doubt,  bnt  one  or  the  other  he  was  sure."  ' 

201.  Records  and  Reports. ^ust  before  adjourning,  the  Conven- 
tion, in  response  to  a  question  by  its  President  as  to  the  disposition 
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to  be  made  of  the  Journal  and  other  papers,  voted  that  they  should 
all  be  intrusted  to  him,  subject  to  the  order  of  Congress  if  ever 
organized  under  the  Constitution.  In  March,  1796,  Washington  de- 
posited the  manuscript  volumes  containing  them  in  the  State  De- 
partment. Mr.  Madison,  besides  bearing  an  able  part  in  the  proceed- 
ings, took  copious  notes  of  the  discussions,  which  constitute  the  only 
existing  report  covering  the  whole  period  of  the  Convention,  and 
the  principal  sources  of  information  on  the  subject. 


CHAPTER  X. 


eatification  of  the  constitution. 

References, 

BancrDft,  Vol.  VI.  (Formation  of  the  Constitution,  4,  j);  Hil- 
dreth,  Vol.  III.;  Winsor,  Vol.  Vfl..  Chap.  IV.;  Frothinghara,  Chap. 
XII.;  Pitkin,  Chap.  XVIIL;  Hart,  Chap.  VI.;  Johnston,  The 
Constitution  of  the  U.  S.,  I.~III.  (in  Lalor),  and  The  United  States, 
v.;  Fiske,  The  Critical  Period  of  American  History;  McMaster, 
Vol.  I.,  Chap,  v.;  Story,  Book  III.,  Chap.  I.;  Smith,  The  Movement 
Towards  a  Second  Conslitutional  Convention  in  ijSS  (in  Essays  in 
the  Constitutional  History  of  the  U.  S.,  Edited  byf.  F.  Jameson). 

Elliot's  Debates,  Vols.  Il.-IV.  These  three  volumes  contain  the 
reports  of  the  debates  in  the  State  Couventions  called  to  ratify  the 
Constitution.    See  bX&o  Journals  of  Congress,  Vol.  IV. 

202.  Constitution  Sent  to  Congress. — The  Consti- 
tution reached  Congress  September  20,  1787,  accompanied 
by  the  two  resolutions  and  the  address  that  the  Convention 
had  adopted.     This  is  the  first  of  the  two  resolutions: 

"Resolved,  That  the  preceding  Constitution  be  laid  be 
fore  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  and  that  it  ia 
the  opinion  of  this  Convention  that  it  should  afterwards 
be  submitted  to  a  convention  of  delegates,  chosen  in  each 
State  by  the  people  thereof,  under  the  recommendation  of 
its  Legislature,  for  their  assent  and  ratification ;  and  that 
each  convention  assenting  to  and  ratifying  the  same,  should 
give  notice  thereof  to  the  United  States  in  Congress  assem- 
bled." 

203.  Action  of  Congress.— The  Articles  of  Confed- 
eration provided  that  no  alteration  should  at  any  time  be 
made  in  them  unless  it  were  first  agreed  to  in  Congress,  and 
were  afterwards  confirmed  by  the  Legislature  of  every  State. 
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The  document  that  had  been  framed  and  now  lay  on  the  table 
was  not  a  series  of  alteratious  in  the  Articles,  but  a  wholly 
new  constitution ;  moreover,  this  constitution  did  not  ema- 
nate from  the  States,  as  the  Articles  had  done,  but  from  the 
people  of  the  United  States;  while  the  last  article  ran  r  "The 
ratifications  of  the  conventions  of  nine  States  shall  be  suffi- 
cient for  the  establishment  of  this  Constitution  between  the 
States  50  ratifying  the  same."  The  Convention  did  not  ask 
Congress  to  agree  to  anything,  but  only  to  send  the  Consti- 
tution to  the  States,  and  await  their  action.  An  attempt 
was  now  made  under  the  leadership  of  Richard  Henry  Lee, 
of  Virginia,  to  have  Congress  propose  amendments,  bnt  this 
failed.  Had  it  succeeded,  some  States  would  have  ratified 
the  Constitution  as  framed  by  the  Convention,  and  some 
the  Constitution  as  amended  by  Congress,  and  so  it  would 
have  failed  altogether. 

September  29  Congress  adopted  this  resolution  by  a 
unanimous  vote : 

"That  the  said  report,  namely  the  Constitution  with 
the  resolutions  and  the  letter  accompanying  the  same,  be 
transmitted  to  the  several  Legislatures,  in  order  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  a  convention  of  delegates  chosen  in  each  State  by 
the  people  thereof,  in  conformity  to  the  resolves  of  the 
Convention  made  and  provided  in  that  case." 

204.  Reception  of  the  Constitution. — The  Conven- 
tion had  succeeded  in  keeping  its  secrets.  No  part  of  the 
Constitution  passed  its  door.s  until  it  had  completed  its 
work  and  adjourned.  Immediately  on  its  publication,  the 
country  was  thrown  into  a  fever  of  excitement  that  con- 
tinued to  increase  until,  almost  a  year  later,  the  eleventh 
State  had  given  its  ratification.  The  press  teemed  with 
pamphlets,  books,  essays,  broadsides,  articles,  poems,  let- 
ters, allegories,  and  squibs.  The  land  resounded  with 
speeches.  At  first  there  were  three  classes  of  men  :  the 
friends  of  the  new  plan,  its  enemies,  and  those  who  had  not 
made  up  their  minds.     Its  ratification  was  due  in  the  end 


^^m    i^    -         Tan  AMEJaCAN  government. 

^^1  to  the  fact  that  the  first  class  were  able  to  convert  the 
^^H       majority  of  the  third  one. 

^^M  205.     Friends  of  the  Constitution. — Mr.   Curtis  di- 

^^M  vides  these  into  three  classes  ;  (i)  A  large  body  of  men 
^^H"  who  recognized  in  the  Constitution  the  admirable  system 
^^1  which  it  proved  to  be  when  put  into  operation  ;  (2)  men 
^^H  who  believed  it  to  be  the  best  attainable  government,  over- 
^^H  looking  defects  which  they  acknowledged,  or  trusting  to 
^^B  the  power  of  amendment ;  and  (3)  the  mercantile  and 
^^m  manufacturing  classes,  who  regarded  the  commercial  and 
^^M        revenue  powers  with  great  favor.' 

^H  ao6.     Its   Enemies.  —  The    same   writer   divides    its 

^^m  enemies  into  four  classes:  (i)  Those  who  had  always 
^^M  opposed  any  enlargement  of  the  Federal  system  ;  (2)  those 
^^B  whose  consequence  as  politicians  would  be  diminished  by 
^^M  the  establishment  of  a  government  able  to  attract  to  its 
^^M  service  the  highest  classes  of  talent  and  character;  (3) 
^^M  those  who  conscientiously  believed  its  provisions  and 
^^P  powers  dangerous  to  the  rights  of  the  States  and  to  the 
^^  public  liberty  ;  and  (4)  those  who  were  opposed  to  any 
government.  State  or  National,  that  would  have  vigor  or 
energy  enough  to  protect  the  rights  of  property,  to  prevent 

I  schemes  of  plunder  in  the  form  of  paper  money,  and  to 
taring  about  the  discharge  of  public  and  private  debts.' 
^307.  Arguments  against  the  Constitution.  — The 
old  arguments  against  strengthening  the  governoieut  were 
all  revamped  and  many  new  ones  invented.  But  the  main 
objections  sprang  from  the  old  root,  the  antagonism  in- 
volved in  the  dual  system  inherited  from  Colonial  times. 
Most  Americans  now  living  have  thoroughly  adjusted  the 
two  loyalties  and  the  two  patriotisms,  but  a  century  ago 
few  had  made  that  adjustment,  Morover,  National  feeling 
was  then  weak,  State  feeling  strong.  A  collection  of  argu- 
ments soberly  advanced  in  opposition  to  the  Constitution 
could  be  made,  that  to-day  would  be  most  amusing. 
1  Kialory  of  Ihe  CQDstituilon,  Vol.  II..  p.  495. 
»  arid,  Vol.11.,  p.  «6. 
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308.  No  Bill  of  Rights. — Most  of  the  State  constitu- 
tions contained  bills  of  rights.  They  consisted  of  proposi- 
tions, mainly  copied  from  the  great  Knglish  charters, 
asserting  certain  civil  rights  as  belonging  to  the  people. 
A  motion  for  a  committee  to  prepare  such  a  bill  to  accom- 
pany the  Constitution  had  been  lost  in  the  Convention. 
But  when  the  Constitution  came  before  the  people  for  their 
ratification,  the  strongest  attack  was  made  at  this  point. 
The  omission  of  such  a  bill  was  declared  a  fatal  defect. 
The  "little  despised  things  called  maxims  "  were  declared 
to  be  the  real  safeguards  of  freedom.  Mr.  Hamilton  replied 
to  this  criticism  that  bills  of  rights  are  by  their  nature 
contracts  between  kings  and  their  subjects,  abridgments  of 
prerogative  in  favor  of  privilege,  reservations  of  rights  not 
surrendered  to  the  prince  ;  that  they  have  no  application 
to  constitutions  professedly  founded  upon  the  power  of  the 
people  and  executed  by  their  representatives  and  servants  ; 
that,  in  a  republic,  the  people  surrender  nothing  ;  that  the 
preamble  of  the  Constitution  is  a  much  better  recognition 
of  popular  rights  than  volumes  of  such  aphorisms  as  com- 
monly composed  bills  of  rights.'  It  was  also  contended 
that  the  Constitution  itself  was  a  bill  of  rights  in  every 
rational  sense,  and  to  every  useful  purpose  ;  also  that  the 
State  bills  of  rights  would  still  be  in  force,  and  that  they 
would  prove  all-sufficient. 

2og.  State  Conventions  Called.^  The  Convention 
recommended  that  the  Constitution  be  sent  for  ratification 
to  State  conventions  elected  by  the  people,  and  not  to  the 
Legislatures,  because  it  was  virtually  a  National  system, 
and  not  a  confederacy.  Besides,  conventions  called  for  this 
special  purpose  would  give  a  much  better  opportunity  for 
calm  and  thorough  discussion  than  the  Legislatures.  The 
Legislature  of  Rhode  Island  aloue  refused  to  comply,  but 
submitted  the  Constitution  to  a  popular  vote,  which  could 
not  affect  the  issue  one  way  or  the  other. 
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310.  Conditional  Ratification  Proposed. — ^Tbe  Con- 
vention had  scarcely  adjourned  when  there  began  a  most 
determined  attempt  to  have  the  ratifications  made  condi- 
tional. More  definitely,  the  plan  was  to  have  the  State 
conventions  propose  amendments  to  be  referred  to  a  second 
General  Convention,  and  then  ratify  the  Constittilion,  pro- 
vided these  amendments  were  adopted,  or  at  least  consid- 
ered. The  supporters  of  the  Constitution  said  the  true 
plan  was  to  ratify  first,  and  leave  amendments  to  the  ma- 
chinery of  the  Constitution  itself. 

211.  The  First  Ratihcat-ons. — Delaware  led  the 
way,  ratifying  unanimously,  December  7,  1787.  Pennsyl- 
vania followed,  December  12,  with  a  vote  of  46  to  23.  Then 
came  New  Jersey,  the  i8th  of  the  same  month,  with  a  unan- 
imous vote.  Georgia  also  was  unanimous,  January  2,  1788. 
Connecticut  ratified  the  gth  of  same  month  by  a  vote  of  128 
to  40.  The  Massachusetts  convention  came  next  in  order, 
and  there  the  first  determined  battle  was  fought. 

212.  The  Massachusetts  Plan. — The  Massachusetts 
convention  was  the  sixth  to  act.  Here  the  opposition  were 
determined  that  the  Coustitutiou  should  not  go  into  opera- 
tion until  it  had  been  referred,  with  amendments,  to  a 
second  General  Convention  for  revision.  At  last  this  plan, 
which  came  to  be  called  the  "  Massachusetts  plan,"  was 
agreed  upon  ;  The  convention  should  unconditionally  rat- 
ify, but  recommend  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  Con- 
gress certain  amendments.  Upon  this  plan  a  majority  was 
obtained  after  a  month's  debate.  The  vote  was  taken  Feb- 
ruary 6,  1788,  and  stood  187  to  168.  The  friends  of  the 
Constitution  in  several  other  States  overcame  the  opposition 
by  following  the  example  set  by  Massachusetts.  Without 
this  mode  of  procedure,  it  is  highly  probable  that  the  Con- 
stitution would  have  failed  altogether. 

213.  The  Remaining  Ratifications — Maryland  voted 
63  to  II,  April  28;  South  Carolina,  149  to  73,  Mayas. 
The  New  Hampshire  Convention  at  its  first  session  could 
not  come  to  a  decision,  hut  at  the  second  one,  June  21,  gave 


RATIFICATION  OF  THE  CONSTITTrTION,  III 

57  votes  for  and  46  against  the  Constitution.  This  was  the 
ninth  ratification  and  made  the  Constitution  valid  in  re- 
spect to  the  nine  States,  Virginia  gave  her  approval  after 
a  protracted  and  bitter  resistance,  June  21,  89  yeas  to  79 
nays.  New  York,  at  the  end  of  a  long  struggle,  and  more 
determined  than  that  in  Virginia,  July  26,  gave  the  narrow 
majority  of  three  in  a  total  vote  of  57.  To  secure  even  this 
small  majority,  the  friends  of  the  Constitution  were  com- 
pelled to  agree  to  a  recommendation  that  a  second  Federal 
Convention  should  be  called,  to  act  upon  the  amendments 
that  had  been  or  should  be  proposed.  This  was  the  last 
ratification  until  the  new  government  had  been  some 
months  in  operation.  The  first  North  Carolina  Convention, 
by  a  decisive  vote,  refused  to  ratify  until  a  second  Federal 
Convention  should  be  called ;  the  second  one,  November 
21,  1789,  ratified  by  a  majority  of  11,  The  Rhode  Island 
ratification  was  not  given  until  May  29,  1790,  and  then 
only  by  a  vote  of  34  to  32,  As  rapidly  as  they  were  made, 
the  ratifications  were  transmitted  to  Congress. 

214.  Washington  and  Ratification.  — Washington  expressed  his 
views  as  to  the  scheme  to  defer  ratification  in  the  strongest  terms. 
"  Clear  I  am,"  said  he,  "  if  another  Federal  Conveiition  is  attempted, 
that  the  sentiments  of  the  members  will  be  more  discordant  or  less 
accommodating  than  the  last.  In  fine,  they  will  agree  on  uo  general 
plan.  General  government  is  now  suspended  by  a  thread;  I  might 
go  further  atid  say  it  is  at  an  end ;  and  what  will  be  the  consequence 
of  a  fruitless  attempt  to  amend  the  one  which  is  offered  before  it  is 
tried,  or  of  the  delay  of  the  attempt,  does  not,  in  my  opinion,  need 
the  gift  of  prophecy  to  predict.  The  Constitution  or  disunion  is  be- 
fore us  to  choose  from.  If  the  first  is  our  election,  when  the  defects 
of  it  are  experienced,  a  constitutional  door  is  open  for  amendments, 
and  may  be  adopted  in  a  peaceable  manner,  without  tumult  or  disor- 
der." Moreover,  the  popular  con victiou  that  he  was  sure  to  be  chosen 
to  preside  over  the  inauguration  of  the  new  government  was  a  great 
factor.  With  hin  the  interests  of  the  people  would  be  safe.  Mon- 
roe wrote  to  Jefferson,  "Be  assured  Washington's  influence  carried 
this  Eovenimeut. " 

aiS,     Patrick  Henry,— This   distinguished  orator  had  refused  a 

a  the  Federal  Convention,  but  accepted  one  in  the  Virginia  con- 

LTention  called  to  ratify  it,  where  his  course  well  illustrates  the  most 


The  AMERICAN  GOVERNMENT. 


determined  opposition  that  was  made.  "He  could  not  endui 
has  been  said,  "the  thought  of  a.  governnient  external  to  that 
Virginia,  and  yet  possessed  of  the  power  of  direct  taxatic 
people  of  the  State.  He  regarded  with  utter  abhorrence  the  idea  of 
laws  binding  the  people  of  Virgiuia  by  the  authority  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States  ;  and  thinking  that  he  saw  in  the  Constitution  a 
purely  national  and  consolidated  government,  and  refusing  to  see  the 
Federal  principle  which  its  advocates  declared  was  incorporateti  in  its 
system  of  representation,  he  shut  his  eyes  resolutely  upon  all  the 
evils  and  defects  of  the  Confederation,  and  denounced  the  new  plan 
as  a  monstrous  depnrii"-e  from  the  only  safe  construction  of  a  Union. 
He  belonged,  too,  to  that  school  of  public  men— some  of  whose  prin- 
ciples in  this  respect  it  is  vain  to  question — who  considered  a  bill  of 
rights  essential  in  every  republican  government  that  is  clothed  with 
powers  of  direct  legislation."' 

3i6.  Foreshadomings  of  Political  Parties. — In  the  conflict  at- 
tending the  establishment  of  the  Constitution,  the  beginnings  of  the 
future  political  parties  appeared.  They  arose  out  of  the  absorbing 
question  of  the  times^the  expansion  of  the  National  Government, 
The  names  "National,"  pertaining  to  a  nation,  and  "Federal," 
pertaining  to  &Jtedus,  federation,  or  league,  justly  describe  the  two 
parties  that  divided  the  country  in  1787,  These  parties  survived  that 
straggle,  although  there  was  some  changing  of  sides  and  of  names. 
The  Nationalists  now  assumed  the  name  Federalists,  because  they 
favored  the  ratification  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  and  the  Federal- 
ists became  An ti- federalists,  because  opposed  to  such  ratification.  A 
few  years  later  believers  in  loose-construction  were  called  Federalists, 
while  believers  in  strict- construction  called  themselves  Republicans 
and  Democratic-Republicans,  Change  of  name  did  not  imply  a  neces- 
sary change  of  principle.  Hamilton  and  Madison  were  Nationalists  in 
1787,  because  they  favored  atrengtheniug  the  Government ;  they  were 
Federalists  in  1788,  because  they  favored  ratifying  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution ;  afterwards  they  separated,  the  first  becoming  a  Federalist 
and  the  second  a  Democratic- Republic  an,  because  they  did  not  agree 
as  to  the  powers  of  the  Government  under  the  Constitution.  Again, 
Patrick  Henry  was  a  Federalist  in  1787,  an  A nti- federalist  in  1788, 
and  a  Federalist  again  after  the  Government  was  put  in  operation. 

217.  Course  of  History  Reviewed.  In  the  preceding  history  two 
things  stand  out  with  prominence.  One  is  that  it  was  the  ratifica- 
tions of  the  State  conventions,  speaking  the  voice  of  the  people,  which 
gave  the  Constitution  all  its  binding  force.  Or,  as  C.-J.  Marshall  said : 
"From  these  conventions  the  Constitution  derives  its  whole  author- 
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ity."  The  other  is  that  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  and  the 
inauguration  of  the  new  Government  together  composed  a  political 
revolution.  The  Articles  of  Confederation  pro\nded  in  express  terms 
how  the  Government  established  in  1775,  and  confirmed  in  1781, 
should  be  changed,  and  these  pro\isions  were  disregarded  in  every 
particular.^  Thus  the  new  order  of  things  was  a  peaceful  revolution 
enacted  by  the  sovereign  people. 

Note. — Alexander  Hamilton  had  been  very  influential  in  bringing  about  the 
Federal  Convention  of  which  he  was  also  a  member.  Of  all  the  members  of  that 
body,  he  believed  in  a  strong  government,  but  he  cheerfully  signed  the  Constitu- 
tion on  the  ground  that  it  was  impossible  to  deliberate  between  anarchy  on  the 
one  side,  and  the  chance  of  good  government  on  the  other.  The  Convention  over, 
Hamilton  threw  himself  into  the  ratification  struggle,  and  without  him  ratifica- 
tion would  have  failed  in  New  York,  and  possibly  in  other  States.  He  conceived 
the  idea  of  a  series  of  essays  to  explain  to  the  public  what  the  Constitution 
really  was,  and  called  to  his  side  Jay  and  Madison  to  aid  in  its  execution.  These 
essays  are  collectively  known  as  **  The  Federalist,"  of  which  he  wrote  much  the 
larger  number.  They  were  widely  published  and  read,  and  had  great  influence. 
**  The  Federalist "  was  projected  for  a  temporary  purpose,  but  it  proved  to  be  the 
best  commentary  on  the  Constitution  ever  written. 
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*  See  Cooley :    Principles  of  Constitutional  Law,  p.  x6. 


CHAPTER  XI. 

the  constitution  goes  into  operation, 

Referkncss. 

fiancrofl,  fo/,  VI.  {Formation  of  the  Federal  ConUiluiion,  s): 
Hildieth,  Vol.  III.;  Pitkin.  Chap.  XX.;  McMaster,  Vol.  I.,  Chap. 
VI.;  Hart,  Chap.  VII.;  Piake.  Critual  Period  of  American  History. 

Annals  of  Congress,  Vol.  I.;  Benton,  Abridgment  of  the  De- 
bates of  Ccnzress,  Vol.  I;  Lanman,  History  of  Congress,  ijSg  to 
n93i  Chap.  I.;  U.  S.  Statutes  at  Large. 

2i8.  Second  Resolution  of  the  Convention, — This 
related  to  putting  the  Constitution  into  operation,  and  was 
in  these  words : 

"That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Convention,  that  as 
soon  as  the  Conventions  of  nine  States  shall  have  ratified 
this  Constitution,  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled 
should  fix  a  day  on  which  Electors  should  be  appointed  by 
the  States  which  shall  have  ratified  the  same,  and  a  day  on 
which  the  Electors  should  assemble  to  vote  for  the  Presi- 
dent, and  the  time  and  place  for  commenciog  proceedings 
under  this  Constitution.  That  after  such  publication,  the 
electors  should  be  appointed  and  the  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentatives elected.  That  the  Electors  should  meet  ou  the 
day  fixed  for  the  election  of  the  President,  and  should 
transmit  their  votes  certified,  signed,  sealed,  and  directed, 
as  the  Constitution  requires,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled  ;  that  the  Senators  and  Rep- 
resentatives should  convene  at  the  time  and  place  assigned  ; 
that  the  Senators  should  appoint  a  president  of  the  Senate 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  receiving,  opening,  and  counting 
the  votes  for  President,  and  that,  after  he  shall  be  chosen, 
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the  Congress,  together  with  the  President,  should,  without 
delay,  proceed  to  execute  this  Constitution." 

219.  Action  of  Congress. — On  July  2, 1788,  the  rati- 
fication of  New  Hampshire  was  received,  and  the  President 
called  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  fact  that  this  was 
the  ninth  ratification.  Whereupon  it  was  ordered  :  "  That 
the  ratifications  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
transmitted  to  Congress,  be  referred  to  a  committee  to  ex- 
amine the  same,  and  report  an  act  to  Congress  for  putting 
the  said  Coustitutiou  into  operation,  in  pursuance  of  the 
resolutions  of  the  late  Federal  Convention."  On  the  14th 
of  the  same  month  the  committee  reported,  and  September 
13th,  Congress  adopted  the  following  resolution  : 

"That  the  first  Wednesday  in  January  next  be  the  day 
for  appointing  electors  in  the  several  States,  which,  before 
the  said  day,  shall  have  ratified  the  said  Constitution  ;  that 
the  first  Wednesday  in  February  next  be  the  day  for  the 
Electors  to  assemble  in  their  respective  States  and  vote  for 
a  President;  and  that  the  first  Wednesday  in  March  next 
be  the  time,  and  the  present  seat  of  Congress  the  place,  for 
commencing  the  proceedings  under  the  said  Constitution."  ' 

aao.  Appointment  of  Presidential  Electors. — The 
new  Constitution  said  each  State  should  appoint  the  num- 
ber of  Electors  to  which  it  was  entitled,  in  such  manner 
as  the  Legislature  thereof  might  direct.  Ten  States  pro- 
ceeded on  the  day  appointed,  January  7,  to  discharge  this 
duty.  New  York  made  no  appointments,  owing  to  a  dis- 
pute between  the  two  houses  of  the  Legislature  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  it  should  be  done ;  while  Rhode  Island 
and  North  Carolina  had  not  ratified  the  Constitution,  and 
so  had  no  part  in  the  first  Presidential  election. 

221.  First  Meeting  of  the  New  Congress, — Even 
after  the  ratification  of  the  Constitution  by  nine  States, 


rch,  .789,  1 


d  CooKrcBaes,  and  sine 


I    MkeD,aDd  it  was 


r 


115 


THB  AMERICAN  GOVERNMENT. 


many  people,  some  of  them  its  ardent  friends,  had  doubts 
whether  it  would  ever  go  into  operation.  They  were 
from  sure  that  there  was  enough  popular  interest  to  se- 
cure the  appointment  or  election  of  Klectors,  Representa- 
tives, and  Senators.  That  their  fears  were  not  without 
reason,  is  shown  by  the  circumstances  attending  the  or- 
ganization of  Congress.  Thirteen  members  of  the  Lower 
House,  representing  four  States,  reported  for  duty  March 
4  ;  adjournments  were  had  from  day  to  day  until  April  i, 
wheu  thirty  members,  or  a  quorum,  being  present,  an  or- 
ganization was  effected.  Eight  Senators  from  four  States 
attended  March  4.  The  Senate  also  adjourned  from  day  to 
day  until  April  6,  when,  twelve  members  being  present,  a 
temporary  organization  was  eEFected  by  the  election  of  John 
Langdon,  of  New  Hampshire,  President,  for  the  sole  pur- 
pose of  opening  and  counting  the  votes  for  President  of 
the  United  States.  The  same  day,  the  two  Houses  met  in 
the  Senate  Chamber  to  witness  the  counting  of  the  votes. 
It  was  found  that  Washington  had  been  elected  President 
and  John  Adams  Vice-President,  and  Mr.  Langdon  so  an- 
nounced. 

322.  Washington  Inaugurated. — Messengers  were 
at  once  sent  to  the  President  and  Vice-President  elect,  con- 
veying official  information  of  their  election.  On  April  21 
Mr.  Adams  appeared  In  the  Senate  Chamber,  took  the 
chair,  and  made  an  address  appropriate  to  the  occasion. 
The  30th  of  the  same  month  Washington  took  the  oath  of 
office  prescribed  by  the  Constitution,  delivering  an  inaugu- 
ral address,  and  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  great  office. 
Two  branches  of  the  Government,  the  Legislative  and  tbe 
Bxecutive,  were  now  in  motion  ;  the  third,  the  Judiciary, 
had  to  await  the  enacting  of  a  judiciary  law  and  the  ap- 
pointment of  judges. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

the  national  and  state  governments. 

References. 

The  principal  authorities  for  the  seeoud  part  of  this  work  are  here 
given  once  for  all.  They  are  practically  the  same  throughout,  and 
lo  rflpeat  them  at  the  head  of  every  chapter  would  be  both  weari- 
Bome  and  uunecessary.  Furthermore,  they  are  well-knoTCu  works, 
and  the  atudent  using  the  indexes  with  which  they  are  liberally 
fhruisbed,  will  have  little  difficulty  ia  finding  the  appropriate  pas- 
sages. Occasional  titles  will,  however,  he  given  as  heretofore,  and 
Milt  others  in  foot-notes. 

Contemporary  AuTHOkiTii;s. — Ellioi's  Debates,  I'ols.  I.-V. 
The  first  of  these  volnmes  coiitaius  The  Journal  of  the  Federal  Cim- 
vention,  and  the  second  one  Mr.  Madison's  Diary  of  the  Debates. 
Vols.  II.-IV.,  which  report  the  Debates  of  the  State  Conventions,  may 
also  be  consulted  with  advantage.  Madison's  Diary  is  also  found 
in  The  Madison  Papers,  Vol.  III.  However,  the  great  contemporary 
trjiiosition  of  the  Constitution  is  The  Federalist. 

II.  Text- Writers  on  Constittjtionai.  Law.— Story,  CoMimen- 
taries  on  the  Constilulion  of  ike  U.  S. ;  Kent,  Commentaries  on 
American  Law,  fhrt  I!.;  Pomer  ly,  Introduction  to  the  Constitu- 
(ional  Law  of  the  U.  S.;  Hare,  AKteHcan  Constitutional  Law;  Mil- 
ler, Lectures  on  the  Constitution  of  the  U.  S.;  Von  Hoist,  The 
CoHsiitution  of  the  U.  S.  of  America;  Cooley,  Constitutional  Limi- 
tations, and  Principles  of  Comtiiutional  Law.  The  first  of  the  two 
irorkH  by  Judge  Cooley  is  practically  a  treatise  on  the  Constitutional 
("7) 
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III.  The  United  States  Supreme  Court  Reports.— These 
are  found  in  153  Vols.,  and  are  referred  to  in  every  case  save  the  last 
Eeriesbythenameof  the  Reporter;  /?al/a-f  4  vols.,  Cranch  g,  Wkealoit 
la,  Peters  16,  Howard  34,  Black  a,  Wallace  23,  U.  S.,  63.  Whenever 
a  decision  of  the  Court  is  referred  to  in  this  work,  the  appropriate 
citation  is  made. 

IV.  History. — Von  Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Political  History 
oj  the  United  States  <a  series  of  lo  volumes  covering  the  period  1750- 
1861);  'OW^^'Ox,  History  of  the  U.S.,  Vols.  I  V.-VI.,  {coming,  down 
only  to  i33o);  Ijandon,  Constitutional  History  and  Government  of  the 
U.  S.;  Schouler,  History  of  tlie  U.  S.;  McMaster,  History  of  the 
People  of  the  U.  S.;  Pitkin,  PoHlieal  and  Civil  History  of  the  U.  S. , 
Chaps.  XX.-XXV.;  Bancroft's  and  Curtis's  Histories  of  the  Consti- 
tution; volumes  of  The  American  Statesman  Series.  The  teacher 
will  find  Johnston's  United  States,  VI.-XT.,  h\&  History  of  American 
P}litia,  and  his  historical  articles  in  Lalor's  Cyclopedia  very  help- 
ful. Bryce's  The  American  Commonwealth  is  second  in  valne  to 
no  work  that  has  been  written  on  the  American  Government. 

V.  MiscKLLANHODS.— f.  5.  Statutes  at  Large;  Congressional 
Debates,  Annals  of  Congress  and  Congressional  Record  inclusive, 
1789-1895  ;  Desty,  The  Constitution  of  the  U.  S.  with  notes,  and 
Manual  of  Practice  in  the  Courts  of  the   U.  S.  with  notes  on  De- 


How  the  American  Government  was  made,  has  been 
described  at  sufficient  length  in  Part  I.  This  description 
has  also  made  it  plain  that  the  United  States  are  a  Fed- 
eral state,  or  Bundesstaat,  aud  their  government  a  Federal 
government.  Light  has  also  been  thrown  upon  the  Na- 
tional and  State  sides  of  the  dual  system  and  their  rela- 
tions. It  now  becomes  our  duty  formally  to  describe  the 
two  governments  that  together  constitute  the  one  Ameri- 
can Government.  Shall  we  begin  with  the  Nation  or  with 
the  States  ?  The  answer  to  this  question  will  not  be  doubt- 
ful when  we  have  considered  the  two  jurisdictions  under  a 
single  aspect. 

223.  Priority  of  the  States.— Federal  states  have 
commonly  been  formed  by  uniting  plural  states  previously 
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existing,  not  by  dividing  unitary  states.  Such  was  the 
history  of  the  American  state.     The  Colonies  as  political 

societies  came  before  the  United  States  as  a  political  society. 
Their  governments,  dating  from  the  origin  of  the  English 
plantations,  were  some  of  them  a  century  and  a  half  old 
when  the  National  Government  came  into  existence. 
These  facts,  which  have  sometimes  confused  the  work  of 
political  theorists,  are  never  to  be  forgotten.  (See  Chaps. 
I.-IV.) 

224.  First  Division  of  Powers. — Previous  to  the 
Revolution,  the  totality  of  governmental  powers  was  pos- 
sessed by  the  Colonies  and  the  Home  government,  sover- 
eignty residing  in  the  latter.  The  separation  of  the  Colonies 
from  the  Mother  Country,  which  practically  took  place  in 
1775,  involved  the  withdrawal  of  all  such  powers  from,  or 
their  denial,  to  her.  At  the  same  time  that  this  withdrawal 
or  denial  was  made,  the  totality  of  powers  was  divided,  by 
general  agreement,  however,  rather  than  by  formal  con- 
vention between  the  Colonies,  which  now  became  States, 
and  the  Union.  In  other  words,  the  General  Congress 
of  the  States,  acting  in  the  name  of  the  one  people,  as- 
sumed the  exercise  of  certain  powers  that  were  at  the  time 
deemed  essential  for  the  common  defense,  and  this  assump- 
tion was  ratified  by  the  acquiescence  of  the  States  and  by 
the  American  people.  For  some  years  this  distribution 
rested  upon  a  purely  prescriptive  basis,  but  in  1781  it  was 
incorporated,  with  little  change,  in  the  Articles  of  Confed- 
eration.    (See  Chaps.  IV. -VI.) 

225.  Second  Division  of  Powers. — The  first  distri- 
bution proving  unsatisfactory,  a  second  one  was  made  in 
1787-89.  This  was  effected  by  the  framing  and  ratifica- 
tion of  the  Constitution,  and  still  stands,  so  far  as  a  written 
constitution  can  be  said  to  "  stand,"  save  as  modified  by 
the  fifteen  Amendments.  These  Amendments,  it  may  be 
observed,  sometimes  extend  the  original  grant  of  powers, 

[as  Xm.,  XIV.,  XV.;  sometimes  more  closely   limit  or 
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de&ne  that  grant,  as  I, -XI.,  and  sometimes  merely  change 
Ibe  mode  in  which  an  old  power  is  exerdsed,  as  XII. 

226.  Inherent  and  Delegated  Powers. —  The  cir- 
cnmstances  under  which  the  Union  originated  necessarily 
involved  one  distinction  between  the  Xation  and  the  State 
that  must  not  be  overlooked.  The  powers  exercised  by 
the  State  government  are  never  called  grants  or  delegations 
of  power,  while  those  exercised  by  the  Xation  are  so 
styled.  The  States  are  therefore  said  to  possess  original  or 
inherent  powers,  the  Nation  granted  or  delegated  powers. 
This  distinction  dates  from  the  formation  of  the  Union. 
The  Articles  of  Confederation  reserved  to  the  Stales  all 
rights  and  powers  that  were  not  "  expressly  delegated  "  to 
the  United  States.  The  powers  of  the  States  may  also  be 
called  residuary  powers. 

227.  The  Constitution  a  Grant  of  Powers. — ^The 
Constitution,  which  made  so  many  other  changes,  did  not 
touch  the  fundamental  distinction  that  has  been  explained. 
History  shows  that  the  Convention  of  17S7  intended  to 
proceed  on  the  theory  of  delegated  powers  ;  the  Constitu- 
tion assumes  it  throughout,  while  Amendments  IX.  and  X. 
declare  it  in  express  words,  as  follows  ; 

'  The  enumeration,  in  the  Constitution,  of  certain  rights 
shall  not  be  construed  to  deny  or  disparage  others  retained 
by  the  people." 

' '  The  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States  by  the 
Cunstitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved 
to  the  States  respectively,  or  to  the  people," 

2a8.  Phraseology  of  National  and  State  Constitu- 
tions.— To  an  extent  the  National  and  State  Constitutions 
are  written  ill  different  political  vocabularies.  The  first 
spealcs  the  language  of  delegated  powers ;  the  second 
speaks  the  language  of  inherent  powers.  Such  provisions 
as  those  quoted  above  are  peculiar  to  the  National  instru- 
ment. Section  8,  Article  I.,  of  the  Constitution  comprises 
an  enumeration  of  the  general  powers  of  Congress  ;  but  no 
State  constitution  contains  a  similar  enumeration.     Still, 
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it  must  not  be  supposed  that  the  powers  of  the  National 
Government  are  all  expressly  delegated. 

229.  Implied  Powers. — Expressed  powers  are  dele- 
gated in  terms  ;  implied  powers  by  inference  and  necessity. 
It  would  be  absurd  to  speak  of  the  "implied"  powers  of 
the  State,  for  implication  always  goes  with  delegation. 
The  first  seventeen  clauses  of  Section  S,  referred  to  above, 
convey  express  grants  of  power,  while  the  last  clause,  by 
authorizing  Congress  to  make  all  laws  that  shall  be  neces- 
sary for  carrying  into  effect  the  foregoing  powers,  and  all 
others  vested  by  the  Constitution  in  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  or  any  department  thereof,  plainly  recog- 
nizes implied  powers.  But  such  powers  would  still  exist 
even  if  this  clause  were  not  in  the  Constitution,  for  they 
are  essential  to  the  existence  of  the  Government. 

C-J.  Marshall  argued  iii  one  of  his  greatest  opinions:  "We 
admit,  aa  all  must  admit,  that  the  powers  of  the  Government  are 
limited,  and  that  its  limits  are  not  to  be  trausceudEd  ;  hut  we  Ihiulc 
the  sound  construction  of  tlie  Constitution  must  allow  to  the  National 
Legislature  that  diacretiou  with  respect  to  the  nieaus  by  which  the 
powers  it  confers  are  to  be  carried  into  execution,  which  will  enable 
that  body  to  perform  the  high  duties  assigued  to  it  in  the  uiauner 
most  beneficial  to  the  people.  Let  the  end  be  legitimate  ;  let  it  be 
within  the  scope  of  the  Constitution,  and  all  means  which  are  ap- 
propriate, which  are  plainly  adapted  to  that  eud,  which  are  not  pro- 
hibited, hat  consist  with  the  letter  and  spirit  of  ttie  Constitution, 
arecoastitutional."  ' 

230.  Powers  Delegated,  Prohibited,  Reserved. — 
Viewing  the  totality  of  political  powers  from  the  stand- 
point of  the  Constitution,  we  see  them  falling  into  the  fol- 
lowing groups  :  (i.)  Powers  that  are  delegated  to  the  Union. 
(3.)  Powers  that  are  prohibited  to  the  Union,  (3.)  Powers 
that  are  prohibited  to  the  States,  (4.)  Powers  that  are 
reserved  to  the  States  or  to  the  people.  This  residue  of 
powers,  their  original  possessors,  the  States  or  the  people, 
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deal  with  as  they  see  fit  when  they  frame  their  constitu- 
tions. ' 

231.  Concurrent  Powers. ^The  division  of  powers 
accomplished  in  1789  by  the  ratification  of  the  Constitution 
left  a  large  tract  of  political  territory,  so  to  speak,  open  to 
both  the  Union  aud  the  States,  Accordingly,  the  two 
jurisdictions  overlap.  In  fact,  they  always  overlap  unless 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Nation  excludes  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  State.  For  example,  Mr.  Justice  Story  says  a  reason- 
able interpretation  of  the  Constitution  necessarily  leads  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  powers  granted  to  Congress  are 
never  exclusive  of  similar  powers  existing  in  the  States, 
unless  (i)  "  The  Constitutiou  has  express!  J',  in  terms,  given 
an  exclusive  power  to  Congress;"  or  (2)  " The  exercise  of 
a  like  power  is  prohibited  to  the  States  ;  "  or  (3)  "There 
is  a  direct  repugnancy  or  iucompatibility  in  the  exercise  of 
it  by  the  Stales.'"  Taxation  well  illustrates  this  concur- 
rent jurisdiction.  The  Constitution  gives  Congress  the 
most  ample  revenue  powers,  hut  it  denies  to  the  States  only 
the  laying  of  customs- duties  and  duties  on  tonnage.  Con- 
gress is  empowered  to  levy  internal  taxes,  and  the  States 
are  not  forbidden  to  do  so.      The  whole    field  of  internal 
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taxation  is  open  to  the  States,  as  well  as  to  the  Union. 
Generally,  however,  the  States  avoid  taxes  that  would  over- 
lap those  already  imposed  by  Congress,  lest  property  and 
industry  be  unduly  burdened.  In  some  cases  the  States 
have  exercised  powers  until  the  Nation  has  seen  fit  to  as- 
sume them,  as  in  bankruptcy  and  authorizing  paper-money. 

232.  Constitutional  Presumptions. —  The  student 
must  approach  the  Union  and  the  States  in  quite  different 
ways.  The  presumption  changes  as  we  pass  from  the  one 
to  the  other.  Judge  Cooley  states  the  difference  in  these 
words : 

"  To  ascertain  whether  any  power  assumed  by  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  is  rightfully  assumed,  the 
Constitution  is  to  be  examined  in  order  to  see  whether  ex- 
pressly or  by  fair  implication  the  power  has  been  granted." 

"  To  ascertain  whether  a  State  rightly  exercises  a  power, 
we  have  only  to  see  whether,  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  it  is  conceded  to  the  Union,  or  by  that  Con- 
stitution or  that  of  the  States  prohibited  to  be  exercised  at 
all."  ' 

233.  Method  of  Study. —  It  is  therefore  clear  that 
when  the  American  people  finally  divided  the  powers  of 
sovereignty,  they  made  the  States  what  may  be  called  their 
residuary  legatees.  They  delegated  the  most  imposing 
powers — those  that  constitute  sovereignty  in  the  eye  of  In- 
ternational Law — to  the  Union,  and  left  the  remainder, 
unless  denied  in  terms  or  by  implication,  to  their  former 
holders.  It  is  the  Nation,  therefore,  that  stands  out  with 
boldness  upon  the  political  background.  It  is  the  Nation 
that  arrests  the  attention  and  appeals  to  the  imagination. 
Accordingly,  when  a  student  has  made  himself  familiar 
with  so  much  of  our  system  as  exists  and  works  under  his 
own  eyes — which  belongs  mainly  to  the  State  sphere — he 
should  first  take  up  the  National  Government,  leaving  the 
States  for  later  study.     The  excepted  or  delegated  powers 
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naturally  precede  the  residuary  powers.  A  still  further 
reason  for  observing  this  order  is,  that  there  are  as  many 
State  constitutions  as  there  are  States,  agreeing  indeed  in 
their  most  prominent  features,  but  still  differing  in  import- 
ant details ;  while  the  study  of  the  National  Constitution,  if 
intelligently  carried  on,  will  not  fail  to  illuminate  them  all, 
thus  making  it  possible  to  dispose  of  them  together  within 
a  limited  compass  of  space. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 

THE  NATURE  OF  THE  CONSTITDTION. 
References. 
The  literature  of  the  present  subject  is  very  voluminous.  All  the 
text-writera  mentioued  ia  references  to  last  chapter  treat  it  directly 
and  the  historians  indirectly.  Clear  statements  of  the  different  views 
that  have  been  lield,  will  be  found  in  Professor  Alexander  Johnston's 
articles  in  Lalor's  Cyclopadia,  bearing  the  following  titles :  Con- 
gress, Cmitinenlal ;  Declaration  of  Independence ;  Nation;  Slate 
Sovereignty;  Kentucky  Resolutions;  Convention,  Hartford ;  Judi- 
ciary; Allegiance;  Nullijicalicm ;  Secession;  Reconstruction^  The 
extreme  State  Rights  view  is  slated  by  Calhoun,  Works,  Vol.  I., p.m. 
Vol.  If., pp.  igj,  262,  Vol.  III., p.  14c;  by  Jefferson  Davis,  Riseand 
Fall  of  the  Confederation  ;  and  by  A.  H.  Stevens,  The  War  Between 
the  States.  Madison's  view  ia  stated  by  himself  ia  The  Federalist , 
No.  8g,  and  in  the  N.  A,  Review,  October,  1830.  For  Webster's 
view,  see  Works,  Vol.  Ill,  pp.  2yo,  44R  ;  Chief  Justice  Marshall's, 
McCulloehv.  The  Stale  of  Maryland,  4  Wheaton  316;  Chief  Justice 
Chase's,  Te.-cas  v.  White,  7  Wallace  700. 

The  subject  of  the  present  chapter  has  been  a  source 
of  contention  almost  from  the  clay  that  our  present  govern- 
ment went  into  operation.  Tile  logic  of  history  f/oin  the 
establishment  of  the  English  Plantations  down  to  1787, 
imposed  upon  the  country  a  dual  form  of  government, 
irrespective  of  the  intrinsic  merits  of  such  a  system. 
This  was  universally  admitted  at  the  time.  "  No  political 
dreamer,"  says  C.-J.  Marshal),  "  was  ever  wild  enough 
to  think  of  breaking  down  the  line  which  separated  tlie 
States,  and  compounding  the  American  people  into  one 
mass."  The  question  before  the  Federal  Convention  was 
not  the  speculative  one  relating  to  the  merits  of  federal 
government,  but  rather  the  practical  one  of  adjustment, — 
committing  certain  powers  of  government  to  the  States  and 
others  to  the  Nation.  What  was  the  nature  of  the  ad- 
justment that  was  reached?     This  question  will   now  be 
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examined  in  its  general  features,  leaving  minor  ones  to 
considered  hereafter.     First,  we  shall  look  at  contemporary 
opinion. 

334.  View  of  the  National  Party. — The  principal 
questions  that  arose  in  connection  with  the  framing  and 
ratification  of  the  Constitution,  and  the  answers  that  were 
returned  to  them,  were  set  forth  in  Chapters  VIII.-X. 
The  general  issue  was  whether  a  National  system,  or  a 
Federal  state,  should  be  formed,  or  the  old  State  system,  or 
Confederation,  with  modifications,  should  he  continued. 
That  issue  was  decided  in  all  essential  points  in  favor  of 
the  first  plan.  The  plan  finally  adopted  embraced  a  gov- 
ernment of  three  departments,  a  bicameral  legislature 
clothed  with  ample  powers,  and  an  efficient  executive  and 
judiciary — in  a  word,  a  government  that  at  all  points 
where  the  National  will  was  involved,  was  wholly  independ- 
ent of  the  State  governments,  and  was  fnlly  equipped  to 
execute  that  will  directly  upon  the  people.  One  concession 
was  made  to  the  Carolinas  and  Georgia  in  relation  to  the 
slave  trade,  one  to  the  agricultural  States  in  regard  to  an 
export  duty,  and  one  to  the  small  States  of  an  equal  suf- 
frage in  the  Senate  ;  but  no  one  of  the  so-called  compro- 
mises touched  the  heart  of  the  great  question  at  issue. 
While  the  men  who  favored  a  National  system  were  obliged 
to  concede  some  points  that  they  would  rather  have  re- 
tained, they  still  felt  at  the  close  of  their  labors  that  they 
had,  in  material  features,  secured  what  they  desired.  Men 
like  Patterson  and  Dickinson,  who  had  originally  favored 
a  State  system,  understood  the  grand  result  in  the  same 
way.  This  was  also  the  understanding  of  the  men  who 
abandoned  the  Convention  before  it  adjourned,  and  those 
who  at  last  refused  to  sign  the  Coustitution. 

235.  View  of  the  State  Party. — This  is  the  name 
borne  by  the  men  who  opposed  the  Constitution.  They 
did  so  on  the  express  ground  that  a  National  system  had 
been  formed.  The  Constitution  spoke  in  the  name  of  the 
people,  the  Articles  of  Confederation  in  the  name  of  the 
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States;  and  the  State  men,  hoping  to  create  prejudice 
thereby,  caught  at  the  change  of  style  and  strove  to  make 
the  most  of  it.  Patrick  Henry  demanded  in  the  Virginia 
convention,  "Why  the  change  from  'we,  the  States,'  to  'we, 
the  people  '?  "  and  he  denounced  the  instrument  as  a  con- 
solidated National  government.  Some  of  those  who  op- 
posed the  Constitution  on  the  ground  that  it  provided  for  a 
National  system,  or  Federal  state,  a  few  years  later  united 
with  others  who  had  favored  it,  in  the  claim  that  it  was 
only  a  confederation,  and  in  forming  a  political  party  that 
was  based  on  that  idea.  Had  this  been  the  common  under- 
standing in  1787  and  1788,  those  who  favored  the  Consti- 
tution would  have  opposed,  and  those  who  opposed  it 
would  have  favored,  its  ratification. 

This  common  understaudiiig  is  fully  sustained  when  we 
come  to  examine  the  instrument  itself. 

236.  The  Preamble.— The  first  clause  of  the  Con- 
stitution is  commonly  called  the  preamble,  but  also  some- 
times its  enacting  clause.  A  proper  preamble  gives  reasons 
why  a  resolution  or  act  is  passed,  and,  since  it  does  not  re- 
solve, enact,  or  ordain  anything,  is  not  a  part  of  the  act 
itself.  An  enacting  clause,  on  the  other  hand,  gives  the 
act  all  its  force  and  effect.  If  the  following  declaration 
were  nothing  but  a  preamble,  it  could  be  cut  off  without  af- 
fecting the  Constitution  ;  but  as  it  is  that  could  not  be 
done  without  leaving  the  Constitution  a  headless  trunk. 
Nothing  would  then  be  ordained  or  established.  We  are 
therefore  to  regard  this  clause  as  an  integral  and  necessary 
part  of  the  instrument  itself.     It  is  in  these  words  : 

We,  the  People  of  the  United  States,  in  order  to  form  a  more  per- 
fect union,  establish  justice,  insure  domestic  tranquillity,  provide  for 
the  common  defense,  promote  the  general  welfare,  and  secure  tlie 
blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  posterity,  do  ordain  and 
establish  this  Constitution  for  the  United  States  of  America. 

337.  Elements  of  the  Preamble- — These  are  three 
in  number. 

I.  The  name  of  the  nation,  people,  or  sovereign  power 
that  acts  or  speaks :  We,  the  people  of  the  United  States. 
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2.  The  ends  or  objects  for  which  the  sovereign  power 
acts  or  speaks :  (i)  In  order  to  form  a  more  perfect  union 
(2)  to  establish  justice;  (3)  to  insure  domestic  tranquillity  ; 
(4)  to  provide  for  the  common  defense ;  (5)  to  promote  the 
general  welfare,  and  (6)  to  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to 
ourselves  and  our  posterity. 

3.  The  thing  done :  Do  ordain  and  establish  this  Con- 
stitution for  the  United  States  of  America. 

238,  Source  of  the  Constitution. — This  so-called 
preamble  is  decisive  as  to  the  sovereign  power  that  or- 
dained the  Constitution,  and  so  as  to  its  source.  In  the 
two  most  .solemn  crises  of  their  history,  the  American  peo- 
ple, by  their  repre-sentatives,  have  spoken  the  same  authori- 
tative language.  In  1776  they  said,  "We  do  solemnly 
publish  and  declare  that  these  United  Colonies  are,  and 
of  right  ought  to  be,  free  and  independent  States."  In 
1787  Ihey  said  :  "We,  ....  do  ordain  and  establish 
this  Constitution  for  the  United  States  of  America,"  The 
Declaration  of  Independence  and  the  Constitution  were 
National  acts  in  the  fullest  sense  of  that  term. 

It  is  no  valid  objection  to  this  view  that  Congress  and 
the  State  Legislatures  were  prominent.  In  ordaining  their 
Constitution,  or  in  performing  other  sovereign  acts,  a  peo- 
ple will  naturally  employ  such  agents  as  are  at  hand.  It 
was  the  Slates  that  immediately  called  the  Continental 
Congress,  and  appointed  the  delegates  that  comprised  it ; 
but  the  meu  who  signed  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
did  so  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  good  people 
of  the  States.  So  the  Congress  of  the  Confederation,  and 
the  State  Legislatures,  rendered  important  services  in  creat- 
ing; and  establishing  the  Constitution  ;  but  the  thirty-nine 
signer.-)  stood  in  the  same  relation  to  the  Constitution  that 
the  fifty-five  signers  stood  to  the  Declaration,  Still  more, 
the  calling  of  the  Convention  by  the  State  Legislatures, 
and  the  framing  of  the  Constitution  by  the  Convention, 
were  only  preliminary  steps  to  the  grand  and  binding  act 
of  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  by  the  people  in  conven- 
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tions.  AsC.-J.  Marshall  has  said:  "From  these  conven- 
tions the  Constitution  derives  its  whole  authority.  The 
Goveniment  proceeds  directly  from  the  people :  is  ordained 
and  established  in  the  name  of  the  people,  ...  It  required 
not  the  affirmance  of,  aud  could  not  be  negotiated  by,  the 
Stale  Governments."  Article  V.  provides  that  amendments 
to  the  Constitution  may  be  made  ;  Congress  and  the  Legis- 
latures do  the  formal  work  in  making  them  ;  but  the  amend- 
ments are,  nevertheless,  made  by  the  people,  the  same  as 
the  original  instrument. 

The  facts  then  are  these  :  The  nation,  or  the  people, 
are  sovereign ;  but  they  have  committed  some  powers  to 
one  jurisdiction  and  some  to  another.  Each  of  these  juris- 
dictions is  supreme  in  its  own  sphere.  Or,  as  C.-J. 
Marshall  states  the  case  :  "In  America  the  powers  of  sov- 
ereignty are  divided  between  the  Government  of  the  Union 
and  those  of  the  States.  They  are  each  sovereign  with 
respect  to  the  objects  committed  to  it,  and  neither  sover- 
eign with  respect  to  the  objects  committed  to  the  other."  * 

stateamen  of  1787- 

Natlotial  Hystcm," 
I  "confcderatbu." 
used  these  ezprei- 
e  Home  what  elusive 
govern  me  at,  and  much 


339.    Inftuence  of  Words  and  Theories. - 

89  made  free  use  of  sucli  words  aud  phrases 
'State  plan,"  "consolidated  goveraiueut,' 
We  must  not  suppose,  tiowever,  lliat  these 
sions  iu  Gieil  and  absolute  seusea.  Such  ter 
and  variable  even  iu  scieutific  treatises  ou 

more  so  io  practical  political  discussions.  Statesmen  are  not  alwayi 
free  from  usiug  language  that  they  think,  by  its  meaning  and  asaocla- 
tions,  will  win  tbcm  favor  or  cast  odium  upon  their  oppon en ti.  Hence 
we  mast  not  approach  the  discussions  of  the  Constitutional  eporh 
with  heads  full  of  abstract  theories  aud  dictionary  defiiiilionB,  To 
do  BO,  is  to  read  into  those  discti»sious  the  controversies  of  a  later 
day.  We  must  go  at  once  to  the  facta — listen  to  the  debates,  aud  read 
the  Constitution— if  nc  would  not  be  misled.  As  a  matter  of  courae, 
such  terms  as  "National  plan"  and  "  State  plan"  always  implied 
more  or  less  difference  of  opinion,  and  often  a  wide  ilifTerence  of 
opinion ;  hut  because  William  Patterson  favored  the  State  plan  It 
it  follow  that  he  wished  the  Union  to  continue  weak  and  help- 
e  does  it  follow  that  such  a  statuch  Natlonallit  u 
□  desired  to  emasculate  the  States, 


THE  AMERICAN  GOVERNMENT. 


j|{^,  tfae  words  "sovereignty"  and  "sovereign  states"  are  of 
rreqtieiit  occmrence  in  the  period  1775-17S9.  The  ex-idence  shows 
conclnsively  that  Ibi^  tangnage  was  loosely  used.  It  is  impossible  to 
sappofte  that  the  men  who  put  anch  language  ia  the  Articles  of  Con- 
federation meant  to  declare  that  Rhode  Island  or  Delaware  was  a 
sovereign  in  the  sense  that  France  or  Great  Britain  was  a  sovereign. 
They  did  not  mean  thus  to  flatter  the  States,  or  to  degrade  the  Union. 
There  is  good  reason  to  think  that  when  the  wiser  statesmen  of  that 
period  used  such  language  Ihey  were  looking  rather  to  the  old  rela- 
tions of  the  States  to  England  than  to  their  new  relations  to  the  na- 
tions of  the  earth  and  to  the  American  Union.  No  little  mischief  has 
resulted  from  the  frequent  habit  of  reading  the  history  of  the  Revo- 
lution, and  construing  the  Constitution,  in  the  light  of  abstract  defini- 
tions and  speculative  theories. 

240.  Constitutions  a  Growth.-— Useful  constitutions,  even  when 
they  are  put  in  a  written  form,  are  always  in  great  part  a  growth. 
Wholly,  or  largely,  the  elements  that  compose  them  are  the  product 
of  progressive  history.  But,  more  than  this,  constitutions  continue 
to  grow  even  after  they  are  formed.  They  cannot  be  written  in  the 
unyielding  language  of  the  fixed  sciences.  Society  changes,  and 
constitutions  must  change  with  it,  or  they  wUl  be  cast  aside.  Even 
ameudments,  if  frequently  made,  will  not  maintain  a  positive  adjust- 
ment between  the  two  factors  :  Society,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
written  fundamental  law,  on  the  other.  The  constitution  that  works 
is  never  just  the  same  as  the  constitution  that  is  printed  in  the  statute 
book.  This  growth,  which  consists  in  the  adaptation  of  old  forms  to 
new  conditions,  is  affected,  amendments  apart,  through  the  process  of 
constitutional  interpretation,  whereby  its  provisions  are  applied  to 
the  facts  of  social  life.  Hence  it  was  impossible  to  tell  in  1787  just 
what  the  new  government  would  be.  No  two  of  the  men  who  had 
assisted  in  framing  the  Constitution  would  have  agreed  throughout 
in  explaining  it ;  while  no  man  would  have  ventured  to  predict, 
in  any  detailed  way,  how  Congress,  the  President,  and  the  Courts 
would  construe  its  provisions.  The  general  character  of  the 
Government  was  indeed  determined,  so  long  as  the  Constitution 
should  remain  in  force  and  uuchanged ;  still  there  was  abundant 
room  for  the  Nation,  aa  its  growth  should  take  this  or  that  direc- 
tion, speaking  througu  che  organs  which  it  had  created,  to  give  its 
terms  very  different  practical  interpretations  on  many  subjects.  For 
example,  the  phrase  in  the  Preamble,  "  to  promote  the  general  wel- 
fare," and  the  last  of  the  general  powers  of  Congress,  "  to  make  all 
Ibwb  which  shall  be  necessary,"  etc.,  opened  a  wide  door  for  practical 
GjHlltitutlonal  development.     All  this  a  centtuy  of  history  has  fully 
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Stevens,  Sources  of  the  CotKtitutio»  of  the  U.  S.;  Johnston,  A  Cen- 
tury of  the  Constitution  {New  Princeton  Review,  Sept.,  1S87);  Sir  H. 
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The  sources  of  the  National  Constitution  have  only  re- 
cently become  the  subject  of  historical  discussion.  They 
will  be  briefly  treated  in  the  present  chapter. 

241.  Fiat  Theory  of  the  Constitution. — Chapters 
VI. -X.  of  this  work  show  that,  as  one  has  said,  "The 
Constitution  was  extorted  from  the  grinding  necessity  of  a 
reluctant  people."  When  it  came  to  ratification,  the 
change  of  3  votes  out  of  60  in  New  York,  of  5  out  of  1 68 
in  Virginia,  and  10  out  of  355  in  Massachusetts,  on  the 
decisive  ballots,  would  have  sufficed  to  defeat  that  end. 
For  reasons  that  are  here  immaterial,  the  spirit  of  opposi- 
tion fully  died  out  in  three  or  four  years,  and  a  feeling  of 
admiration  quite  as  strong  took  its  place.  "  The  worship  of 
the  Constitution,"  and  "the  Constitution  a  national  fetish," 
are  among  the  strong  phrases  that  Dr.  Von  Hoist  uses  to  ex- 
press the  feeling  that  the  instrument  has  commonly  inspired 
in  the  hearts  of  Americans.  Often  its  formation  has  been 
described  as  a  creative  act,  inspired  by  more  than  human 
vision.  This  view  is  something  very  like  the  one  that  Mr. 
I  Gladstone  is  understood  to  have  expressed  in  his  famous 
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characterization.  "As  the  British  Constitution  is  the  most 
subtle  organism  which  has  proceeded  from  progressive  his- 
tory," he  says,  "so  the  Americaa  Constitution  is  the  most 
wonderful  work  ever  struck  off  at  a  given  time  by  the  brain 
and  purpose  of  man." 

842.  The  Organic  Theory. — The  making  of  the 
American  Government,  as  its  history  has  been  traced  in 
Part  I.  of  this  work,  suggests  a  very  different  theory.  This 
history  points,  not  only  to  a  long  course  of  political  evolution 
that  took  place  partly  in  Germany,  partly  in  Kngland,  and 
partly  in  America,  and  that  elaborated  the  materials  or  ele- 
ments out  of  which  the  Constitution  was  formed,  but  it  also 
reveals  the  real  nature  of  the  work  that  was  done  in  Phila- 
delphia in  1787.  The  Federal  Convention  did  not  invent 
new  political  ideas,  or  create  new  governmental  institutions; 
what  it  did  was  to  select,  combine,  and  adjust  old  ideas  and 
institutions  in  a  manner  that,  in  the  opinion  of  a  majority 
of  its  members  would  constitute  a  working  government  for 
the  American  people.  In  respect  to  elements,  therefore,  the 
American  Constitution  as  ranch  proceeded  from  progressive 
history  as  the  British  Constitution  ;  and  it  is  only  in  respect 
to  this  work  of  selection,  combination,  and  adaptation  that  it 
can  be  said  that  it  was  struckoff  at  agiventimeby  the  brain 
and  purpose  of  man.  And  this,  it  is  not  improbable,  is  what 
Mr.  Gladstone  really  intended  to  say.  Still,  in  this  second 
particular,  there  is  a  marked  difference  between  the  two 
constitutions ;  the  parts  of  the  one  slowly  grew  together 
like  a  living  organism,  while  the  parts  of  the  other,  in  a 
measure,  were  put  together  at  a  given  time  like  the  parts  of 
a  building.  No  transaction  like  that  at  Philadelphia  finds 
a  place  in  British  constitutional  history. 

243. .  Relations  of  the  two  Constitutions. — In  a 
large  sense,  the  new  Constitution  that  was  made  was  a 
copy  of  the  old  one  that  had  grown.  The  Colonists  had 
not  revolted  against  the  British  constitution,  but  only 
against  the  way  in  which,  as  affected  themselves,  the  King 
and   Parliament    made    that  constitution  work.     On   the 
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Other  hand,  they  were  as  deeply  attached  to  that  con- 
stitution as  it  is  possible  for  men  to  be  attached  to  the  insti- 
tutions of  their  fathers.  •  Not  only  is  our  Constitution 
"colored  throughout  -bir-political  ideas  of  British  origin," 
as  Sir  H.  S.  Maine  says,  but  it  is  in  reality.jas  he  also  says,/ 
"  a  version  of  the  British  constitution  "  as  it  existed  in  the 
latter  half  of  the  eighteenth  century.'/  Fortunately,  this 
fact  cau  be  made  to  appear  at  the  same  lime  that  some  car- 
dinal features  of  the  American  Government  are  explained. 

244.  Powers  of  Government.— Generally  speaking, 
these  are  three  in  number ;  they  are  the  power  that  enacts 
or  makes,  the  power  that  enforces  or  executes,  and  the 
power  that  construes  or  interprets  the  law.  Manifestly, 
good  government  is  impossible  when  any  one  of  these 
powers  is  wanting.  The  law  must  be  declared,  must  be 
enforced,  and  must  be  adapted  to  the  changing  fr.cts  and 
circumstances  that  originate  in  human  society.  These 
powers  are  called  the  Legislative,  the  Executive,  and  the 
Judicial  powers.  While  they  are  alike  necessary,  and  in  a 
sense  coequal,  experience  shows,  what  philosophy  also  sug- 
gests, J  that  the  law-making  power  is  the  greatest  of  the 
three,  and  that  in  free  countries  it  tends  to  encroach  upon 
the  other  two. 

245.  'Departments  of  Government, —Sometimes  the 
three  powers  of  government  are  all  concentrated  directly 
in  the  hands  of  one  man  or  of  one  set  of  men.  The  result 
of  such  a  state  of  things  Mr.  Madison  has  thus  described  : 
"  The  accumulation  of  all  powers.  Legislative,  Executive, 
and  Judiciary,  in  the  same  hands,  whether  of  one,  a  few,  or 
many,  whether  hereditary,  self-appointed,  or  elected,  may 
justly  be  pronounced  the  very  definition  of  tyranny.'" 
Hence  as  societies  have  advanced,  causing  improvements 
in  government,  there  has  also  been  a  pronounced  tendency 
to  separate  the  three  powers,  intrusting  them  more  or  less 

.  completely  to  different  men  or  agents.     In  no  country  had 
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the  distinction  of  the  three  powers  been  more  clearly  seen, 
I  and  in  no  government  had  they  been  more  fully  separated,] 
than  in  the  England  and  the  English  government  of  1775- 
1789,  Three  departments  of  government,  more  or  less 
separate  and  distinct,  bearing  the  names  of  Parliament, 
Crown,  and  Courts  of  Law,  antedated  the  settlements  of 
Jamestown  and  Plymouth. ,  The  members  of  the  Federal 
Convention  were  fully  instructed  in  these  important  facts. 
"Without  looking  farther  for  reasons^  we  see  that  it  was  per- 
fectly natural  that  they  should  adopt  the  following  as  the 
first  of  their  resolutions  :  ' '  That  a  National  government 
ought  to  be  established  consisting  of  a  supreme  Legislative, 
Executive,  and  J'ldiciarj-."  Accordingly,  such  departments 
were  duly  constituted.  In  the  eye  of  political  science,  the 
Congress,  Presidency,  and  Judiciary  of  our  Constitution 
answer  to  the  Parliament,  the  Crown,  and  the  Law  Courts 
of  England.  These,  however,  are  only  the  larger  features 
that  were  borrowed. 

246.  Relations  of  the  Three  Departments. — These 
departmeuts  are  commonly  described  as  separate,  independ- 
ent, and  co-ordinate.  This  is  true  in  the  sense  that  they 
are  all  created  by  the  Constitution,  and  that  no  one  of 
them,  without  an  act  of  usurpation),  can  be  destroyed  by 
either  or  both  of  the  others.  But'  practically  the  three 
powers  are  not  separate  and  independent.  The  Executive 
has  a  part  in  making  laws  ;  Congress  declares  war,  which 
is  an  executive  act ;  the  Senate  acts  with  the  President  in 
making  treaties  and  appointing  officers,  and  is  also  a  court 
for  trying  impeachment  cases;  while  many  provisions  of 
law  are  enforced  by  the  courts.'C  Moreover,  Congress  con- 
stantly has  to  do  with  administration,  particularly  through 
the  committees  of  the  Houses. 

247.  Influence  of  the  State  Constitutions. — There 
was  still  another  reason  why  the  Convention  created  the 
three  departments  and  organized  the  powers  of  government 
as  it  did.  In  Chapter  II.  it  was  shown  that  the  Colonies, 
sovereignty  aside,  were  miniature  Englands ;  or,  in  other 
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words,  that  their  institutions  were  produced  through  the 
transplantation  and  development  of  English  institutions, 
and  not  by  formal  creation.  It  was  also  shown  in  Chap- 
ter IV.  that  the  State  governments,  reorganized  save  in 
two  cases,  were  the  old  Colonial  governments  somewhat 
changed  and  adapted  to  the  new  order  of  things.  These 
governments,  which  had  been  fully  tested  in  their  essen- 
tial features,  were  also  before  the  statesmen  of  1787,  and 
materially  influenced  their  discussions  and  conclusion!). 
In  the  most  direct  and  immediate  sense,  the  State  consti- 
tutions were  in  fact  the  models  that  were  followed  at  Phila- 
'^delphia. 

Prof.  Aleiauder  Johnston  has  worked  out  llie  resemblances  with 
much  care.  lu  all  the  States  the  three  powers  were  iutrusted  to 
three  co-ordinate  branches ;  with  two  exceptions,  they  had  bicameral 
legislatures ;  in  7,  tlie  upper  house  was  called  the  Senate,  in  4,  the 
lower  house,  the  House  of  Representatives ;  in  most  of  the  States 
the  two  houses  had  different  bases,  Connecticut,  for  example,  making 
the  towns  equal  in  one  house  while  choosing  the  other  from  the 
whole  people — which  suggested  Ihe  bases  of  the  National  House  oi 
Representatives  ami  Senate.  Tbe  President  stood  in  the  room  of  the 
familiar  governor,  who  was  called  president  in  at  least  4  of  the 
States.  As  a  rule  the  governors  were  commanders-in  chief  of  the 
State  forces,  had  the  pardoning  power,  and,  before  the  war,  exercised 
the  power  of  veto.  The  Vice-President  was  the  lieutenant-gover- 
nor reproduced.  The  independent  judiciary,  and  the  whole  judicial 
system  in  its  large  features,  was  immediately  suggested  by  the  States. 
These  are  a  few  of  the  many  interesting  analogies  that  this  writer 
has  traced  out.' 

NoTB.— The  csrefiil  readi 
tian,  and  of  "  Tbe  Fademlist 
rcBoitlng  to  State  cxpctlei 
t  that  HamiltoD,  Jay, 
carefuUy  for  biatorical  argi 
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ness  of  the  references  [he  finds  but  three]  is  at  first  sight  inexplicable."  After  a 
page  or  more  of  discussion,  the  distinguished  writer  finds  one  of  the  two  reasons 
for  the  omission.  "The  appeal  to  British  experience  would  only  have  provoked 
prejudice  and  repulsion."  The  other  reason  is  that  the  hardest  problems  that 
were  solved  at  Philadelphia  were  of  a  kind  that  did  not  admit  of  much  direct 
assistance  from  the  British  quarter.  For  example  the  question,  How  shall  the 
two  Houses  be  constituted  ?  was  more  trying  than  the  question  whether  there 
should  be  two,  and  what  they  should  be  called.  On  these  secondary  points,  the 
appeal  to  State  history  was  far  more  helpful  than  an  appeal  to  any  foreign  source 
could  possibly  be. 


CHAPTER  XV. 
THE  CONSTITOTION  IN  OUTLINE. 

Before  the  student  enters  upon  an  examination  of  the 
Constitution,  clause  by  clause,  he  should  form  a  compre- 
hensive view  of  it  as  a  whole.  In  such  a  case  the  proper 
course  of  procedure  is  analysis, — from  the  whole  to  the 
parts.  If  this  be  not  done,  the  study  is  more  than  likely 
to  be  fragmentary  and  incomplete.  Again  at  the  end,  when 
the  examination  of  the  parts  is  completed,  the  whole  Con- 
stitution should  be  reviewed,  and  again  be  treated  as  a 
whole.  To  promote  these  ends,  the  following  outline  is 
presented. 

248.  Parts  of  the  Constitution. — These  are  the  Pre- 
amble, the  seven  Articles,  and  the  fifteen  Amendments, 
Most  of  the  Articles,  including  the  last  three  Amendments, 
are  subdivided  into  sections,  and  a  majority  of  the  sec- 
tions are  again  subdivided  into  clauses.  In  the  original, 
the  clauses  are  not  numbered,  but  editors  have  added  the 
numbers  for  convenience  of  citation.  The  formal  divisions, 
larger  and  smaller,  are  based  on  the  corresponding  divis- 
ions of  the  subject-matter.  Tims,  Article  I.  relates  to  the 
Legislature ;  section  8  of  this  Article,  to  the  general  powers 
of  Congress  ;  clause  two  of  the  section,  to  the  power  to  bor- 
row money.     The  Preamble  need  not  be  further  con.sidered. 

349.  Article  1.,  10  Sections. —  This  Article  relates  to 
the  Legislative  Department  of  the  Governmeut  and  con- 
nected subjects. 

Section  i  vests  the  Legislative  power  in  a  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives. 

Section  2,  seven  clauses,  declares  the  composition  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  the  length  of  the  term,  the  qual- 
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ifications  of  electors  and  of  Representatives,  regulates  the 
apportionment  of  members  and  of  direct  taxes,  and  provides 
for  filling  vacancies  and  for  the  election  of  the  necessary 
officers.     The  House  has  the  sole  power  of  impeachment. 

Section  3,  six  clauses,  regulates  the  composition  of  the 
Senate,  fixes  the  term  of  Senators,  the  classes  into  which 
they  shall  be  divided,  and  their  qualifications,  declares  the 
Vice-President  the  President  of  the  body  and  empowers  it 
to  choose  other  officers,  including  a  President  pro  tempore. 
The  Senate  is  made  the  court  for  trying  impeacliment  cases, 
and  the  judgments  that  it  may  render  in  such  cases  are  de- 
fined. 

Section  4,  two  clauses,  deals  with  the  times,  places,  and 
manner  of  holding  elections  of  Senators  and  Representa- 
tives, and  provides  for  an  annual  session  of  Congress. 

Section  5,  four  clauses,  deals  with  the  independent 
powers  of  the  two  Houses;  it  makes  them  judges  of  the 
elections  of  their  members,  and  regulates  quorums,  ad- 
journments, rules,  and  records  of  proceeding. 

Section  6,  two  clauses,  provides  that  members  of  Con- 
gress shall  receive  a  compensation  from  the  National  treas- 
ury, clothes  them  with  special  privileges,  and  declares  their 
incapacity  to  hold  certain  offices. 

Section  7,  three  clauses,  commits  to  the  Lower  House 
the  origination  of  revenue  bills,  and  declares  the  procedure 
by  which  laws  shall  be  enacted,  including  the  definition  of 
the  President's  veto. 

Section  8,  eighteen  clauses,  is  a  statement  of  the  general 
powers  of  Congress. 

Section  9,  eight  clauses,  imposes  limitations  upon  Con- 
gressional power  :  the  slave  trade,  habeas  corpus,  bills  if  at- 
taiuer  and  expostfado  laws,  capitation  taxes,  export  duties, 
the  mode  of  drawing  money  from  the  treasury,  and  titles  of 
nobility  are  all  regulated. 

Section  10,  two  clauses,  imposes  certain  limitations  upon 
the  States.  Here  we  have  the  formal  denial  to  them  of 
some  of  the  most  imposing  powers  of  sovereignty,  as  the 
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power  to  enter  into  treaties  with  foreign  states  and  with  one 
another,  to  coin  money,  to  keep  troops  iu  time  of  peace,  and 
several  others. 

250.  Article  II.,  4  Sections. — This  Article  has  for  its 
subject-matter  the  Executive  Department  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Section  i,  seven  clauses,  vests  the  power  in  a  President 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  defines  his  term  of  office, 
as  also  that  of  the  Vice-President,  regulates  the  elections  of 
the  two  ofScers,  and  declares  their  qualifications.  It  also 
declares  in  what  cases  the  Vice-President  shall  succeed  to 
the  Presidency,  provides  for  the  President  a  salary,  which 
shall  not  be  increased  nor  diminished  during  his  term  of 
of&ce,  and  prescribes  his  inauguration  oath. 

Section  2,  three  clauses,  defines  the  President's  duties. 
He  shall  be  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  and  navy  of 
the  United  States,  may  require  the  written  opinion  of  the 
heads  of  the  executive  departments  of  the  Government  that 
may  be  constituted,  and  shall  possess  the  power  of  granting 
pardons  and  reprieves  save  in  case  of  impeachment.  He 
shall,  in  conjunction  with  the  Senate,  make  treaties,  shall 
nominate  and  appoint  certain  classes  of  officers,  and  shall 
fill  all  vacancies  in  such  offices  that  occur  in  the  recess  of 
the  Senate. 

Section  3  deals  with  the  same  subject.  The  President 
shall,  from  time  to  time,  give  Congress  information  of  the 
state  of  the  Union,  and  shall  recommend  such  measures  to 
their  attention  as  he  thinks  necessary  and  expedient  ;  he 
may  convene  them  on  extraordinary  occasions,  and  adjourn 
theii  when  they  cannot  agree  on  the  lime  of  adjournment ; 
he  shall  receive  ambassadors  and  other  public  ministers, 
shall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed,  and 
shall  commission  all  officers  of  the  United  States. 

Section  4  declares  that  the  President  and  Vice-President 
shall  be  removed  from  office  on  conviction  of  impeachment. 

251.  Article  III.,  3  Sections. — This  Article  deals 
with  the  Judicial  Department. 
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Section  I  vests  such  power  in  one  Supreme  Court,  *ad 
such  inferior  courts  as  Congress  shall  from  time  to  time 
create.  It  makes  the  tenure  of  the  judges  life,  or  good 
behavior,  aud  forbids  Congress  to  ditiiiiiisli  their  compensa- 
tion after  they  enter  upon  their  office. 

Section  2,  three  clauses,  declares  the  classes  of  cases 
to  which  the  judicial  power  shall  extend,  defines  the  juris- 
diction, original  and  appellate,  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and 
regulates  the  trial  of  all  crimes,  securing  the  right  of  trial 
by  jury,  and  defining  places  of  trial. 

Section  3,  two  clauses,  defines  the  crime  of  treason  and 
the  mode  of  its  proof,  and  intrusts  to  Congress  its  punish- 
ment, subject  to  a  single  regulation  in  respect  to  corrup- 
tion of  blood  and  forfeiture  of  estate. 

252.     Article  IV.,  4  Sections This  Article   relates 

to  various  subjects. 

Section  i  guarantees  the  faith  and  credit  of  the  public 
acts  of  any  State  in  all  the  other  States. 

Section  2,  three  clauses,  guarantees  the  rights  and  priv- 
ileges of  citizens  of  one  State  in  the  other  States,  and  de- 
clares that  fugitives  from  justice,  and  fugitives  from  service 
or  labor  (slaves  and  apprentices),  fleeing  from  one  State  into 
another,  shall  be  given  up. 

Section  3,  two  clauses,  provides  for  the  admission  of 
new  States  into  the  Union,  and  for  the  management  of  the 
National  territory  and  other  property. 

Section  4  says  the  United  States  shall  guarantee  to 
every  State  a  republican  form  of  government,  and  shall 
protect  them  agaiust  invasion  aud,  on  application,  against 
domestic  violence. 

353.     Article  V. — This  Article  deals  exclusively  with 
amendments  to  the  Constitution,  defining  the  manner  in 
which  they  shall  be  proposed  and  in  which  they  shall  be 
_     I  ratified. 

l„/^  254.  Article  VI.— This  Article  declares  (i )  the  invio- 
lability of  the  debts  and  engagements  of  the  United  States 
entered  into  before  the  Constitution  was  adopted  ;  (a)  the 
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supremacy  of  the  Constitution,  laws,  and  treaties  of  the 
United  States  over  all  citizens  and  States  ;  and  (3)  requires 
that  Senators  and  Representatives,  members  of  State  Legis- 
latures, and  all  executive  and  judicial  officers  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  the  States,  shall  be  bound  by  oath  or  affir- 
mation to  support  the  Constitution,  but  no  religious  test 
shall  be  made  a  qualificatiou  for  any  National  office  or 
trust, 

255.  Article  VII.— The  subject  of  this  Article  is  the 
ratification  of  the  Constitution. 

256.  Amendments  I.-X.— These  Amendments  were 
proposed  by  Congress  September  25,  1789,  and,  having 
received  the  requisite  ratifications,  were  proclaimed  to  be 
in  force,  December  15.  1791,  Together  they  constitute  a  bill 
of  rights.  They  are  intended  to  protect  the  citizen  against 
undue  interference  by  the  National  authority.  Thus,  they 
guarantee  freedom  of  worship,  of  speech,  of  the  press,  the 
right  of  petition,  the  right  to  bear  arms,  immunity  of  the 
citizen  against  the  army,  the  right  to  be  secure  in  person, 
home,  papers,  and  effects  against  unreasonable  searches  by 
public  officers,  and  other  personal  and  civil  rights.  Crim- 
inal trials  are  regulated,  jury  trial  in  civil  cases  guaranteed, 
excessive  bail  forbidden,  and  the  doctrine  of  delegated 
authority,  as  respects  the  Constitution,  affirmed, 

257.  Amendment  XI. — This  Amendment,  proposed 
March  5,  1794,  declared  in  force  January  8,  1798,  worked  a 
considerable  limitation  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  National 
courts.     Compare  the  Amendment  with  Article  III.,  Sec.  2. 

358.  Amendment  XII.— This  Amendment  was  pro- 
posed December  12,  iSoj,  and  declared  in  force  Septem- 
ber 25,  J804.  It  materially  changes  the  mode  of  electing 
the  President  and  Vice-President  after  the  electoral  col- 
leges have  been  appointed  by  the  States. 

259.  Amendment  XIII.,  2  Sections. — This  amend- 
ment abolished  slavery  in  the  United  States.  It  was  pro- 
posed January  31,  1865,  and  declared  in  force  December  18 
of  the  same  year. 
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a6o.  Amendment  XIV.,  5  Sections. — This  amend- 
ment, which  was  proposed  Juue  16,  1866,  and  which  look 
effect  July  28,  1868,  relates  to  the  reconstruction  of  the 
Union  following  the  Civil  War.  It  defines  citizenship, 
guarantees  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  against 
State  interference,  provides  a  mode  of  apportioning  Repre- 
sentatives in  certain  cases  (which  never  took  effect),  de- 
clares certain  persons  who  have  participated  in  rebellion 
against  the  United  States  ineligible  to  Congress,  to  the 
electoral  colleges,  and  to  any  office,  State  or  National, 
until  their  disabilities  shall  have  been  removed  by  Con- 
gress, affirms  the  validity  of  the  public  debt,  prohibits  the 
United  States  or  any  State  to  pay  debts  contracted  in  aid  of 
insurrection  or  rebellion  against  the  Union,  and  to  pay  for 
any  slaves  lost  or  emancipated  in  the  course  of  the  same. 

261.  Amendment  XV.,  2  Sections.— This  amend- 
ment had  the  practical  effect  to  confer  the  right  of  suffrage 
upon  all  citizens  of  the  Uuited  States,  so  far  as  previously 
existing  limitations  growing  out  of  race,  color,  or  previ- 
ous condition  of  servitude  were  concerned. 

262.  Objects  of  Review,  —A  careful  reading  of  the 
Constitution,  accompanied  by  such  a  grouping  of  provisions 
as  the  foregoing,  in  addition  to  preparing  the  student  for 
close  study  of  the  instrument  itself,  will  subserve  two  or 
three  other  purposes.  It  will  show  how  admirably  the  va- 
rious provisions  that  the  Federal  Convention  had  elaborated 
and  agreed  to,  were  worded  and  grouped  by  the  Committee 
of  Revision.  Furthermore,  it  will  admirably  illustrate  the 
nature  of  a  constitution  as  opposed  to  an  ordinary  law.  It 
will  give  force  to  the  words  of  C.-J.  Marshall: 

"A  constitution,  to  contain  an  accurate  detail  of  all  the 
subdivisions  of  which  its  great  powers  will  admit,  and  of  all 
the  means  by  which  they  may  be  carried  into  execution, 
would  partake  of  the  prolixity  of  a  legal  code,  and  could 
scarcely  be  embraced  by  the  human  mind.  It  would  prob- 
ably never  be  understood  by  the  public.  Its  nature,  there- 
fore, requires  that  only  its  great  outlines  should  be  marked, 
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its  important  objects  designated,  and  the  minor  ingredients 
which  compose  those  objects  be  deduced  from  the  nature 
of  the  objects  themselves.''* 

Note.  —  '•  History  knows  few  instruments  which  in  so  few  words  lay  down 
equally  momentous  rules  on  a  vast  range  of  matters  of  the  highest  importance 
and  complexity.  The  Convention  of  1787  were  well  advised  in  making  their  draft 
short,  because  it  was  essential  that  the  people  should  comprehend  it,  because 
fresh  differences  of  view  would  have  emerged  the  further  they  had  gone  into  de- 
tails, and  because  the  more  one  specifies,  the  more  one  has  to  specify  and  to  at- 
tempt the  impossible  task  of  providing  beforehand  for  all  contingencies.  These 
sage^  were  therefore  content  to  lay  down  a  few  general  rules  and  principles,  leav- 
ing some  details  to  be  filled  in  by  congressional  legislation,  and  foreseeing  that 
for  others  it  would  be  necessary  to  trust  to  interpretation." — Bryce,  Vol.  I.,  p.  372 
(1894). 


1  McCulloch  V.  the  State  of  Maryland,  4  Wheaton,  366. 
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Article  I. 

Section  i.  All  legislative  powers  herein  granted  shall  be  vested 
in  a  Congress  of  the  United  States,  which  shall  consist  of  a  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives. 

263. — Congress  Bicameral.^As  a  rule,  the  legisla- 
tures of  English-speaking  countries  have  consisted  of  two 
houses.  The  House  of  Commons,  as  a  distinct  house  of 
Parliament,  dates  from  1265.  With  few  exceptions,  the 
State  Legislatures  in  1787  consisted  of  two  houses.  In 
some  countries,  and  notably  in  France,  one  house,  or  the 
unicameral  system,  was  formerly  preferred.  The  great 
argument  for  two  houses  is,  that  one  will  check  and  bal- 
ance theother.  This  plan  tends  to  secure  a  more  thorough 
consideration  of  subjects  coming  before  the  legislature, 
and  so  to  prevent  hasty  and  ill-considered  legislation.' 

264.  Names  of  the  Legislature  and  the  Houses.— 
Naturally,  the  Federal  Convention  gave  to  the  new  Legis- 
lature the  name  that  the  old  ous  had  borne,  and  to  the  two 
Houses  names  by  which  corresponding  State  bodies  were 
known.  Congress,  Senate,  and  House  of  Representatives 
were  familiar  names.  It  is  both  common  and  convenient  to 
call  the  Houses  the  Upper  and  the  Lower  Houses,  but  this 
language  is  not  found  in  the  Constitution  or  laws,  and  is 
merely  popular. 

1  This  Is  well  illustrated  by  an  au<:cdote.  Soon 
17B9,  Ur,  JeOeraon,  who  was  much  InBuenced  by  ] 
iugton.  He  severely  attacked  the  two-house  plan 
IPushington  replied  that  he  adhered  to  the  eiper 
■'  You  yourself,"  he  said.  ■'  hare  prmed  the  e»ci 
moment."  "I."  said  Jeffer5on,  ''how  ia  that.  C 
Washington,  "turned  your  hot  teBfromlhecup  i 
Is  the  same  thing  we  desire  of  tbe  two  houses. 
I.ieber,  p.  (17,     And  yet  there  was  strong  objecli 


chid 

inedwith 

iJaah- 

and  raischi 

ol    h 

rr-t 

houses  thi 

epHed 

10 

he  SB 

cer, 

ogelit™ 

Dl.     H 

VESTING  THE  LEGISLATIVE  POWER. 


M5 


265.  True  Theory  of  Rcpresentation.^This  cannot 
be  better  stated  than  iu  Judge  Cooley's  words  : 

"  Representatives  are  chosen  in  States  and  districts  ;  but 
wlien  chosen  they  are  legislators  for  the  whole  country,  and 
are  bound  in  all  they  do  to  reg;ard  the  interest  of  the  whole. 
Their  own  immediate  constituents  have  no  more  right  than 
the  rest  of  the  Nation  to  address  them  through  the  press, 
to  appeal  to  them  by  petition,  or  to  have  their  local  interests 
considered  by  them  iu  legislation.  They  bring  with  them 
their  knowledge  of  local  wants,  sentiments,  and  opinions, 
and  may  enlighten  Congress  respecting  these,  and  thereby 
aid  all  the  members  to  act  wisely  in  matters  which  affect 
the  whole  countrj- ;  but  the  moral  obligation  to  consider 
the  interest  of  one  part  of  the  country  as  much  as  that  of 
another,  and  to  legislate  with  a  view  to  the  best  interests  of 
all,  is  obligatory  upon  every  member,  and  no  one  can  be 
relieved  from  this  obligation  by  instructions  from  any  source. 
Moreover,  the  special  fitness  to  legislate  for  all,  which  is 
acquired  by  the  association,  mutual  information,  and  com- 
parison of  views  of  a  legislative  body,  cannot  be  had  by  the 
constituency,  and  the  advantages  would  be  lost  to  legisla- 
tion if  the  right  of  instruction  were  recognized." ' 

366.  The  Right  of  Instructiori. — The  traditioual  theory  of  the 
House  of  Coinmons  is,  that  every  member,  although  elected  by  a 
particular  constituency,  serves  for  the  whole  realm  and  not  merely 
for  the  people  that  elected  him.  Blackstoue  says  ;  "  Therefore  be  is 
not  bouud  like  a  deputy  of  the  United  Provinces  to  consult  with,  or 
take  the  advice  of,  his  constituents  upou  any  particular  point,  unless 
he  himself  thinks  it  proper  or  right  to  do  so."  Although  a  deter- 
mined effort  was  made  to  establish  the  opposite  one  iu  the  United 
States,  the  same  theory  has  been  established  here  both  as  respects 
the  Senate  auJ  the  House  of  Representatives. 

In  1789  an  unsuccessful  attempt  was  made  iu  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  insert  la  one  of  the  proposed  amendments  to  the  Con- 
stitution a  clause  reserving  to  the  people  the  right  of  instruction. 
Some  advocates  have  affirmed  the  duty  of  a  representative  to  obey 
such  instructions  when  properly  given,  or  to  resign  his  office.  Little 
om  heard  of  this  right ;  but  formerly  it  was  common  for  State 
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Legislatures,  and  even  for  popular  conventions,  to  instruct  Senators 
and  Representatives.  Hugh  L.  White,  Senator  from  Tennessee, 
maintained  the  doctrine  of  instruction  in  its  extreme  form  ;  and 
when,  in  1839,  he  could  not  conscientiously  obey  certain  instructions 
that  he  had  received  from  the  Legislature  of  his  State,  he  resigned. 
In  recent  years  Legislatures  have  sometimes  requested  that  a  par- 
ticular course  be  pursued  by  Senators  and  Representatives.  The 
doctrine  was  defended  on  the  ground  that  it  is  democratic.  It  is 
plainly  impracticable,  since  there  are  no  certain  means  of  ascertain- 
ing what  the  people  want  without  resorting  to  an  election.  Some  of 
the  States  have  incorporated  the  right  of  instruction  into  their  consti- 
tutions, but  no  State  has  gone  so  far  as  to  require  the  Representative 
to  obey.* 


1  Switzerland  has  carried  the  democratic  principle,  or  the  direct  participation  of 
the  people  in  government,  farther  than  any  other  country.  Not  only  do  the 
voters,  under  certain  condition,  pass  upon  bills  that  the  Federal  and  Cantonal 
I«egislatures  have  first  approved,  but  they  even  initiate  measures.  See  dis- 
cussions of  the  Referendum  and  the  Initiative:  Vincent,  State  and  Federal  Govern' 
ment  in  Switzerland;  Adams  and  Cunningham,  The  Stviss  Confederation.  See  also 
Tfie  Atlantic  Monthly,  April,  1894,  The  Referendum  in  Switzerland  and  in  America^ 
and  I^alor's  Cyclopadia,  Article,  Instructions. 
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Article  I. 
Section  2,  Clause  i. — The  House  of  Representatives  shall  be  com- 
posed of  members  chosen  every  second  year  by  the  people  of  the  sev- 
eral States,  and  the  electors  in  each  State  shall  have  the  qualifications 
requisite  for  electors  of  the  most  numerous  branch  of  the  State  Leg- 
islature. 

267.  Representative's  Term. — Some  members  of  the 
Convention  wished  to  limit  the  Representative's  term  to  one 
year,  and  some  wished  to  extend  it  to  three  years.  The 
first  argued  that  a  short  term  would  keep  the  Representa- 
tive mindful  of  his  dependence  upon  the  people  ;  the  sec- 
ond, that  a  long  term  would  tend  to  give  the  Government 
permanence  and  stability.  Two  years  was  finally  agreed 
upon  as  reasonably  combining  both  ends.' 

268.  Representatives  Elected  by  the  People. — 
Except  in  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island,  where  they  were 
elected  by  the  people,  the  delegates  to  the  Old  Congress 
were  appointed  by  the  Stale  Legislatures.  But  it  was  an 
essential  part  of  the  new  plan  that  the  House  of  Represent- 

•  stives  should  be  chosen  by  the  people  of  the  States.  Hence  it 
is  called  the  popular  branch  of  Congress.  The  legally  quali- 
fied electors  of  State  representatives  are  declared  legally 
qualified  electors  of  National  Representatives.  But  as  no 
State  has  more  than  one  rule  of  suffrage,  the  man  who 
may  vote  for  State  representatives  may  also  vote  for  Gov- 
ernor, etc.  As  each  State  makes  its  own  rules,  subject  to 
a  single  limitation,  a  man  may  vote  for  a  Representative  in 
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RepresienlBtive'a  term 
Fifqr-tbird  Congr™,  I 
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one  State  who  cannot  on  moving  to  another.  The  single 
limitation  referred  to  is  found  in  section  i,  Article  XV.,  of 
Amendments  ;  "The  right  of  citizens  of  the  United  States 
to  vote  shall  not  be  denied  or  abridged  by  the  United  State.s, 
or  by  any  State,  on  account  of  race,  color,  or  previous  con- 
dition of  servitude."  By  giving  the  electors  of  National 
Representatives  the  same  qualifications  as  electors  of  State 
representatives,  the  Constitution  provides  indirectly  that 
State  representatives  shall  be  elected  by  the  people.' 

Section  2,  Clause  1. — No  person  shall  be  a  Representative  who 
shall  not  have  attained  to  the  age  of  twenty-live  years,  and  been 
seven  years  a  citizeii  of  the  United  States,  and  mho  shall  not,  when 
elected,  be  an  in  habitant  of  that  State  in  which  he  shall  he  chosen. 

269.  Original  Qualifications  of  Representatives. — 
Beyond  providiug  that  no  man  should  sit  more  than  three 
years  in  six,  the  Articles  of  Confederation  did  not  fix  the 
quahfications  of  members  of  Congress.  All  other  qualifi- 
cations were  left  to  the  State.  But  the  Constitution  fixes 
the  three  qualifications  of  age,  citizenship,  aud  inhabitancy. 
The  ages  fixed,  aud  the  period  of  citizenship  in  the  case  of 
foreign-born  citizens,  are  short  enongh  to  qualify  men  to 
sit  in  either  House  of  Congress.  Obviously,  too,  a  legis- 
lature should  consist  wholly  of  citizens  of  the  nation  or 
state.  In  a  great  country  like  the  United  States,  it  is  im- 
portant that  members  of  Congress  shall  be  inhabitants 
the  States  that  elect  them.  As  a  rule,  residents  of  New 
England  could  not  intelligently  represent  the  people  of  Cal 
ifornia.  It  is  not  necessary  for  a  Representative  to  live  ir 
the  district  that  he  represents,  but  such  Is  the  almost  un 
varying  custom.  Again,  inhabitancy  and  residence  are 
different  things.  "An  inhabitant  is  a  ^owayfrfc  member 
the  State,  subject  to  all  the  requisites  of  law,   aud  entitled 
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to  all  privileges  and  advantages  under  the  law  ;  actual  resi- 
dence is  not  essential,  as  if  a  person  be  a  minister  resident 
at  a  foreign  port."  ' 

The  question  has  been  asked  whether  a  State  may  add 
to  these  qualifications  of  the  Representative.  The  better 
opinion  is  that  it  cannot.  The  phrase  "a  citizen  of  the 
United  States"  asserts,  what  has  often  been  denied,  that 
these  States  are  one  country,  a  nation,  and  not  a  mere  con- 
federacy. 

Section  i.  Clause  3.— Representatives  and  direct  taxes  sball  be 
apportioned  among  the  several  States  which  may  be  iacluded  within 
the  Union,  atcordiug  to  their  respective  numbers,  which  shall  be 
determined  by  adding  to  the  whole  number  of  free  persons,  includ- 
ing thoi^e  bound  to  service  for  a  term  of  years,  and  excluding  Indians 
not  taxed,  three-fifths  of  all  other  persons.  The  actual  enumeration 
shall  be  made  witliiu  three  years  after  the  first  meeting  of  the  Con- 
I  gress  of  the  United  States,  and  within  every  subsequent  term  of  ten 

^^^f  years,  in  such  manner  as  they  shall  by  law  direct.  The  number  of 
^^^H  Representatives  shall  not  exceed  one  for  every  thirty  thousand,  but 
^^^H  each  State  shall  have  at  least  one  Representative ;  and  until  such 
^^^^P  enumeraticn  shall  be  wade,  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  shall  be 
^^^^^  entitled  to  choose  three,  Massachusetts  eight,  Rhode  Island  and 
^^^^V  Providence  Plantations  one,  Connecticut  five.  New  York  six,  New 
^^^B  Jersey  four,  Pennsylvania  eight,  Delaware  one,  Maryland  six,  Virginia 
^^^■ll    ten.  North  Carolina  live,  South  Carolina  five,  and  Georgia  three. 

^^Bp'      270.     Apportionment  in  the  Federal  Convention 

^^p     No  other  clause  of  the  Constitution  gave  tlie  Convention 
so  much  trouble  as  this  one.     The  principal  points  of  con- 
troversy, more  fully  stated  in  Chapter  VIII.,  may  be  again 
I  enumerated:  (i)  The  Small-state  party  contended  for  an 

Peqtial  representation  ;  the  Large-state  party  for  a  propor- 
tioaal  representation.  Population  was  finally  decided 
tipon.  (2)  The  rule  for  determining  the  numbers  was  dis- 
puted no  less  warmly.  It  was  unanimously  agreed  that  all 
free    persons  should    be  counted  ;    nor  was    there  serious 

k objection  to  counting  persons  bouud  to  service  and  all 
Indians  except  those  not  taxed.  But  what  should  be  done 
with    the    staves?      It    was   finally    agreed    to    call   them 
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persons,  and  to  count  five  of  them  as  three  in  determining 
the  respective  numbers  of  the  States.  (3)  There  were  also 
inauy  opinions  as  to  supplying  the  treasury,  hut  it  was 
agreed,  at  last,  that  the  apportionment  of  direct  taxes 
should  be  brought  under  the  same  rule  as  the  apportion- 
ment of  Representatives. 

271.  Ratios  and  Apportionments. — The  Federal 
Convention  at  first  agreed  to  put  the  minimum  ratio  of 
representation  at  40,000,  but  reduced  it  to  30,000  at  the 
very  close  of  the  session  on  a  special  plea  made  by  Wash- 
ington. This  plea  was  that  the  reduction  would  enlarge 
the  representation,  and  so  tend  to  relieve  the  fears  of  those 
people  who  thought  the  new  Government  would  be  a 
tyranny.  No  maximum  was  or  could  be  fixed  ;  the  ratios 
must  be  determined  from  time  to  time  with  reference  to 
population  and  the  convenient  size  of  the  House.' 

272,  Each  State  to  Have  One. — The  Constitution 
wisely  stipulates  that  each  State  shall  have  at  least  one 
Representative.  In  1873  Delaware,  Nebraska,  Nevada, 
and  Oregon  might  have  been  unrepresented  in  the  House 
had  it  not  been  for  this  stipulation,  and  at  the  present 
time  several  States  fall  below  the  ratio.  The  Representa- 
tives of  States  coming  into  the  Union  after  the  apportion- 
ment is  made,  are  always  additional  to  the  number  named 
in  the  law.  Thus,  the  law  of  1882  fixed  the  size  of  the 
House  at  325 :  the  admission  of  six  new  States  added  seven 
to  that  luimber. 

Congress,  by  law,  authorizes  every  organized  Territory 
to  send  a  Delegate  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  who 
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is  allowed  to  speak  but  uot  to  vole.     At  one  time  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  was  similarly  represented. 

273.  Representation  and  Suffrage. — This  clause  re- 
lates to  representation  and  uot  to  voting.  The  Constitution 
determines  the  rule  of  apportionment ;  the  States,  subject  to 
the  Fifteenth  Amendment,  determine  their  own  rules  of 
suffrage.  The  representative  population  now  includes  every 
man,  womau,  and  child,  save  Indians  uot  taxed,  in  the 
States  ;  whereas  in  only  two  States  are  women  permitted  to 
vote  for  Representatives.  An  average  Congressional  dis- 
trict now  contains  173,901  people,  but  not  more  than  a  fifth 
of  them  are  voters.  Under  the  three-fifths  rule,  a  Southern 
slaveholder  with  i,qoo  slaves  would  count  601  in  deter- 
mining the  basis  of  representation  ;  he  himself  was  the  only 

]  voter. 

Section  z.  Clause  4. — When  vacaucies  happen  in  the  representa- 
tion from  any  State,  the  Executive  authority  thereof  shall  issue  writs 
of  election  to  Ull  such  vacancies. 

274.  Vacancies. — These  arise  from  death,  resignation, 
expulsion,  and  accepting  an  incompatible  office.  An  exec- 
utive writ  of  election  is  a  public  proclamation  bj'  the  Gov- 
ernor of  the  State  where  the  vacancy  exists,  announcing 
the  vacancy,  and  naming  the  day  on  which  the  people  of 
the  district  will  choose  a  Representative  to  serve  the  re- 
mainder of  the  term. 

Section  7,  Clause  5.— The  House  of  Representatives  shall  choose 
their  Speaker  and  other  officers,  and  shall  have  the  sole  power  of 
impeachment. 

275.  The  Speaker,  Etc.— The  other  officers  of  the 
House  are  the  Clerk,  Sergeant-at-arms,  Door-keeper,  Post- 
master, and  Chaplain.  The  Speaker  is  always  a  member 
of  the  House ;  the  other  officers  are  not  members,  although 
it  is  the  custom  to  elect  an  ex-member  clerk.  The  clerk 
holds  his  office  until  the  Speaker  of  the  succeeding  House 
is  elected,  and  presides  on  that  occasion.  Commonly  this 
election  is  easily  effected,  but  the  Thirty-fourth  Congress 
spent  two  months  and  voted  133  times  before  it  secured  a 
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Speaker,  and  the  contest  at  the  opening  .of  the  Thirty-sixth 
Congress  was  still  more  protracted.  The  Speaker  has  a 
right  to  vote  on  all  questions,  and  is  required  to  do  so 
when  his  vote  will  decide  the  pending  question,  or  when 
the  vote  is  by  ballot.' 

276.  Amendment  XIV. — Section  3  of  this  Article  introduced- 
iuto  the  Conslilution  a  new  qualification  for  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentatives, and  all  officers,  civil  and  military,  viz.; 

No  person  shall  be  a  Senator  or  Representative  in  Congress,  or 
elector  of  President  and  Vice-President,  or  hold  auy  office,  civil  or 
military,  under  the  United  Stales,  or  under  any  State,  who,  having 
previously  taken  an  oath,  as  a  member  of  Congress,  or  as  an  officer 
of  the  United  States,  or  as  a  member  of  any  State  Legislature,  or  as 
an  executive  or  judicial  officer  of  any  State,  to  support  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  shall  have  engaged  in  insurrection  or  rebel- 
lion against  the  same,  or  given  aid  or  comfort  to  the  enemies  thereof. 
But  Congress  may,  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  each  house,  remove 
such  disability. 

By  an  act  approved  May  22,  1872,  the  disabilities  imposed  by  this 
section  were  removed  from  all  persons  whatsoever,  except  Senators 
and  Representatives  of  the  Thirty-sixth  and  Thirty-seventh  Con- 
gresses, former  officers  in  the  military  and  naval  service  of  the  United 
States,  heads  of  departments,  and  foreign  ministers  of  the  United 
States.  Still  other  persons  have  been  relieved  by  special  acts,  and 
few  persons  now  rest  under  tlie&e  disabilities. 

277.  Origin  of  the  Three-Fifths  Rule.— By  the  year  1783,  the 
plan  for  supplying  the  National  treasury  provided  by  the  Articles  of 
Confederation  had  thoroughly  broken  down.  To  meet  this  emer- 
gency, Congress  recommended  that  the  treasury  should  be  supplied 
by  the  several  States,  "  iu  proportion  to  the  whole  number  of  white 
and  other  free  citizens  and  inhabitants  of  every  age,  sex,  and  condi- 
tion, including  those  bound  to  service  for  a  term  of  years,  and 
three-fifths  of  all  other  persons  not  comprehended  in  the  foregoing 
description,  except  Indians  not  paying  taxes  in  each  State,"  This 
amendment  was  not  ratified  by  the  States,  but  it  furnished  the  Con- 
vention of  1787  a  means  of  escape  from  one  of  its 
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278.  Effects  of  the  Rule.— The  three-fifths  rule  formally  increased 
the  representative  power  and  the  direct  taxes  of  the  Southern  States, 
and  dimiuished  those  of  the  Northern.  Bnt  the  rule  did  not  work  as 
was  expected.  Only  live  times  have  direct  taxes  been  imposed  by 
Congress,  and  then  for  short  periods ;  while  the  South  received,  down 
to  the  Civil  War,  a.  large  increase  of  Representatives,  ranging  at 
different  times  from  fifteen  to  thirty  members. 

279,  Amendments  XIII,,  XIV.  —  The  conditions  of  represen- 
tation were  materially  changed  by  the  abolition  of  slavery.  There 
were  now  no  "other  persons"  to  whom  the  three-fifths  rule  could 
be  applied.  Amendment  XIV.  formally  modified  the  old  rule,  but  the 
modification  is  inoperative  owing  to  the  effect  of  Amendment  XV. 
Still,  this  Amendment  states  the  original  rule  as  it  bss  practically 
worked  since  1873:  "  Representatives  shall  be  apportioned  among  the 
several  States  according  to  their  respective  numbers,  counting  the 
whole  number  of  persons  in  each  State,  excluding  Indians  not  taxed." 
Direct  taxes  are  not  meotioaed  in  the  Amendment,  but  the  same  rule 
would  apply  to  them. 

2S0.  The  Census. ^Representatives  could  not  be  apportioned  ac- 
cording to  population  unless  the  population  were  enumerated ;  the 
population  of  the  States  would  not  remain  stationary  or  increase  in 
equal  ratios;  besides,  the  admission  of  new  States  to  the  Union 
must  be  provided  for.  To  meet  these  requirements,  the  Coustitution 
provided  that  au  actual  enumeration  should  be  made  within  tliree 
years  after  the  first  meeting  of  Congress,  and  within  every  subse- 
quent term  of  ten  years,  as  Congress  should  direct.  In  a  succeeding 
clause  this  enumeration  is  also  called  the  census. 


Eleven  decennial  censuses  of  the  United  Slates  have  been  taken,  be- 
ginning in  1790.  Previous  to  1790  the  people  of  the  States  had  never 
been  carefully  counted.  Probably  the  Convention  did  not  intend  the 
census  to  be  more  than  an  enumeration  of  the  people;  but,  beginning 
with  iSio,  the  Government  has  used  it  more  and  more  as  an  instru- 
ment for  collecting  and  publishing  other  kinds  of  statistics.  The  first 
census  cost  ^44.377  ;  the  last  one  more  than  Jio,qoo,ooo,  and  it  fills 
about  thirty  octavo  volumes. 

281.  Indians  not  Taxed. — The  Supreme  Court  has  not  defined 
this  expression.  The  Census  Office  holds  that  it  applies  to  Indians 
maintainingtribal  relations  and  living  upon  government  reservations. 
The  broken  bands  and  the  scattered  remnants  of  tribes  still  found  in 
many  States,  though  generally  in  a  condition  of  pauperism,  are 
ided  in  the  enumeration  of  the  people.  They  are  regarded  as 
hATing  entered  the  body  of  citizeue  and  become  subject  to  taxation. 


3.  Thf  represenlalive  populatiou  is  the  total  numbers  In  (he  States,  accord- 
ing to  which  Represcntativfs  and  taxes  are  apportioned  among  thera.  Practi- 
cally, it  is  now  Ih*  samp  as  Ihc  constitutional  population  ;  iHit  when  the  three- 
fifths  mle  was  in  force,  it  was  materially  smaller.  The  constitutional  population 
embraced  all  the  slaves  ;  the  representative  population  only  three-Efths  of  them. 
The  distinction  ia  now  purely  historical.— rom^eiio'(amo/rti£/'.5.Csni«j,/S;o,jl./si 
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Several  of  the  different  Congresses  that  have  dealt  with 
this  subject,  have  found  it  only  less  difficult  than  the  Fed- 
eral Convention  found  the  framing  of  the  original  rules. 
An  historical  rhumS  will  be  given. 

282.  Meaning  of  the  Rule.— Simple  as  the  rule  seems 
at  first  view,  the  first  Congress  that  was  called  upon  to 
apply  it  practically  was  divided  in  opinion  as  to  its  meaning. 
The  fundamental  question  was,  whether  the  Nation  should 
be  dealt  with  as  a  whole,  or  as  made  up  of  the  several  States. 
Should  the  aggregate  representative  population  of  the  Union 
be  divided  by  the  ratio  to  ascertain  the  size  of  the  House  ? 
Or  should  the  State  populations  severally  be  so  divided  and 
the  quotients  then  be  added  ?  The  first  method  would  give 
the  larger  House,  since  there  would  be  but  a  single  unrepre- 
sented fraction ,  while  the  second  method  would  give  as  many 
fractions  as  there  were  States.  This  is  the  question  of  rep- 
resenting fractions.  Different  methods  have  been  followed 
at  diflTerent  times. 

283.  The  Method  of  17 93- 1843. —The  Federalists  in 
the  Second  Congress,  which  was  the  first  one  to  deal  with 
the  subject,  contended  for  the  first  plan  :  the  Anti-federal- 
ists, for  the  second  plan.  After  a  heated  contest,  Congress 
passed  a  bill  based  on  the  National  principle.  President 
Washington,  after  submitting  to  his  Cabinet  the  question 
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whether  he  should  sign  the  bill,  and  receiving  from  Hamil- 
ton and  Knox  an  affirmative  answer,  and  from  JeEFerson  and 
Randolph,  a  negative  answer,  vetoed  it  on  other  grounds. 
He  expressed  no  opinion  as  to  whether  the  rule  should  be 
applied  to  the  Nation  or  the  States.  A  new  bill  framed 
on  the  State  principle  was  then  passed  and  approved.  It 
provided  that  the  House  should  be  composed  of  members 
elected  agreeably  to  a  ratio  of  one  member  for  every  33,000 
persons  in  each  State,  computed  according  to  the  rule 
furnished  by  the  Constitution.  No  account  was  taken  of 
fractions.  The  apportionments  made  under  the  five  first 
censuses  all  conformed  to  this  rule,  but  with  a  change  of 
ratios. 

284.  Attempt  to  Change  the  Rule  in  1832. — As  the 
ratios  became  larger,  and  the  States  more  numerous  and 
more  populous,  the  unrepresented  fractious  became  larger 
and  more  numerous.  It  became  apparent  that  the  method 
of  1793  ^^'^  unjust  and  unrepublicaii.  Two  millions  of 
people  in  one  State  had  much  more  representative  power 
than  the  same  number  in  a  half  dozen  States.  Mr.  Web- 
ster' pointed  out  in  1832  that,  under  the  ratio  of  47,700, 
then  proposed  for  the  ensuing  apportionment.  New  York 
would  have  40  Representatives,  while  the  New  Kugland 
States,  with  a  population  35,000  greater,  would  have  but 
38;  that  seven  States  named,  having  together  123  mem- 
bers, had  aggregate  fractious  of  but  53,000,  while  Vermont 
and  New  Jersey  aloue,  with  but  11  members,  had  a  joint 
fraction  of  75,000  ;  and  that  Pennsylvania  would  have  as 
many  members  as  Vermont,  New  Hampshire,  Massachu- 
setts, and  New  Jersey,  while  her  population  was  130,000 
less  than  theirs.  The  Senate,  following  Mr.  Webster's 
lead,  at  first  voted  to  reverse  the  decision  of  1793,  but  after- 
wards concurred  with  the  House  in  continuing  the  old  rule. 

385.  The  Method  of  1S43.— The  rule  adopted  in  1793 
was  now  reversed.     The  law  of  1843  established  a  repre- 
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sentative  ratio  of  70,680  ;  gave  every  State  as  many  Repre- 
sentatives as  its  population  contained  this  ratio  times,  and 
then  gave  an  additional  Representative  to  every  State  hav- 
ing a  fraction  greater  than  oue-balf  the  said  ratio.  Since 
this  act,  fractions  have  been  uniformly  represented,  and  the 
tendency  has  been  to  increasing  complexity  of  method. 

286.  The  Method  of  1853-1863.— A  ratio  that  yielded  small  frac- 
tious ia  some  Stales  would  sjmetitnes  yield  large  fractions  in  others. 
The  result  was  decennial  contests  over  ratios,  States  favoring  t!ie 
ratio  that  would  give  them  the  largest  representation.  To  cut  ofi 
such  coatroversies,  it  was  provided  in  tlie  Census  Act  of  1850  that  the 
House  of  Representatives  should  consist  of  233  meaibers;  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  should  divide  the  representative  population 
of  the  whole  country  by  233  to  obtain  a  ratio ;  that  he  should  then 
divide  the  populaltoa  of  every  State  by  this  ratio;  that  he  should 
assign  to  every  State  as  many  Representatives  as  its  population  con- 
tained this  ratio  times  ;  and  finally,  that  he  should  assign  an  addi- 
tional Representative  to  the  States  having  the  largest  fractions,  until 
a  total  of  233  members  was  reached.  Subsequently,  an  additional 
member  was  given  to  California. 

287.  Ninth  and  Tenth  Censuses. — In  these  apportionments,  the 
principle  of  the  Act  of  1850  was  adhered  to  in  general,  but  with 
minor  variations.  In  both  cases  Congress  made  the  apportionment 
after  the  eeusas  had  been  taken. 

In  1S70  the  population  of  Delaware,  Nebraska,  Nevada,  and  Ore- 
gon respectively  fell  below  the  &nal  ratio  agreed  upon.  Congress 
first  fixed  the  number  of  Representatives  at  283.  Next  it  subtracted 
the  population  of  these  four  States  from  the  total  population  of  the 
States  (not  includiug  Territories),  and  divided  the  remainder  by 
279,  the  number  of  Representatives  fixed  on  less  the  four  to  which 
the  four  States  were  entitled  under  the  Conslitutiou,  which  gave  a 
ratio  of  135,239.  To  each  State  the  law  then  assigned  as  many 
Representatives  as  its  representative  population  contained  this  ratio 
times,  and  seventeen  were  assigned  for  fractions.  By  a  subsequent 
Rct,  an  additional  Representative  was  given  to  each  one  of  the  fol- 
lowing States  :  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  New  York,  Pennsylvania, 
Indiana,  Teunessee,  Louisiana,  Alabama,  and  Florida,  making  292 
in  all.  The  admission  of  Colorado  in  1876  added  one  more  to  this 
number,     A  similar  cut-and-try  method  was  used  in  1SS3. 

288.  Eleventh  Census.  —In  making  this  apportionment  the  popu- 
lation of  the  District  of  Columbia  and  the  Territories  of  Arizona,  New 
Mexico,  Oklahoma,  and  Utah  was  subtracted  from   the  aggregate 
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population  of  the  United  States,  62,622,250,  leaving  a  representative 
population  of  61,908,906,  This  number  was  then  divided  by  the  num- 
bers 333,333,  etc.,  to  375  successively,  and  then  the  population  of 
each  State  by  the  resulting  quotients.  The  number  356  produced  the 
ratio  173,901 ;  aud  this  ratio,  applied  to  the  Slates  one  by  one,  gave 
no  State  a  less  number  of  Representatives  than  it  had  nnder  the 
previous  apportioameut,  provided  the  States  having  the  major  frac- 
tions were  allowed  each  an  additional  Representative.  These  quo- 
tients aggregated  339,  aud  17,  the  difference  between  tliia  num- 
ber and  356  equalled  the  number  of  major  fractions  and  also 
included  all  moieties.  The  House  was  therefore  made  to  consist 
of  356  members,  the  number  assigned  to  any  State  being  equal  to 
the  number  of  times  its  populatioii  contained  173,901,  plus  one  if  it 
had  a  major  fraction.  No  State  had  a  moiety  of  the  ratio  left  unrep- 
resented. The  largest  unrepresented  fraction  was  that  of  New  York, 
8S.9Sl>  while  a  moiety  1386,953.  But  this  measure  could  not  probably 
have  been  carried,  had  not  a  number  been  found  (356)  that  neither 
reduced  the  representation  of  any  State,  nor  left,  after  the  majority 
fractions  were  taken  care  of,  a  single  unrepresented  moiety. 

The  Numbers  of  the  House  and  the  Ratios  of  Representation  are 
set  down  in  the  following  table,  with  the  period; 

Period.  Size  of  House,         Ratio 

1789-1793 ^5 

1793-1S03 105  33,000 

1803-1S13 I4t  33.000 

1813-1823 181  35,000 

1823-1833 212  40,000 

1833-1843 340  47,700 

i843-[853 223  70,680 

1853-1863 234  93,5oj 

1863-1873 241  "7,941 

1873-1883 291  130-533 

1883-1893      332  151,911 

1893            35&  173.901 

The  admission  of  Utah  to  tbe  Union  since  this  table  was 
piled,  has  increased  the  size  of  the  House  of  Representatives  bj 
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Table  Showing  the  Several  Apportionments  of  Representatives 
to  the   States. 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 
COMPOSITION  AND  ORGA>JIZATION  OF  THE  SENATB.   j 


SectioQ  3,  Clausa  j.— The  Senate  of  the  Uiiited  States  shall  be 
compofled  of  two  Senators  from  each  State,  chosen  by  the  Legisla- 
ture thereof,  fur  six  years  ;  and  each  Senator  shall  have  oue  vote. 

aSg.  Number,  Election,  and  Term  of  Senators. — 
Every  item  of  this  clause  was  the  subject  of  coutroversy  in 
the  Convention.  When  it  had  been  settled  that  Congress 
should  consist  of  two  branches,  and  that  representation 
should  be  equal  in  the  Senate  and  proportional  in  the 
House,  there  remained  the  questions  i  How  shall  the  Sena- 
tors be  chosen  ?  For  what  term  shall  they  serve  ?  and,  How 
shall  they  vote  ?  Some  said  they  should  be  elected  by  the 
House  of  Representatives ;  some,  that  the  President  should 
appoint  them  from  a  list  of  candidates  named  by  the  State 
Legislatures ;  some,  that  they  should  be  elected  by  the  peo- 
ple ;  while  Mr.  Hamilton  proposed  that  they  be  elected  by 
electors  chosen  by  the  people  of  the  several  States.  The 
rule  adopted  was  the  one  most  consistent  with  the  general 
character  of  the  Constitution.  Four  years,  six  years,  seven 
years,  and  life,  or  good  behavior,  were  named  as  a  suitable 
term.  Six  years  combines  both  permanency  in  the  Senate 
and  responsibility  in  the  Senator.  An  equal  vote  in  the 
Senate  is  not  the  same  thing  as  voting  by  States;  the  in- 
dividual v"te  gives  less  prominence  to  the  State  idea. 
Nevada,  with  a  population  of  45,761,  has  the  same  number 
of  Senators  as  New  York,  with  5,997,853.  And  the  rule 
of  the  CouHtitution  which  makes  this  possible,  is  the  most 
permanent  part  of  that  instrument,     (See  Art.  V.) 
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Section  3,  Clause  a.— Immediately  after  they  shall  be  assembled 
D  coasequeuce  of  the  Srst  election,  they  shall  be  divided  as  equally  as 
maybe  into  three  claases.  The  seats  of  the  Senators  of  the  first  class 
shall  be  vacated  at  the  expiration  of  the  second  year,  of  the  second 
class  at  the  expiration  of  the  fourth  year,  and  of  the  third  class  at 
the  expiration  of  the  sixth  year,  so  that  one-third  may  be  chosen 
every  second  year  ;  and  if  vacancies  happen  by  resignation,  or  other- 
wise, during  the  recess  of  the  Le^jislature  of  any  State,  the  Executive 
thereof  may  mate  temporary  appointmenls  until  the  next  me e ling 
of  the  Legislature,  which  shall  thea  fill  such  vacancies. 

290.  Classes  of  Senators. — Ou  May  15,  17S9,  the 
twenty  Senators  present  from  the  ten  States  were  divided  in 
accordance  with  this  rule.  They  were  first  put  into  three 
classes,  care  being  taken  not  to  liave  the  two  Senators  from 
any  State  iu  the  same  class,  aud  the  time  for  which  the  classes 
should  serve  was  then  determined  by  lot.  Class  one,  con- 
sisting of  seven  Senators,  should  retire  in  two  years ;  class 
two,  of  the  same  number,  in  four  years  ;  class  three,  of  six, 
iu  six  years.  It  was  ordered  that  when  additional  Senators 
took  their  seats,  they  should  be  placed  by  lot  in  these 
classes,  but  iu  such  manner  as  to  keep  them  as  nearly  equal 
in  number  as  possible.  Accordingly,  the  New  York  Sena- 
tors were  placed  in  classes  three  and  one ;  the  North  Caro- 
lina Senators  in  two  and  three,  and  the  Rhode  Island 
Senators  in  one  and  two. 

The  years  in  which  the  classes  retire  may  be  thus  exhibited : 

Class  I,  lygr,  1797,  1803 iSSr,  1S37,  1893. 

Class  2,  1793,  1799.  1805 1SS3,  1SS9,  iS95- 

Class  3,  1795,  1801,  1807 1885,1891,1897. 

The  time  that  a  Senator  from  a  newly-admitted  State  serves  de- 
pends ou  the  date  of  the  State's  admission  lo  the  Union,  and  on  the 
state  of  the  classes  at  the  time,  lie  may  serve  six  years,  he  may 
serve  but  a  .single  day.  California  was  admitted  to  the  Union  Sep- 
tember 9,  1850.  The  California  Senators  fell  into  classes  three  and 
one,  and  John  C.  Fremont,  who  had  drawn  one  (or  the  short  term), 
served  only  until  March  4,  1851. 

291.  The  Senate  a  Permanent  Body. — A  House  of 

Representatives  continues  two  years,   and  an   Executive 
administration  four.     But  the  Senate,  like  the  Old  Con- 
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gress,  is  a  perpetual  body,  and  it  is  the  custom  to  keep  up  a 
perfect  organization.  This  fact  gives  the  Stnate  dignity 
and  adds  strength  to  the  Government.  One  reason  for  this 
was  to  show  to  the  world  that  the  American  Government 
did  not  come  to  an  end  every  two  or  four  years.  A  Senator 
appointed  by  a  Governor  to  fill  a  vacancy  holds  his  seat 
until  the  Legislature  elects  a  successor  to  the  former  incum- 
bent, or,  if  it  fails  sooner  to  elect,  to  the  end  of  the  session 
of  the  Legislature  following  his  appointment.  If  a  Legis- 
lature fails  to  elect,  having  had  an  opportunity,  the  Gov- 
ernor cannot  fill  the  vacancy.' 

Section  3,  Clause  3. — No  person  shall  be  a  Senator  who  sliall  not 
have  attained  to  the  age  of  thirty  years,  and  been  nine  years  a  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States,  and  wlio  shall  not,  when  elected,  be  an  in- 
habitant of  that  State  for  which  he  shall  be  chosen. 

292.  Senator's  Qualifications. —  The  remarks  made 
concerning  the  qualifications  of  the  Representative  are  of 
equal  application  to  the  Senator,  only  the  greater  digciity 
and  responsibility  of  the  Senator  call  for  a  greater  age  and 
a  longer  citizenship.  Two  men  elected  to  the  Senate  have 
been  declared  disqualified  by  reason  of  an  insufficient 
citizenship:  Albert  Gallatin,  of  Pennsylvania,  in  1798, 
and  James  Shields,  of  Illinois,  in  1849. 

Section  3,  Clause  4.— The  Vice-President  of  the  United  States 
shall  be  President  of  the  Senate,  hut  shall  have  no  vote,  unless  they 
be  equally  divided. 

293-  Vice-President's  Vote,— As  the  Vice-President 
is  not  a  member  of  the  Senate,  he  is  not,  like  the  Speaker 
of  the  House,  entitled  to  a  vote.  His  casting  vote  is  of  no 
avail  unless  given  in  favor  of  the  pending  measure;  for 
every  question  is  lost  unless  it  receives  a  majority.  In  the 
early  years  of  the  Government,  when  the  Senate  was  small 
and  equally  divided  politically,  the  Vice-President's  posi- 
tion was  very  important.     John  Adams  had  au  "  unusual 
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number  of  opportunities  to  exercise  personal  power  in  im- 
portant matters.  Certainly  no  other  Vice-President  has  had 
the  like,  and  probably  no  officer  of  the  United  States  has 
ever  been  able  to  do  so  much  by  positive  acts  of  individual 
authority.  .  .  .  No  less  than  twenty  times  during  the 
life  of  the  First  Congress  he  voted  for  the  Federalists.'" 

Section  3,  Clause  5.^ — The  Senate  sliall  clioose  their  otlier  officers, 
and  also  a  Freaidtnt  pro  leinfiore,  in  the  abseuceof  the  Vice-President, 
or  when  he  shaU  exercise  the  oEGce  of  President  of  the  United  States. 
294.  OHIicers  of  the  Senate. — The  other  officers  are 
the  Secretary,  Chief  Clerk,  Executive  Clerk,  Sergeant-at- 
arms,  Door-keeper,  and  Chaplain.  The  custom  is  for  the 
■  Vice-President,  as  soon  as  convenient  after  he  takes  the 
oath  of  office,  to  absent  himself  from  the  chair  for  a  day,  or 
longer,  in  order  that  the  Senate  may  elect  a  President /to 
tempore.  This  office  is  held  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Senate. 
As  the  Presideiit/ro  tempoie  is  a  member  of  the  Senate,  he 
has  a  vote  on  all  questions.  Accordingly,  a  tie  vote  when 
a  Senator  is  in  the  chair  is  always  lost. 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

ELECTIONS  OF  CONGRESSMEN. 
AbticlH  I. 
Section  4,  Clause  l.— The  times,  places,  and  maimer  of  holding 
elections  for  Senators  and  Representatives  shall  be  prescribed  in 
each  State  by  the  Legislature  thereof;  but  the  Congress  may  at  any 
time  by  law  make  or  alter  such  regulations,  except  as  to  the  places  of 
choosing  Senators. 

395.  State  Control.^The  grant  to  the  Legislatures  of 
power  to  prescribe  the  times,  places,  and  manner  of  holding 
these  elections  was  a  concession  to  the  States.  It  was  made 
partly  to  take  advantage  of  the  existing  machinery  for  con- 
ducting elections,  but  mainly  to  avoid  arousing  State  jeal- 
ousy. There  is  an  evident  propriety  in  giving  the  Legisla- 
tures immediate  control  of  the  Senatorial  elections,  since 
the  Senators  represent  the  States.  Then  the  States  could 
manage  the  elections  of  Representatives  more  easily  and 
cheaply  than  the  Nation,  and  with  more  satisfaction  to  the 
people.  A  denial  to  the  States  of  participation  in  the  man- 
agement of  these  elections,  would  have  defeated  the  whole 
scheme. 

296.  Limit  of  State  Control.— Still,  in  a  National 
system  it  would  not  do  to  put  these  elections  in  the  exclu- 
sive control  of  the  States.  Mr.  Hamilton  said  at  the  time  : 
"Every  government  ought  to  contain  in  itself  the  means  of 
its  own  preservation  ;  while  it  is  perfectly  plain  that  the 
States,  or  a  majority  of  them,  by  failing  to  make  the  neces- 
sary regulations,  or  by  making  improper  ones,  could  break 
up  or  prevent  the  first  election  of  the  Houses  of  Congress.' " 
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Hence  the  provision  that  Congress  may,  at  any  time  by 
law,  make  or  alter  such  regulations  as  the  States  may  make, 
except  as  to  the  places  of  choosing  Senators.  Obviously, 
Congress  should  not  name  the  places  for  electing  Senators, 
as  that  would  involve  the  seat  of  the  State  government. 
With  this  exception,  Congress  has  absolute  power  over  the 
whole  subject.  This  grant  was  not  seriously  objected  to  in 
the  Federal  Convention,  but  in  the  State  conventions  it 
was  attacked  with  great  violence.  The  use  of  the  power  is 
discretionary  with  Congress,  and  it  was  a  full  half  century 
before  it  was  used  at  all.  This  abstinence  was  due  to 
regard  for  State  feeling,  to  a  desire  to  save  expense,  and  to 
the  fact  that  State  control  had  proved  satisfactory. 

297.  National  Legislation. — Previous  to  the  Twen- 
ty-eighth Congress,  the  States  exclusively  controlled  the 
elections  of  Representatives.  Some  chose  them  by  districts. 
one  or  more  from  a  district,  and  some  by  the  State  at  large; 
the  first  being  called  the  district  plan,  and  the  second  the 
general -ticket  plan.  The  objection  to  the  general- ticket 
plan  is  that  it  strongly  tends  to  give  all  the  members  to  one 
political  party ;  a  State  majority,  no  matter  how  small, 
commonly  determines  the  political  complexion  of  the  whole 
State  delegation.  It  is  clear  that  the  district  plan  leads  to 
the  juster  representation  of  the  people.  Hence  it  was  pro- 
vided in  the  Apportionment  Act  of  1842  :  "  That  in  every 
case  where  a  State  is  entitled  to  more  than  one  Representa- 
tive, the  number  to  which  such  State  shall  be  entitled 
under  this  apportionment  shall  be  elected  by  districts  com- 
posed of  contiguous  territory,  equal  in  number  to  the  num- 
ber of  Representatives  to  which  the  said  State  may  be 
entitled,  no  one  district  electing  more  than  one  Represent- 
ative." This  rule,  violently  opposed  at  the  time,  has  been 
incorporated  in  every  subsequent  apportionment  law.  Since 
1872  Congrsss  has  prescribed  that  the  districts  shall 
contain,  as  nearly  as  practicable,  an  equal  number  of 
inhabitants.  In  1871  Congress  provided  that  all  votes  for 
Representatives  must  be  by  written  or  printed  ballots,  and. 
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in  1872  that  the  elections  should  be  held  on  the  Tuesday 
next  after  the  first  Monday  in  November  in  every  even 
year.  Subsequently  the  States  having  in  their  constitu- 
tions clauses  fixing  a  different  day,  were  excepted  from  the 
operation  of  this  last  rule.  In  Oregon  the  day  is  the  first 
Monday  in  June ;  in  Vermont  the  first  Tuesday,  and  in 
Maine  the  second  Monday,  in  September  ;  in  the  other 
States  it  is  the  Tnesday  next  after  the  first  Monday  in 
November. 

298.  Districting  the  States.— The  division  of  a  State 
into  districts  is  left  to  its  Legislature.  This  duty  it  com- 
monly performs  at  its  first  meeting  after  Congress  makes 
the  decennial  apportionment.  It  is  subject  only  to  two 
rules  :  that  the  territory  of  the  districts  must  be  contiguous, 
and  that  they  must  contain  relatively  equal  populations. 
Sometimes  it  is  done  in  such  a  way  as  to  give  the  politi- 
cal party  having  a  majority  in  the  Legislature  an  undue  ad- 
vantage. This  is  done  by  combining  counties,  townships, 
etc.,  so  as  to  give  one  party  small  or  moderate  majorities 
in  as  large  a  number  of  districts  as  possible,  and  to  the 
other  party  large  majorities  in  as  few  as  possible.  This 
process  is  known  as  gerrymandering.'  Some  States  provide 
in  their  constitutions  for  decennial  districting  ;  most,  how- 
ever, do  not,  and  redistricting  is  not  unfreqneiit.  The  law 
in  regard  to  contiguity  is  held  to  be  satisfied  when  counties 
or  townships  comprising  a  district  touch  at  the  corners,  and 
the  law  requiring  as  nearly  as  practicable  an  equal  number 
of  inhabitants  rests  lightly  on  State  Legislatures.  Consid- 
erable discrepancies  are  common  when  districts  are  first 
formed,  and  these  the  growth  of  population  tends  to  en- 
large. It  is  not  uncommon  for  one  district  in  a  State  to 
contain  double  the  population  of  another  district. 
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299.  Representatives-at-Laigc— Since  1842  Congress  has  some- 
times allowed  States  receiving  one  or  more  additional  Representa- 
tives under  a  new  apportionment,  to  elect  them  for  the  whole  State 
when  it  is  impossible  or  dif&eult  for  the  Legislature  to  district  the 
State  in  time  for  the  ensuing  election,  or  when  it  is  not  desirable  to 
do  so.  These  are  called  Representatives-at-Large.  Pennsylvania  at 
one  time  had  three  such  Representatives,  The  law  of  i88a  provided 
that,  iu  cases  where  no  change  was  made  in  the  number  assigned  to 
a  State,  aud  the  Legislature  did  not  otherwise  provide,  the  former 
districting  should  stand.  In  case  the  number  was  increased,  the  ad- 
ditional Representative  or  Representatives  might  be  elected  at  large, 
and  the  former  number  by  districts,  as  before.  It  provided  also  that, 
"If  the  number  hereby  provided  for  shall  in  any  State  be  less  than  it 
was  before  the  change  hereby  made,  then  the  whole  number  to  such 
State  hereby  provided  for  shall  be  elected  at  large,  unless  the  Legis- 
latures of  said  States  have  provided,  or  shall  otherwise  provide, 
before  the  time  fixed  by  law  for  the  nest  election  of  Representatives 

300.  The  Election  of  Senators. — The  Constitution 
prescribes  that  the  State  Legislatures  shall  elect  the  Sena- 
tors, but  is  silent  as  to  themauner  of  electing  them.  Shall 
the  two  houses  meet  in  joint  convention,  a  majority  of  all 
electing?  Or  shall  they  vote  separately,  a  majority  of  each 
house  heing  required  to  elect?  For  three-fourths  of  a  cen- 
tury each  State  answered  these  questions  for  itself.  Serious 
disagreements  between  houses  ensued,  aud  Legislatures 
were  sometimes  broken  up.  To  put  au  end  to  such  contro- 
versies, Congress,  in  1866,  passed  a  law  regulating  the  elec- 
tion of  Senators.  This  law  requires  the  Legislature  of  each 
State  elected  next  preceding  the  expiration  of  the  time  for 
which  any  Senator  was  chosen  to  represent  such  State,  on 
the  second  Tuesday  after  its  meeting  and  organization,  to 
proceed  to  elect  a  Senator  iu  conformity  with  these  rules  ; 

I.  Each  house  shall  name  or  propose,  by  a  viva  voce 
vote  of  each  member  present,  one  person  for  Senator ;  the 
next  day  at  12  o'clock  the  two  houses  shall  meet  in  joint 
assembly,  and  if  it  appears  from  the  reading  of  the  journals 
of  the  previous  day's  proceedings,  that  the  same  person  has 
received  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  in  each  house,  he  shall  be 
declared  duly  elected. 
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2.  If  no  election  has  been  made,  the  joint  assembly  shall 
then  proceed  to  vote  viva  voce  for  Senator,  and  if  any  per- 
son receive  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  of  the  joint  assembly, 
a  majority  of  all  the  members  elected  to  both  houses  being 
present  and  voting,  he  shall  he  declared  duly  elected. 

3.  If  a  choice  is  not  made  on  this  day,  then  the  two 
houses  shall  meet  iu  joint  assembly  each  succeeding  day, 
at  the  same  hour,  and  shall  take  at  least  one  vote,  as  before, 
■-.util  a  Senator  shall  be  elected. 

4.  If  a  vacancy  exist  on  the  meeting  of  a  Legislature, 
said  legislature  shall  proceed  on  the  second  Tuesday  after 
meeting  and  organization  to  fill  said  vacancy,  as  in  the  pre- 
vious case ;  and  if  a  vacancy  occurs  when  the  session  is  iu 
progress,  it  shall  proceed  by  the  same  steps  to  fill  it  on  the 
secondTuesday  after  it  has  received  notice  of  the  vacancy. 

Section  4.  Clause  a.^Tbe  Congress  shall  assemble  at  least  once  in 
every  year,  and  sncb  meeting  slia.ll  be  on  tlie  first  Monday  in  Decem- 
ber, unless  they  sliall  by  law  appoint  a  different  day. 

301.  Number  of  Sessions. — Accordingly,  every  Con- 
gress must  hold  at  least  two  sessions.  Some  Congresses 
have  held  three,  the  President  having  called  an  extra  ses- 
sion, or  Congress  itself  having  by  law  or  by  adjournment 
provided  for  one.  The  term  of  a  Congress  begins  at  12  M. 
March  4,  following  the  election  of  Representatives,  1893, 
1895,  ^''^-i  ^^^  continues  until  12  M.  of  the  next  odd  year, 
1895,  1897,  etc.  Still,  since  1821  the  ordinary  meeting  day 
has  beeu  the  first  Monday  of  December  following  the  begin- 
ning of  the  Representatives'  term.  There  is  nothing  to  pre- 
vent the  first  session,  called  the  long  one,  continuing  until 
the  first  Monday  of  the  next  December,  when  it  must  end, 
that  the  new  or  short  session  may  begin.  It  cannot  con- 
tinue beyond  12  M,  March  4  of  the  ensuing  year. 

Under  tbe  present  system,  any  Congress,  as  the  Fifty- third,  holds 
one  session  after  the  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  for  the 
ensuing  Congress  have  been  elected.  The  constitutional  interval 
between  the  election  of  a  Representative  and  the  beginning  of  bis 
term  is  from  the  Tuesday  next  after  the  first  Monday  in  November 
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until  the  4th  of  March  following,  while  the  practical  interval  eitends 
to  the  first  Monday  ia  December  next  ensuing.  It  often  happens 
that  a  House  of  Representatives,  at  itslastsession,  does  not  represent 
the  political  opinion  and  feeling  of  the  country  as  expressed  at  the 
election  held  the  previous  Novemher,  while  the  uew  House,  which 
does  represent  them,  cannot,  save  in  case  of  a  called  session,  act  for 
more  than  a  year.  It  has  therefore  been  suggested  with  much  appar- 
ent reason,  that  the  Constitution  should  be  so  changed  as  to  make  the 
election  of  a  Representative  and  the  beginning  of  his  term  coincide, 
aud  to  bring  on  a  session  of  Congress  soon  thereafter. 
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Section  2,  Clauses. — The  House  ofRepresentatives  shall  .  .  .  have 
the  sole  power  of  impeachment. 

Section  3,  Clause  6. — The  Senate  shall  have  the  sole  power  to  try 
a.11  impeachments.  When  sitting  for  that  purpose,  thej  shall  be  on 
oath  or  affirmation.  When  the  President  of  the  United  States  is 
tried,  the  Chief  Justice  shall  preside;  and  no  person  shall  be  con- 
victed without  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present. 

Section  3,  Clause  7,— Judgment  iu  cases  of  impeachmeut  shall  not 
extend  further  than  to  reotoval  from  office,  and  disqualification  to 
hold  aud  eujoy  any  office  of  honor,  trust,  or  profit  under  the  United 
States ;  but  the  party  convicted  shall  nevertheless  be  liable  and  sub- 
ject to  indictment,  trial,  judgm.ent,    and  punishment  according   to 

Article  II.,  SecUon  4. — The  President,  Vice-President,  and  all  civil 
officersof  the  United  States  shall  be  removed  from,  office  on  impeach, 
meat  for,  aud  conviction  of,  treason,  bribery,  or  other  high  crimes 
and  misdemeanors. 

Article  II.,  Section  2,  Clause  i, —  The  President  .  .  .  shall  have 
power  to  grant  reprieves  and  pardons  for  offenses  against  the  United 
Slates,  except  in  cases  of  impeacTimeut. 

302.  An  Impeachment  Defined. — An  impeachment, 
under  the  Constitution,  is  a  solemn  declaration  laid  before 
the  Senate,  that,  in  the  view  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, the  person  impeached  is  guilty  of  high  crimes  aud 
misdemeanors  committed  in  office  and  should  be  tried 
therefor.  It  is  similar  to  the  indictment  of  a  grand  jury. 
It  determines  nothing  as  to  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the 
person  against  whom  the  charge  is  made.  The  House  of 
Representatives,  in  1867,  impeached  President  Johnson,  but 
the  Senate  acquitted  him. 

Steps   to    be   Talten. — The   following  are    the 
principal  steps  taken  iu  an  impeachment  case,  as  laid  down 

(■70) 
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in  the  Manual   of  the   House   of  Representatives ' ;   The 

House  having  resolved  that  Mr, be  impeached,  sends 

a  committee  of  its  members  to  the  Senate  to  impeach  him  in 
the  name  of  the  House  of  Representatives  and  of  all  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  of  high  crimes  and  misde- 
meanors in  office,  to  acquaint  the  Senate  that  the  House 
will  in  due  time  exhibit  articles  of  impeachment  against  him 
and  make  good  the  same,  and  to  demand  that  the  Senate 

take  order  for  the  appearance  of  the  said  Mr. to  answer 

to  the  impeachment.  The  House  receives  from  the  Senate 
a  message  that  it  will  take  the  order  demanded,  and  will 
give  the  House  due  notice.  The  House  adopts  articles  of 
impeachment,  appoints  by  ballot  five  managers  to  conduct 
the  trial  on  the  part  of  the  House,  and  orders  the  managers 
to  lay  before  the  Senate  the  articles  agreed  upon,  which  is 
duly  done.     The  Senate  now  notifies  the  House  that  it  has 

issued  the  proper  notice  to  Mr. ,  with  an  order  to  file 

his  reply  within  a  given  time,  and  on  the  day  appointed  it 
gives  further  notice  that  it  is  ready  to  proceed  with  the  case. 
The  House  now  proceeds  to  the  Senate  Chamber  to  witness 
the  opening  of  the  trial,  and  then  returns  to  its  own  cham- 
ber and  adopts  a  replication  to  the  answer  and  plea  made 
by  Mr, ,  which  is  also  laid  before  the  Senate.  The  pre- 
liminaries over,  the  trial  proceeds  day  by  day,  the  House  at 
first  attending  as  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  but  afterwards 
leaving  the  case  wholly  to  the  five  managers. 

304.  Trial  Court. — In  the  trial  the  Senate  sits  as  a 
court  of  justice  ;  and  to  remind  him  that  he  is  not  now  a 
legislator,  but  a  judge,  each  Senator  is  required  to  take  an 
oath  that  he  will  do  impartial  justice  according  to  the  Con- 
stitution and  laws.  The  Vice-President  or  President  pro 
tempore  of  the  Senate  presides  in  ordinary  cases,  but  the 
Chief  Justice  presides  in  the  case  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  The  reason  for  this  special  rule  is,  that 
the  Vice-President  is  personally  interested  in  the  i 
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he  will  succeed  to  the  Presidency  in  case  the  President  is 
found  guilty. 

305.  Mode  of  Trial. — The  trial  is  conducted  accord- 
ing to  the  rules  observed  in  criminal  trials  in  courts  of  jus- 
tice. The  House  managers  maintain  their  cause ;  the 
accused,  in  person  or  by  counsel,  makes  his  defense ; 
witnesses  are  sworn  and  examined,  and  other  competent 
evidence  is  presented  ^ro  and  con;  the  managers  and  coun- 
sel submit  their  arguments.  Throughout  the  trial  the 
doors  of  the  chambers  are  open,  but  at  its  close  they  are 
shut  and  the  Senate  proceeds  to  consider  the  case. 

The  voting  is  conducted  according  to  rule  XIV.  of  the  Senate 
Rules  for  Impeacbment,  vis. ; 

"  Ou  the  jinal  questiou  whether  the  impeachmeut  is  sustained, 
the  yeas  and  nays  shall  be  taken  on  each  article  of  impeachmeut 
separately,  and  if  the  impeachmei^t  shall  not,  upon  any  of  the 
articles  presented,  be  sustained  by  the  votes  of  two-tliirds  of  the 
members  present,  a  judgment  of  acquittal  shall  be  entered  ;  but  if 
the  peraon  accused  iu  such  articles  of  impeachment  shall  be  con- 
victed upon  any  of  such  articles  by  the  votes  of  two-thirds  of  the 
members  present,  the  Senate  shall  proceed  to  pronounce  judgment, 
and  a  certiBed  copy  of  said  judgment  shall  be  deposited  in  the  office 
of  the  Secretary  of  State." 

306..    Judgment. ^One   of  the  above    quoted  clauses 

says  the  judgment  pronounced  upon  the  accused,  if  found 
guilty,  shall  not  extend  further  than  his  removal  from  office 
and  disqualification  to  hold  office  under  the  United  States  ; 
another  says  it  mtist  extend  to  his  removal.  It  is  for  the 
Senate  to  decide  whether  the  disqualification  to  hold  office 
in  the  future  shall  be  pronounced  or  not,  but  that  is  the 
limit  of  its  discretion.  At  the  same  time  the  person  con- 
victed may  be  proceeded  against  in  the  courts,  just  as 
though  he  had  not  been  punished  by  impeachment,  pro- 
vided he  has  been  guilty  of  an  offense  punishable  by  law. 
The  reason  for  denying  the  President  power  to  grant  re- 
prieves and  pardons  in  these  cases  is,  that  such  a  power 
would  he  peculiarly  liable  to  abuse.  The  qnestiou  whether 
an  officer  may  be  suspended  from  the  exercise  ot  his  office 
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while  an  impeachment  against  iiim  is  pending,  has  been 
olteu  asked  but  never  answered  by  any  competent  ^tribunal. 

307.  Limitation  of  the  Power. — The  second  of  the 
s  quoted  limits  impeachment  to  the  President,  Vice- 
President,  and  civil  officers  of  the  United  States.  Who  are, 
and  who  are  not,  civil  officers,  are  questions  that  have  been 
much  disputed.  In  1797  the  House  of  Representatives 
impeached  William  Blount,  a  Senator  from  Tennessee  ;  the 
Senate  decided  by  a  vote  of  14  to  11  that  Senators  are  not 
civil  officers  in  the  sense  of  the  Constitution,  and  dismissed 
the  case  without  trial,  although  it  expelled  Blount  under 
clause  2,  section  5,  of  Article  I.  If  Senators  are  not  civil 
officers,  neither  are  Representatives.  The  result  is  that, 
according  to  this  view,  impeachment  is  practically  limited 
to  the  Rxecutive  and  Judicial  Departments  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Soldiers  and  sailors  are  tried  and  punished  for 
offenses  in  connection  with  such  service  by  military  and 
naval  courts. 

The  action  of  the  Senate  in  1797  rests  on  two  or  three  clauses  of 
the  Constitution  Ihat  appear  to  eicluds  Senators  and  Representatives 
from  the  category  of  officers  of  the  United  States.  Thus,  clause  a, 
section  6,  of  Article  1.,  says,  "No  person  holding  any  office  under  the 
United  States  shall  be  a  member  of  either  Houae  during  his  continu- 
ation in  office,"  and  "  Ko  Senator  or  Representative  shall,  during  the 
time  for  which  he  was  elected,  be  appointed  to  any  civil  office,"  etc. 

308.  Grounds  of  Inipeachment. — Section  4,  Article 
II.,  states  the  grounds  of  impeachment,  but  not  with  such 
clearness  as  to  prevent  some  uncertainty.  Treason  and 
bribery  are  perfectly  well  understood.  Not  so  the  other 
high  crimes  and  misdemeanors  of  the  section.  It  has  been 
maintained,  for  instance,  that  the  impeachment  and  convic- 
tion of  a  civil  officer  is  constitutional  only  when  he  is 
guilty  of  an  offense  that  has  been  made  punishable  by  an 
act  of  Congress.  This  is  a  narrow  view;  the  proper  one 
is  that  such  an  officer  may  be  impeached  for  offenses  re- 
lating to  his  official  conduct  that  are  not  defined,  and  that 
cannot  be  defined,  in  the  law  at  all,  since  they  cannot  be 
anticipated. 
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Zmpeachment  is  an  extraordinary  remedy  for  extraordinarj'  evils. 
Judge  Fickeriugwas  impeached  and  found  guilty  of  druukeuuess  and 
profanity  on  the  bench,  neither  of  which  oBeuses  is  prohibited  by 
Ian  ;  and  nearly  all  the  offenses  charged  against  the  persons  'whom 
the  House  of  Representatives  has  impeached  were  non-indictable 
ones.  In  fact,  the  great  reason  for  giving  the  House  and  Senate 
rather  than  the  Courts  jurisdiction  in  impeacbmeut  cases  is,  that 
the  offenses  are  often  official  and  not  covered  by  the  statutes. 

309.  Two- Thirds  Vote.— Obviously,  the  votes  of  all 
the  Senators  voting  should  not,  as  in  the  case  of  a  jury,  be 
required  to  convict;  nor  should  a  mere  majority  be  suffi- 
cient. 

The  reasons  for  a  two-thirds  vote  are  stated  thus  cogently  by 
Judge  Cooley  ;  "  The  danger  that  Senators,  chosen  as  representatives 
of  political  parties,  will  be  swayed,  consciously  or  unconsciously,  by 
considerations  that  should  not  luBueuce  Ibeni,  is  much  greateron  the 
trial  of  a  political  officer  from  whose  removal  or  retention  party 
advantages  raight  be  expected,  than  on  that  of  a  judge.  This  was 
forcibly  illustrated  by  the  case  of  President  Johnson,  in  which,  with 
a  few  exceptions,  Senators  divided  on  the  question  of  guilt  strictly 
according  to  their  political  affinities.  ...  It  would  be  a  calamity 
of  the  highest  moment  if  the  precedent  should  be  set  of  the  conviction 
and  removal  of  the  President  on  a  partisan  vote,  and  on  grounds  not 
sanctioned  by  the  sober  sense  and  mature  reflection  of  the  people."' 

310.  Impeachment  Cases. — There  have  been  seven  such  cases 
under  the  Constitution,  six  trials  and  two  convictions. 

William  Blount,  Senator  from  Tennessee  ;  1797,  1798;  five  articles 
relating  to  violation  of  the  neutrality  laws ;  no  trial.— John  Picker- 
ing, District  Judge  for  New  Hampshire  ;  1803,  1804 ;  four  articles 
charging  drunkenness  and  profanity  on  the  bench,  and  imprison, 
ment  of  an  attorney  for  contempt  of  court;  tried,  found  guilty, 
removed  from  office,  but  not  pronounced  disqualified  to  hold  ofl:ce. 
— Samuel  Chase,  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court;  1804,  1805;  eight 
articles  charging  arbitrary  and  oppressive  conduct  on  tlie  bench,  and 
improper  criticisms  of  the  National  administration ;  tried  and  acquit- 
ted.—James  Peck,  District  Judge  for  Missouri ;  1S29,  1830 ;  one  arti- 
cle alleging  arbitrary  conduct  on  the  bench  inpunishinganattorney; 
tried  and  acquitted. — W.  W.  Humphreys,  Distrii;t  Judge  for  Teiines- 
sEc,  lB6z;  seven  articles  charging  disloyalty  in  a  public  speech  and 
in  accepting  a  judgship  under  the  Southern  Confederacy;  tried,  con- 
victed, andremoved.— Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  UnitrdStates; 
1867  ;  eleven  articles  charging  repeated  violations  of  the  Tenure  of 
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Office  Act,  and  making  indecent  and  unbecoming  threats  and  ha- 
rangues aboutCongress,  and  declaring  that  the  Thirty-ninth  Congress 
was  no  constitutional  Congress ;  tried  and  acquitted,  votes  being  bad 
on  but  three  articles.— W.  W.  Beltnap,  SecreUry  of  War ;  1876  ;  five 
articles  charging  malfeasance  in  accepting  bribes  for  appointing  and 
retaining  in  oSice  a  post-trader  on  the  frontier  ;  tried  and  acquitted. 

311.  The  Blount  and  Belknap  Cases. ^Each  of  these  cases  pre- 
sented a  perplexing  question.  The  Senate  had  expelled  Blount  before 
the  case  came  ou  for  trial,  while  Belknap  had  resigned  and  President 
Grant  had  accepted  his  resignation  immediately  on  the  discovery  of 
his  crime  and  before  the  House  began  proceedings  against  him. 
The  question  in  either  case  was  whether  a  man  no  longer  in  the 
service  of  the  Government  was  amenable  to  conviction  on  impeach- 
ment. The  Senate  declined  to  try  Elount  on  the  ground  that  he  was 
not  a  civil  officer,  but  did  not  pass  on  the  other  point.  lu  the  other 
case,  the  Senate  decided,  37  votes  to  29,  that  the  accused  was  still 
subject  to  trial,  although  now  a  private  citijcn.  The  final  vote  stood, 
guilty  37,  not  guilty  25.  There  was  no  doubt  that  Belknap  had 
been  guilty  of  the  offenses  charged,  but  the  minority  voted  No  ou 
the  ground  that  the  Senate  had  no  jurisdiction  in  snch  a  case. 

NOTE.— The  process  called  Impeachment  originated  in  England,  wbere  the 

in  the  Unltedstalea.  Not  officera  alone,  tut  all  subjectaof  the  Crown  may  he  im- 
peached. The  King,  however,  is  not  impeachahle,  the  theory  being  that  he  can  do 
nowroiig.and  that  responsibility  for  hisactsatUche.^oniytohismmlatcrs.  Punish- 
ment may  extend  to  fine,  imprisonment,  banbhment,  and  even  death,  bs  well  as 
to  removal  from  olHcc.  The  use  of  the  power  in  many  English  cases  now  seems 
.  and  insome  absurd.    There  hasbecn  nocase  ofitnpeachment  in  England 


adduced  shon 


B  that 


eiecntivca 


d  misdemeanors  beyond 


ill  proscculi 


raordinsry 


n  the  United  Stales,  when 

durta  or  law  than  in  England.  Ih 
air  T.  E.  May  thus  speats  for  England ; 

"Impeachment  by  the  Commons  forhlghci 
the  reach  ot  the  law,  or  which  no  other  authority  !a  the  1 
saleguitd  of  public  liberty  well  worthy  ofa  f  reecojntry,  and  ol  so 
tntion  as  a  free  Parliament;  but  happily  in  modem  times  this 
judicature  is  mrely  called  into  activitj'.    The  timea  in  which  it 

.hose  in  which  the  people  were  Jealous  of  the  Crown  ;  when  the  Par- 

ilead  of  vindicating  the  taw,  tlie  Crown  and  lis  officers  resisted  its 
1  screened  political  olTendcrB  from  justice  ibut  the  llmitaliona  ol 
prerogative,  the  immediate  responsibility  of  the  ministers  of  the  Crown  to  Parlia- 
ment, the  vigilance  and  activity  of  that  t>ody  in  scrutinizing  the  actions  of  public 
1,  the  iettled  administration  ct  the  law,  and  the  direct  influence  of  Parliament 
ts  of  justice,  which  are  at  Ihesame  time  independent  of  the  Crown,  have 
cnted  the  consummation  of  those  Crimea  which  impeachments  were  designed 
.  The  Crown  is  Intrusted  by  the  constitution  with  the  prosecution  of 
alloOenses  i  there  are  few  which  the  lawconnot  punish  ;  anl  if  the  esecutive  offl- 
le  negligent  or  corrupt,  they  are  directly  amenable  lo  public 
opinion,  and  lo  the  censure  of  Parliament."— fli^/iaiMMtarv/ViK/itc,  p.  733. 
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CHAPTER  XXri. 

THE  POWERS  OF  THE  SEPARATE  HOUSES. 

Article  I. 

Section  5,  Clause  i. — Eacb  House  sliall  be  tlie  judge  of  the  elec- 
tions, returns,  anii  qualificatious  of  its  uwu  members,  and  a  majority 
of  each  ^ball  constitute  a.  quurum  to  do  business  ;  but  a  smaller  iium- 
bermay  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  may  be  authorized  to  compel 
the  attendance  of  abseut  members,  iu  such  manner,  and  under  such 
penalties  as  each  House  may  provide. 

312.  The  Houses  Judges,  Etc. — A  house  of  legisla- 
tion to  be  a  really  indepeudeut  body,  must  know  that  the 
persons  claiming  membership  have  been  duly  elected  and 
that  they  are  duly  qualified.  Hence  it  must  be  the  judge 
of  those  matters.  Both  Houses  have  rejected  men  duly 
elected  because  they  were  disqualified,  and  contested  elec- 
tions have  been  numerous,  particularly  in  the  House  of 
Representatives.  For  example,  at  the  opening  of  the  Fifty- 
first  Congress  there  were  seventeen  such  cases  in  that  body. 

313.  Contests  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  — The  State 
authorities  conduct  all  electi.jusof  Represeutativcs,  under  the  laws 
of  the  Slate  and  Congress.  They  canvasiS  the  votes  and  decide  what 
persons  are  elected.  The  Governor  gives  the  Represi^utative  his  cer- 
tificate of  election.  The  Clerk  of  the  next  preceding  House  makes  a 
roll  of  the  members-elect  before  the  House  meets,  placing  thereon 
only  the  uames  of  those  persons  whose  certificates  shov  that  they 
have  been  regularly  elected.  Any  person  whose  name  is  on  this  roll 
may  take  part  in  organizing  the  House ;  hut  it  is  slill  open  to  the 
House  to  inquire  into  his  right  to  a  seat.  If  a  contestant  appears  to 
deny  the  right  of  such  person,  all  the  papers  relating  to  the  case 
required  by  law  are  referred  by  the  Clerk  to  the  House,  and  then  by 
the  House  to  its  Committee  ou  Elections.  These  papers  are  some- 
times very  voluminous,  as  the  law  gives  detailed  directions  for  con- 
ducting such  contests  :  the  serving  of  notice  by  the  contestant  upon 
the  person  declared  elected,  and  the  answer  of  such  person  ;  the  tak- 
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ing  of  depositions  relating  to  irregularities  in  elections  at  any  pre- 
cinct, and  forwarding  theui  to  the  beat  of  goverument.  The  expense 
of  taking  testimony  is  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  House, 
except  the  personal  expenses  of  the  parties.  The  Committee  on 
Elections  investigates  the  case,  not  taking  new  tesiimouy,  however, 
and  reports  its  conclusions  to  the  House.  The  House  decides  tbat 
one,  orthe  other,  or  neither  of  the  parties  ia  elected;  iii  the  latter 
case  declaring  the  seat  vacant.  From  Ihis  decision  there  is  no  ap- 
peal. If  a  vacancy  is  declared,  a  new  election  must  be  held  under 
clause  4,  section  3  of  this  Article. 

As  neither  tile  lawuor  the  rules  of  the  Senate  make  anyprovisiou 
for  contested  Seaatorships,  contests  there  lie  within  much  narrower 
compass.  The  questioa  is  not  commonly  between  two  men  ;  it  is 
generally  whether  the  siuK'e  claimant  has  been  duly  elected,  and 
this  is  an  inquiry  into  forms  and  records. 

314,  Quorums.— Forty  members  make  a  quorum  in 
the  Hou.se  of  Commons,  although  it  consists  of  670  mem- 
bers. While  the  Constitutioa  rtquires  a  majority  in  each 
House  of  Congress,  it  gives  a  smaller  number  power  to  ad- 
journ from  day  to  day,  and  to  compel  the  attendance  of 
absent  members.  In  the  House  of  Representatives,  snch 
number  is  fixed  at  fifteen  ;  in  the  Senate,  no  particularnum- 
ber  is  named. 

315.  Counting  a  Quoriun. — The  practice  having  grown  up  in  the 
Houte  of  Ri-prescuiaiivLS  for  members  to  abstain  from  voting  on  cer- 
tain questions,  hoping  thn*  to  defeat,  or  at  kast  10  delay  them,  by 
breaking  up  the  qiiorum  as  shown  by  the  roll-call,  that  body  adopted 
at  the  first  session  of  the  Fitty-Grst  Congress,  after  a  severe  party 
struggle,  the  following  ride  :  "  On  the  demand  cf  any  member,  or  at 
the  suggestion  of  the  Speaker,  the  names  of  members  sufEcienl  to 
make  a  quorum  in  the  hall  of  the  House  who  do  not  vole,  bhall  be 
noted  by  the  Clerk  and  recorded  in  the  Journal,  and  reported  lo  the 
Speaker  with  the  names  of  the  members  voting,  and  b^-  counted  and 
announced  iu  determining  the  presence  of  a  quorum  lo  do  business.'' 
The  Fifty-third  Co'igress  adopted  a  similar  rule,  but  it  put  the 
counting  of  members  not  voting,  who  were  present,  iu  the  bands  of 
two  tellers  named  by  the  Speaker,  one  from  each  side  of  ihe  pending 
question  if  practicable,  rather  than  in  the  hands  of  the  Speaker  him- 
self. 

316.  PoTwcr  to  Compel  Attendance. — This  power  is 
essential  to  an  efficient  house  of  legislation.     Otherwis' 
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days,  and  even  weeks,  might  pass  without  its  being  able  to 
transact  any  business  whatever,  and  particularly  when  a 
majority  is  required  to  form  a  quorum.  In  one  instance 
more  than  two  months  elapsed  without  a  quorum  being 
present  in  the  Old  Congress,  and  once  Rhode  Island  broke 
the  quorum  by  recalling  her  delegates,  in  order  to  defeat 
legislation  to  which  she  was  opposed. 

317.  A  Call  of  the  House.— Whether  a  quorum  is  present  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  at  auj  time,  is  ascertained  either  hy  call- 
ing the  roll  or  by  the  Speaker's  couut.  If  a  quorum  is  wanting, 
nothing  can  be  done  but  to  adjoutn,  or  to  proceed  to  a  call  of  the 
house.  Ill  the  latter  case,  the  doors  of  the  chamber  are  closed,  the 
names  of  absent  members  are  called  over,  and  the  Sergeant-at-arms 
is  furnished  with  a  list  of  all  absentees  for  whom  reasonable  excuses 
are  not  made.  Then  the  Sergeant-at-arms  sends  messengers,  with 
warrants  signed  by  the  Speaker  and  Clerk,  to  arrest  and  bring  to  the 
House  the  members  whose  names  are  on  the  list.  This  is  taking 
them  into  custody,  from  which  they  must  be  regularly  discharged 
before  they  can  take  their  seats.  On  the  appearance  of  a  quorum,  all 
fuither  proceedings  under  the  call  of  the  House  are  commonly  dis- 
pensed with,  and  business  goes  on  as  before. 

In  the  Senate  the  procedure  is  less  complicated  ;  if  it  appears  on 
the  call  of  the  roll  for  such  purpose  that  there  is  no  quorum,  a 
majority  of  the  Senators  present  may  direct  the  Sergeant-at-arms  to 
request,  and  when  necessary  to  compel,  the  attendance  of  the  absent 
Senators.     In  the  interval,  no  business  is  in  order  escept  to  adjourn. 

Section  5,  Clause  2. — Each  House  may  determine  the  rules  of  its 
proceedings,  punish  its  members  for  disorderly  behavior,  and,  with 
the  concurrence  of  two-thirds,  expel  a  member. 

318.  Power  to  Make  Rules,  Etc.— That  each  House 
should  have  the  power  to  make  its  own  rules,  is  obvious. 
The  Senate  rules  continue  in  force  until  changed  ;  but  each 
House  of  Representatives,  since  it  is  a  new  body,  makes  its 
own  rules.  It  is  usual  for  a  House  at  first  to  adopt  the 
rules  of  the  last  one,  in  part  or  whole,  until  others  are 
adopted.  Experience  has  shown  what  rules  are  needed, 
and  the  House  rules  change  but  slowly.  Until  the  House 
adopts  rules,  business  proceeds  under  the  common  parlia- 
mentary law.     Each  House  has  its  own  committee  on  rules. 
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All  rules  of  proceeding  in  deliberative  bodies  iu  English -speaking 
countries  are  based  on  the  Law  of  Parliament.  This  I,aw  consists 
of  the  customs,  precedents,  and  rules  that  govern  the  transaction  of 
business  in  Parliament,  and  is  the  growth  of  centuries.  Many  of 
these  rules  are  inapplicable  in  the  American  Congress,  while  other 
rules  are  required.  Moreover,  owing  to  the  different  constitution  of 
the  Seuate  aud  the  House,  the  difference  in  the  size  of  the  two 
bodies,  aud  their  partially  different  duties,  they  require  different 
rules  of  proceeding.  Speeches  in  the  Senate  are  not  limited  in 
length  by  any  rule,  but  in  the  House  they  cannot  exceed  au  hour 
without  special  permission.  The  House  rules  authorize  the  previous 
question  (or  closure),  whereby  debate  can  he  terminated  and  a  vote 
on  the  main  question  be  brought  on  ;  but  this  motion  the  Senate 
rales  do  not  permit. 

319.  Punishment  and  Expulsion. — Senators  and 
Representatives  are  punished  or  expelled  for  conduct  unbe- 
coming their  official  character.  For  example,  Jesse  D. 
Bright,  Senator  from  Indiana,  was  expelled  from  the  Sen- 
ate, in  1863,  for  having,  in  a  private  letter,  afterwards 
published,  expressed  sympathy  with  the  Rebellion.  The 
House  has  exercised  also  its  power  to  punish  and  expel  in 
repeated  ca.ses,  and  in  1842  it  reprimanded  Joshua  R.  Gid- 
dings,  of  Ohio,  for  introducing  certain  resolutions  in  respect 
to  slavery.  While  the  power  of  expulsion  is  very  properly 
conferred  upon  the  Houses,  the  rule  requiring  a  two-thirds 
vote  for  that  purpose  is  obviously  a  wise  one. 

Section  5,  Clause  3, — Each  House  shall  keep  a  Journal  of  its  pro- 
ceedings, and  from  time  to  time  publish  the  same,  excepting  such 
parts  as  may  in  their  judgment  require  secrecy;  and  the  yeas  aud 
nays  of  the  members  of  either  House  on  any  question  shall,  at  the 
desire  of  one-fifth  of  those  present,  he  entered  on  the  Journal. 

320.  Modes  of  Voting. — The  House  of  Representa- 
tives votes  in  several  different  ways.  The  most  common 
way  is  viva  voce,  the  presiding  officer  deciding  the  vote  bj' 
the  sound.  If  he  is  in  doubt,  he  asks  the  member.s  to  rise 
while  he  counts  them.  If  his  decision  is  questioned,  he 
appoints  two  tellers,  or  "coirnters,"  who  count  members 
as  they  pas,5  between  the  tellers,  and  announce  to  him, 
and  he  to  the  House,  the  result.     This  is  called  a  division. 


I 


When  the  vote  is  by  yeas  and  nays,  the  Clerk  calls  the  roll, 
and  records  after  each  inau'siiame  "yea,"  "uay,"  "absent" 
or  "  not  voting."  The  object  of  entering  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  the  Journal  is  to  inform  the  public  how  their  repre- 
sentatives vote  on  questions.  As  the  expression  is,  ' '  it  puts 
a  man  on  the  record,"  which  the  other  methods  of  voting 
do  not  do. 

On  any  important  question,  at  least  if  there  is  a  divided  opinion, 
the  roll  is  pretty  certain  to  be  called  ;  and  the  Constitution  expressly 
requires  it  when  a  vetoed  bill  is  put  upon  its  passage.  The  House 
Toles  by  ballot  when  it  elects  the  President.  The  rules  of  the  Senate 
recognize  no  vote  but  that  by  yeas  and  navs.  Members  of  Lbe  House 
of  Lonls  vote  "content"  and  "  not  content '"  on  the  call  of  t!ie  roll ; 
the  House  of  Commous  divides,  the  members  going  into  the  lobby, 
where  they  are  counted. 

321.  Dilatory  Motions. ^Members  who  are  opposed  to  a  pending 
measure  on  which  a  vote  is  about  to  be  taken,  in  order  to  defeat  it  by 
delay,  when  they  cannot  by  voting,  sometimes  make  dilatory  mo- 
tions, as  to  adjourn,  and  to  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  every  ques- 
tion, with  a  view  of  using  up  tlietime^nd  forcing  au  adjournment. 
This  is  popularly  called  "  filibustering."  The  Constitution  has  there- 
fore wisely  provided  that  the  demand  for  the  yeas  and  nays  must  be 
supported  by  one  fifth  of  the  members  present.  In  the  Old  Con- 
gress one  member  could  make  this  call. 

Section  4,  Clause  4.— Neither  House,  during  the  session  of  Con- 
gress, shall,  vitliout  the  consent  of  the  other,  adjourn  for  more  than 
thri  e  days,  nor  to  any  other  place  than  that  in  which  the  tiro  Houses 
shall  be  sitting. 

332.  Adjournment. — This  clause  prevents  those  inter- 
ruptions of  business,  and  that  friction  between  the  Houses, 
which  would  eustie  provided  either  House  should  adjourn 
to  such  place  and  for  such  time  as  it  pleased.  The  two 
Houses  can,  however,  adjotirn  to  another  place  than  the 
Seat  of  Government ;  and  the  President  is  by  law  author- 
ized, whenever  Congress  is  about  to  convene,  and  he  thinks 
life  or  health  would  be  hazarded  by  meeting  at  the  Capital, 
owing  to  contagion,  or  other  circumstances,  to  convene  it 
by  proclamation  at  some  other  place. 

323.  Power  to  Punish  for  Contempt,— A  legislative  body  has  the 
right,  and  is  in  duty  bound,  to  conduct  proper  investigations  into 


THE  POWERS  OF  THE  SEPARATE  HOUSES.  i8l 

the  conduct  of  public  affairs.  It  may  call  witnesses  to  its  bar,  or  it 
may  appoint  an  investigating  committee,  giving  to  it  power  to  send 
for  persons  and  papers.  For  mdny  years  both  Houses  of  Congress 
had  been  in  the  habit  of  punishing  witnesses  for  contempt  who 
refused  to  answer  questions  put  to  them  on  such  investigations, 
sometimes  even  sending  them  to  jail.  In  the  celebrated  case  of  Kil- 
bourn  v.  Thompson,*  the  Supreme  Court  held  that,  although  the 
House  of  Representatives  can  punish  its  own  members  for  disorderly 
conduct,  or  for  failure  to  attend  its  sessions,  can  decide  cases  of  con- 
tested elections,  determine  the  qualifications  of  its  members,  exer- 
cise the  sole  power  of  impeachment  of  officers  of  the  Government, 
and  may,  when  the  examination  of  witnesses  is  necessary  to  the  per- 
formance of  these  duties,  fine  or  imprison  a  contumacious  witness — 
there  is  not  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  any  general 
power  in  either  House  to  punish  for  contempt.  Neither  House  has 
authority  to  extend  such  an  inquiry  into  the  private  affairs  of  the 
citizen.  Kilboum  had  been  committed  to  jail  by  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  refusing  to  answer  questions  addressed  to  him  relat- 
ing to  his  private  business.  The  decision  referred  to  was  rendered 
in  habeas  corpus  proceedings  which  gave  him  his  liberty. 

1 103  U.  S.  Reports,  168. 


CHAPTER  XXni. 

RIGHTS  OF  SENATORS  AND  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Artjclb  I. 

Section  6,  Clause  i. — The  Senators  and  Representatives  shall  re- 
ceive a  compensation  for  their  services,  to  be  ascertained  by  law,  and 
paid  out  of  the  treaaury  of  the  United  States.  They  shall  in  all 
cases,  except  treason,  felowy,  and  breach  of  the  peace,  be  privileged 
from  arrest  during  their  attendance  at  the  session  of  their  rtspective 
Houses,  and  iu  going  lo  and  returning  from  the  same  ;  nnd  for  any 
speech  or  debate  in  either  House,  they  shall  not  be  questioned  iu  any 
other  place. 

324.  Members  of  Congress  to  be  Paid. — Members 
of  Parliament  receive  no  compensation  whatever.  The  two 
main  objections  to  such  a  practice  are,  that  the  state  has  no 
more  right  to  demand  the  services  of  citizens  than  to  de- 
mand their  property,  without  a  just  compensation,  and  that 
it  tends  to  exclude  poor  men  from  the  legislature.  Hence 
the  Federal  Convention  agreed  that  members  of  Congress 
should  be  paid.  Still,  it  was  urged  by  some  distinguished 
members,  as  General  Pinckney  and  Dr.  Franklin,  that  Sen- 
ators, since  they  would  represent  the  wealth  of  the  country, 
should  be  denied  compensation,  and  such  a  proposition  re- 
ceived the  votes  of  five  States. 

325.  National  Payment. —  A  question  much  more 
earnestly  contested  was,  how  payment  should  be  made. 
Some  members  contended  that  the  members  of  the  new  Con- 
gress, like  the  members  of  the  old  one,  and  especially  Sena- 
tors, should  be  paid  by  the  States.  Men  tended  to  divide  on 
this  question  as  they  divided  on  the  question  of  the  nature 
of  the  government  to  be  constituted.     The  arguments  of 
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those  who  contended  for  National  payment  were,  that  it 

was  unjust  to  ask  the  Slates  to  pay  for  services  rendered  to 
the  Nation  ;  that  the  several  States  would  compensate  their 
members  at  different  rates,  thus  begetting  jealousy  and 
heart-burning ;  and  that  some  of  the  States  might  make  the 
pay  so  low  as  to  substitute  for  the  question,  "  Who  is  most 
fit  to  be  chosen?"  "Who  is  most  willing  to  serve?" 
Furthermore,  Mr.  Madison  said  State  payment  would  pre- 
vent that  very  stability  in  the  Government  which  they  were 
seeking  to  gain ;  Senators  would  become  the  mere  agents 
of  Slate  interests  and  views,  instead  of  being  impartial 
guardians  of  the  public  good.  Mr.  Hamilton  presented  the 
same  argument  in  the  tersest  form  :  "  Those  who  pay  are 
the  masters  of  those  who  are  paid."  These  arguments 
were  decisive  of  the  source  of  payment. 

326.  Compensation  Left  to  Congress.— Still  another 
question  was,  whether  the  amount  of  the  compensation 
should  be  fixed  in  the  Constitution  or  be  left  to  Congress. 
On  the  one  hand,  it  was  urged  that  the  pay  would  need  to 
be  changed  from  time  to  time,  and  that  it  would  be  difiicult 
'  or  impossible  to  amend  the  Constitution  ;  and  on  the  other 
hand,  that  Congress  would  be  likely  to  abuse  the  power.  It 
was  also  proposed  that  Congress  should  fix  the  compensa- 
tion only  once  in  twelve  years.  The  matter  was  finally  left 
to  the  law-making  power. ^ 

327.  Retroactive  Compensation.— Each  Cougres3  has  absolute 
power  over  its  owa  pay,  subject  to  the  Presideutial  veto.  In  every 
caseof  change,  no  matter  when  made,  it  has  had  effect  from  tbehegin- 
uiug  of  the  Congress  making  it.  In  other  words,  every  law  has  beeu 
retroactive.  The  law  of  March  iS,  1816,  reached  hack  to  March  4, 
1815  ;  the  law  of  August  16,  1856,  to  March  4,  1S55  ;  the  law  of  March 
3,  1873,  to  March  4,  1871,  or  two  full  years.  The  laws  of  1816  and 
1873  provoked  severe  criticism  tliroughout  the  country.  It  was  the 
popular  opinion  that  the  increased  compensation  « 
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that  the  retroactive  feature,  altbongb  constitutional,  was  improper 
and  incompatible  with  the  character  of  Congress.  In  both  cases  the 
ensuing  Congress  hastened  to  repeal  the  obnoxious  legislation.' 

328.  Exemption  from  Arrest. — The  exemption  of 
Senators  and  Representatives  from  arrest,  to  the  extent 
defined,  is  necessary  to  the  proper  representation  of  the 
people  and  to  the  independence  of  Congress.  If  a  member 
of  either  House  could  be  arrested  and  detained  on  any 
charge  for  which  the  common  citizen  is  liable  to  arrest,  his 
constituents  might  be  deprived  of  his  services.  But  mani- 
festly this  exemption  should  not  cover  the  grave  offenses 
enumerated:  treason,  bribery,  and  breach  of  the  peace. 
The  exemption  does  not  extend  to  vacations  between  ses- 
sions ;  but  a  member  happening  to  be  in  custody  must  be 
discharged,  save  in  the  enumerated  cases,  in  time  to  allow 
him  to  reach  the  Capital  at  the  opening  of  a  session. 

3ag.  Not  to  be  Questioned.— The  clause  "they  shall 
not  be  questioned  in  any  other  place."  means  they  shall  not 
be  held  responsible  out  of  Congres?  for  words  spoken  in 
Congress.  This  rule  is  as  essential  to  freedom  of  debate 
as  the  former  one  isto  the  freedom  of  representation.  How-  - 
ever,  just  how  far  this  privilege  extends  is  doubtful.  In 
Euglaud  it  does  not  extend  to  a  speech  made  in  Parliament 
and  published  by  its  author,  and  a  member  may  be  prose- 
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ciited  for  libelous  matter  contained  in  sucli  speech.  Judge 
Cooley  thinks  that,  in  this  country,  where  all  debates  in 
Congress  are  pnhlished  by  law,  the  privilege  must  also 
cover  the  publication.'  The  rule  is  confined  strictly  to 
what  is  said  in  the  House  or  in  committee,  in  the  discbarge 
of  legislative  duty;  the  words  "speech  or  debate"  cover 
whatever  is  said  or  done  in  the  transaction  of  public  busi- 


Section  6,  Clause  2. — No  Seuator  or  Representative  sball,  <]u"ng 
the  lime  for  which  he  was  electeJ,  be  appointed  to  aay  civil  office 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  Slates  which  shall  have  been  cre- 
ated, or  the  etnolumenta  whereof  shall  have  heeo  inercHsed  during 
Buch  time;  and  uo  person  holding  any  office  under  the  United 
States  shall  be  a  member  of  either  House  during  his  continuance  in 

330.  Reason  of  the  Rule. — The  President  is  often 
interested  iu  seeing  certain  measures  become  laws  ;  and  if 
he  had  the  power  to  make  such  appointments  as  are  here 
forbidden,  he  might  make  them,  or  promise  to  make  them, 
for  the  purpose  of  inducing  members  to  vote  for  .such  meas- 
ures. Further,  he  might  aid  iu  creating  new  offices,  or  in 
increasing  the  salaries  of  old  ones,  for  the  sake  of  corrupting 
members  with  them.  The  clause  tends  to  prevent  bargains 
and  understandings  between  the  Executive  and  members  of 
Congresb,  and  so  to  keep  the  two  branches  practically  sepa- 
rate and  distinct.  At  the  same  ti'ne,  a  Senator  or  Repre- 
sentative may,  immediately  on  the  expiration  of  the  term 
'  for  which  he  was  elected,  receive  such  an  appointment; 
r  he  may,  while  serving,  be  appointed  to  an  office  created" 
before  his  election,  if  he  resigns  his  seat. 
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stand  long  in  the  fkce  of  a  hostile  majority  in  the  House  of  Commons.  Indeed,  the 
Ministry  has  been  called,  not  unaptly,  a  Committee  of  that  House.  This  system, 
which  has  grown  up  since  the  time  of  Queen  Anne,  is  essential  to  the  very  exist- 
ence of  government  as  now  carried  on  in  the  United  Kingdom.  It  has  been  pro- 
posed to  admit  the  heads  of  our  Executive  Departments  to  the  floors  of  Congress 
for  the  purpose  of  discussion  when  measures  relating  to  their  own  departments  are 
under  debate.  Bills  or  resolutions  involving  that  plan  have  been  before  both  the 
Senate  and  the  House  of  Representatives  at  different  times,  but  no  action  has  been 
had  in  either  body.  Neither  has  the  proposition  ever  received  the  public  approval 
nor  attracted  much  public  notice.— Bagehot,  The  English  Constitution  ;  Wilson, 
Congressional  Government ;  Piske,  The  Critical  Period  in  American  History ; 
Bryce,  American  Commonwealth^  Chaps.  IX.-XVI.  ;  Article  on  Ministry  in  Lalor's 
Cyclopaedia.  See  also  a  speech  by  President  Garfield,  Cabinet  Officers  in  Con- 
gressy  Works,  Vol.  I.,  p.  6i. 
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Section  7,  Clause  i.— AU  bills  for  raising  revenue  shall  originate 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  ;  but  the  Senate  may  propose  or 
concurwith  amendments  as  on  other  bills. 

331.  Controversy  over  the  Clause.  ^Perhaps  no 
clause  of  the  Constitution  was  more  seriously  contested 
than  this  one.  At  first  the  Convention  gave  the  exclusive 
power  of  originating  revenue  bills  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives as  a  compensation  to  the  large  States  for  conced- 
ing equal  representation  in  the  Senate  to  the  small  ones. 
Then  the  clause  was  thrown  out,  "  thereby  nearly  unhing- 
ing the  whole  plan,"  as  one  of  the  members  put  it.  Later 
it  was  restored  as  a  concession  to  the  large  States  for  yield- 
ing to  the  Senate  the  right  to  ratify  treaties  and  the  power 
to  try  impeachments.  Still,  one  hundred  years  have  not 
settled  the  extent  of  the  right  conceded  to  the  House. 

332.  Bills  for  Raising  Revenue.  —  What  are  bills 
for  raising  revenue  in  the  sense  of  the  Con.stitution  ?  It  is 
clear  that  the  language  does  not  include  appropriation  bills 
and  that  it  is  limited  to  taxation.  But  does  it  include  bills 
to  diminish  or  repeal  taxes,  as  well  as  bills  to  increase  or 
create  them?  On  the  one  hand,  it  is  contended  that  a  bill 
to  repeal  or  reduce  taxes  is  not  a  bill  to  raise  revenue  ;  on 
the  other  hand,  it  is  replied  that  repealing  or  reducing  taxes 
cannot  be  separated  from  levying  taxes,  since  the  abolition 
or  repeal  of  one  tax  may  render  the  increase  or  creation  of 
another  one  necessary,  or  even  demand  the  recasting  of  a 
whole  revenue  system.  These  may  be  called  the  Senate 
and  the  House  views  respectively,  and  each  party  maintains 
that  history  is  on  its  side. 
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333.     The  Origination  of  Money  Bills. — The  House 

has,  at  difft-rent  times,  returned  to  the  Senate,  or  refused  to 
consider,  bills  that  the  Senate  had  originated,  on  the  ground 
that  they  were  infractions  of  this  clause.  In  1871  the  Sen- 
ate passed  a  bill  repealing  an  act  extending  the  income 
tax,  which  the  House  returned  as  such  infraction.  Confer- 
ence committees  were  appointed  to  adjust  the  difference, 
but  the  committees  could  not  agree.  The  House  commit- 
tee maintained  that  the  House  has  the  right  to  originate 
all  bills  relating  directly  to  taxation,  including  bills  impos- 
ing or  remitting  taxes;  the  Senate  committee  maintained 
that  the  Senate  may  originate  bills  repealing  laws  or  por- 
tions of  laws  imposing  taxes,  even  if  the  repeal  render 
necessary  the  imposition  of  other  taxes.  In  1872  the  Sen- 
ate substituted  for  a  House  bill  to  repeal  existing  taxes  on 
tea  and  coffee,  a  bill  containing  a  general  revision  of  the 
laws  imposing  customs-duties  and  internal  taxes.  The 
House  laid  it  on  the  table.  The  Senate  adopted  a  report 
declaring,  in  effect,  that  it  had  no  right  to  engraft  on  this 
particular  House  bill  the  substitute  that  it  had  adopted, 
but  the  House  took  no  further  notice  of  the  matter.  Again, 
in  the  session  of  i888-8g,  the  House  passed  a  bill  to  reduce 
taxation  and  simplify  the  revenue  collection  laws  ;  the  Sen- 
ate, under  the  form  of  an  amendment,  substituted  a  bill 
revising  in  a  general  way  customs- duties  and  internal 
taxes  ;  the  House  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means  reported 
a  resolution  declaring  this  unconstitutional,  but  the  House 
never  acted  on  the  resolution. 

While  it  is  agreed  that  appropriation  bills  are  not  bills  for  raising 
revenae,  still  the  practice  has  been  for  the  House  to  originate  them. 
The  House  has  commonly  laid  on  the  table  such  bills  coining  from 
the  Senate,  President  Garfield  said  iu  1S71  ;  "  L'p  to  this  time  no 
general  appropriation  bill  whicb  originated  in  the  Senate  ever  be- 
came a  law.'"  The  practice  still  is  for  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  originate  the  general  appropriation  bills,  but  less  stress  is  laid  upon 
the  privilege  tlian  formally.  Each  House  has  a  Committee  on  Ways 
and  Means  and  on  Appropriations. 


1  Bee  bia  speech  la  H.  R., 


V  Kii£hlla  Origin. 
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334.     Reason  of  the  Rule  in  the  United  States. — 

Naturally,  when  it  was  delermined  that  representation  in 
the  Senate  should  be  equal,  aud  iii  the  House  according  to 
numbers,  the  large  States  insisted  upon  inserting  a  rule  in 
regard  to  money  bills  in  the  Constitution.  In  no  other 
way,  they  said,  could  tlieir  property  be  protected  against 
unfair  taxation.  The  value  of  this  concession  was  greatly 
overestimated  by  the  large  States  ;  and  this  overestimate 
was  due  to  a  mistaken  belief  that  the  American  Senate  aud 
House  of  Representatives  stand  in  the  same  relation  to  the 
American  people  that  the  Houses  of  Lords  aud  of  Commons 
stand  to  the  English  people.' 

Section  7,  Clause  2. — Every  bill  which  ahall  have  passed  tile 
House  of  Representatives  and  the  Senate,  shall,  before  it  become  a 
law,  be  presented  to  the  Presideutof  the  United  States;  if  he  approve 
he  shall  sign  it,  bin  if  not  he  shall  return  it,  with  hia  objections,  to 
that  House  in  which  it  shall  h^ve  originated,  who  shall  enter  the  ob- 
jections at  large  on  their  Journal,  and  proceed  to  reconsider  it.  If, 
after  such  reconsideration  two-thirds  of  that  House  shall  agree  to 
pass  the  bill,  it  shall  be  seut,  together  with  the  objections,  to  the 
other  House,  by  which  it  shall  likewise  be  reconsidered,  and  if  ap- 
proved by  two-thirds  of  that  House,  it  ahall  become  a  !hw.  But  in  all 
snch  cases  the  votes  ot  both  Houses  shall  be  determined  by  yeaa  and 
nays,  and  the  names  of  the  persons  voting  for  and  against  the  bill 
shall  be  entered  on  the  Journal  of  each  House  respectively.  If  any 
bill  shall  not  be  returned  by  the  President  within  ten  days  (Sundays 
excepted)  after  it  shall  have  been  presented  to  him,  the  same  shall  be 
a  law,  in  like  manner  as  if  he  had  signed  it,  unless  the  Congress  by 
their  adjournment  prevent  its  return,  in  which  case  it  shall  not  be  a 


335.     Reason  for  the  Veto  Power. — -The  argument 
by  which  this  grant  of  power,  popularly  called  the  veto,  is 
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defended,  is  the  familiar  one  of  checks  and  balances.  Con- 
gress is  liable  to  pass  bills  that  ought  not  to  become  laws  ; 
the  President's  negative  may  defeat  them,  or  effect  modifi- 
cations ;  at  all  events,  they  ougut  not  to  become  laws  un- 
less they  secure  a  two-thirds  vote  of  both  Houses.  Nor  is 
it  easy  to  pass  a  law  over  the  veto.  He  sends  his  objec- 
tions to  the  House  in  which  the  bill  originated,  where  they 
are  entered  in  full  on  the  Jourual.  The  vote  is  by  yeas  and 
nays,  and  must  also  be  entered  on  the  Journal.  If  the  bill 
fails  to  receive  two-thirds  of  the  vote  given,  the  matter  goes 
no  farther ;  but  if  it  receive  that  vote,  then  it  goes  to  the 
other  House,  where  it  must  pass  the  same  ordeal. 

336.  Effects  of  a  Refusal  to  Sign. — Sometimes  the 
President  neither  signs  nor  vetoes  a  bill,  when  it  becomes  a 
law  without  his  signature  on  the  expiration  of  ten  days 
(Sundays  not  included),  unless  Congress  sooner  adjourns. 
By  simply  retaining  it,  the  President  can  defeat  any  bill 
that  comes  to  him  within  ten  days  of  the  close  of  the  ses- 
sion. He  is  popularly  said,  in  this  case,  to  "  pocket  "  the 
bill  or  to  give  it  a  "  pocket  veto. ' '  This  silent  veto  is  ab- 
solute, and  important  measures  have  been  defeated  in  this 
way.  Hence  there  are  three  ways,  so  far  as  the  President 
is  coucprned,  in  which  a  bill  may  become  a  law. 

X  337.  The  Veto  in  the  Convention.— The  Colonial  Governors,  save 
those  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island  irho  had  no  such  power,  used 
the  veto  vigorously.  The  Declaration  of  Independence  charged  the 
King  with  ' '  refusing  his  assent  to  laws  the  most  wholesome  and  Dec 
essary  for  the  public  good,"  and  with  "  forbiddiug  his  goveruors  ti, 
pass  laws  of  immediate  and  pressing  importance,"  etc.  Naturally, 
the  people  were  fearful  of  such  a  dangerous  power,  and  Massachusetts 
was  the  only  State  that,  in  its  first  constitution,  gave  its  Executive 
even  a  qualified  veto.  The  whole  subject  was  warmly  debated  in  the 
Convention.  It  was  proposed  to  make  a  council  of  revision,  consist- 
ing of  the  President  and  theSupreme  Judges;  to  make  the  President's 
iiegalive  absolute  ;  aud  to  give  the  National  Government  a  veto  on 
State  legislation.  Finally,  the  moderate  and  necessary  provision  that 
we  are  discussing  was  agreed  to.  Tlit  exercise  of  the  veto  power  has 
often  given  rise  to  mueh  political  controversy,     ^ta  free  use  by  Presi- 
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dent  Jadcson  was  one  cause  of  the  organization  of  the  Whig  party.' 
Nominally  the  British  Crown  has  an  absolute  veto  on  all  bills  passed 
by  Parliament,  but  it  has  not  used  it  lu  a  single  instance  since  1707. 
Section  7,  Clause  3.^Every  order,  resolution,  or  vote  to  which 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  may  be 
necessary  (except  on  a  question  of  adjournment)  shall  he  presented 
to  the  President  of  the  Uaited  States  ;  and  before  the  same  shall  take 
effect,  shall  be  approved  by  him.  or  being  disapproved  by  him,  shall 
be  re-pas3ed  by  two-thirds  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, according  to  the  rnles  and  limitations  prescribed  in  the  case  of 
a  bill. 

338.  Bills,  Orders,  and  Resolutions. — A  bill  is  a 
form  or  draft  of  law  presented  to  a  legislative  body,  but  not 
yet  enacted  into  a  law.  The  enacting  clause  of  a  National 
law  is,  "Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled."  Mr.  Jefferson  thus  distinguishes  between  an 
order  and  a  resolution  :  "When  the  House  commands,  it  is 
by  an  order.  But  facts,  principles,  and  their  own  opinions 
and  purposes  are  expressed  in  the  form  of  resolutions."" 
Joint  resolutions  have  the  resolving  clause,  "  Resolved  by 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives."  Joint  resolu- 
tions are  not  distinguishable  from  bills,  and  are  subject  to 
the  same  rules.  Other  forms  of  resolutions  are  resolutions 
by  the  separate  Houses  and  concurrent  resolutions.  Were 
it  not  for  this  clause,  Congress  might  defeat,  at  least  par- 
tially, the  operation  of  the  preceding  one  by  calling  its  acts 
motions,  votes,  or  resolutions  instead  of  bills. 
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339,  Limitations  of  the  Veto. — In  1794  the  objection  was  made, 
in  ibe  case  of  Holliiigiwotih  v.  Virgin. a,'  that  Amendment  XI.  had 
not  bee'i  c^nstliuiionally  adopud,  because  it  had  uot  been  presented 
to  t;ie  Presilcut  for  his  approval.  The  Altoruej -General  replied 
that  this  had  not  been  done  in  case  of  t!ie  tea  AmenJmeats  previ- 
ously adopted.  He  argued,  also,  tliat  an  amendment  "  is  a  snbstan- 
tive  acl,  unconnected  wiih  the  ordinary  business  of  legislction,  and 
not  within  the  policy  or  terms  of  investing  the  President  with  a  qual- 
ified negative  on  the  acts  and  resolutions  of  Congress."  The  Su- 
preme Court  uuanimouaty  sustained  this  view,  and  declared  the 
Aineudment  a  part  of  the  Constitution.  And  yet,  the  so-called 
"Douglas  Amendment"  was  sent  to  President  Buchanan,  who 
approved  it,  March  2,  1861.  Id  February,  1865,  Congress  sent  to 
the  President  a  joint  resolution  declaring  that  cerlaia  States  were  not 
entitled  to  Presidential  Electors  becante  they  were  then  in  rebellion 
against  the  Government.  President  Lincoln  signed  the  resolution, 
but  sent  to  Congress  a  message  declaring  this  unnecessary,  as  the  two 
Houses  had  esci  usive  authority,  under  the  Constitution,  to  count  the 
Electoral  votes.  In  March,  iS55,  the  Houses  adopted  a  concurrent 
resolution  declaring  that  no  Senator  or  Representative  should  he 
admitted  into  either  branch  of  Congress  from  any  of  the  eleven 
States  then  considered  in  rebellion,  until  Congress  should  have 
declared  such  S'ate  entitled  to  such  representation,  and  this  resolu- 
tion President  Johnson  was  not  asked  to  approve. 

340.  The  Committee  System.— Experience  has  proved  it  to  be 
impDSbihle  for  a  large  legislative  assembly  to  do  businens  efficiently 
without  some  interior  organization  whereby  a.  few  directing  minds 
shall  be  charged  wi.h  the  preparation  and  conduit  of  business,  eithci 
iu  whole  or  in  part.  This  necessity  has  been  met  by  different 
legiilatures  in  different  ways  ;  but  Congress  has  met  it  by  the  ap- 
poiutmi  nt  of  Standing  Committees,  so  called  because  they  are  con- 
stituted accotdiug  to  the  rules  of  the  two  Houses,  and  because  they 
continue  in  charge  of  the  same  general  subjects  for  a  whole  Congnss, 
or  a  period  of  two  years.  The  Seuate  committees  are  immediately 
choseu  by  the  Senators  voting  by  ballot,  but  the  elections  are  practi- 
cally controlled  by  party  caucuses  ;  the  House  committees  are  ap- 
pointtd  by  the  Speaker.  In  either  case  the  man  first  named  on  the 
committee  is  its  cliairmaa.  The  Senate  committees  consist  of  from 
two  to  thirteen  members  each  ;  the  House  committees,  of  from  three 
to  seventeen.  The  committees  originate  some  measures,  and  to  them 
bills  that  are  introduced  by  members  are  referred  on  their  second 
'eadicg,  the  particnlar  committee  designated  beiug  determined  by 
the  natate  of  the  suhjert.     Except  thst  it  may  he  instructed  by  vote 
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of  the  House  to  nbkb  it  belongs,  a  contmittee  does  wbat  it  pleaEes 
with  the  bills  referrtd  to  it,  reporting  Ibem  back  as  introduced,  re- 
porting tbem  back  wilb  ameudutents,  or,  in  most  cases,  pa;ing  no 
attention  to  tbem  whatever.  The  committee  may  hear  the  author  of 
a  bill  ou  its  merits  ;  it  may  take  evidence  r{lati\'e  to  the  matter,  or 
listen  to  arguments  from  citizens  who  are  especially  interested  in  it ; 
it  examines  the  subject  in  its  own  way,  and  declares  its  mind  by  the 
rote  of  its  members.  Frequently  the  bills  that  are  reported  back 
from  committees  are  largely  or  wholly  made  over.  The  rules  are  so 
coustrucled  as  to  place  a  certain  amoviut  of  time  each  session  at  the 
disposal  ofeacli  conimitteL'.  Tliere  are  also  Special  Committees,  ap- 
pointed like  the  regular  ones,  whose  existence  expires  on  the  per- 
formance of  thtir  special  duiies.  la  May.  1892,  the  Senate  had  forty- 
four  standing  commiltees  ;  the  House,  fifty.  Necessarily  some  mem- 
bers' names  appear  on  several  committee  Hits.  In  both  Houses,  and 
particularly  in  the  Lower  one,  the  several  committees  CKcrcise  great 
power  over  the  course  of  legislation.  This  is  especially  true  of  the 
Committee  on  Rules,  which  often  decides  practically  whetber  the 
House  of  Representatives  shall  consider  a  subject  or  not.  The 
Speaker,  who  appoints  the  committees,  and  is  always  a  member  of 
the  Commiltees  on  Rules,  is  clothed  with  an  enormous  influence 
over  law-making  that  lies  wholly  outside  the  pale  of  the  Constitution 
and  the  laws.  I 
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CHAPTER  XXV. 
THE  GENERAL  POWERS  OF  CONGRESS. 


The  preceding  sections  constitute  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress  and  define  some  of  their  separate  powers.  We 
come  now  to  a  particular  enumeration  of  what  are  called 
the  general  powers  of  Congress.  Section  8  of  Article  I. 
is  second  in  importance  to  no  other  section  of  the  Con- 
stitution ;  its  eighteen  clauses  are  the  engine  that  drives 
the  whole  machinery  of  the  Government,  and  without  them 
that  machinery  would  never  have  moved.  Professor  John- 
son has  well  said:  "The  most  solid  and  excellent  work 
done  by  the  Convention  was  its  statement  of  the  powers  of 
Congress  (in  section  8  of  Article  I.),  and  its  definition  of 
the  sphere  of  the  Federal  judiciary  (in  Article  III)."  The 
several  clauses  of  the  section  all  depend  upon  the  declara- 
tion, "  The  Congress  shall  have  power," 
I,    Taxation. 

Section  a,  Clanae  3.— Representatives  and  direct  taxes  shall  be 
apportioned  among  the  several  States  which  may  be  included  within 
this  union,  according  to  their  respective  numbers,  which  shall  be 
determined,  etc. 

Section  8,  Clause  i. — The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  Jay  and 
collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  to  pay  the  debts  and  pro- 
vide for  the  common  defense  and  general  welfare  of  the  United 
States ;  but  all  duties,  imposts,  and  excises  shall  be  uniform  through- 
out the  United  States. 

341.  Necessity  of  this  Power. — The  National  tax- 
ing power  is  very  comprehensive,  and  properly  stands  at 
the  head  of  the  list  of  powers  granted  to  Congress.  Rev- 
enue is  the  life-blood  of  government.  "Without  the  pos- 
1  of  this  power,"  says  Justice  Story,  "the  Consti- 
{194J 
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tution  would  have  long  since,  like  the  Confederation, 
dwindled  down  to  an  empty  pageant.  It  would  have 
become  an  unreal  mockery,  deluding  our  hopes  and  excit- 
ing our  fears.  It  would  have  flitted  before  us  a  moment, 
with  a  pale  and  imperfect  light,  and  then  have  departed 
forever  to  the  land  of  shadows," 

343.  Kinds  of  Taxes. — A  tax  is  a  regular  pecuniary 
charge  imposed  by  government  upon  the  people  for  its 
own  support.  Capricious  and  arbitrary  levies  imposed  by 
a  conqueror  or  tyrant  are  not  proper  taxes.  The  Constitu- 
tion makes  two  kinds  of  taxes,  direct  and  indirect,  although 
the  second  term  is  not  used.'  The  Supreme  Court  has  de- 
cided that  direct  taxes  are  limited  to  poll  or  capitation  taxes 
and  taxes  on  land.'  All  other  taxes,  or  indirect  taxes,  are 
collectively  called  duties,  imposts,  and  excises  without  dis- 
crimination. Direct  taxes,  like  Representatives,  are  appor- 
tioned among  the  States  according  to  their  respective 
numbers  of  population  (Article  I.,  section  2,  clause  3); 
indirect  taxes  must  be  uniform  throughout  the  Union,  I& 
1820  the  Supreme  Court  decided  that  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  levy  and  collect  taxes  is  coextensive  with  the 
National  territory,  but  that  it  is  optional  with  Congress  to 
extend  the  laws  imposing  them  over  the  Territories  and 
District  of  Columbia/ 

343,  Direct  Taxes. — Such  taxes  have  proved  to  be 
much  less  important  than  was  anticipated  in  1787.  The 
tax-gatherer  is  never  a  welcome  visitor,  and  least  of  all 
when  he  pries  closely  into  people's  private  affairs.  Taxes 
on  consumption,  as  on  imports  collected  at  a  seaport,  or  on 
liquors,  tobacco,  etc. ,  collected  at  the  place  of  manufacture, 
have  proved  more  consonant  with  popular  feeling  than 
taxes  paid  at  the  citizen's  own  door.     Consequently,  Con- 

\axea.  doooL  draw  Ilie  Uue  where  Ihe  Coiiatitution  draws  it.  As  deaned  by  them, 
a  direct  tax  i^  one  paid  by  the  peison  on  whom  it  is  Bssesaed,  while  an  iudiree' 
Uxifi  immediately  paid  by  one  person  but  ultimately  paid  b^  another. 

I  Springer  B.  The  Called  States,  iojU.  8.586.  See  paragraph  Mt. 

'toushborough  v.  Blalce,  5  Wheaton,  317, 
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gress  has,  in  the  tn; 
tiou  to  the  Stales. 
Government  have 
1815.   i8i6,   1S61. 


.in,  abandoned  the  field  of  direct  taxa- 
Only  five  times  iu  the  history  of  the 
direct  taxes  heen  levied:  179&,  1813, 
The  several  acts  bearing  these    dates 


have  declared  the  whole  amonnt  to  be  raised  by  the  tax, 
as  $2,000,000  iu  1798  and  $20,000,000  in  1861,  and  have 
apportioned  the  amounts  among  the  States  according  to 
the  constitutional  rule;  they  have  specified  the  property 
on  which  the  tax  shall  be  levied,  and  created  machinery 
for  its  collection.  The  early  acts  placed  the  tax  enslaves 
and  lands,  the  last  one  placed  it  on  lands  alone.  The 
tax  of  1815  (.mbraced  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  that 
of  1861  the  Territories  also.  *  Some  of  these  acts,  as  the 
last  one,  have  offered  the  States  the  option  of  assuming  the 
tax,  coupled  with  a  percentage  for  its  collection.  When 
this  is  done  the  State  levies  and  collects  the  tax  as  it 
pleases.  The  States  that  formed  the  Southern  Confederacy 
did  not  pay  the  tax  of  1861  until  the  close  of  the  War,  and 
not  then  in  full.  In  1891  Congress  refunded  to  the  States, 
Territories,  and  District  of  Columbia  what  they  had  paid. 


I 

I 


The  two  great  sources  of  Natk 
nal  taxes.  For  tlie  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1894,  the  receipts 
from  these  sources  respectively  were  1131,817,530  and  {147,110,232; 
fort'je  previous  year  the  corresponding  amounts  were  ^203, 355,016 
and  (161,027,633.  The  total  revenue  for  1894  was  fcya, 802,498  and 
for  1893  it  was  $461,716,561. 

344.  Duties,  Imposts,  and  Excises. — It  is  impossi- 
ble to  make  close  distinctions  between  these  terms.  The 
words  no  doubt  include  every  form  of  indirect  tax.  Duties 
are  customs  levied  on  imported  goods.  Imposts  are  some- 
times duties,  but  commonly  the  word  is  used  in  a  broader 
sense,  as  synonymous  with  tax.  Excises  are  internal 
taxes,  as  duties  are  external  ones.  The  National  taxes  on 
whisky,  malt  liquors,  and  tobacco  are  all  excises.  It  is 
said  that  the  word  excise  is  not  found  in  the  National  laws, 
and  in  common  speech  internal  taxes,  or  internal  revenue, 
has  taken  its  place.     To  distinguish   between  direct  and 
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indirect  taxts  has  given  rise  to  much  litigation,  and  the 
Supreme  Court  has  decided  that  taxes  oil  carriages,'  on  the 
income  of  corporations,'  and  oil  bank  circulation'  are  not 
direct__laj£es  but  excises. 
^""S^.  Internal  Revenue.  —As  already  stated,  what  the 
"constitution  calls  excises  are  now  called  by  the  name  of  in- 
ternal taxes  or  internal  revenue.  Such  taxes  did  not  cut  a 
prominent  figure  in  our  fiscal  history  previous  to  the  Civil 
War,  From  1791  to  1803  some  excises  were  imposed,  and 
the  Whisky  Insurrection  in  Western  Pennsylvania  grew 
out  of  the  tax  then  levied  on  whisky.  In  1813  the  Gov- 
ernment again  resorted  to  internal  taxes,  but  abandoned 
Ihem  in.  1S17.  The  Civil  War  rendered  them  again  neces- 
sary. In  1861  some  such  taxes  were  levied,  and  the  next 
year  the  Internal  Revenue  Bureau  was  created.  Taxes 
were  imposed  upon  anything  and  everything  that  promised 
to  yield  revenue.  A  high  foreign  authority  said,  "  No  other 
nation  would  have  endured  a  system  of  excise  duties  so 
searching,  so  effective,  so  troublesome."  In  1866  the  re- 
peal of  these  taxes  began,  and  in  1S95  those  on  distilled 
and  fermented  liquors  and  tobacco  are  the  principal  ones 
that  remain.  In  i8oi  the  income  from  this  source  was 
$1,048,000;  in  1816,  $5, 124,000;  in  1866,  $309,226,000.' 

346,     Income  Taxes. — To  meet  the   needs  of   the   Government 

growing  out  of  tlie  Civil  War,  Congress  imposed  iu   1861  a  tax  of  3 

per  cent,  ou  all  incomes  over  fSoo.     It  was  the  first  tax  of  the  kind 

under  the  Constitution.     The  next  year  the  tax  was  made  5  perceut. 

B  less  than  J5,ooo,  with  an  exemption  of  J5oo  and  house 

rent  actually  paid  ;  7)^  per  cent,  oa  incomes  of  {5  ooo  a.:d  not  over 

fia,ooo,  and  10  per  cent,  on  all  incomes  in  exce.'Js  of  t"-e  list  mmed 

jDa;iaa,i7[. 

ce  Co.  V.  Sotle,  7  WaUacc,  433.  See  paragraph  346. 
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In  1869  a  special  income  tax  of  5  per  cent,  was  laid  on  all  in- 
8  of  {600.     Subaequeut  legislation  was  bad  down  to  1S72,  wheti 
the  tax  expired  by  limitation. 

Income  tax  features  were  incorporated  ia  the  Act  to  reduce  taxa- 
tion, to  provide  reveuue,  etc.,  which  took  effect  August  36,  J894, 
without  the  President's  approval.  The  rate  was  made  3  per  cent,  on 
all  incomes  over  ^4,000,  derived  from  property,  salary,  trade,  etc., 
not  including  necessary  eipenses,  tases,  and  interest,  carried  on  iu 
the  United  States  or  elsewhere,  and  it  applied  to  corporations,  com- 
panies, and  associations,  as  well  as  private  individuals,  but  not  in- 
cluding partnerships.  By  two  decisions,  which  are  popularly  known 
as  the  Income  Tax  Cases,  the  Supreme  Court  completely  nullified  this 
legislation.  It  ruled  iu  the  decision  rendered  IVlay  20,  1S95,  that 
taxes  on  the  rents  or  income  of  real  estate  are  direct  taxes,  equally 
with  taxes  on  real  estate  itself;  also  that  taxes  on  personal  property, 
or  on  the  income  of  personal  property,  are  likewise  direct  taxes.  The 
Court  therefore  held  tliat  the  tax  imposed  on  incomes  by  this  act  was 
unconstitutional,  void,  and  invalid,  because  the  act  did  not  apportion 
it  among  the  States  according  to  their  respective  numbers,  but  rather 
treated  incomes  as  excises.  These  conclusions  are  apparently  at 
variance  with  previous  decisions  of  the  Court  in  regard  to  direct 
taxes.  The  Court  was  divided,  five  members  voting  agninst  the  law 
and  four  forit.     (See  paragraphs  343-344.)' 

347,  Question  of  Construction.— There  is  an  old  question  con- 
cerning theinterpretation  of  the  first  part  of  the  second  clause  quoted 
above.  Do  the  words  "to  pay  the  debts,"  etc.,  limit  the  words  "to 
lay  and  collect  taxes,"  or  the  words  "shall  have  power?"  In  other 
words,  has  Congress  power  only  to  collect  taxes  iu  order  to  pay  the 
debts  and  provide  for  the  common  defense  and  the  general  welfare, 
or  has  it  power  to  collect  taxes  without  reference  tp  these  objects? 
The  one  construction  limits  the  taxing  power  to  certain  designated 
ends  ;  the  other  imposes  no  limit  whatever.  There  is  little  doubt 
that  the  first  view  is  the  true  one.  The  question,  perhaps,  is  rather 
more  curious  than  practical. 

II.    Loans,  Coinage,  and  Currency. 

Section  8,  Clause  a. — To  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  the 
United  Etatps. 

Section  S,  Clause  5. — To  coin  money,  regulate  the  value  thereof, 
and  of  foreign  ci 

Section  10,  Clause  i  .—No  State  shall    ....    coin  money,  e 
bills  of  credit,  [or]  make  anything  but  gold  and  silver  coin  a  tender 
a  payment  of  d 
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348.  Extent  of  the  National  Authority.— The  fore- 
going clauses  are  delegations  of  power  to  Congress  covering 
the  whole  subject  of  coinage,  currency,  and  banking,  as  well 
as  the  making  of  loans  on  the  National  credit.  The  several 
powers  or  functions  cohere  so  closely  that  iLey  cannot  be 
separated  in  practice.  Moreover,  the  Supreme  Court  has 
decided  that  Congress  has  the  right  to  regulate  all  bank 
issues  that  circulate  as  money.'  But  Congress  was  slow  to 
exercise  these  great  powers,  and  it  never  fully  exercised 
them  until  compelled  to  do  so  by  the  pressure  of  the  Civil 
War. 

349.  Po«fer  to  Borrows  Money.— Power  to  borrow 
money  is  almost  as  necessary  to  a  government  as  power  to 
levy  taxes.  Ordiuaryexpeuditures  may bemetbytaxation, 
but  in  times  of  war  or  other  emergency  this  resource  is 
likely  to  prove  inadequatt;,  For  example,  the  ordinary 
revenues  of  the  United  States  increased  from  $41,476,000 
in  1861  to  $579,949,000  in  1865  ;  the  public  debt,  from 
$50,580,000  to  $2,773,336,000  in  the  same  time. 

350.  National  Bonds. — -One  way  iu  which  Congress 
borrows  money  is  to  sell  bonds.  These  are  the  Nation's 
promises  to  pay  specified  amounts,  within  a  specified  time, 
with  interest  at  specified  rates.  During  the  Civil  War 
more  than  five  billions  of  dollars  of  such  bonds  were  sold, 
many  of  them  to  replace  others  that  were  cancelled.  Then 
the  common  rate  of  interest  was  six  per  cent,  but  since 
that  time  the  public  credit  has  improved  and  the  high  in- 
terest bonds  have  all  been  paid  or  been  replaced  with  bonds 
at  lower  rates. 

35r.  Treasury  Notes. — A  second  way  in  which  Con- 
gress borrows  money  is  to  issue  Treasury  Kotes,  called  by 
the  Constitution  bills  of  credit.  The  Coutiuental  money 
consisted  of  such  notes  or  bills.  Such  notes  were  issued 
under  the  Constitution  at  various  times  before  the  Civil 
,  War.  Some  of  them  bore  interest,  some  were  due  on 
demand,  some  were  payable  to  bearer  and  some  to  order, 
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and  sorae  were  receivable  in  payment  of  dues  to  the  Treas- 
ury. The  Government  paid  them  to  such  of  its  creditors  as 
were  willing  to  take  tbeni,  and  redeemed  them  in  accord- 
ance with  ihe  terms  of  the  laws  under  which  they  were 
issued.  The  notes  made  payable  to  bearer  commonly  cir- 
culated as  money,  but  none  of  the  notes  issued  before  1862 
were  a  legal-tender. 

352.  The  Legal-Tender  Act. — By  an  act  approved 
February  25,  1862,  Congress  declared  an  issue  of  notes 
then  authorized  "  lawful  money  and  a  legal-tender  in  pay- 
ment of  alJ  debts,  public  and  private,  except  duties  on  im- 
ports, and  interest  on  the  bonds  and  [interest- bearing]  notas 
of  the  United  States."  This  issue  was  limited  to  5150,000,- 
000,  but  it  was  followed  by  other  issues  until  $450,000,000 
had  been  authorized  ;  afterwards  the  amount  was  reduced  to 
$346,681,016.  The  Government  interest  was  excepted  from 
the  legal-tender  clause,  because  the  public  credit  could  not 
be  maintained  unless  this  interest  was  paid  in  coin,  and  cus- 
toms-duties were  excepted  in  order  to  create  a  fund  of  coin 
with  which  to  pay  it.  The  people  who  received  these  notes 
in  payment  of  dues  loaned  the  Government  corresponding 
amounts  ;  and  as  they  were  compelled  to  take  them  in  pay- 
ment of  debts,  the  notes  were  a  forced  loan.  Their  issuance 
was  a  suspension  of  specie  payments. 

353.  CoDstilutionalitj  of  the  Act.  -Oppouents  of  this  measure 
deiiiLd  that  the  Cuiiautuuoii  bail  delf  gated  aiiy  sucb  power  to  Con- 
gress. Its  champions  replied  that  Congress  bad  power  to  borrow 
money,  and  that  it  was  its  dmy  to  provide  for  tlie  common  defense. 
It  was  expressly  staled  at  the  time,  huwever,  that  tbe  legal-teudere 
were  a  war  measure,  aud  that  Co:igress  would  Lave  no  right  to  issue 
them  in  time  of  peace.  The  Supreme  Court  decided  in  1S6S,'  that 
tlie  legal-tender  clauses  o!  the  Acts  of  1B62  and  1S63  were  unconsti- 
tutional, so  f.ir  as  they  applied  to  debts  coatracttd  before  the  passage 
or  tlio-e  Act) ;  but  a  \  ear  Ijter  ibe  Court  reverse d  this  decision  and 
affirmed  the  consiitutionality  of  the  clause^.'  In  iB8<l  the  Court 
maile  a  further  decision  which  was  a  complete  reversal  of  the  view 
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held  by  the  cbampions  of  legal-lenden  ia  iS6i-6j.  The  Reporter 
snmB  up  the  opinion  of  the  "ourt  in  the  followiag  propositions : 

"Congress  has  ihe  comti^tional  power  lo  make  the  Treasnry 
notes  of  the  United  States  a  le^al  tender  in  pajmentof  private  debts, 
in  time  of  peace  as  well  aa  in  time  of  war. 

"Under  the  Act  of  May  31,  1S78,  Ch.  146,  which  enacts,  that  when 
any  United  States  legal  tender  notes  maj  be  redeemed,  or  received 
into  the  Treasury,  and  shall  belong  to  the  United  States,  they  shall  be 
reissued  and  paid  out  again,  and  kept  in  circulation.  Notes  so  re- 
issued are  legal  lender."  ' 

The  meti  who  framed  the  Constitution  undoubtedly  supposed 
they  were  tnakiDg  irredeemable  paper  money,  issned  by  the  Govem- 
meut,  imposbihle.  Mr.  Madison  said  the  Convention  "bad  cut  oS 
the  pretext  for  a  paper  currency,  and  partirnlarly  for  making  the 
bills  a  legal  lender,  either  for  public  or  private  debts."' 

354,  Are  Treasury  Notes  Real  Money  ?— Daring  the  suspension 
of  specie  payments,  the  question  arose  whether  these  notes  were  real 
money.  On  the  one  hand,  it  was  said  that  they  had  been  declared  a 
legal  tender,  that  they  as  well  as  coin  paid  debts,  Ihat  money  is  made 
by  the  stamp  of  givernment,  and  tbat  they  bad  the  slamp.  It  was  re- 
plied that  real  money  contains  intrinsic  value,  and  Ihat  paper  money 
will  not  long  circulate  at  par  unless  redeemable  in  real  money,  that 
is,  in  gold  and  silver.  It  was  also  denied  tbat  the  government  stamp 
gives  money  its  value.  For  example,  the  law  authorizing  tbe  coin- 
age of  the  eagle  says  it  shall  contain  a  certain  quantity  of  gold  of  a 
certain  fineness,  and  tbe  mint  stamp  is  simply  the  Governmeut's 
cerfiGcate  that  the  eagle  actually  contains  the  kind  and  quality  of 
metal  specified.  The  value  of  the  eagle  does  not  come  from  tlie 
stamp,  for  it  will  command  the  same  price  when  the  stamp  is  effaced. 
The  words  "oue  eagle"  mean  this  is  one  eagle;  while  the  Treasury 
note  of  the  same  denomination  is  not  really  ten  dollars  but  a  promise 
to  pay  ten  dollars.  Then  again,  tbe  value  of  the  note  depends  upon 
tbe  belief  that,  some  time,  this  promise  will  be  ktpt.  The  eagle  pays 
B  debt  forever;  the  note  postpones  dual  payment  to  some  future 
time.  Dr.  Andrews  has  well  said:  "If  the  Treasury  notes  in  the 
hands  of  the  people  are  veritable  money,  as  truly  so  as  gold,  then  the 
United  States  is  not  indebted  to  those  who  hold  Ihem  any  more  than 
it  is  to  those  who  have  gold  eaglos  in  their  possession ;  and  the 
Treasury  Department  should  not  report  these  Treasury  notes  as  a 
part  of  Ihe  National  debt."  ■ 

355.  Taxability  of  National  Bonds,  Notes,  Etc.—Tlie  great  in- 
crease of  the  public  debt  in  1861-18^5  led  to   Ihis  qiiertiou.     More 


narrowly,  it  was  whether  the  Sta.tes  could  tax  them.  The  question 
had  been  passed  upon  long  before.  Ir  1820  the  Supreme  Court 
declared  that  the  Slates  have  no  pove"  or  right  to  tax  any  of  the 
conititutioaal  means  employed  by  the  Government  of  the  Union  to 
execute  its  constitutional  powers.  The  argumeot  was  thus  staled  by 
Chief  Justice  Marshall : 

"  If  the  States  may  tax  one  iastrument  employed  by  the  Govern- 
ment in  tiie  execution  of  its  powers,  Ihey  may  tax  any  and  every 
other  instrument.  They  may  taic  the  mail  ;  they  may  tax  the  patent 
rights  ;  they  may  tax  the  papers  at  the  custom-house  ;  they  may  tax 
judicial  process ;  they  may  tax  all  the  means  employed  by  the  Gov- 
ernment to  an  excess  which  would  defeat  all  the  ends  of  government. 
This  was  not  intended  by  the  Anaerican  people.  They  did  not  malce 
this  Government  dependent  upon  the  States."  ' 

Tijis  reasoning  applies  to  all  the  fiscal  iastrumeuts  authorized  by 
the  National  Government,  either  directly  or  indirectly.  However, 
Congress  passed  an  act,  approved  August  13,  1894,  which  provides 
that  circulating  notes  of  the  National  banlcs  and  United  States  legal- 
tender  notes,  and  other  notes  and  certificates  of  the  United  Stales 
payable  ou  demaud  and  circulating  or  intended  to  circulate  as  cur- 
rency, and  gold,  silver,  or  other  coin,  shall  be  subject  to  taxation  as 
money  ou  hand  or  on  deposit  under  the  laws  of  every  Stale  or  Terri- 
tory, and  at  the  same  rate  aj  other  money  or  currency  circulating  as 
money  within  its  jurisdiction. 

356.  Resumptionof  Specie  Payments.— When  Specie 
payments  were  suspended  in  1861  the  uuderstandiug:  was 
that  they  would  be  resumed  as  soon  as  practicable.  In 
1S69  Congress  solemnly  pledged  the  faith  of  the  Nation  to 
resumption  at  the  earliest  period.  In  1875  it  passed  an  act 
directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  and  after  Jan- 
uary I,  1879,  ^°  redeem  in  coin  the  Treasury  notes  then 
outstanding,  on  their  presentation  in  sums  of  $5,000  or 
at  the  Sub-Treasury  of  the  United  States  in  New 
York.  Specie  payments  were  accordingly  resumed  at  that 
time.  However,  as  the  notes  are  not  cancelled  on  redemp- 
tion, but  are  reissued,  a  large  amount  of  them  is  still  out- 
standing. 

357-  Coinage  in  the  Articles  of  Confederation. — 
The  Congress  of  the  Confederation  had  the  exclusive  power 
to  regulate  the  alloy  and  value  of  coin,  whether  struck  by 
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Its  own  authority  or  that  of  the  States,  as  well  as  of  fixing 
the  standard  of  weights  aud  measures  throughout  the 
United  States.  This  provision  was  of  no  practical  conse- 
quence, however,  for,  save  some  copper  cents,  neither  Con- 
gress nor  the  States  coined  any  money.  The  Convention 
of  1787  went  farther  and  forbade  the  States  to  coin  money 
or  to  make  anything  but  gold  and  silver  coin  a  legal  ten- 
der in  payment  of  debts. 

358.  Establishment  of  a  Monetary  System. — In 
1785  the  Old  Congress  made  the  dollar,  a  Spanish  coin  that 
then  circulated  more  generally  in  the  United  States  than 
any  other,  called  also  a  "piece  of  eight,"  the  money-unit  of 
the  country,  and  adopted  the  decimal  ratio.  In  1792  the 
New  Congress  established  the  mint  in  Philadelphia.  In 
the  same  act  it  provided  for  gold,  .silver,  and  copper  coins, 
assigning  them  their  names,  fixed  the  quantity  and  fine- 
ness of  metal  that  they  should  contain,  and  made  the  gold 
and  silver  coins  a  legal  tender   in  all  sums. 

359-  Regulating  the  Value  of  Money.  ^  This  is 
merely  determining  the  ratio  of  one  metal  to  another.  If 
money  consisted  of  but  one  metal,  no  regulation  would  be 
necessary  or  possible.  Congress  in  1^93  declared  that  a 
gold  dollar  should  contain  24^-4  grains  of  pure  gold,  and 
that  a  silver  dollar  should  contain  fifteen  times  that  amount 
of  pure  silver,  or  371?^  grains.  This  was  acting  on  the 
understanding  that  one  ounce  of  gold  was  worth  as  much 
as  fifteen  ounces  of  silver. 


Congress  regulates  tbe  value  of  foreign  coin  when  it  declares  the 
rate  atwliich  it  will  be  received  at  the  National  Treasury.  These 
rates  depend  upon  the  intrinsic  value  of  such  coins  compared  with 
our  own.  For  example,  tlie  English  pound  sterling  contains  4.8665 
times  as  much  pure  gold  as  the  American  dollar,  and  Congress  has 
accordingly  fixed  ils  value  at  $4.8665.  Foreign  silver  coin  ia  neither 
received  by  the  Treasury,  nor  is  ita  value  fised.  No  foreign  coin  has 
been  legal  tender  in  the  United  States  since  1857. 

360.     Fineness  and  Weight  of  Coins. — ^The  finem 

and  weight  of  our  coins  have  been  different  at  dii 
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times.  In  1792  the  alloy  in  gold  was  made  one  part  in  ra,  or 
the  coin  was  ii  fine  ;  the  alloy  in  silver  was  made  179  parts 
in  1485,  that  is,  the  coin  was  89.243,  or  a  little  less  than  ft 
fine,  but  since  1S37  the  standard  cjins  of  both  metals  have 
been  A  fine,  Tlie  gold  dollar  of  1792  weighed  27  grains 
of  standard  metal  ;  the  silver  dollar,  416  grains.  Since  1834 
the  gold  dollar  has  weighed  25  -fa  grains,  and  since  1837 
the  silver  dollar,  412}^  grains.  The  amount  of  pure  silver 
in  the  dollar  has  been  the  same  throughout ;  but  since  1853 
a  dollar  of  fractional  silver  currency  has  contained  only 
345  A  grains  of  pure  metal,  and  384  grains  of  standard 
metal. 

361.  Change  of  Ratio. — It  was  found  in  time  that  gold 
was  undervalued  as  compared  with  silver.  The  result  was, 
that  gold  coins  struck  at  the  mint  were  sent  to  other  coun- 
tries where  they  commanded  a  higher  price.  So  Congress 
in  1834  reduced  the  amount  of  pure  metal  in  the  gold  dollar 
to  23  rV  grains,  and,  as  the  silver  dollar  was  not  changed, 
the  ratio  now  stood  1  to  15.988,  And  that  has  since  re- 
mained the  ratio.  It  soon  appeared,  however,  that  silver 
was  now  undervalued ;  the  ratio  in  the  mints  of  Europe 
was  but  I  to  i5}i.  To  make  the  matter  worse,  silver  con- 
tinued to  rise  in  value  as  coiDpared  with  gold,  and  particu- 
larly after  the  discovery  of  gold  in  California  and  Australia. 
Silver  coin  was  now  exported  as  gold  had  been  before,  and 
little  coin  but  gold  was  in  circulation.  There  was  a  lack  of 
small  coins  for  change.  CongreHS  corrected  this  evil  in  1S53, 
by  so  reducing  the  quantity  of  metal  ia  the  minor  silver 
coins  that  there  was  no  longer  a  motive  for  sending  them 
abroad.  At  the  same  time  their  legal  tender  power  was 
limited  to  $5.00. 

362.  Demonetization  of  Silver. — As  we  have  seen, 
silver  coin  nearly  ceased  to  circulate  after  1834.  Practi- 
cally, the  412^  grain  dollar  was  demonetized  after  that 
year.  For  this  reason,  and  also  because  the  foremost  com- 
mercial nations  made  gold  their  sole  monetary  standard, 
Congress,  in  1873,  dropped  that  dollar  from  the  list  of  c 
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to  be  structf^t  the  mint.  At  the  same  time  Congress  au- 
thorized the  trade-dollar,  weight  420  grains  of  standard 
silver.  Tbese  dollars  were  coined  for  the  Chinese  trade, 
and  when  enough  pf  them  had  been  struck  for  that  pur- 
pose their  further  coinage  was  suspended.  They  have  now 
been  called  into  the  Treasury. 

363.  Siljef  Act  of  1878.— Previous  to  1873  the  metal  in  a  silver 
dollar  bad  Beeu  worth,  at  different  times,  from  2  to  4X  cents  more 
than  the  metal  in  a  gold  dollar.  lu  1873  it  was  worth  ^  of  a  cent 
more.  But  soon  after  the  Coinage  Act  of  that  year  went  into  opera- 
tion, silver  began  to  fall  in  valne,  and  iC  continued  to  fall  uutil  in 
1887  it  was  worth  but  751'j  cents.  There  now  sprang  up  a  popular 
demaud  for  the  re-coinage  of  the  silver  dollar.  In  1878  Congress 
passtd  an  act  restoring  it  to  the  list  of  authorized  coins,  at  its  old 
weight  and  fineness,  and  required  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
purchase  silver  bullion,  on  account  of  the  Government,  at  the  cur- 
rent price,  and  to  coin  it  into  dollars,  not  less  than  Jz, 000,000,  nor 
motethau  54,000,000.  a  month. 

364.  Silver  Act  of  1890. — The  law  of  1878  not  proving  satisfac- 
tory lo  the  advocaUS  of  an  enlarged  use  of  silver,  Congress  enacted 
ill  1890  a  new  one  embracing  the  followiug  features  : 

Tne  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  required  to  purchase  4.500,000 
ounces  of  silver  bullion  each  month,  or  so  much  thereof  as  might 
be  offered,  at  the  market  price,  not  esceeding  one  dollar  for  371.25 
grains  of  pure  silver.  This  silver  he  should  pay  for  with  Treasury 
notes,  issued  expressly  for  this  purpose,  which  should  be  a  legal 
tender  in  all  contracts  except  when  the  contrary  was  sllpulated,  and 
also  receivable  for  customs,  taxes,  and  pablic  dues.  These  notes  tile 
Secretary  should  redeem  in  gold  or  silver  coin  like  other  legal  ten- 
der notes.  The  Secretary  was  required  to  coin  2,000,000  ocnces  of 
the  silver  that  he  purchased  each  month,  uutil  July  1,  1891  ;  after 
that  date,  only  BO  much  as  might  be  necessary  to  redeem  the  uotes 
issued  for  its  purchase.  The  provisions  of  the  law  of  1878  in  regard 
to  the  coinage  of  silver  were  repealed  ;  but  the  law  declared  it  to  be 
the  policy  of  the  Government  to  maintain  the  two  metals  upon  a  par- 
ity at  the  EKialing  ratio,  or  some  other  one  to  be  fixed  by  Congress. 

365.  The  Repealing  Act  of  1893.— At  a  special  session  of  the 
Fifty-third  Congress,  convoked  to  consider  the  financial  state  of  the 
country  and  Government,  an  act  was  passed  after  a  long  and  severe 
struggle,  repealing  so  much  of  the  act  of  i8go  as  directed  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  purchase  from  time  to  time  silver  bullion  on 
aecouutof  Ihe  Government.  This  act,  which  bears  date  November 
I,  1893,  declaresit  "tobe  thepolicy  of  the  United  States  to  continue 


THE  AMERICAN  GOVERNMENT. 


ao6 

the  use  of  botb  gold  and  silver  as  standard  moaey,  and 
gold  and  silver  into  money  of  equal  iatrinsic  and  excliangeablt 
valne,  sucli  equality  to  be  secured  through  international  agi 
or  by  such  safeguards  of  legislation 
the  parity  in  value  of  the  coins  of  the  two  metals,  aad  the  equal 
power  of  every  dollar  at  all  times  in  the  markets  aud  in  the  payment 
of  debts,"  It  also  declared  ''that  the  efforts  of  the  Government 
should  be  steadily  directed  to  the  establishment  of  such  a  safe  sys- 
tem of  bimetatism  as  will  maintain  at  all  times  the  equal  power  of 
every  dollar  coined  or  issiied  bj-  the  United  States,  in  the  markets 
and  in  the  payment  of  debts." 

366.  The  Mints. — Besides  the  mint  in  Philadelphia, 
there  are  three  others  that  were  originally  called  branch 
micts  ;  one  at  New  Orleans,  one  at  Carson  City,  and  one  at 
San  Francisco.  There  are  also  assay  offices  in  New  York, 
Denver,  Helena,  Boise  City,  St.  Louis,  and  Charlotte,  North 
Carolina.  The  Coinage  Act  of  1873  created  the  Bureau  of 
the  Mint  in  the  Treasury  Department,  with  a  Director  at 
its  head.  Each  mint  is  managed  hy  a  superintendent  who 
reports  to  the  Director.  The  mint  mark  on  coins  is  the 
letter  or  letters  showing  at  what  mint  they  were  struck. 
Thus,  "S"  San  Francisco,  "  C  C"  Carson  City. 

The  mints  coin  money  on  both  public  and  private  account.  Pre- 
vious to  1853  uo  charge  was  made  to  private  persons  for  coining  either 
metal.  Then  a  rate  of  one-half  of  one  per  cent  was  fixed,  but  it  was 
reduced  to  one-fifth  of  one  per  cent  iu  1873,  and  abolished  in  1874. 
Depositors  of  standard  gold  are  charged  merely  the  value  of  the 
copper  used  as  an  alloy.  Gold  is  not  now  coined  on  Government 
account,  or  silver  on  private  account.' 

367.  Gold  and  Silver  CertiBcates, — An  act  passed  in  186a  author- 
ized the  issuance  of  gold  certificates  in  eichauge  for  gold  coin  and 
bullion  deposited  in  the  Treasury  in  sums  not  less  than  f  20.00.     The 
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Silver  Act  of  1878  anthorizcd  silver  certificates  of  Jio.oo  and  upwards 
on  the  same  condition,  Au  act  of  1886  also  authorized  silver  certifi- 
cates for  one,  two,  aud  five  dollars.  Treasuvy  iioies,  or  "jjreeu- 
backs,"  have  also  heeii  issued  io  large  quantities  to  pay  for  silver 
purchased  on  Government  account. 

368.  Banks  of  the  United  States.— In  1791  Congress 
chartered  a  Bank  of  the  United  Stales,  with  a  capital  of 
$10,000,000,  for  twenty  years.  The  objects  sought  were  the 
creation  of  a  fiscal  agent  through  which  the  Government 
could  transact  its  business,  that  would  purchase  a  certain 
number  and  value  of  the  public  securities,  and  that  would 
loan  money  to  the  Goverument  in  case  of  emergency,  thus 
strengthening  the  public  credit.  Thi=  Bank  was  one  of  the 
great  financial  measures  of  Alexander  Hamilton,  then  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury.  It  was  strongly  opposed  by  the 
nascent  Republican  party,  under  the  lead  of  JefFtjrson.  In 
1811  adverse  influences  were  in  the  ascendant,  aud  the 
Bank's  charter  was  not  renewed.  In  1816  Congress  char- 
tered a  second  Bank  of  the  United  States  for  reasons  like 
those  which  prevailed  in  1791,  with  a  capital  of  $35,000,000, 
also  for  twenty  years.  The  constitutionality  of  both  these 
Banks  was  denied.  The  Supreme  Court  affirmed  it  of  the 
second  one  in  1820,'  but  in  1S32  President  Jackson  vetoed  a 
bill  re-chartering  it ;  two  years  later  he  directed  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  remove  the  Government  deposits 
from  its  keeping,  atid  on  the  expiration  of  its  charter  in 
1837  it  also  ceased  to  exist.  When  the  Whigs  came  into 
power  in  1841  they  passed  a  hill  through  Congress  re-char- 
tering the  Bank,  but  President  Tyler  vetoed  it,  and,  after  a 
period  of  discussion,  the  subject  passed  out  of  the  public 
mind.  Both  of  these  Banks  had  the  seat  of  their  operations 
at  Philadelphia,  and  both  established  branches  in  various 
cities;  the  Government  was  a  stockholder  in  both,  aud 
appointed  a  certain  number  of  the  directors. 

369.  State  Banks. — Banks  chartered  by  States  have 
existed  since  the  beginning  of  the  Government,  and  many 
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of  them  formerly  issued  bills  or  notes  that  circulated  as 
money.  The  constitutionality  of  State  banks  of  issue  has 
often  been  questioned  ;  but  in  1837  the  Supreme  Court  de- 
cided that,  so  long  as  there  is  no  attempt  to  make  these 
notes  a  legal  tender  in  payment  of  debts,  they  are  not  in 
conflict  with  the  Constitution.  In  part  the  question  is 
whether  such  notes  are  bills  of  credit  in  the  sense  of  the 
Constitution.  The  Court  said:  "If  the  Legislature  of  a 
State  attempts  to  make  notes  of  any  bauk  a  tender,  the  act 
will  be  unconstitutional."  '  After  the  downfall  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  in  1837,  notes  of  State  banks  formed 
for  the  most  part  the  currency  of  the  country.  Some  States 
created  good  banking  systems,  but  more  created  poor  ones. 
Only  a  minority  of  the  banks  redeemed  their  bills  in  coin, 
and  the  people  suffered  enormous  losses  from  the  partial 
or  total  worthlessness  of  bank  paper.  In  1 861  the  State 
banks  numbered  1,601,  with  a  capital  of  $409,000,000; 
there  were  more  than  10,000  different  kinds  of  notes  in  cir- 
culation, issued  by  the  authority  of  34  different  States, 
under  more  than  40  different  statutes. '  In  December, 
1861,  all  banks  suspended  specie  payments. 

In  iS65  Congress  imposed  a  tax  of  tea  per  ceut  on  the  circula- 
tion of  State  banks  ;  and,  as  they  could  not  pay  this  tax  from  tbe 
profits  of  tbeir  circulation,  they  were  compelltd  to  retire  from  busi- 
ness as  banlts  of  circulatiou,  or  to  re-organize  as  National  banks. 
The  Supreme  Court  has  affirmed  the  constituiionality  of  the  lax.  ° 

370.  First  Fiscal  Agents  of  the  Government, — The  Government 
employed  tbe  Bauks  of  the  United  States  as  fiscal  agents,  depositing 
in  thera  its  funOs  and  drawing  them  out  on  warrants  as  they  were 
needed.  The  charters  of  both  Banks  compelled  the  Government  to 
receive  their  notes  iu  payment  for  di.bts  due  to  the  Treasury  as  long 
as  they  were  paid  in  coin.  Iu  the  interval  between  the  two  Banks, 
181 1-1817,  Ibe  Government  used  the  State  hanks  as  depositories,  and 
again  resorted  to  them  in  1834  w ben  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
withdrew  the  deposits  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  All  this 
time  the  Government  had  no  proper  treasury,  hut  conducleil  iis 
monetary  operations  through  the  bauks. 

IBriscaep.  tlieBaakaf  theCommonwealtborKeDtucky,  li  Pettrszsy.  ' 

I  Knoi !  LalQi-'s  Cytrlapa^ia.  "  Banking." 
■Veatle  Bank  v,  Penao,  S  WaUgce  SM- 
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T.  The  Independent  Treasury, — Ou  July  4,  1S40,  Preaideiit  Van 
Bnien  signed  an  act  which  created  what  is  known  ia  our  history  as 
the  Subtreasury  Syateni.  This  act  provided  that  rooms,  vaults,  and 
safes  should  be  built  f  .r  the  beeping  of  the  public  fuuUs,  that  assist- 
ant-treasurers should  be  appointed  in  lour  principal  cities,  that  the 
mint  and  branch  mints  shouid  be  places  of  deposit,  aod  that  after 
June  30,  1842,  all  payments  made  by  or  to  the  Government  should 
be  made  in  gold  and  silver  coin.  This  legislation  w.is  repealed  in 
1841,  but  was  re-enacted  in  1846,  and  has  continued  in  force  until  the 
present  time.  Besides  theTreaaary  in  theTreaaury  Building  at  Wash- 
ington, there  are  now  Snbtreasnries  in  New  York,  Boston,  Charleston, 
Philadelphia,  Ballimore,  Cincinnati,  Chicago,  St.  Louis,  San  Fran- 
cisco, and  New  Orleans. 

372.  Creation  of  the  National  Banking  System.^ 
The  burdens  of  war  at  length  compelled  Congress  to  use 
the  power  delegated  to  it  to  regulate  banks  of  issue  on  a 
National  scale.  By  two  acts,  bearing  the  dates  February 
25,  1863,  and  June  3,  1864,  it  created  a  system  of  National 
Banks,  which,  with  some  minor  modifications,  is  still  in  op- 
eration. The  objects  .sought  in  the  new  system  were  to  pro- 
vide a  uniform  National  currency  for  the  country  that  should 
be  convertible  into  legal  money,  to  mate  a  market  for  the 
National  securities,  and  to  create  fiscal  agents  that  would 
at  once  assist  the  Government  in  the  transaction  of  fiscal 
business  and  also  strengthen  the  public  credit.  All  of 
these  objects  the  new  system  accomplished.  It  is  impos- 
sible to  give,  even  in  outline,  the  history  of  the  National 
Banking  System,  but  its  principal  features,  as  it  is  now  in 
operation,  must  be  described. 

373.  Features  of  the  National  Banks. — The  law  first 
creates  in  the  Treasury  Department  in  Washington  an  office 
called  the  Office  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Currency,  and 
places  the  general  supervision  of  the  whole  system  in  the 
hands  of  the  incumbent.  The  banks  are  required  to  re- 
deem their  notes  in  legal  money  on  presentation,  both  at 
their  own  counters  and  at  some  other  National  bank  located 
in  some  one  of  seventeen  principal  cities,  called  redemption 
cities;  and  to  secure  such  redemption,  thus  protecting  the 
note-holder  against  all  possible  loss,  they  must  deposit  in 
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the  ofBce  of  the  Comptroller,  in  pledge,  bonds  of  the  Na- 
tional Government  in  excess  of  their  circulation.  The 
Comptroller  prints  the  notes  and  issues  them  to  the  banks 
io  accordance  with  certain  prescribed  rules.  One  rule  is, 
that  the  amount  of  notes  so  issued  shall,  at  no  time,  be 
more  than  go  per  cent  of  the  market  value  of  the  bonds 
so  deposited  ;  and  another,  that  the  maximum  of  notes  so 
issued  shall  bear  a  certain  relation  to  the  capital  of  the 
bank,  viz.;  To  banks  whose  capital  does  not  exceed  $500,- 
000,  the  issue  is  go  per  cent  of  the  capital ;  to  banks  ex- 
ceeding $500,000  and  not  exceeding  $1,000,000,  it  is  80 
per  cent ;  to  banks  exceeding  Ji, 000, 000  and  not  exceeding 
$3,000,000,  it  is  75  percent ;  to  banks  exceeding $3,000,000, 
it  is  60  per  cent.  Still  further,  the  Government  itself  guar- 
antees the  circulation  of  the  banks,  and  receives  their  bills 
in  payment  of  all  debts  due  the  Treasury  except  cnstoms- 
duties. 

National  banks  have  often  failed,  but  no  bill-holder  has 
ever  lost  a  penny  by  such  failures.  The  banks  may  charge 
the  rate  of  interest  that  is  legal  in  the  State  where  they 
exist  and  do  business.  They  are  nsed  more  or  less  by  the 
Government  as  depositories  for  its  funds,  and  they  have 
acted  as  agents  for  other  fiscal  purposes,  as  selling  Govern- 
ment bonds.  At  one  time  the  aggregate  circulation  of  this 
character  was  limited  to  $354., 000, 000,  which  was  divided 
among  the  States  and  Territories  according  to  population 
and  wealth  ;  but  these  restrictions  have  been  removed  and. 
at  the  present  time,  any  and  all  persons  who  wish  to  do  so 
may  take  advantage  of  the  privileges  offered  to  the  coun- 
try by  the  National  Banking  Acts. 

The  Comptroller  slated  in  his  report  for  the  year  ending  October 
31,  1894,  that  tliere  were  then  in  operation  3,706  National  banks 
witli  an  authorized  capital  stoct  of  ^072,671,365,  represented  by 
7,955,076^  shares  of  slock,  owned  by  287,382  shareholders,  and  hav- 
ing a.  total  circulation  of  1207,473,603.  The  small  circulation  as 
compared  with  the  capital,  is  due  to  the  fact  that  many  banks  are 
indifferent  to  the  privilege  of  issuing  notes  that   the  law  afUbrds, 
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Staadatd  shcrdoOsn,  f4U-77<y|aS. 

Gold  entificates.  fS4,jitf,3«9. 

Silver  certificates  fa37-7i3jQt. 

Tleasmy  notes,  act  Jnlj  14,  1S9D,  fl5t,L4o,56!>. 

XTnited  States  notes,  (earlr  legal  tenders,)  (546,6Si.oi6. 

CoiTcnc J  certificates,  act  Jul  jS,  1871,^4.^15,000. 

National  bank  notes,  f307.5Gs.a9D. 

Total,  13,140.773,888. 

This  dirinon  should  be  trarefollj  comideced  in  connection  with 
section  9  and  section  10  of  Article  I.,  the  snt^ects  of  whid  are  thr 
Limitationaof  the  Union  and  the  Limitations  of  the  SIstps. ' 

III.      COMUEBCli. 

Section  8,  Clause  3. — To  regnlate  commerce  with  foreign  nations, 
and  among  the  several  States,  and  nilh  the  Indian  tribes. 

374.  Power  to  Regulate  Commerce. — Without  this 
clause,  the  Constitution  never  could  ha\'e  been  rnlified,  or 
even  framed.  The  Constitution  was  "the  child  of  press- 
ing commercial  necessity;  unity  and  identity  of  commerce 

was  its  seminal  principle  ;  "  "  in  matters  of  trade,  we  were 
no  longer  to  be  European,  Virginia,  Pennsylvania,  or  Mass- 
achusetts men ;  we  were  to  have  but  one  commerce,  and 
that  the  commerce  of  the  United  States.""  No  clause  of 
the  Constitution  has  morefullyjustified  the  expectations  of 
its  authors. 

"  la  the  practice  af  the  Government  the  commercial  power  him 
been  applied  to  enibargoes,  nan- intercourse,  navigaliou,  iiiipurtntion, 
coasting-trade,  fisheries,  seamen,  privileges  of  Anicricnu  and  foreign 
ships,  quarantine,  pilotage,  wrecks,  light-houses,  buoys,  beticoiift ;  o))- 
stmctions  in  bays,  souuds,  rivers,  and  creeks,  inroads  of  ^he  ncekn, 

1  On  the  subject-matter  of  Ihia  Bedion  (Loana,  Coluiigc.miilCiirrcncy)(;oii«uIl 
Dunbar.  Lawi  of  the  UniUd  SliUi  rrlaliig  la  Currmey,  I'iHaner,  and  liatlilag 
fremiySg  IB  iSi^i ;  Coinati  Laiia  o/tki  C/niUd  Slalei,  iffi  IB  iS^;  faatlh  iditlttH, 
pttpartd  undtr  the  diraiiBtt  0/ Ihi  CommilUttn  JtmiHCte/lii Small;  Llndtrnnni 
Mmuy  and  legal-Tmdtr  in  the  Uitilid  Steltt. 

9  Webster :  Wotlu,  Vol.  IV.,  pp.  491,  499. 
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and  many  other  tindred  subjecta;  and  doubtless  includes  salvage, 
policies  of  insurance,  bills  of  excbanye,  and  all  maritime  contracts, 
and  the  designation  of  ports  of  entry  anJ  delivery."  ' 

375-     The  Embargo  and  Non-Importation  Acts. — 

Karly  in  the  century  the  United  States  were  involved  iu 
difficulties  with  England  aud  France.  To  bring  Kugland 
to  terms,  an  act  forbidding  the  importation  of  certain  goods 
from  England  and  her  colonies  was  enacted  in  1806.  This 
proving  ineffectual,  an  embargo  was  laid  in  1807  on  all 
vessels  bound  to  a  foreign  port,  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  States,  thus  confining  them,  after  the  act  took 
effect,  to  the  ports  where  they  lay  until  the  embargo  should 
be  raised.  This  act  was  repealed  in  1R09,  and  a  non-im- 
portation act  forbidding  commercial  intercourse  with  Great 
Britain  and  France  was  enacted.  Still  later  other  similar 
legislation  was  had. 

Ttie  assnraption  on  which  these  acta  rested  was,  that  American 
trade  was  so  valuable  to  those  countries  that,  rather  tUau  lose  it,  they 
would  yield  to  our  demands.  But  this  tUey  did  not  do.  The  Em- 
bargo Act  was  opposed  by  the  commercial  classes  generallj-,  and  par- 
ticularly by  New  England.  Tbeysakl  a  perpetual  embargo  ilestroyed 
commerce,  and  asked  whether  a  power  to  regulate  was  a  power  to 
destroy.  The  issue  was  carried  to  the  Supreme  Court,  where  the  act 
was  declared  constitutional.^ 

376.     The    Inter-State  Commerce  Commission.  — 

The  extension  over  the  country  of  the  present  gigantic 
transportation  system  for  passengers  and  freight,  was  fol- 
lowed by  some  serious  evils.  To  remedy  these  evils,  or 
rather  some  of  the  evils  growing  out  of  inter-State  com- 
merce, Congress  passed  an  act  entitled,  "  An  act  to  Regu- 
late Commerce,"  approved  Feb.  4,  1887.  Some  of  the  prin- 
cipal ends  to  be  accomplished  were  these  :  To  prevent 
unfair  discriminations  in  the  transportation  facilities  offered 
to  persons  and  places;  to  prevent  the  giving  of  passes  to 
persons  supposed  to  possess  influence  valuable  to  the  rail- 
roads ;  to  prevent  unfair  discriminations  in  passenger  fares 
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as  between  different  places,  and  in  freight  charges,  either  in 
the  form  of  special  rates  or  in  the  form  of  rebates,  and  to 
require  all  charges  to  be  an  open  and  public  mailer.  The 
law  created  the  Inter-State  Commerce  Commission,  charg- 
ing it  with  the  duty  of  euforciug  its  provisious.  The  mem- 
bers of  this  Commission  are  appointed  by  the  President 
and  the  Senate,  and  receive  salaries  of  $7,500  each.  The 
principal  office  of  the  Commission  is  in  Washington,  where 
most  of  its  sessions  are  held, 

377.  Anti-Trust  Act.— An  act  was  approved  July  2, 
1890,  the  purpose  of  which  was  to  protect  trade  and  com- 
merce against  unlawful  restraints  and  monopolies,  which  is 
popularly  known  as  the  Anti-Trust  Act.  It  declares  every 
contract,  combination  in  the  form  of  trust  or  otherwise,  or 
conspiracy,  in  restraint  of  trade  or  commerce  among  the 
several  States,  or  with  foreign  nations,  illegal.  Persons 
entering  into  such  contracts,  or  engaged  in  such  combina- 
tions, are  pronounced  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  on  con- 
viction thereof  are  made  amenable  to  punishment  by  fine  not 
exceeding  $5,000,  or  by  imprisonment  not  exceeding  one 
year,  or  by  both  of  said  punishments,  in  the  discretion  of  the 
Court.  Persons  monopolizing  or  attempting  to  monopolize, 
combining  or  conspiring  with  any  other  person  or  persons 
to  monopolize,  any  part  of  the  trade  or  commerce  among 
the  several  States  or  with  foreign  nations,  are  declared 
guilty  of  the  same  offense  and  subject  to  the  same  penalties. 
The  word  person  or  persons  here  includes  corporations  and 
associations  existing  under  law,  whether  foreign  or  domes- 
tic, State  or  National.  The  Circuit  Courts  are  vested  with 
jurisdiction  over  such  cases.  As  in  the  case  of  the  Inter- 
state Commerce  Act,  nothing  is  said  about  commerce  that 
fried  on  exclusively  within  a  State. 

The  Original- Package  Decision.— Some  of  tlie  States  hav 

^lag-possbd  laws  prohibitiug  the  sjle  of  iutuiicaling  liquors,  save  for 

certain  specified  purposes,  as  meclianical  and  medicioal  uses,  the 

Supreme  Court  held,  April  aS,  1890,  in  a  decision  '  tliat  is  popularly 
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known  by  this  name,  that  such  lawa  are  unconstituticmal,  null  and 
void,  in  so  far  as  they  apply  to  the  sale  by  an  importer,  in  the  orig- 
inal packages  or  kegs,  unbroken  and  unopened,  of  such  liquors  man- 
ufactured in  and  brought  from  any  other  State.  This  decision  was 
based  on  the  ground  that  such  laws  in  this  feature  are  repugnant  to 
the  clause  of  the  Constitution  granting  to  Coagreaa  tlie  power  to 
regulate  commerce  among  the  Slates. 

To  meet  this  decision,  Congress  enacted  a  law  providing  that  all 
fermented,  distilleJ,  or  other  intoxicating  liquors  or  liquids  trans- 
ported into  any  State  or  Territory,  or  remaiuiug  for  use,  consump- 
tion, sale,  or  storage  therein,  shall,  upon  arrival,  be  subject  to 
the  operation  and  effect  of  the  laws  of  such  State  or  Territory  en- 
acted in  the  exercise  of  its  police  powers,  to  the  same  extent,  and  in 
the  same  mauner,  as  though  such  liquids  and  liquors  had  been  pro- 
duced in  it,  and  shall  not  be  exempt  therefrom  by  reason  of  being 
introduced  therein  in  original  packages  or  otherwise.  This  law  the 
Court  has  since  pronounced  constitutional,  and  also  beld  that  it  in 
not  necessary  for  the  States  to  re-enact  the  laws  already  upon  their 

379-  Police  Power  of  the  States. — The  last  three  topics,  and  par- 
ticularly the  final  one,  touch  a  constitutional  question  of  great  prac- 
tical interest.  While  the  power  of  Congress  over  commerce  between 
the  States  is  unlimited,  it  has  no  power  whatever  withia  the  States ; 
there  the  State  jurisdiction  is  supreme.  Moreover,  the  Stale  exer- 
cises the  power  known  as  public  police,  by  which  it  seeks  "  to  pre- 
serve public  order,  and  to  prevent  offenses  against  the  State"  ;  "  to 
establish  for  the  intercourse  of  citizens  witk  citizens  those  rules  of 
good  manners  and  good  neighborhood  which  are  calculated  to  pre- 
vent a  conflict  of  rights,  and  to  insure  to  each  the  uninterrupted  en- 
joyment of  his  own,  so  far  as  it  is  reasonably  consistent  with  a  like 
enjoymentof  rights  byothers."  '  Naturally,  in  a  socielyof  such  great 
extent  as  the  United  States,  which  is  constantly  increasing  in  com- 
plexity of  interests  growing  out  of  multiplying  social  relations,  it  is 
found  difficult  to  adjust  inter-State  commerce  both  to  State  commerce 
and  to  the  necessities  of  public  police.  The  topic  will  be  touched 
upon  again  in  dealing  with  State  inspection  laws ;  but  it  should 
be  remarked  in  this  place  that  to  adjust  the  delicate  controversies 
arising  between  the  National  authority  and  the  State  authority,  has 
severely  taxed  the  powers  both  of  Congress  and  of  the  courts. 

33o.  Navigation  and  Tonnage.— Of  the  many  regulations  coa- 
ceraing  navigation  and  tonnage  enanted  hy  Congress,  a  few  only 
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can  be  noted;  (i)  No  American  citizen  can,  by  purchasing  a  foreign- 
built  ship,  make  her  an  American  ship,  entitled  to  carry  the  flag  of 
the  country  :  (2)  an  American  ship  ceases  to  be  American  if  owned, 
in  whole  or  in  pirt,  by  a  citizen,  native-boru  or  naturalized,  who 
usually  resides  abroad,  unless  he  be  a  consul  or  a  representative  of 
an  American  mercantile  house  ;  (3)  no  ship  can  be  registered  as  an 
American  vessel  of  which  a  foreigner  owns  any  part ;  (4)  no  vessel 
owned,  in  whole  or  in  part,  by  citizens  of  foreign  countries  can  en- 
gage in  the  carrying  trade  between  American  ports  ;  (5)  every  Amer- 
ican vessel  eugaged  in  foreign  trade  [except  those  employed  in  the 
fisheries)  must  annually  pay  a  tonnage  tax  of  thirty  cents  a  ton  on 
her  carrying  capacity  ;  while  (6)  foreign  vessels,  belonging  to  coun- 
tries between  which  and  the  United  Stales  ordinary  commercial  re- 
lations esist,  running  to  American  ports,  pay  the  same  tonnage  as 
American  vessels,  but  if  such  vessel  is  American  built  it  is  subject  to 
double  duty. 

IV.      N.\TURAL1ZAT10N    AND    BASK 


Section  8,  Clause  4. — To  establish  an  uniform  rule  of  naturaliza- 
tion, and  uniform  laws  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcies  throughout 
the  United  States. 

Amendment  XIV.,  Section  1. — All  persons  born  or  naturalized 
in  the  United  Slates,  and  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  thereof,  are  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  and  of  the  State  wherein  they  reside. 

381,  Terms  Defined, — Citizenship  is  membership  in 
the  body  politic  or  state  ;  a  person  possessing  it  is  bound 
.  to  allegiance  and  is  entitled  to  protection.  Naturalization 
is  an  act  by  which  the  rights,  privileges,  and  duties  of  the 
citizen  are  conferred  upon  a  foreigner  or  alien. 

Naturalization  is  of  two  kinds,  collective  and  personal.  One 
mode  of  collective  naturalization  is  seen  in  our  annexations  of  for- 
eign territory.  In  these  cases,  all  inhabitants  of  the  territories  an- 
nexed who  desired  to  become  such,  excluding  the  native  races,  were 
constituted  American  citizens.  Again  Amendment  XIV.  natural- 
ized the  slaves  as  a  body.  Personal  or  individual  naturalization  is 
sufficiently  explained  by  the  terms  themselves.  The  Constitution 
is  silent  concerning  collective  naturalization  ;  that  power  belongs  to 
the  Nation  as  a  sovereign  state. 

382.  State  Control. — The  naturalization  poHcythat  England  had 
pursued  in  the  Colonies  was  very  illiberal,  and  their  emigration  and 
growth  were  retarded  in  consequence.  So  they  passed  na^turaliiation 
laws  of  their  own.  One  of  the  charges  made  against  George  III,  in 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  was,  that  he  had  endeavor* 

1  In  re  Rflhrer.  Pclilloner.  140  U,  S.,  545. 
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prevent  the  population  of  the  Stales,  and  for  that  purpose  hadob- 
stmcted  their  uaturalizatiou  laws  aud  refused  to  pass  others  to  en- 
courage em  igratiou.  With  independence,  Ihe  undisputed  control  of 
the  subject  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  States.  The  only  case  iu 
which  the  Old  Congress  appears  to  have  touched  it,  was  iu  June,  1776, 
when  it  said  :  "  That  persons  abiding  in  any  of  the  United  Colonies, 
and  desiring  protection  from  the  lams  of  the  same,  owe  allegiance  to 
the  said  laws,  and  are  members  of  3uch  Colony."  The  Articles  of 
Confederation  made  tlie  citizens  of  one  State  the  citizens  of  all  the 
States.  This  was  wise,  but  the  diiferent  States  made  different  rules 
of  natuializfltion,  and  this  led  to  confusion  and  difficulties  that  con- 
tinually increased.  Hence  the  full  control  of  naturalization  was 
given  to  Congress. 

383.  Naturalization  Liaws. — Tlie  naturalization  pol- 
icy of  the  Colonies,  and  afterwards  of  the  States,  was  lib- 
eral. They  invited  foreigners  to  come  and  improve  their 
boundless  resources.  Tn  179a  Congress  enacted  a  natural- 
ization law;  and  since  then  twenty  or  more  laws  relating 
to  the  subject  have  been  passed,  most  of  tlieoi  of  a  liberal 
character.  The  period  of  residence  necessary  to  naturaliza- 
tion was  made  two  years  in  1790,  five  years  in  1795,  and 
fourteen  years  in  1798.     Since  1.S02  it  has  been  five  years. 

384.  Process  of  Naturalization.  —  The  steps  to  be 
taken  by  an  alien  in  order  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  are  these : 

1.  At  least  two  years  before  his  admission  to  citizen- 
ship, the  applicant  must  declare  on  oath,  before  some  cotirt 
of  record  having  the  necessary  jurisdiction,  that  it  is  his 
bona  fide  intention  to  become  a  citizen.  The  Clerk  of  the 
Court  records  this  declaration,  and  gives  him  a  certificate 
stating  that  it  has  been  made. 

2.  On  the  expiration  of  the  two  years,  the  applicant 
must  prove  to  a  court  having  competent  jurisdiction,  by  one 
or  m'  re  witnesses,  that  he  has  resided  in  the  United  States 
at  least  five  years,  and  in  the  State  or  Territory  where  the 
court  is  held  at  least  one  year  ;  that  he  has  behaved  as  a 
man  of  good  moral  character,  is  attached  to  the  principles 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  is  well  dis- 
posed to  the  good  order  and  happiness  of  the  same. 
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3.  He  must  swear  that  he  will  support  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  that  he  absolutely  renounces  all  allegiance  to  any 
foreign  prince  or  state,  and  particularly  the  one  of  which 
he  was  a  subject,  and  also  any  title  of  nobility  that  he  may 
have  held. 

4.  Record  is  made  of  these  proceedings,  and  the  appli- 
cant receives  a  certificate  stating  that  he  has  complied  with 
the  demands  of  the  law,  and  is  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States.  His  wife  aud  children  under  twenty-one  years  of 
age  also  become  citizens.  If  a  man  die  after  having  made 
his  declaration  and  before  his  naturalization  is  completed, 
his  widow  and  minor  children  can  become  citizens  on  taking 
the  necessary  oaths. 

Previous  to  1870,  only  white  persons  couid  be  naturalined.  An 
act  of  that  year  extended  the  privilege  to  aliens  of  African  nativity 
aud  persona  of  African  descent.  A  more  recent  law  ilenies  naturaliza- 
tion to  the  Chinese,  Japanese,  and  others  of  the  Mongolian  race- 
group.  Otily  free  white  persons  and  African  negroes  are  admitted  to 
naturalization  in  the  United  States. 

385,  States  May  Confer  Political  Rights.— At  iirst  some  of  the 
States  supposed  that  Ihey  had  concurrent  jurisdiction  with  Congress 
over  natn'ralizaUou,  but  in  1817  the  Supreme  Court  decided  that  the 

^  jurisdiction  of  Congress  is  exclusive.'  But  while  a  Stale  cannot 
make  an  alien  a  citizen,  it  can  grant  him  civil  aud  political  rights 
within  its  own  jurisdiction  that  do   not   conflict  with  the  National 

1  "laws.  This  mauy  of  the  States,  and  particularly  the  new  ones,  do  ; 
by  allowing  aliens  to  own  land,  to  vote,  etc.,  such  States  have 
greatly  promoted  their  settlement  and  growth." 

386.  Bankruptcies — Just  what  the  Federal  Conven- 
tion meant  by  laws  on  the  subj  ect  of  bankruptcies,  has  been 
disputed.     The  commonly  received  view  is  that  an  insolvent 
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person,  or  one  unable  to  pay  his  debts,  is  a  bankrupt,  and 
that  a  law  dividing  his  property  proportionally  among  his 
creditors  and  discharging  him  from  legal  obligation  to  make 
further  payment,  is  a  bankrupt  law.^  Congress  has  passed 
three  such  laws^i8oo,  1840,  and  1867,  which  together 
cover  sixteen  years  of  the  National  history.  The  two  last 
laws  made  two  kinds  of  bankrupts.  A  voluntary  bank- 
rupt is  declared  a  bankrupt  on  his  own  application  on 
compliance  with  the  law  ;  an  involuntary  bankrupt  is  one 
who  is  forced  into  bankruptcy  by  his  creditors.  According 
to  the  law  of  1867,  if  a  man's  assets  were  not  equal  to  one- 
half  of  his  debts,  he  could  not  be  discharged  from  full  pay- 
ment unless  a  majority  of  his  creditors,  both  in  number  and 
in  the  amount  of  their  claim,  should  consent  thereto.  This 
law  was  administered  by  the  National  courts  through  Reg- 
istrars in  Bankruptcy.  Obviously,  bankrupt  laws  should 
be  uniform  throughout  the  country. 

The  States  may  enact  insolvent  laws  that  have  somewhat  the 
same  effect  as  bankrupt  laws.  These  laws  are  limited  in  their  opera- 
tion to  tlie  State  making  them,  and  the;  are  always  subordinate  to 
the  National  Bankrupt  Act,  if  tbere  be  one  in  force.  lusolvent  laws 
uever  apply  to  debts  existing  when  they  are  passed,  but  are  always 
prospective  in  their  operation.  This  is  because  a  State  cannot  pass 
a  law  impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts.  This  rule  does  not 
apply  to  Congress,  and  the  three  bankrupt  laws  that  it  has  enacted 
have  been  retroactive. " 


Weights  and  MEAsimEa. 
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387.     Value  of  Uniformity.— This  is  only  less  impor- 
tant than  uniformity  of  money,  and  the  Federal  Convention 
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wisely  committed  it  to  the  same  authority.  Still,  notwith- 
standing President  Washington  urged  the  subject  upon  the 
attention  of  the  first  Congress,  and  John  Quincy  Adams,  as 
Secretary  of  State,  discussed  it  in  an  elaborate  report  in 
1821,  Congress  has  never  fully  exercised  the  power  that 
this  clause  confers. 

The  Colonies  used  the  English  weights  and  measures,  but  in  lime 
divergences  appeared.  Mr.  Adams  reported  that,  in  1821,  considera- 
ble discrepancies  existed  in  the  -custom-houses  within  the  several 
States,  and  often  in  the  same  Slate,  in  all  measures  of  weight  and 
capacity.  lu  rSzS  Congress  made  the  English  brass  Troy  pound  the 
standard  Troy  pound  at  the  National  mint.  Afterwards  accurate 
copies  of  the  received  standard.^  of  weights  and  measures  were  sup- 
plied to  the  various  custom-houses.  In  1836  Congress  directed  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  deliver  a  complete  set  of  all  the  weights 
and  measures  adopted  as  standards  to  the  Governors  of  the  several 
States  for  the  use  of  the  States.  Tlie  other  standards,  the  imperial 
yard,  36  inches,  the  imperial  avoirdupois  pound.  7,000  grains,  and 
the  wine  gallon,  231  cubic  inches,  have  never  been  adopted  by  statute 
but  rest  upon  use  and  tradition.  The  power  given  to  Congress  in 
the  case  of  weights  and  measures  is  uot,  as  in  the  case  of  money,  for- 
bidden to  the  States,  When  States  have  legislated  on  the  subject, 
they  have  adopted  the  National  standards.  In  i366  Congress  legal- 
ized the  metric  system,  and  in  1873  and  in  1876  it  voted  money  for 
furnishing  metric  standards  for  the  States.  In  1S66  the  Postmaster- 
General  was  directed  to  furnish  post-offices  exchaugiug  mails  with 
foreign  countries  metric  balances.  At  the  present  time,  the  use  of 
the  metric  system  is  permitted  throughout  the  United  Statea,  but  is 
not  required. 

VI.    Counterfeiting. 

Section  8 
feiting  the  se 

388.  Need  of  This  Power. — The  States,  if  they 
wish,  may  punish  counterfeiting  the  National  securities 
and  coin.  In  the  case  of  coin,  the  Supreme  Court  has  dis- 
tinctly affirmed  that  they  have  the  right.'  But,  mani- 
festly, it  would  not  answer  to  trust  .solely  to  them.  The 
securities  and  coin  are  National  instruments  of  govern- 
ment ;  and,  if  the  Nation  is  going  to  protect  its  instru- 
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ments  of  government,  witliout  which  it  would  not  be  a 
nation,  it  must  protect  tliem. 

389.  Counterfeiting  Defined. — The  word  is  used  in  a 
general  and  in  a  special  sense.  In  the  Constitution,  ac- 
cording to  Professor  Pomeroy,  "  it  embraces  not  only  the 
manufacture  of  forged  coins  and  securities  [or  counterfeit- 
ing proper],  but  the  uttering  them  when  made,  and  the 
having  them  iu  possession  with  intent  to  utter  them.  Con- 
gress may,  therefore,  pass  laws  determining  each  of  these 
three  grades  of  crime, — the  manufacture,  the  putting  into 
circulation,  and  the  having  in  possession  with  the  intent 
to  put  into  circulation  ;  and  may  fix  such  penalties  and 
punishments  to  each  offense  as  it  deems  expedient."  ' 

390.  Punishment  of  Counterfeiting. — Any  person 
guilty  of  any  one  of  these  crimes  iu  respect  to  gold  or  sil- 
ver coins,  or  bars  stamped  or  coined  at  the  mints  and  assay 
offices  of  the  United  States,  is  punishable  by  a  fine  of  not 
more  than  $5,000,  and  by  imprisonment  at  hard  labor  for 
not  more  thau  ten  years.  "Obligation,"  or  "security," 
the  law  declares  to  mean  "all  bonds,  certificates  of  indebt- 
edness, uational  currency,  certificates  of  deposit,  bills, 
checks,  or  drafts  for  money  drawn  by  or  upon  authorized 
officers  of  the  United  States,  stamps,  and  other  representa- 
tives of  value,  of  whatever  denomination,  which  have  been, 
or  may  be  issued,  under  any  act  of  Congress."  Counter- 
feiting the  notes  of  the  Nati0n.1l  banks,  and  passing  or  at- 
tempting to  pass,  such  notes  with  a  knowledge  that  they 
are  spurious,  is  forbidden  under  a  penalty  of  not  less  than 
five,  nor  more  thau  fifteen  years'  imprisonment,  and  a  fine 
of  not  more  than  §5,000.  Minor  coins,  letters-patent,  cer- 
tificates of  entry  at  the  Custom  House,  land  warrants, 
money  orders,  postal  cards,  and  stamped  envelopes  are  also 
protected.  Counterfeiting  within  the  United  States  the 
coin,  notes,  bonds,  etc.,  of  foreign  governments  is  also  pro- 
hibited under  severe  penalties. 
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VII.    Post-Offices. 


Section  8,  Clause  7. — To  establish  post-o£S 


d  post-roada. 


391.  General  Post- Office.— The  Articles  of  Confeder- 
ation gave  to  Congress  tlie  right  to  regulate  the  post-office 
from  one  State  to  another,  and  the  Constitution  gave  it 
power  over  the  whole  subject.  In  fact,  this  is  a  function 
that  the  States  did  not  at  any  time  claim.  It  has  often 
been  proposed  that  the  National  Government  should  as- 
sume control  of  the  telegraphs  as  well  as  the  mails,  which 
has  already  been  done  by  most  of  the  governments  of 
£)urope. 

392.  Kinds  of  Post-Offices.— Post-offices  are  divided 
into  two  classes  :  those  whose  incumbents  receive  a  compen- 
sation of  }5i,ooo  or  more  a  year,  and  those  whose  incum- 
bents receive  less  than  that  amount.  The  incumbents  of 
the  first  class,  sometimes  called  presidential  postmasters  be- 
cause they  are  appointed  by  the  President  and  Senate, 
receive  regular  salaries  ranging  from  one  to  six  thousand 
dollars.  All  other  postmasters  are  appointed  by  the  Post- 
master General,  and  receive  a  percentage  on  the  income  of 
the  office.  The  first  class  are  appointed  for  four  years  ;  the 
second  class  hold  their  offices  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Post- 
master-General. Offices  are  divided  into  these  two  classes 
with  reference  to  their  incomes, 

353.  Miscellaneous  Provisions. — To  insure  the  greater  aecurily 
of  valuable  letters,  the  Department  registers  tUem  a:^d  gives  sprcial 
attealion  to  their  transfer,  charging  a  fee  of  tea  cents  therefor.  The 
law  authorizes  the  Post  master- General  to  establish  a  system  of  free 
mail  delivery  in  towus  with  an  auuual  gross  postal  revenue  of 
Jlo,ooo.  There  is  also  provision  made  for  the  immediate  deliver)'  of 
letters  in  towns  of  4,000  inhabitants  ai>d  upwards,  if  they  bear  a  spe- 
cial len-cent  st.imp.  There  are  four  classes  of  domestic  mail  matter, 
bearing  different  rates  of  postage. 

I.  Letters,  postal- cards,  and  other  written  matter,  and  all  maltpr 
closed  to  inspection.  The  r.ite,  save  an  postal  cards  aud  drop  letters 
mailed  at  iiou-ileUvery  offices,  wlvieh  is  one  cent  each,  is  two  cents 
an  ounce  or  fraction  of  au  ounce. 

3.     Periodicals,  magazines,  etc.    When  sent  from  a   registered 
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publiabiDg  office,  or  a  newa-ageocj,  the  rate  on  this  class  of  matter  is 
a  pound ;  otherwise  one  cent  for  every  four  ounces. 

,   author's  copy   accompauying  proof-sheets,   etc.,  are 
charged  one  cent  for  two  ounces  or  fraction  of  the  same. 

4.     Merchandise,  limited  to  four-pound  packages,  is  charged  one 

Money  orders  and  postal  notes  are  procurable  on  the  payment  of 
a  small  fee  at  special  offices  called  money-order  offices. 

'  1873  the  President,  Vice-President,  heads  of  Depart- 
,  Senators,  aud  Representatives  enjoyed  the  privilege  of 
receiving  and  sending  mail-matter  free.  In  July  of  that  year,  this 
privilege,  called  the  franking  privilege,  was  abolished.  Since  1877 
the  Departments  send  letters  aud  packages  relating  to  Government 
business  free,  and  members  of  Congress  have  the  same  right  as 
respects  public  documents. 

Copyrights  and  Pathnt  Rights. 
Section  S,  Clause  8. — To  promote  the  progress  of  science  and  use- 
ful arts,  by  securing  for  limited  times  to  authors  and  inventors  the 
exclusive  right  to  their  respective  writings  and  discoveries. 

394-  Reasons  for  the  Clause. — The  protection  of 
authors  and  inventors  in  the  possession  of  their  works  and 
inventions,  rests  on  the  common  rule  that  a  man  is  entitled 
to  the  rewards  of  his  own  labor.  Besides,  such  protection 
promotes  the  progress  of  science  and  the  arts.  Copyrights 
and  patent  rights  were  granted  by  the  Colonies  and  States 
down  to  1789,  when  the  power  to  issue  them  was  vested  in 
Congress. 

395.  Law  of  Copyright. — The  author,  inventor,  de- 
signer, or  proprietor  of  any  book,  chart,  dramatic  or  musi- 
iposition,  engraving,  cut,  print  or  photograph,  or 
negative  thereof,  or  of  a  painting,  drawing,  chromo,  statue, 
and  of  models  or  designs  to  be  perfected  as  works  of  the 
fine  arts,  upon  complying  with  the  terms  of  the  law,  shall 
have  the  sole  liberty  of  printing,  publishing,  and  vending 
the  same  for  the  term  of  twenty-eight  years  ;  and  then  he, 
if  living,  or  his  widow  or  children,  if  he  be  dead,  as  before, 
may  have  the  same  exclusive  right  continued  for  the  fur- 
ther term  of  fourteen  years.  The  right  also  extends  to 
the  performance  of  dramatic  compositions,  and  to  drama- 
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tizations  and  translations  of  literary  works.  The  right  is 
limited,  however,  by  the  provision  that  the  two  copies  of 
Khe  work  to  be  sent  to  Washington  (see  below)  must  be 
printed  from  type,  plates,  negatives,  or  drawings,  set  or 
made  in  the  United  Slates,  or  from  transfers  made  there- 
from. During  the  period  covered,  the  importation  of  for- 
eign editions  or  copies  of  copyrighted  works  Is  strictly 
forbidden,  save  in  certain  specified  cases.  One  person  may 
import  for  use,  but  not  for  sale,  subject  to  duty,  not  more 
than  two  such  copies  at  any  one  time ;  but  this  limitation 
does  not  apply  to  books  in  other  languages  than  the  Eng- 
lish. Again  the  law  provides  that  copyright  shall  be  ex- 
tended to  a  citizen  of  a  foreign  state  only  when  such  state, 
by  law,  treaty,  or  international  agreement,  shall  extend  to 
American  citizens  the  benefits  of  copyright  on  substantially 
the  same  basis  as  to  its  own  citizens. 

396.  Steps  to  be  Taken. ^The  author  or  publisher  of 
a  copyrighted  work  must  deliver  at  the  office  of  the  Libra- 
rian of  Congress,  at  Washington,  or  mail  within  the  United 
States,  addressed  to  him,  a  copy  of  the  title-page  of  the  book, 
map,  etc.,  or  of  the  description  of  the  work  of  art,  on  or 
before  the  day  of  publication.  He  must  also  deliver  or 
send,  as  above,  two  copies  of  the  best  edition  of  the  work 
copyrighted,  not  later  than  the  day  of  publication,  to  be 
deposited  in  the  Library  of  Congress.  He  must  pay  a  fee 
of  one  dollar  to  the  Librarian  for  recording  the  title  or 
description  and  furnishing  a  certificate  of  the  same.  Every 
copy  of  the  work  published  must  bear  on  the  title-page,  or 
the  following  page,  the  form :  "Copyright,  18 — ,  by  A.  B.' 
A  copyright  may  be  sold  and  transferred  like  other  property, 
provided  due  notice  is  given  to  the  office  at  Washington 
397.  International  Copyright.— In  1S37  Prussia  passed  a 
offering  to  the  authors  of  any  country  that  would  reciprocate,  tbi 
protection  of  the  Pru.'isian  copyright.  England  followed  this 
pie  in  183S.  Numerous  treaties  affecting  such  arrangement! 
been  entered  into  by  various  nations.  In  1S52  France  granted  the 
French  copyright  to  foreign  authors,  without  requiring  reciprocity, 
After  many  attempts  to  secure  tbe  enacting  of  an  iutematioual  copy- 
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right  law  by  Congress  had  been  maile  and  failed,  tlie  Fifty-first  Con- 
gress, at  its  second  scssioD,  granted  to  foreign  authors  the  limited 
copyright  set  forth  above. 

398.  Patent  Rights. — A  patent  secures  to  an  inventor 
the  exclusive  right  to  manufacture  and  sell  bis  invention  for 
a  period  of  seventeen  years.  Once  the  Commissioner  of 
Patents  could  in  certain  cases  extend  a  patent  seven  years 
beyond  this  time,  but  at  present  there  can  be  no  extension 
without  a  special  act  of  Congress  for  that  purpose.  The 
applicant  for  a  patent  mu.st  {i )  take  an  oath  that  he  believes 
himself  to  be  the  real  author  of  the  invention  for  which  lie 
makes  his  application;  (2}  file  in  the  Patent  Office  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  invention  ;  (3)  pay  a  fee  of  $15  on  filing  his 
application,  and  a  second  fee  of  $20  on  tlie  allowanpe  of 
the  case.  Pjtents  on  designs  run  from  three  to  fourteen 
years,  and  the  fees  range  from  $10  to  $jo.  The  questions 
that  the  Patent  Office  asks  are  two :  Whether  the  invention 
is  meritorious,  and  whether  the  applicant  is  its  author. 
The  word  "  patented,"  with  the  date  of  the  patent,  must  be 
affixed  to  every  patented  article  manufactured.  Patents 
can  be  transferred  like  copyrights,  but  notice  of  the  trans- 
ference must  be  given  at  Washington.  Previous  to  1849 
all  patents  were  issued  by  the  State  Department.' 


1  The  Patent  Office,  created  in  the  Stale  Department  In  1836,  iransterred  to  Ibe 

Duresusat  Wasliington.    Tlie  vnbtconection  of  models  iaau  importaul  part  of  the 
records  of  tlie  office,  and  of  the  histury  of  invention  in  the  country. 

■'  The  patent  Eysteiu  has  bmnirspeciaUy  identified  with  the  eilraordinaty  devel- 
ipraent  of  the  (ihysieal  resourcesof  the  United  States.  The  patent  laws  have  been 
^tended  and  improved  to  meet  or  anticipate  the  wants  of  the growlug  nation,  aad 


can  ins 


d  that 


of  the  world's  important  inventious  arieinote  In  the  United  Si 
of  our  Patent  Office  are  sought  lor  and  studied  by  the  invenlor 
of  eveiy  natiod  and  the  wisdom  of  our  adyanocd  patent  poliej 
ally  admitted.    Sir  William  Thomson  Hoid  in  1B76  :  ■  If  Europ 

inventions  for  the  world.'    No  teaiure  of  our  Federal  sjBt 
greater  economic  importance  than  the  patent  sj 
'■  Pateats  and  the  Patent  System." 
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Secliou  8,  Clause  9. — To  conslitute  tribunals  inferior  to  the  Su- 
preme Court. 

[This  clause  will  be  discussed  in  connection  wiLh  the  Judicial 
Department.] 

IX.     PlRACIKS  AND  FeI-ONIES  on  IBB  HIGH  SEAS. 

Section  8,  Clause  lo. — To  de&ae  and  puninh  piracies  and  felo- 
uies  committed  on  the  high  seas,  and  offenses  against  the  law  of 


399-  Piracies  and  Felonies.— "  By  the  law  of  na- 
tions," says  Justice  Story,  "  robbing  or  forcible  depreda- 
tion upon  the  sea,  animo  furandi,  is  piracy."  Congress 
has,  however,  declared  several  offenses  piracy  that  do  not 
come  within  this  deSuition,  the  most  notable  of  which  is 
the  slave-trade.  The  punishment  of  these  offenses  is  death. 
These  crimes  and  offenses  relate  to  navigation  and  com- 
merce :  hence  the  propriety  of  giving  Congress  jurisdiction 
over  them.  The  Law  of  Nations  recognizes  the  United 
States,  but  not  Virginia  or  Ohio.  The  Articles  of  Confed- 
eration gave  Congress  the  exclusive  power  of  appointing 
courts  for  the  trial  of  piracies  and  felonies  on  the  high  seas, 
but  they  gave  no  power  to  define  these  crimes,  or,  in  fact, 
to  punish  them.  Still,  the  Confederation  did  create  such 
courts.  Felonies  and  offenses  against  the  Law  of  Nations 
do  not  admit  of  such  precise  definition  as  piracy.  In  Eng- 
lish law,  felony  is  a  crime  that  may  be  punished  with  death. 
A  state  or  nation  has  an  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  the 
adjacent  part  or  parts  of  the  sea^  extending  three  miles  be- 
yon^  low- water  mark  ;  but  themain  sea  or  ocean  lying  beyond 
such  a  line  is  the  common  highway  of  nations,  and  all  mara- 
time  powers  have  over  it  a  common  jurisdiction.  The  Law 
of  Nations  is  a  body  of  rules  and  precedents  governing  na- 
tions in  their  relations  with  one  another,  resting  on  the  com- 
mon consent  of  the  civilized  world.  It  may  be  called  the 
common  law  of  the  seas,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  then;.. 
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X.    Dnci-AaATiON  OF  War. 

Sections,  Clause  ii. — To  declare  war,  grant  letters  of  marque" 
and  reprisal,  and  make  rules  conceroing  captures  on   land  and 

400.  Power  to  Declare  \Var. — A  declaration  of  war  is 
a  formal  notice  given  by  one  nation  that  is  about  to  wage 
war  against  another.  Such  a  notice  is  not  absolutely  called 
for  by  the  usages  of  nations,  but  it  is  common  to  give  one 
before  making  war.  The  power  is  a  high  prerogative  of 
sovereignty.  In  monarchies  this  power  is  commonly  vested 
in  the  Crown.  This  is  the  case  in  England  ;  but  as  the 
House  of  Commons  controls  the  public  purse,  the  Crown  is 
not  apt  to  issue  such  a  declaration  unless  assured  of  the 
support  of  that  body.  The  Articles  of  Confederation  au- 
thorized Congress  to  declare  war,  nine  States  assenting 
to  the  declaration.  The  Convention  of  1787  generally 
agreed  that  the  power  should  be  lodged  in  Congress ;  and 
yet  Mr.  Hamilton  proposed  to  lodge  it  in  the  Senate,  and 
Mr.  Butler  in  the  President. 

.401.  Use  otthe  Power.— Only  once  has  Congress  exercised  tliis 
power.  It  passed  an  act  in  181 2  declaring  war  against  Great  Britain. 
In  184611  passed  an  act  of  which  this  is  tlie  preamble  ;  "Wliereas, 
by  the  act  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  a  state  of  war  exists  between 
that  government  and  the  United  States,  etc."  War  in  the  full  sense 
of  the  Law  of  Nations  can  exist  only  between  nations  ;  insurrection 
or  rebellion,  or  even  civil  war,  is  not  war  in  this  sense,  and  there 
was  accordingly  no  declaration  of  war  against  the  South  in  1861. 
When  the  Government  is  attacked  by  domestic  or  foreign  enemies, 
the  President  does  not  watt  on  the  action  of  Congress.  It  is  his 
Hworn  duty  to  defend  the  United  States,  and  this  the  laws  give  him 
ample  power  to  do.  The  Rebellion  began  April  13,  186 r ;  President 
Lincoln  took  immediate  steps  to  suppress  il,  but  he  did  not  convoke 
Congress  until  July  4,  following. 

402.  Letters  of  Marque  and  Reprisal. — The  Law  of 
Nations  authorizes  the  employment  in  war  of  two  kinds  of 
armed  vessels;  public  ships  of  war  and  privateers.  The 
first  are  owned,  officered,  and  commissioned  by  the  national 
authority  ;  the  second  are  owned  and  officered  by  private 
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persons,  but  commissioned  by  public  authority.  Such 
a  commission  is  called  letters  of  ■marque  and  reprisal.  A 
privateersman's  commissioa  insures  him  and  his  crew  the 
treatment  of  prisoners  of  war  in  case  they  fall  into  the 
enemy's  hands. 

Privateering  is  sabject  to  gross  abuses;  often  it  has  degeaerated 
into  piracy,  and  there  is  a  growing  opposition  to  it  throughout  the 
civilized  world.  Lietters  of  marq^ue  were  first  issued  to  commanders 
of  private  land  forces.  Mark,  or  march,  means  boundary,  aad  such 
a  commission  authorized  tlie  officer  to  whom  it  was  issued  to  cross  the 
border  and  make  reprisals  on  the  persons  and  property  of  the  enemy. 
But  privateering  on  laod  is  no  longer  permitted.  Captures  of  pris- 
oners and  property  in  war,  within  certain  limits,  are  regulated  by  the 
Law  of  Nations.  Still,  every  nation  makes  captures  the  subject  of 
municipal  regulation,  and  has  its  own  prize-courts.  Naturally,  the 
whole  subject  was  committed  to  Congress. 

XI.    The  Armv  and  the  Navy. 

Section  S,  Clause  12. — To  raise  and  support  armies,  but  uo  appro- 
priation of  money  to  that  use  shall  be  made  for  a  longer  term  than 

Section  8,  Clause  13. ^To  provide  and  maintain  a  navy. 
Section  8,  Clause  14.— To  make  rules  for  the  government  and  reg- 
ulation of  the  land  and  naval  forces. 

403.  The  Two  Years'  Provision.— Free  States  are 
jealous  of  standing  armies,  since  the  freedom  of  such  States 
has  so  often  been  overthrown  by  them.  The  members  of  the 
Federal  Convention,  sharing  this  feeling  to  the  full,  placed 
the  raising  and  support  of  armies  in  the  handsof  Congress, 
and  then  carried  their  distrust  to  the  point  of  forbidding  ap- 
propriations of  money  for  this  purpose  for  more  than  two 
years.  This  rule  keeps  the  army  within  easy  reach  of  the 
people.  No  matter  how  determined  the  President  or  Con- 
gress may  be  to  make  war,  or  even  to  carry  on  one  already 
begun,  or  to  increase  the  army,  the  people,  at  the  next 
election  of  Representatives,  can  regulate  the  matter.  In 
respect  to  no  other  appropriation  has  the  Constitution  im- 

■d  such  a  limitation.     The  usage  is  to  make  the  ar 
appropriation  every  year,  but  in  1863  Congress  made  i 


two  years.  Navies  have  never  been  subject  to  the  same 
jealousy  as  armies,  aud  the  two  years'  rule  does  not  apply 
to  them. 

The  Articles  of  Confederation  gave  Congress  power  to  agree  upon 
the  number  of  land  forces,  and  to  make  requisitions  upon  the  States 
for  their  quotas,  which  were  apportioned  among  them  according  to 
their  respective  numbers  of  white  inhabitauts  ;  but  it  was  left  to  the 
States  to  raise  their  own  quotas.  The  disastrous  results  of  this  sys- 
tem do  not  need  again  to  be  related. 

404.  Army  and  Navy.  —  The  Confederation  be- 
queathed a  small  army  to  the  new  Government.  This 
army  has  been  continued  to  the  present  time,  and  is  known 
in  law  as  the  "  Military  Peace  establishment  of  the  United 
States."  Since  1866  it  has  consisted  of  25.000  officers  and 
enlisted  men.  At  present  the  highest  grade  is  major-general, 
but  the  higher  grades  of  general  aud  lieutenant-general 
have  been  several  times  created.  Washington  was  made 
lieutenant-general  in  1798  and  general  in  1799  ;  Grant, 
lieutenant-general  in  1S64  and  general  in  1866  ;  Sherman, 
lieutenant-general  in  1866  and  general  in  1869;  Sheridan, 
lieutenant-general  in  1869  ;  Scofield,  lieutenant-general  in 
1895.  The  grade  of  general  lapsed  the  last  time  when 
Gen.  Sherman  retired  from  the  army  in  1883,  and  that  of 
lieutenant-general  on  Gen.  Scofield's  retirement  in  1895. 

A  navy  was  created  in  the  Revolution,  but  it  hardly  sur- 
vived that  war.  Previous  to  1798  the  navy  was  really  an 
djunct  of  the  army.  Up  to  1862  the  captaincy  was  the 
highest  rank  ;  but  in  that  year,  in  1864,  and  1866,  the 
offices  of  rear-admiral,  commodore,  vice-admiral,  and  ad- 
miral were  created,  but  the  two  last  oflices  have  ceased  to 
exist.  Previous  to  1862  a  captain  commanding  two  or  more 
ships  was,  by  courtesy,  called  commodore,  and  an  officer 
who  had  once  acquired  that  title  continued  to  wear  it. 

403.  Rules  and  Regulations.— The  power  to  make  rules  for  the 
land  and  naval  forces  naturally  goei  with  power  to  declare  war  and 
I  army  and  a  navy.  This  is  also  a  part  of  the  plan  to 
keep  all  matters  relatiag  to  war  under  the  coutrol  of  Congress  and 
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within  the  reach  of  the  people.  The  Rules  and  Articles  of  War  are 
128,  and  the  Articles  for  the  Government  of  the  Navy  5q  in  number. 

406.  The  Army  in  the  Civil  War.— It  was  under  clauses  12  and 
13  that  the  enormous  military  ami  naval  forces  which  suppressed  the 
Southern  Rebellion  were  created  and  maintained.  Congresa  passed 
several  acts  to  give  themeffect.  On  July  22  and  27,  i85i,  the  President 
was  authorized  to  accept  the  services  of  1,000,000  volunteers  for  a 
period  not  exceeding  three  years.  On  July  17,  1862,  the  authority  of 
the  Presidentover  the  State  militias  was  increased.  On  March  3, 1S63, 
Congress  passed  the  Enrollment  Act.  It  included  in  the  National 
force-i  all  able-bodied  male  citizens  of  the  United  Stales,  and  persons 
of  foreign  birth  who  declared  their  intention  lo  become  citizens, 
between  the  ages  of  20  aud  45  years,  with  exceptions.  It  divided  the 
country  into  districts,  and  located  in  each  one  an  enrollment  board. 
All  persons  so  enrolled  were  declared  subject  for  two  years  to  be 
called  into  military  service  from  July  i,  i362,  aud  to  continue  in  the 
service  for  three  years.  A  drafted  man  was  allowed  to  furnish  an 
acceptable  substitute,  or  pay  a  commutation  of  f 300,  and  he  dis- 
charged from  further  liability  under  that  draft.  An  act  approved 
February  24.  1864,  was  still  more  efS.c;eut.  The  excepted  classes 
were  reduced  in  number ;  the  commutation  clause  was  repealed  ;  aud 
the  rule  in  regard  to  substitutes  made  more  stringent.  On  July  4,  of 
the  same  year.  Congress  gave  the  President  authority,  at  his  discre- 
tion, to  call  at  auj  time  for  atiy  number  of  volunteers  for  the  terms 
of  one,  two, or  three  years.  These  several  acts  provided  pay  for  sol- 
diers and  bounties  for  volunteers,  regulated  the  quotas  of  towns, 
cities,  wards,  and  precincts,  and  created  a  vigorous  drafting  machin- 
ery. The  strength  of  the  regular  army  was  also  increased.  During 
the  Rebellion  the  President  called  for  2,763,670  men  ;  the  country 
furnished  2,859,132,  or,  reduced  to  a  three  years'  standard,  2,320,272.' 
XII.    The  Militla. 

Section  8,  Clause  15, — To  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to 
execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  in- 

Section  8,  Clause  16, — To  provide  for  organizing,  arming,  and  dis- 
^plining  the  militia,  and  for  goveruiug  such  part  of  them  as  may  be 
employed  ia  the  service  of  the  United  States,  reserving  to  the  Slates 
respectively  the  appointment  of  the  ofiicers,  and  the  authority  of 
training  the  militia  according  to  the  discipline  prescribed  by  Con- 
gress. 

407.  Laws  Concerning  the  Militia — The  military 
force  of  the  United  States  is  divided  into  two  classes  :  the 
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regular  tro(^,  or  the  standing  army,  and  the  militia, 
militia  are  the  citizen-soldiers,  enrolled  and  organized 
discipline,  but  called  into  active  service  only  in  cases  of 
emergency.  These  two  clauses  give  Congress  as  full  control 
over  the  militia,  for  the  purposes  specified  in  the  first  one, 
as  the  previous  clauses  give  it  over  the  regular  army. 

Ill  1792  Congresa  passed  an  act  to  establish  a  uniform  militia 
throughout  tlie  Uuited  States.  A  more  complete  law,  enacted  in 
1795,  authorized  the  President,  as  he  might  think  necessary,  to  call 
out  the  militia  for  the  purposes  named  iu  Clause  15.  This  law  is 
still  iu  force,  and  it  was  under  its  provisions  that  President  Lincoln 
took  the  first  steps  to  suppress  Ihe  Rebellion.  Still  further  legislation 
concerning  the  militia  was  had  iu  1862.  This  law  directed  the  en- 
rollment in  the  militia  of  every  able-bodied  male  citizen  of  the  re- 
spective States  who  is  of  the  age  of  18  and  nnder  45.  The  President 
iBauthorized  to  provide  for  the  enrollment  of  the  militia,  if  the  Slates 
neglect  to  d6  so.     Practically,   howi 
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Statea.  While  in  active  service,  the  mil 
regular  troops  and  are  subject  to  the  sa: 
could  not  be  required  to  engage  in  acti 
months  in  a  year,  but  the  law  of  that  yei 
months. 

408.  The  Militia  Called  into  Service 
Presideut  has  found  it  necessary  to  call  the  militia  of  certain  States 
into  active  service  L  in  1794  to  enforce  the  revenue  laws  and  suppress 
the  Whisky  Insurrection  in  Western  Pennsylvania;  in  the  war  of 
l3ia,  to  repel  invasion  ;  and  in  the  Civil  War,  to  suppress  insurrec- 
tion. In  the  last  instance  three  several  calls  were  made  :  April  15, 
1861,  for  75,000  men  ;  August  4,  1863,  for  300,000;  June  15,  1S63,  for 

XIII.  The  District  op  Columbia. 
Section  8,  Clause  17,— To  exercise  exclusive  legislation  in  all 
a  whatsoever  over  such  district  (not  exceeding  ten  miles  square) 
as  may,  hy  cession  of  particular  States,  and  the  acceptance  of  Con- 
gress, become  the  seat  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and 
to  eiercise  like  authority  over  all  places  purchased  by  the  consent  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  in  which  the  same  shall  be,  for  the  erec* 
1  of  forts,  magazines,  arsenala,  dock-yards,  and  other  needful 
buildings, 

4og.     Power  to  Establish  a  Capital. — Before  the  year 
1800  the  United  States  had  no  proper  capital.     Congress 
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sat  at  differeut  places,  as  circumstances  required.  Previ- 
ous to  1783  Philadelphia  was  the  place  of  meeting,  except 
when  it  was  threatened  by  the  British  troops  or  was  in  their 
possession.  In  June  of  that  year  some  mutinous  soldiers 
surrounded  the  building  where  Congress  was  in  session, 
subjecting  the  body  to  gross  insults,  aud,  as  the  State 
authorities  did  not  furnish  the  needed  protection.  Congress 
hastily  adjourned  to  Princeton.  Congress  often  discussed 
the  establishment  of  a  Federal  Citj',  and  even  selected  a 
site  on  the  Delaware,  but  nothing  came  of  this  action. 
With  the  foregoing  facts  fresh  in  mind,  the  Federal  Con- 
vention naturally  gave  Congress  power  to  estabhsh  a  seat 
of  Government,  over  which  it  should  have  ex  elusive  juris- 
diction. 

410.  District  of  Columbia  Ceded.— Maryland,  in 
1788,  and  Virginia,  in  1789,  together  offered  to  cede  a 
Federal  District  on  the  Potomac,  and  Congress,  in  1790, 
after  a  violent  contest,  accepted  these  cessions.  Congress 
merely  specified  that  the  District  should  lie  between  the 
mouth  of  the  eastern  branch  of  the  Potomac  and  the  mouth 
of  the  Connogochegne,  leaving  the  precise  location  to  the 
President  acting  through  commissioners.  The  commission- 
ers located  and  named  the  district,  and  gave  the  new  capital 
its  name.  Time  proved  that  the  part  lying  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  river  was  an  encumbrance  rather  than  an  advan- 
tage, and  in  1846  it  was  re-ceded  to  Virginia.  The  original 
District  of  Columbia  contained  100  square  miles ;  the  pres- 
ent one  contains  somewhat  less  than  70. 

Artec  17S5  tlie  Old  Congress  sat  in  New  York,  and  that  city  con- 
tinued the  seat  of  goverameut  until  1790,  when  it  was  removed  to 
PhilaJelphia.  In  iSoa  Congress  and  the  Executive  aud  Judicial  De- 
partments removed  to  Washington^ 

411.  Government  of  the'  District. — The  control  of 
Congress  over  the  District  is  absolute.  In  1871  a  Terri- 
tori^  government  was  established,  with  a  Governor  and  a 
council  appointed  by  the  President  and  Senate,  and  with  , 
a  house  of  delegates  and  a  delegate  to  Congress   elected  „ 
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by  the  people.  This  goveminetit  not  proving  successful, 
it  was  abolished  iu  1874.  At  present  the  District  is  gov- 
erned by  a  board  of  three  commissioners,  two  of  whom  are 
appointed  by  the  President  and  Senate  for  three  years; 
the  third  is  an  oE&cer  of  the  Engineers  of  the  army  detailed 
by  the  Presideut.  The  commissioners  appoint  all  munici- 
pal officers;  Congress  pays  one-half  the  expenses  of  the 
local  government,  and  the  property  owners  the  other  half. 
The  ballot  is  unknown,  and  the  people  have  no  political 
rights  whatever. 

412.  Forts,  Magazines,  Etc. — Congress  should  have  jurisdiction 
over  forts,  uiagaziiies,  sliip-yatds,  etc.,  for  the  same  reason  that  it 
should  have  jurisdictioa  over  the  scat  of  EovernmeDt  Still  the 
Slates,  in  ceding  jurisdiction  of  the  laud  that  Congress  buys  for  these 
purposes,  commonly  reserve  the  right  to  serve  Ihe  processes  of  their 
own  courts,  warrants  and  the  lilce,  in  these  places.  This  prevents 
such  places  becoming  asy  la  ins  for  Jaw-breakers.  These  processes  are 
served  also  in  the  post-offices  and  custom-houses. 

XIV.    Power,  to  Make  Nscessary  Laws. 

Section  8,  Clause  18. — To  make  all  laws  which  shall  he  necessary 
and  proper  for  carrying  into  execution  the  foregoing  powers,  and  all 
other  powers  vested  by  this  Constitulion  in  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  or  in  any  department  or  officer  thereof. 

413.     Doctrine  of    Implied  Powers. — ^It  has  been 

fully  explained  in  Chapters  XII.,  XIII.,  that  the  Federal 
Government  is  one  of  delegated  and  not  of  inherent  powers ; 
also  that  some  of  these  powers  are  delegated  expressly,  or 
in  words,  others  by  implication,  or  by  inference.  It  was 
also  shown  that  implied  powers  are  inseparable  from  a  writ- 
ten constitution.  Accordingly,  it  has  been  held  that  the 
clause  just  quoted  is  iu  no  way  essentia]  to  the  Government. 
Mr.  Hamilton  said  that  the  constitutional  operation  of  the 
Government  would  be  jnst  the  same  if  this  clause  were  ob- 
literated as  it  would  be  if  it  were  repeated  in  every  article ; 
"since  it  is  only  declaratory  of  a  truth  which  would  have 
resulted  by  necessary  and  unavoidable  implication  from  the 
very  act  of  constituting  a  federal  government  and  vesting 
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it  with  certain  powers."  *  While  such  is  undoubtedly  the 
fact,  it  was  still  fortunate  that  the  Convention  inserted  the 
clause  in  the  instrument,  so  as  to  remove  all  doubt  on  the 
subject. 

414.  The  Theory  Carried  into  Practice. ^From  the 
first,  Congress  has  legislated  on  the  theory  of  implied  pow- 
ers. It  has  built  light-houses,  improved  rivers  and  harbors, 
laid  embargoes  on  commerce,  established  banks,  given  the 
people  of  cities  free  mail-delivery,  provided  money-order 
facilities,  created  mints  and  assay-offices,  inspected  steam- 
boats, established  a  National  board  of  health,  constructed 
roads,  promoted  education — these  and  a  thousand  other 
things  that  are  not  mentioned  in  the  Constitution. 

415.  Two  Schools  of  Construction. —  The  powers 
of  the  National  Government  are  the  great  constitutional 
question  of  the  National  history.  It  has  called  into  exist- 
ence two  schools  of  politics,  Strict-construction  and  Loose- 
construction.  The  founders  of  these  schools  were  Thomas 
Jefferson  and  Alexander  Hamilton.  The  first  school  have 
clung  to  the  enumerated  powers  ;  the  second  have  empha- 
sized the  implied  powers.  The  first  give  prominence  to  the 
Stat^;  the  second  seek  to  give  to  the  Nation  strength  and 
dignity.  The  first  lay  stress  on  Amendment  X.;  the  sec- 
ond on  clauses  i  and  18  of  section  8.  Clause  i  is  some- 
times called  the  "  elastic  clause  "  and  the  "  general  welfare 
clause,"  and  it  is  the  great  bulwark  of  the  party  founded 
by  Hamilton. 

416.  Limitations  of  the  Two  Schools. — It  must  not 
be  supposed,  however,  that  Strict-constructionists  as  a  body 
have  denied  that  there  are  implied  powers,  or  that  Loose- 
construction  is  ts  as  a  body  have  denied  that  the  States  have 
rights.  The  question  is  a  relative  one,  viz. :  How  far  shall 
the  doctrines  of  State  rights  or  of  implied  powers  be 
pushed  ?  Each  school  has  tended  to  exaggerate  its  chosen 
principle.  Extremists  of  the  one  school  have  belittled  the 
Nation,  extremists  of  the  other  have  belittled  the  States. 


=34 


THB  AMERICAN  GOVERNMENT. 


Either  theory  pushed  to  an  extreme  destroys  the  Constitu- 
tion. Strict-construction  thua  pressed  makes  the  Uuioa  a 
rope  of  sand ;  Loose- construction,  the  will  of  Congress 
the  supreme  law  of  the  land.  Statesmen  and  parties  have 
sometimes  shifted  their  principles  of  construction,  owing 
to  political  conditions.  Strict -constructionists  in  posses- 
sion of  the  Government  have  strongly  emphasized  implied 
;  Loose -constructionists  in  opposition  have  empha- 
sized State  rights  as  strongly.  Still,  the  dividing  line  is 
istjnctly  traced  in  history. 

Qaestions    iQTOlving  Construction.— A  Tew  of  the    many 
Questions  iavolviug  melhods  of  coiislnictiou  may  be  patliculariied. 

Ill  1791  Mr.  Jefferson  opposed  the  first  United  States  Bank  on 
e  ground  that  the  Constitution  did  i;ot  authorize  such  an  institu- 
tion. Hamilton  defended  it  on  the  ground  tliat  it  was  necessary  to 
create  aud  maintain  the  public  credit,  to  carry  on  the  fiscal  business 
of  the  Government,  and  to  promote  the  general  welfare.  lu  1817  the 
party  that  Jefferson  had  founded,  chartered  the  second  Bank  for  sub- 
stantially the  same  reasons  that  Hamilton  had  assigned  for  chartering 
the  first  one.  The  Supreme  Court  in  1S20  declared  the  Bank  consti- 
tutional, but  President  Jackson,  in  1832,  vetoed  a  bill  recharteriugit, 
because,  he  said,  it  was  unconstitutioual.  When  tlie  present  system 
of  National  Banks  was  created  in  1863,  the  Democratic  party  stood 
on  Sttict-cou struct! on  ground,  the  Republican  on  Looae-coiistruction 
ground.  TheSitpremeCourt  having  decided  that  Congress  has  juris- 
diction over  the  subject,  constitutional  objections  have  practically 
ceased.  This  history  was  in  substance  repeated  in  relation  to  legal 
tenders. 

a.  In  i8o5  Congress  made  it3  first  appropriation  for  the  Cnmber- 
Ifljid  Road,  con  uec  ling  the  Sea-board  with  the  Mississippi  Valley; 
and  this  was  the  beginning  of  such  improvements  made  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  National  Government.  The  question  of  const itutioual 
power  was  raised,  and  from  1S30  to  rS6o  internal  improvements  were 
a  party  question.  Presidents  of  the  Strict- construction  school  some- 
times vetoed  bills  for  such  improvements ;  the  Whig  party  always 
favored  a  liberal  policy.  At  present  public  improvements  can  hanily 
be  called  a  constitutional  question ;  the  annual  River  aud  Harbor  Bill 
is  not  a  party  measure.  The  constitutional  argument  in  favor  of 
these  appropriations  has  assumed  such  forms  as  these  :  They  pro- 
mote the  general  welfare  ;  they  are  necessary  to  carry  out  the  ex- 
pressly delegated  powers ;  they  contribute  to  the  common  defense ; 
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Congress  may  establish  post-roads  and  provide  for  the  transportation 
of  troops  aad  njuiiitions  of  war. 

3,  In  organizing  the  revenue  system  of  the  Government,  Hamil- 
ton recommended  that  customs-duties  he  so  levied  as  to  afford  inci- 
dentalproteclion  to  Americau  manufacturers.  This  recommendation 
was  embodied  in  law*,  anil  from  that  time  the  protective  principle 
has  commonly  been  more  or  less  Tecogniied  in  revenue  legislation. 
It  has  been  denied  that  the  Constitution  gives  Congress  powerto  levy 
duties  aad  other  taxes  save  for  revenue  purposes;  to  which  it  is 
replied  that  the  general- welfare  clause  gives  all  the  power  that  is 

4.  Mr.  Jefferson  in  1803  thought  the  anne^cation  of  Louisiana  and 
other  foreign  territory  unconstitutional ;  history  made  it  necessary, 
the  Supreme  Court  gave  its  sanction,  the  Nation  acquiesced,  and  the 
power  has  long  been  admitted  without  question. 

These  are  but  a  few  of  the  many  questions  that  could  be  men- 
tioned under  this  bead.  It  has  been  denied  that  the  census,  as  now 
organized,  is  constitutional,  since  tlie  Constitutiou  merely  mentions 
an  enumeration  of  the  people.  The  Bureau  of  Education  also  has 
encountered  constitutional  objections. 

418.  Movement  of  Political  Thought. — This  brief  review  shows 
that  certain  questions  once  discussed  in  the  constitutional  forum 
have  been  practically  removed  from  that  forum,  aud  become  simply 
questions  of  political  expediency.  It  shows,  also,  that  Loose-con- 
struction has  made  steady  progress  since  the  foundation  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. In  fact,  the  Constitution  of  1893  is,  in  practice,  a  very  dif- 
ferent instrument  from  the  Constitution  of  1795.  Propositions  that 
would  then  have  been  opposed  as  invasions  of  Stale  rights,  are  now 
accepted,  even  by  Strict- constructionists,  as  a  matter  of  course. 
Among  the  causes  of  this  movement  of  political  thought,  these  may 
be  mentioned  ; 

Territorial  growth  and  the  formation  of  new  Slates  that  were,  in 
great  degree,  the  creations  of  the  Federal  Government.  When  a 
Loose-construct  ion  party  has  obtained  possession  of  the  Govern- 
ment, it  has  carried  its  ideas  into  practice,  and  the  Strict -construc- 
tion party  succeeding  it,  finding  that  those  views  have  become 
familiar  to  the  people,  have  accepted  some  of  them.  The  exercise 
of  the  unlimited  war  power,  especially  in  the  Civil  War,  has  tended 
enormously  to  centralize  power.  Then,  the  n  on -political  decisions  of 
the  National  Courts  have  uniformly  tended  strongly  to  Loose-con- 
ctiou  principles.  And  finally,  social,  industrial,  and  commercial 
changes  have  compelled  Congress  to  assume  new  powers.' 


CHAPTER  XXVI. 

THE  LIMITATIONS  OF  THE  UNION. 

Articlb  I. 

419.  Reasons  for  Such  Limitations.-  As  we  have 

seen,  the  Government  of  the  United  States  is  one  of  hmited 
or  delegated  powers.  The  first  Hmitation,  and  the  greatest 
one  of  all,  is  the  States,  to  which  powers  not  delegated  to 
the  Union  are  mainly  reseri'ed,  But  implied  powers,  in  the 
very  nature  of  the  case,  are  matters  of  opinion  or  judgment. 
Hence  Congress,  in  the  use  of  its  discretion,  might  exer- 
cise powers  that  the  people  did  not  intend  to  delegate. 
Public  discussion  and  the  elections  would  correct  such 
abuses  of  power  in  ordinary  cases  ;  but  there  were  some 
points  deemed  so  important  by  the  Federal  Convention  as 
to  demand  safeguards  in  the  form  of  positive  prohibitions. 
Some  of  these  powers  are  forbidden  merely  because  they 
were  deemed  inexpedient  or  impolitic ;  others,  because 
their  exercise  would  lead  to  injustice  and  oppression. 

Section  9,  Clause  1. — The  migration  or  importation  of  Biicli  per- 
sons as  any  of  tlie  Stales  now  esisting  shall  Ihink  proper  to  admit 
shall  not  he  prohibited  by  the  Congress  prior  to  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  eight,  Ijut  a  tax  or  duty  may  be  imposed  on 
Buch  importation,  not  exceeding  ten  dollars  for  each  person. 

420.  The  Slave  Trade.— All  the  States  but  North 
Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia  had  prohibited  the 
slave  trade  before  1787,  and  a  majority  of  the  Convention 
desired  to  put  Congress  in  a  position  to  make  the  prohibi- 
tion universal.  But  these  three  States  objected.  After  no 
little  dissension,  the  difficulty  was  adjusted,  as  above,  in  the 
third  compromise.  The  tax  permitted  was  never  imposed. 
In  1794  Congress  prohibited  the  exportation  of  slaves,  and 
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ia  i8»7  it  prohibited  their  importation,  the  act  to  take  effect 
January  i,  1808.  In  i82oit  declared  the  Slave  trade  piracy, 
Siction  9,  Clause  2. — The  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus 
shall  not  be  suspended,  uiiles3  when,  in  cases  of  rebellion  or  invasion, 
the  public  safety  may  requite  it. 

421.     The  Habeas  Corpus  in  England. — The  writ  of 

habeas  corpus  is  one  of  the  most  ancient  and  valuable  politi- 
cal institutions  of  England.  Its  origin  dates  from  before 
Magna  Ckarla.  Kings  sometimes  strove  to  restrict  its 
operation,  or  to  ignore  it  altogether,  but  these  attempts 
came  practically  to  an  end  with  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act  of 
1679.  For  centuries  the  writ  has  there  been  the  main  safe- 
guard of  personal  liberty. 

Hallam  thus  explains  the  ancient  operation  of  the  writ  r  "  From 
earliest  records  of  the  English  law,  no  freeman  could  be  detained  in 
prison,  escept  upon  a  criminal  charge  or  convielion,  or  for  a  civil 
debt.  In  the  former  cose  it  was  always  in  his  power  to  demand  of 
the  Court  of  the  King's  Bench  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  ad  subjicieti' 
duin  directed  to  the  person  detaining  him  in  custody,  by  which  he 
was  enjoined  to  bring  up  the  body  of  the  prisoner,  with  the  warrant 
of  commitment,  that  the  court  might  judge  of  its  sufficiency,  remand 
the  party,  admit  him  to  bail,  or  discharge  him,  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  charge."' 

432.     The  Operation  of  the  Writ. —  A  prisoner,  or 
some  person  for  him,  makes  an  application  to  a  judge  of 
competent  jurisdiction,  alleging  that  the  prisoner  is  unlaw- 
fully confined,  reciting  the  history  of  the  case,  and  praying 
that  he  be  set  at  liberty.     The  judge,  if  he  thinks  the  facts 
call  for  his  interference,  issues  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  com- 
manding the  officer  having  the  person  in  custody  to  produce 
him  in  court  and  to  show  reason  for  his  detention.     If  t 
o£&cer  gives  a  good  reason  for  his  action,  the  judge  ler 
the  prisoner  in   his  hands ;   if  not,  he  discbarges  hi 
admits  him  to  bail.     The  writ  is  sometimes  used  to  li 
persons  confined  in  hospitals  for  the  insane 
possession  of  children  who  are  in  the  cus' 
sons  than  the  claimants.     It  takes  its  nr 
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'habeas  corpus,  you  may  have  the  body,  found  in  the  old 
Latin  foTm. 

423.  Cases  of  Suspension.^This  writ  was  in  full  force 

and  vigor  in  the  States  when  the  Constitution  was  framed. 
It  was  considered  the  high-water  mark  that  personal  liberty 
had  reached  in  the  long  conflict  with  kingly  power.  Nat- 
urally therefore  the  Constitution  prescribed  that  it  should 
not  be  suspended,  unless  in  the  gravest  emergencies.  At 
such  times,  when  society  is  disturbed,  when  ofBcers  having 
prisoners  in  custody  cannot  attend  to  civil  business,  when 
it  may  be  impossible  to  produce  the  witnesses  against  the 
accused,  or  when  it  is  proper  to  confine  men  against  whom 
legal  offenses  cannot  be  proved  in  courts  of  justice,  the 
writ  may  be  suspended  in  the  name  of  the  public  safety. 

424.  'Who  Shall  Suspend  ? — ^The  common  answer  to 
the  question  is  Congress.  In  fact,  however,  it  has  always 
been  done  by  the  President.  The  first  suspension  was  in 
April,  1S61,  when  President  Lincoln  authorized  General 
Scott  to  disregard  it  on  the  line  of  travel  between  Washing- 
ton and  Philadelphia,  In  May  the  suspension  was  extended 
to  Florida,  in  July  to  New  York,  and  in  September  it  was 
made  general  in  cases  of  arrest  by  military  authority  for  dis- 
loyal practices.  In  March,  1863,  Congress  passed  an  act 
of  indemnity,  legalizing  the  President's  acts  in  respect  to 
the  writ,  and  authorizing  him  to  suspend  it  throughout  the 
United  States,  or  in  any  part  thereof,  whenever,  in  his 
judgment,  the  public  safety  might  require  it.  In  Septem- 
ber, 1S63,  the  President  made  such  a  suspension  through- 
out the  country,  in  the  case  of  deserters  and  of  persons 
resisting  the  draft  or  accused  of  offenses  against  the  military 
or  naval  service.  The  war  over,  the  suspension  was  grad- 
ually withdrawn,  but  it  was  not  until  August,  1866,  that 
the  privilege  of  the  writ  was  restored  in  Texas. 

425.  Military  Arrests  in  the  Civil  War.^A  great  uumber  of  mil- 
itary arrests  were  made  in  tbe  course  of  thifj  war.  Citizen  prisoners 
to  the  number  of  38,000  were  reported  to  the  Provost  Marshal's  Office 
a  Washington.    Chief  Justice  Ta,ney,  as  well  as  State  judges,  issued 


THE  LIMITATI9NS  OF  THE  UNION. 

writs  of  habeas  corpus  in  the  interest  of  some  of  them,  but  the  Fed- 
eral officers  to  whom  they  were  directed  refused  to  obey  them.  A 
few  of  the  prisoners  were  tried  by  conrt-martiaJ,  but  most  of  them 
were  in  time  discharged  without  trial.  On  the  one  hand,  il  was 
denied  that  the  suspension  of  the  writ  was  constitutional,  aud 
affirmed  that  many  arrests  were  made  without  reason  ;  on  the  other 
hand,  it  was  said  that  the  Nation  was  engaged  in  a  tremendous  war, 
calling  for  all  its  energies,  that  many  persons  not  in  the  military 
or  naval  service  were  secretly  or  openly  giving  aid  and  comfort  to 
the  enemy,  aud  that  the  Government  must  use  summary  and  vigor- 
ous means  in  self-defense. 

426.  The  MlUigan  Case. — In  October,  1864,  a  court-martial  sit- 
ting in  Indianapolis  sentenced  several  citizens  of  Indiana  to  death 
for  treasonable  practices.  The  President  commuted  the  sentence  to 
imprisonment  for  life,  and  the  prisoners  were  sent  to  the  Ohio  peni- 
tentiary. In  December,  1S66,  the  case  of  these  prisoners,  known  as 
tbe  Milligan  Case,  from  the  principal  actor,  came  before  the  Supreme 
Court.  The  Court  set  the  prisoners  at  liberty,  and  overturned  the 
whole  legal  theory  underlying  their  arrest  and  trial.  Tbe  Court 
held  that  "  martial  rule  can  never  exist  where  the  courts  are  open, 
and  in  the  proper  aud  uuobstcuctive  exercise  of  their  jurisdiction,"  ' 
Also  that  "the  suspension  of  the  writ  does  not  authorize  the  arrest 
of  any  one,  but  simply  denies  the  one  arrested  the  privilege  of  this 
writ  in  order  to  obtain  his  liberty."' 

Section  9,  Clauses- — No  bill  of  attainder  or  ex  post  /ado  law  shall 
be  passed. 

427.  A  Bill  of  Attainder. — Mr.  Justice  Field,  deliv- 
ering a  decisiou  of  tbe  Supreme  Court,  thus  defines  such 
■■\,'a  bill :  "A  Bill  of  Attainder  is  a  legislative  act  which  in- 
I  Aflicts  punishmeat  without  a  judicial  trial.  If  the  punish- 
ment be  less  than  death,  the  act  is  termed  a  bill  of  pains 
and  penalties.  Within  the  meaning  of  the  Constitution, 
bills  of  attainder  include  bills  of  pains  and  penalties.  In 
these  cases  the  legislative  body,  in  addition  to  its  legiti- 
mate functions,  exercises  the  powers  and  office  of  judge  ; 
it  assumes,  in  the  language  of  the  text-hooks,  judicial  mag- 
istracy ;  it  pronounces  upon  the  guilt  of  the  party,  without 
any  of  the  forms  or  safeguards  of  trial ;  it  determines  the 
sufficiency  of  the  proofs  produced,  whether  ccnformable  to 
tbe  rules  of  evidence  or  otherwise ;  and  it  fixes  the  degree 
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of  punishment  in  accordance  with  its  own  notions  of  the 
enonnity  of  the  offense These  bills  are  gen- 
erally directed  against  individuals  by  name ;  but  they  may 
be  directed  against  a  whole  class."  ' 

Bvidently  bills  of  attainder  ma.y  be  made  terrible  iuatruments  of 
cruelty  and  oppression.  Once  kings  of  England  frequently  obtained 
tbeir  passage  in  the  name  of  the  public  safety,  in  order  to  crush  their 
enemies,  but  since  1796  no  such  bill  has  passed  Parliament.  Bills  of 
attainder,  or  what  amounted  to  the  same  thing,  were  much  emplo3-ed 
in  the  Revolution  to  punish  the  adherents  of  the  Royal  cause  ;  but  the 
Coaveiition  of  1787  considered  it  necessary  to  put  so  dangerous  a 
power  beyond  the  reach  of  either  Congress  or  the  States,  and  so  pro- 
hibited it  to  Congress  in  the  above  clause,  and  to  the  States  in  sec- 
tion 10,  clause  I. 

428.  Ex  Post  Facto  Laws. — "  An  ex  post /ado  law," 
says  Chief  Justice  Marshall,  "is  one  which  renders  an  act 
punishable  in  a  manner  in  which  it  was  not  punishable 
when  it  was  committed.  Such  a  law  may  inflict  penalties 
on  the  person,  or  may  inflict  pecuniary  penalties  which 
swell  the  public  treasury.'"'  In  the  United  States,  the 
phrase,  ex  post  f  ado  relates  to  criminal  laws  only.  Such  laws 
are  repugnant  to  natural  reason  and  feeling. 

Section  9,  Clause  4. — No  capitation  c 
laid,  unless  in  proportion  to  Ihe  eens 
before  directed  to  be  taken. 

Section  9,  Clause  5. — No  tax  or  duty  shall  be  laid  on  articles 
eiported  from  any  State. 

Section  g.  Clause  6.^No  preference  shall  be  given  by  any  reg- 
idation  of  commerce  or  revenue  to  the  ports  of  one  Slate  over  those 
of  another ;  nor  shall  vessels  bound  to  or  from  one  State  be  obliged 
to  enter,  clear,  or  pay  duties  in  another. 

429.  Export  Duties. — This  is  an  absolute  prohibition 
of  taxes  on  exports  levied  at  the  custom-house  ;  but  prod- 
ucts intended  for  the  foreign  market  may  be  taxed  by 
Congress  and  by  the  States  the  same  as  products  intended 
for  the  home  market.  The  objection  to  export  duties  is, 
that  they  increase  the  price  of  products,  and  so  make  it 


THE  LIMITATIONS  OP  THE  UNION. 


241 


more  difficult  for  exporters  to  find  markets.  Still,  some  of 
the  ablest  meu  io  the  Convention  were  opposed  to  denying 
Congress  this  power,  on  the  ground  that  exports  would  be 
a  fruitful  source  of  revenue. 

430.  Preferences  as  to  Ports. — The  Constitution 
was  framed  on  the  principle  that  the  people  of  the  different 
States  are  entitled  to  equal  rights  and  privileges  ;  and  the 
prohibitiou  of  any  preference  of  the  ports  of  one  State  to 
those  of  another  sprang  from  this  principle.  This  is  in 
the  same  line  as  the  first  clause  of  the  previous  section  re- 
quiring all  duties,  imposts,  and  excises  to  be  uniform 
throughout  the  United  States. 

431.  Entering  and  Clearing,— These  are  technical 
terms  relating  to  the  custom-house.  For  a  ship  to  enter  is 
to  report  her  arrival,  cargo,  etc.,  to  the  custom-house  author- 
ities ;  to  clear  is  to  obtain  from  the  same  authorities  the 
necessary  papers  giving  her  leave  to  sail.  All  ships  arriv- 
ing from  foreign  ports  must  enter,  all  ships  sailing  to  such 
ports  must  clear;  but  vessels  sailing  from  one  American 
port  to  another  are  not  obliged  to  enter,  clear,  or  pay 
duties  in  the  ports  of  any  State  other  than  that  to  or  from 
which  they  may  be  bound.  The  first  part  of  the  clause  limits 
Congress  ;  the  second  part,  both  Congress  and  the  States. 

Section  9,  Clause  7. — No  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  treasury, 
but  in  consequence  of  appropriations  made  bylaw;  and  a  legular 
statement  and  account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  all  public 
money  shall  be  published  from  lime  to  time. 

432.  Congress  Controls  the  Treasury. — This  clause 
is  a  limitation  of  the  Executive  Department.  It  puts  the 
expenditure  of  the  public  funds  in  the  hands  of  Congress, 
ju.st  as  previous  clansss  put  the  raising  of  funds  in  its 
hands.  The  statement  and  account  of  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures are  found  in  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  on  the  State  of  the  Finances. 

The  ordinary  expenses  of  the  Government  are  provided  for  an- 
nually in  general  appropriation  bills,  such  as  the  River  and  Harbor, 
Agricultural,  Army,  Navy,  Coasular  and    Diplomatic,  Indian,  Mill- 
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tary  Academy,  Post-Office.  Deficiency,  District  of  Columbia,  Fortifi- 
,  Legislative,  Executive,  aud  Judicial,  Pension,  and  Sundry 
Civil  Bills.  lu  these  bills  the  objects  for  which  the  appropriations 
are  made,  with  the  particular  amounts,  are  minutely  specified.  The 
Deficiency  Bill  provides  fiar  expenditures  not  fully  met  by  the  regu- 
lar appropriatioaa  for  the  year  before. 

Section  9,  Clause  8.  — No  title  of  nobility  shall  be  granted  by  the 
United  States  ;  and  no  person  holding  any  oflice  of  profit  or  trust 
under  them  shall,  without  the  consent  of  the  Congress,  accept  of  any 
present,  emolument,  office,  or  title  of  any  kind  whatever,  from  any 
king,  prince,  or  foreign  state. 

433.  Titles  of  Nobility  and  Presents.  — Titles  of 
nobility  go  with  aristocrat ical  and  monarchical  institu- 
tions, and  are  repugnant  to  a  republican  society  aud 
government.  Mr.  Hamilton  called  tbeir  prohibition  the 
corner-stone  of  republicanism.  The  second  prohibition  of 
'  the  clause  is  intended  to  prevent  foreign  states  from  influ- 
encing the  officers  of  our  Government  by  giving  them  gifts 
and  titles.  In  former  times  the  policy  of  one  nation  was 
sometimes  largely  controlled  by  another  in  this  way.  Eng- 
lish kings  once  did  not  disdain  to  accept  largesses  from 
the  kiugs  of  France.  Presents  are  sometimes  made  by 
foreign  powers  to  officers  of  the  United  States  out  of  com- 
pliment, but  they  either  pass  into  the  custody  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, or  Congress  gives  those  for  whom  they  are 
intended  permission  to  receive  them. 

All  the  above  prohibitions  relate  to  National  officers  merely.  In 
resB  proposed,  but  the  States  did  not  ratify,  the  following 
Amendment  to  the  Constitution:  "If  any  citizen  of  the  United 
Slates  shall  accept,  claim,  receive,  or  retain  any  title  of  nobility  or 
honor,  or  shall,  without  the  consent  of  Congress,  accept  and  retain 
any  present,  pension,  office,  or  emolument  of  any  kind  whatever 
from  any  emperor,  king,  prince,  or  foreign  power,  such  person  shall 
« to  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  Slates,  and  shall  be  incapable  of 
holding  any  office  of  trust  or  profit  under  them,  or  either  of  them." 


CHAPTER  XXVII. 

THE  LIMITATIONS  OF  THB  STATES. 
Article  I. 
434-  General  Reasons. — Duly  to  limit  tlie  States  was 
no  less  importaut  than  duly  to  limit  the  Union.  In  1787 
the  States  were  strong,  the  Union  weak.  States  had  per- 
sistently neglected  to  discharge  their  duties  under  the  Con- 
federation. Hence  it  was  almost  as  necessary  positively  to 
deny  them  powers  the  possession  of  whicli  was  incon- 
sistent with  a  vigorous  general  government,  as  it  was  to 
add  to  the  powers  of  that  government. 

Section  10,  Clause  i. — No  State  aliall  eater  into  any  treaty,  alli- 
ance, or  confederation  ;  grant  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal;  coin 
money  ;*emit  bills  of  credit ;  make  auytbing  but  gold  and  silver  coin 
a  lender  in  payment  of  debts  ;  pass  any  bill  of  attainder,  ex  post f ado 
law,  or  law  impairing  tbe  obligation  of  contracts,  or  grant  any  title 
of  nobility. 

435.  Reasons  for  these  Prohibitions. — If  a  State 
could  enter  into  treaties,  alliances,  and  confederations,  and 
grant  letters  of  marqne  and  reprisal,  the  Nation  would 
thereby  be  drawn  into  difficulties,  and  the  Union  would 
soon  be  broken  up.  The  exercise  by  the  States  of  such 
powers  would  make  them  sovereign  States,  In  fact,  nearly 
all  of  the  powers  enumerated  in  this  clause  were  denied 
to  the  States  in  the  Articles  of  Confederation. 

436.  Bills  of  Credit. — The  Supreme  Court  has  de- 
fined bills  of  credit  as  "paper  issued  by  the  sovereign 
power  containing  a  pledge  of  its  faith,  and  designed  to  cir- 
culate as  money."  Congress  and  the  States  issued  such 
money  in  large  quantities  in  the  Revolution  ;  the  intoler- 
able evils  that  these  bills  produced  were  fresh  in  the  minds 


244 


THE  AMERICAN  GOVERNMENT. 


of  the  men  wlio  framed  the  Coustitutiou  ;  and,  to  prevent 
the  recurrence  of  similar  evils,  they  voted  down  a  propo- 
sition authorizing  Congress  to  emit  bills  of  credit,  and  pro- 
hibited the  Slates  from  issuing  them.  According  to  Mr, 
Madison,  the  purpose  was  to  give  Congress  the  power  to 
issue  bills  not  having  the  legal-tender  quality,  but  to  pro- 
hibit the  States  absolutely. 

For  the  States  to  coin  money,  emit  bills  of  credit,  and  make  any- 
thing but  gold  aiid  silver  a  tender  in  payment  of  debts,  would  be 
repugnant  to  the  sovereignty  of  the  Union.  Besides,  their  exercise 
lese  powers  woald  introduce  endless  confusion  into  the  monetary 
a  of  the  country,  as  is  well  illustrated  by  the  history  of  the  Con- 
ration  and  of  the  Stale  banks. 

437.  The  Obligation  of  a  Contract. — Chief  Justice 
Marshall  says  a  contract  is  "an  agreement  in  which  a  party 
'  undertakes  to  do,  or  not  to  do,  a  particular  thing. ' '  Accord- 
ingly, it  creates  duties  and  rights  between  two  or  more  par- 
ties. The  obligation  of  a  contract  is  its  binding  force  or 
sanction  upon  all  the  parties  concerned.  However,  this 
obligation  does  not  arise  unless  the  contract  is  one  that 
the  law  sanctions.  Thus,  a  man  who  agrees  to  pay  money 
without  an  equivalent  is  not  bound  to  pay  the  money,  be- 
cause such  a  contract  is  not  binding.  A  law  impairing  the 
obligation  of  a  contract  is  a  law  that  weakens  or  destroys 
its  binding  force.  Two  or  more  men  entering  into  a  con 
tract,  do  so  with  reference  to  the  law  as  it  is  at  the  lime, 
and  no  law  should  afterward  interfere  with  what  they  have 
done. 

438.  The  Dartmouth  College  Case.— Judge  Coolejsays  no  clause 
of  theCoustituiion  has  been  more  prolific  of  litigation,  and  given  rise 
to  more  animated,  and,  at  time;.,  angry  coutroversy  than  this  one  in 
relation  to  contracts.  The  best  known  case  that  has  arisen  under  it 
is  the  Dartmouth  College  Case.'  The  New  Hampshire  Legislature 
materially  changed  by  law  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the  charter  of 
Dartmouth  College,  granted  many  years  before.  Tliis  law  the  Su- 
preme Court  set  aside  in  1818,  on  tlie  ground  that  the  charter  was  a 
contract  between  the  State  and  the  college  corporation,  and  that  the 
law  impaired  it.     This  decision,  wliich  has  since  been  the  great  bul- 
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wart  of  vested  rights  in  the  United  States,  has  been  somewhat  modi- 
Qed  bj  recent  decisioDS. 

439.  No  Prohibition  on  Congress.— Congress  is  not  prohibited 
(ram  impairing  contracts,  but  it  was  assumed  that  such  prohibition 
was  not  necessary.  It  has  been  held  that  the  Legal  Tender  Acts  had 
that  effect     The  argument  is  that  contracts  requiriug  the  payment 


1861-3  when  these  acts  were  passed,  were  made 
;r  only  were  legal  money;  that  these  contracts 
ts  equivalent,  to  satisfy  them  ;  while  the  acts 
satisfied  with  depreciated  paper  money.  Chief 
nsoned  in  1S68,  but  the  Supreme  Court  did  not 


«  "law  impairing 
t  is  the  business  of 
to  other  parts  of 
;hich  esista  in  all 
rights  shall  cease 
me.  For  ei- 
1  tweuty-one 
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money,  ciisting  1 
when  gold  and  ail' 
called  for  coin,  or 
allowed  them  to  be 
Justice  Chase  thus  r 
lake  that  view. 

440.  The  Statute  of  Limitations,— The  pi 
the  obligation  of  contracts"  is  purely  technical, 
the  courts  to  declare  its  meaning,  and  to  adjus 
our  jurisprudence.     The  Statute  of  Limitation. 
Bnglish-speaking  countries,  declares  that  certt 
if  they  are  not  asserted  or  prosecuted  within  a  certaiu 
ample,  title  to  laud,  under  these  couditions,   lapsei 
years.     The  Supreme  Court  has  decided'  that  such 
impair  the  obligation  of  contracts,  unless  they  are  made  retroactive. 
A  similar  decision  has  been  rendered  concerning  usury  laws. 

the  consent  of  the 
or  exports  eicept 
s  inspection  laws  ; 
imposts  laid  by  any  State  on 
of  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States  ;  and  all  such  laws  shall  be  subject  to  the  revision  and  control 
of  the  Congress. 

441.  Inspection  Laws.— The  great  object  of  inspec- 
tion laws  is  to  bring  certain  commodities  offered  for  sale,  as 
meats,  flour,  oil,  and  the  like,  up  to  a  given  standard  of 
quality.  This  is  in  the  interest  of  both  producer  and  con- 
sumer. The  inspector examinesthecoramodity,  and  marks 
the  cask  or  package.  Inspection  laws  cannot  be  kept  up 
without  expense,  and  the  above  clause  permits  the  States, 
without  asking  the  consent  of  Congress,  to  lay  such  duties 
on  exports  and  imports,  in  the  form  of  fees,  as  may  be  nec- 
essary to  defray  this  expense.  But  if  there  is  an  excess  of 
fees  collected,  over  and  above  defraying  such  cost,  then  the 


Section  10,  Clause  2.— No  State  shall,  withoi 
Congress,  lay  any  imposts  or  duties  on  iropoil 
what  may  lie  absolutely  necessary  for  e: 
and  the  net  produce  of  all  duties  a 
imports  or  exports,  shall  be  for  the 
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States  must  pay  such  excess  into  the  National  treasury. 
Moreover,  Congress  has  full  power  to  revise  aud  control  al! 
inspection  laws.  To  permit  the  States  to  levy  taxes  upon 
imports  and  exports  for  a  wider  purpose  than  to  enforce 
these  important  laws,  would  prevent  commerce  from  being 
National. 

442.  Limits  of  This  Power. — How  far  the  provision  in  regard 
to  inspection  laws  extends,  is  a  question  that  has  been  often  before 
the  Supreme  Court.  A  law  of  Maryland  requiring  importers  of  goods 
in  bales  or  packages  to  take  out  a  license,  was  declared  unconstitu- 
tional. Chief  Justice  Marshall '  laid  dowu  the  rule  that  the  right  to 
import  goods  involves  the  right  to  sell  them,  and  that  solongassuch 
goo'ls  remain  in  the  original  packages  they  are  a  part  of  the  foreign 
commerce  of  the  country,  and  not  taxable  by  the  State.  But  licenses 
imposed  by  States  on  retail  liquor- dealers  are  constitutional,  even 
when  the  liquors  sold  are  imported,  such  dealers  not  being  importers, 
or  not  selling  the  liquors  in  hulU.^  To  raise  money  for  the  support  of 
marine  hospitals,  Massachusetts  and  New  York  enacted  laws  levy- 
ing taxes  upon  alien  passengers  arriving  in  their  ports,  but  the 
Court  set  these  laws  aside  as  invasions  of  the  right  of  Congress  to 
regulate  commerce.^ 

Section  10,  Clause  3.— No  State  shall,  without  the  consent  of  Con- 
gress, lay  any  duty  of  tonnage,  keep  troops  or  ships  (,f  war  in  lime 
of  peace,  enter  into  any  agreement  or  compact  with  another  Stale,  or 
with  a  foreign  power,  or  engage  in  war,  unless  actually  invaded,  or 
in  such  imminent  danger,  as  will  not  admit  of  delay. 

443.  Tonnage  Duties. — A  duty  of  tonnage  is  a  tax 
laid  on  ships  according  to  their  burden  or  carrying  capacity, 
and  is  computed  by  the  ton.  The  Stales  may  tax  ships 
belonging  to  citizens  or  other  persons  residing  within  their 
borders  as  other  property  is  taxed,  according  to  their  value. 
The  imposition  of  tonnage  duties  by  States  would  be  plainly 
inconsistent  with  the  regulation  of  commerce  by  Congress  ; 
it  would  soon  derange  the  whole  commercial  system,  aud 
might  even  throw  the  country  back  into  the  commercial 
condition  that  existed  before  1789. 

444.  State  Troops,  Ships  of  IVar,  Etc — The  con- 
cluding prohibitions  of  the  clause  are  absolutely  essential 
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to  the  peace  and  security,  and  even  the  existence  of  the 
Nation.  If  the  States  could  keep  troops  or  ships  of  war  in 
time  of  peace  ;  euter  into  agreements  or  compacts  with  one 
another,  or  with  foreign  powers ;  or  engage  in  war,  unless 
invaded  or  in  imminent  danger,  the  Union  would,  in  a 
short  time,  be  whollj'  hroken  up.  Unions  would  be  formed 
within  the  Uuion  ;  State  treaties  with  foreign  powers  would 
be  made  ;  war  would  result,  and  disintegration  would  surely 
follow. 

445.  The  States  not  Sovereign.  —  It  is  idle  to  hold 
that  any  body  politic  is  sovereign,  in  the  proper  sense  of  the 
word,  which  is  denied  such  powers  as  entering  into  treaties 
and  compacts,  granting  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal,  coin- 
ing money,  emitting  bills  of  credit,  establishing  legal  ten- 
der, laying  imposts  and  tonnage  taxes,  keeping  troops  and 
ships  of  war  in  times  of  peace,  and  engaging  in  war. 

NOTE.— The  ijifficulty  of  adjusting  the  powers  of  CoagiesB  id  respect  to  com- 
merce to  Ihf  riehtsof  the  states,  has  been  rcmarkedin Chapter  XX 7. 

Hr,  Desty  groups  the  followiD^  points  that  had  been  adjusted,  with  appropti- 

est  of  the  community,  90  the  power  of  Slates  over  police  tegulBUonfl  is  supreme. 
A  State  law  iaCended  as  a  regulation  of  police,  is  not  a.  regulation  of  commerce, 
but  the  police  power  cannot  be  eitended  over  inter-State  transportation  of  the 
subjects  of  commerce.  A  State  may  regulate  the  posilioa  of  vessels  in  her  har- 
Ijors  or  rivera,  or  may  regulate  the  speed  of  steamers  or  railroad  trains.  States 
may  prohibit  the  introduction  of  slaves,  or  exclude  paupers,  criminals,  diseased 
or  inGrm  persons,  and  persons  afflicted  with  contagions  diseases,  and  may  exact 
a  Ixind  to  indemnify  from  expense  of  maintaining  passengers  after  arrival;  but  to 
exclude  passengers  who  are  in  possession  of  their  fnculties,  and  neither  panpeia 
nor  criminals,  Is  a  regDlation  of  commerce  which  the  State  cannot  exerdse.  So 
a  Stale  cannot  legislate  to  prevent  the  importation  ot  cattle  during  certain  sea- 
sons  of  the  year,  this  being  more  than  an  eierdse  of  its  police  powets ;  tut  it  may 
regulate  the  introduction  of  game  during  certain  months ;  but  forbidding  the  ex- 
portation of  game,  lawfully  killed  within  the  State,  is  unconstilntional.  A  Stale 
may  forbid  the  sale  of  an  illuminating  liquid  bclowa  certala  standard,  or  regulate 

The  police  power  extends  to  the  protection  of  the  lives,  limbs,  health,  comfort, 
morals,  and  quiet  of  all  persons,  and  the  protection  of  all  properly  in  the  State. 
This  clause  does  not  interfere  with  the  rights  of  States  to  enact  inspection, 
quann tine,  and  health  laws,  as  well  ad  laws  regulating  internal  commerce,  or 
commerce  local  in  its  character,  as  requiring  the  master  of  a  vessel  to  report  the 
names,  ages,  and  origin  of  passengera.    Inspection  laws  are  not  burdens  on 
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CHAPTER  XXVin. 

VESTING  THE  EXECUTIVE  POWER. 

ARTici,a  II. 

Section  i,  Clause  i. — Tbe  executive  power  shall  be  vested  in  a 

Presideut  of  tlie  United  Slates  of  America.     He  shall  hold  bis  office 

during  the  term  of  four  year  i,  and,  together  with  the  Vice -President, 

chosen  for  the  same  term,  be  elected  as  follows. 

446,  Need  of  a  National  Executive. — With  the 
throwing  off  of  allegiance  to  the  British  Crown,  the  States 
ceased  to  be  subject  to  any  commou  executive  authority. 
The  Goveruors  were  but  State  executives.  The  President 
of  Congress  was  merely  a  presiding  officer.  Congress  had 
some  slight  executive  powers,  but  there  was  no  proper 
National  executive.  Much  of  the  weakness  of  tlie  Confed- 
eration was  due  to  this  fact,  and  there  Was  in  tbe  Conven- 
tion of  1787  practical  unanimity  of  opinion  that  this  defect 
must  be  cured.  Accordingly,  the  Virginia  plan  and  the 
Jersey  plan,  Piuckney's  draft  and  Hamilton's  draft,  both 
provided  for  an  Executive  department. 

447.  An  Independent  Executive. ^The  leading  mem- 
bers of  the  Convention  were  determined  to  make  the  Ex- 
ecutive Department  thoroughly  independent  of  the  other 
departments,  and  especially  of  the  I,egislature.  Mr.  Madi- 
son said:  "Experience  in  all  the  States  had  evinced  a 
powerful  tendency  in  the  Legislature  to  absorb  all  power 
into  its  vortex.  This  was  the  real  source  of  danger  to  the 
American  coustitutions,  and  suggested  the  necessity  of  giv- 
ing every  defensive  authority  to  the  other  departments  that 
was  consistent  with  republican  principles. "  '  And  Mr. 
Hamilton:     "We  have  seen  that  the  tendency  of  repub- 
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licaa  governments  is  to  an  aggrandizemeut  of  the  legisla- 
tive at  the  expense  of  the  other  departments. ' ' ' 

448.  A  Single  Executive.— The  framers  of  the  Con- 
stitution were  more  or  less  jealous  of  executive  power.  To 
prevent  even  the  semblance  of  monarchy,  some  of  them 
favored  an  executive  that  should  consist  of  two  or  more 
persons,  chosen  from  the  same  number  of  divisions  of  the 
Union.  On  this  question  the  Virginia  plan  was  silent,  the 
Jersey  plan  proposed  a  plural  executive,  while  Pinckney  and 
Hamilton  each  proposed  a  single  executive.  By  a  vote  of 
eight  States  to  three  the  Convention,  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  adopted  the  unitary  plan. 

Mr.  Randolph  stated  that  the  arguments  against  a  single  executive 
were  these:  (i)  The  people  were  opposed  to  it,  and  it  would  uever 
have  their  confidence  ;  (2)  it  was  unnecessary  ;  and  (3)  a  single  chief 
magistrate  would  com  mo  uly  come  from  the  central  part  of  the  Dnioo, 
and  consequently  the  remote  parts  would  not  be  on  an  equal  fooling. 
It  was  replied  that  a  plurality  of  magistrates  chosen  for  the  same 
number  of  districts  wou:d  lead  to  constant  struggles  for  local  advan- 
tage; that  the  executive  power  would  be  weakened  by  its  divisions 
and  animosities ;  that  the  States  all  had  single  executives ;  that  a 
plural  eaecmive  would  be  particularly  ill-adapted  to  coiilrolUng  the 
militia,  the  army,  and  the  navy  ;  that  the  ammo-cities  arising  from  a 
tripartite  executive  would  not  only  interrupt  the  public  administra- 
tion, but  diifuse  their  poison  through  the  other  brauches  of  govern- 
ment, through  the  States,  and  at  length  through  the  people  at  large.^ 

449.  Style  and  Title  of  the  Executive.— Hamilton 
proposed  that  the  chief  magistrate  be  called  Governor, 
Pinckney  that  he  be  called  President.  A  report  submitted 
to  the  Convention  proposed  that  liis  style  should  be  The 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  his  title.  His  Excel- 
lency. President  was  already  familiar  to  the  country  ;  the 
Albany  plan  of  1754  contained  the  name  and  recommended 
such  an  o£&ce  ;  Congress  had  a  president,  and  some  of  the 
Statesstyledtheirchief  magistrates  President.  So  this  style 
was  generally  approved. 
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Soon  after  the  Government  went  into  operation,  some  of  the  Fed^ 
eralists  in  Congress  proposed  the  style,  His  Highness,  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  and  Protector  of  their  Liberties.  It  was  then 
agreed  that  the  President  should  be  addressed  in  official  documents 
simply  as  President  of  the  United  States. 

450.  Length  of  Term  and  Re-eligibility. — Hamilton 
proposed  that  the  President  should  serve  during  good  be- 
havior. A  single  term  of  seven  years  was  the  declared 
preference  of  the  Convention  almost  to  its  close,  when, 
owing  to  a  change  in  the  plan  of  election  that  had  previ- 
ously been  agreed  upon,  the  term  of  four  years  was  adopted, 
and  the  restriction  to  a  single  term  was  struck  out. 

The  wisdom  of  shortening  the  term  and  of  making  the  President 
eligible  for  a  second  term,  has  been  doubted  from  the  first,  and 
especially  in  recent  times.  The  main  argument  against  a  second 
term  is,  that  the  President  will  be  apt  to  use  the  power  that  his  office 
gives  him,  as  the  power  to  make  appointments  to  office,  to  promote 
his  re-election.  It  has  therefore  been  often  suggested  that  the  Con- 
stitution be  so  amended  as  to  limit  the  President  to  one  term  of  six 
or  seven  years. 


CHAPTER  XXIX. 
BLECTION  OF  PRESIDENT  AND  VICE-PRESIDENT,  i 
Article  II. 
Section  1,  Clause  2. — ^Each  State  shall  appoint,  in  such  manner  as 
the  Ijegislature  thereof  may  direct,  a  number  of  Electors  equal  to 
the  whole   number  of  Senators  and   Representatives  to  which  the 
State  may  be  entitled  in  the  Congress  ;  but  no  Senator  or  Represent- 
ative, or  person  holding  an  office  of  trust  or  profit  under  the  United 
States,  shall  he  appointed  an  Elector. 

451.  Mode  of  Election. — A  far  more  troublesome 
question  than  that  of  a  siugle  or  plural  executive  was, 
How  shall  the  Kxecutive  be  chosen  ?  It  is  said  to  have 
occupied  more  than  one-seventh  of  all  the  time  of  the  Con- 
vention. The  question  may  be  stated  in  this  more  definite 
form  :  How  the  Executive  could  be  chosen  and  at  the  same 
time  be  independent  of  the  power  that  chose  him.  Many 
different  plans  were  proposed  as,  election  by  the  Houses  of 
Congress,  by  the  Senate,  by  the  people  voting  en  masse,  by 
the  people  voting  in  districts  ;  election  by  electors  chosen 
by  the  Governors  of  the  States,  by  electors  chosen  by  the 
people,  by  electors  chosen  by  the  State  Legislatures,  by 
electors  chosen  by  lot  from  Congress,  by  secondary  electors 
chosen  by  primary  electors,  and  electors  appointed  as  the 
State  Legislatures  should  direct. 

452.  The  Convention's  First  Decision. — The  Vir- 
ginia plan  proposed  that  the  Executive  should  be  chosen  by 
Congress,  and  this  mode  of  election  was  the  decided  prefer- 
ence of  the  Convention  until  near  the  end  of  its  session. 
Many  times  it  declared  in  favor  of  this  mode  by  decided 
votes.  And  yet,  September  4,  the  Committee  of  Detail  rec- 
ommended election  by    electors,  and   two  days  later  this 
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plan  was  adopted  by  a  vote  as  decided  as  the  votes  that  had 
previously  approved  the  Virginia  plan.  The  electoral  plan 
appears  to  have  been  borrowed  from  Maryland,  in  which 
State  it  was  used  for  the  election  of  State  senators. 

453-  Objections  to  Election  by  Congress.  —  The  Convention 
finally  concluded  that  the  independence  of  the  President  could  not  be 
secured  if  Congress  elected  him.  It  was  admitted  that  a  re-election 
by  Congress,  or  the  possibility  of  a  re-electiou,  would  lead  to  serious 
evils.  The  President  would  be  little  more  than  a  creature  of  Con- 
gress. Limiting  him  to  a  single  term,  it  was  finally  concluded,  would 
not  meet  the  difficulty  ;  and  so  the  electoral  plan  was  adopted  be- 
cause it  would,  as  was  thought,  absolutely  exclude  the  National 
Legislature  from  any  share  in  the  election  of  the  President.  This 
jealousy  of  Congress,  as  well  as  of  all  official  influence  in  respect  to 
the  election,  appears  in  the  prohibition  :  "  No  Senator  or  Representa- 
tive, or  person  holding  an  office  of  trust  or  profit  under  the  United 
Stales,  shall  be  appointed  an  Elector." 

454.  Objections  to  Popular  Election. — On  the  other  hand,  it  was 
thought  impolitic  to  adopt  any  of  the  plans  of  popular  election  that 
were  proposed.  It  was  thought  as  necessary  to  avoid  the  "  beats  and 
ferments  "  of  a  popular  contest  aa  the  iutrigue  and  corruption  of  a 
Congressional  contest.  That  calmness  of  raiud,  consideration,  and 
superiority  to  temporary  feeling  which  were  essential,  could  not  thuJ 
be  secured, — so  the  Convention  argued.  ^ 

''  455-  "^he  Electoral  Plan. — So  the  Convention  very 
deliberately  adopted  one  of  the  electoral  plans  that  had 
been  proposed.  The  President  should  be  chosen  by  State 
Electors,  appointed  in  such  manner  as  the  Legislatures 
might  determine.  It  was  believed  that  State  Colleges  of 
Electors,  chosen  for  their  fituess,  would  elect  belter  Presi- 
dents than  either  Congress  or  the  people.  To  prevent  the 
excitement  and  maneuvering  that  might  attend  a  single 
meeting  of  all  the  Electors  in  one  place,  {as  well,  probably, 
as  to  save  expense')  it  was  provided,  in  ihe  next  clause, 
that  they  should  meet  in  their  respective  States  to  give 
their  ballots. 

The  Electors  of  a  State  collectively  are  commonly  called  aa  Elec- 
toral College ;  the  groups  of  Electors  of  all  the  States,  the  Electoral 
Colleges.  The  name  is  found  in  a  law  of  1845  that  empowers  each 
State  to  fill  vacancies  that  may  arise  iu  the  number  of  its  Elector*. 
It  had  been  used  informally  since  1831. 
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456.  Plans  of  Appointing  Electors.— It  is  left  to 
tlie  State  Legislatures  to  decide  the  manner  in  which  Elec- 
tors shall  be  appointed.  la  the  early  years  of  the  Re- 
public, as  many  as  four  different  methods  were  used  ;  ap- 
pointment by  the  houses  of  the  Legislature  voting  jointly, 
by  the  houses  voting  concurrently,  by  the  people  of  the 
States  voting  State  tickets,  and  by  the  people  voting  in 
districts.  Evidently  the  last  gives  the  freest  scope  to  pub- 
lic opinion,  aud  is  also  the  farthest  removed  from  the  ideas 
of  1787.  In  1842  Congress  adopted  the  district  plau  for 
the  election  of  Representatives,  but  the  States  have  aban- 
doned it  as  a  mode  of  appointing  Electors,  In  1891  the 
Legislature  of  Michigan  passed  a  law  enacting  that  the 
Representative  Electors  of  that  State  should  be  elected  in 
and  by  the  same  districts  as  the  Representatives,  and  the 
Senatorial  Electors  in  and  by  two  Senatorial  electoral  dis- 
tricts, which  districts  the  Legislature  also  duly  constituted  ; 
but  two  years  later  the  law  was  repealed. 

457.  First  Mode  of  Procedure. — Four  Presidents 
were  chosen  according  to  the  method  that  the  Convention 
incorporated  In  clause  3  of  this  section.     It  read  as  follows  : 

Section  i,  Clause  3. — The  Electors  shall  meet  in  their  respective 
States  and  vote  by  ballot  for  two  ptrsons,  of  whom  one,  at  least,  shall 
not  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  same  State  with  themselves.  And  they 
shall  make  a  list  of  all  the  persons  voted  for,  and  of  the  number  of 
votes  for  each,  which  list  they  shall  sign  and  certify,  and  transmit 
sealed  to  the  seat  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  directed 
to  the  President  of  the  Senate,  The  President  of  the  Senate  shall, 
in  the  presence  of  the  Senate  aud  House  of  Representatives,  open 
all  the  certificates,  and  the  votes  shall  then  be  counted.  The  person 
having  the  greatest  number  of  voles  shall  be  the  President,  if  such 
number  be  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  Electors  appointed  ; 
and  if  there  be  more  than  one  who  have  such  majority,  aud  have  an 
equal  number  of  votes,  then  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  im- 
mediately choose  by  ballot  one  of  them  for  President ;  and  if  no  per- 
son have  a  niajority,  then  from  the  live  highest  on  the  list,  the  said 
House  shall,  in  like  manner,  choose  llie  President  But  in  choo.siug 
the  President,  the  votes  shall  be  taken  by  States,  the  representation 
from  each  State  having  one  vote  ;  a  quorum  for  this  purpose  shall 
consist  of  a  member  or  members  from  two-thirds  of  the  States,  and 
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a  majority  of  all  the  States  shall  be  necessary  to  a  choice.  In  every 
case,  after  the  choice  of  the  President,  the  person  having  the  greatest 
number  of  votes  of  the  Electors  shall  be  the  Vice-President.  But  if 
there  should  remain  two  or  more  who  have  equal  votes,  the  Senate 
shall  choose  from  them  by  ballot  the  Vice-President. 

458.  Three    First    Presidential    Elections.  —  Ten 

States  participated  in  the  electiou  of  1789;  there  were  69 
Electors,  add  12  persons  voted  for.  Washington  received 
69  votes,  John  Adams  34,  and  all  others  35,  In  1792  there 
were  15  States,  132  Electors,  and  5  persons  voted  for. 
Washington  had  132  votes,  Adams  77,  and  the  three  other 
persons  55.  In  1796  there  were  16  States,  132  Electors, 
and  13  persons  voted  for.  John  Adams  had  71  votes,  and 
Thomas  Jefferson  68. 

459.  Election  of  iSoo, — At  this  election  there  were  16 
States,  138  Electors,  and  5  persons  voted  for.  Thomas 
Jefferson  and  Aaron  Burr,  the  Democratic-Republican  can- 
didates, had  each  a  majority  of  the  Electors  appointed,  but 
they  also  had  the  same  number,  73.  The  party  intended 
Jefferson  for  the  first  place  and  Burr  for  the  second;  but 
in  their  eagerness  to  elect  the  Vice-President  as  well  as 
the  President,  every  Elector  who  voted  for  Jefferson  had 
also  voted  for  Burr.  Hence  there  was  no  election,  and 
the  House  of  Representatives  had  to  choose  between  the 
two  men.  For  35  ballots  occupying  7  days,  during  which 
the  House  was  in  continuous  session,  the  vote  stood  :  Jef- 
ferson 8  States,  Burr  6,  divided  2.  This  result  was  brought 
about  by  the  Federalists  voting  for  Burr.  The  country 
was  filled  with  excitement,  and  threats  of  disunion  were 
heard.  But  on  the  thirty-sixth  ballot,  one  Federalist  from 
Vermont  and  4  from  Maryland  declined  to  vote,  which 
gave  those  States  to  Jefferson,  while  Delaware  and  South 
Carolina  cast  blank  votes ;  so  the  final  vote  stood  :  Jeffer- 
son 10,  Burr  4,  blank  2. 

460.  Amendment  XII.— It  was  now  evident  that  the 
electoral  plan  was  not  working  as  its  authors  expected  it  to 
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work.  It  was  plain  that  it  might  lead  to  the  election  of  a 
President  whom  no  citizen  or  Elector  intended  for  that 
office,  and  so  wholly  defeat  the  National  will.  To  pre- 
vent this  result,  as  well  as  the  recurrence  of  a  contest  like 
that  of  1800,  Amendment  XII.  of  the  Constitution  was 
proposed  and  ratified.  It  took  effect  in  1804,  and  is  as 
follows : 

ARHci.a  XII.  OP  Amendments. 

The  Electors  shall  meet  in  tkeir  respective  States,  and  vote  by 
ballot  for  President  aud  Vice-President,  one  of  whom,  at  least,  shall 
not  be  au  iahabitaat  of  the  same  State  with  themselves ;  they  shall 
name  in  their  ballots  the  person  voted  for  as  President,  aud  in  dis- 
tinct ballots  the  person  voted  for  as  Vice-President,  and  they  shall 
make  distinct  lists  of  all  persons  voted  for  as  President,  and  of  all 
persons  voted  for  as  Vice-President,  and  of  the  number  of  votes  for 
each,  which  lists  tliey  shall  sign  and  certify,  aud  transmit  sealed  to 
the  seat  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  directed  to  the 
President  of  the  Senate.  The  President  of  the  Senate  shall,  in  the 
presence  of  the  Senate  aud  House  of  Representatives,  open  all  the 
certificates,  and  the  votes  shall  then  be  counted.  The  person  having 
the  greatest  number  of  votes  for  President  shall  be  the  President,  if 
such  number  be  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  Electors  ap- 
pointed ;  and  if  no  person  have  such  majority,  then  from  the  persons 
having  the  highest  numbers  not  exceeding  three  on  the  list  of  those 
voted  for  as  President,  the  Honse  of  Representatives  shall  choose 
immediately,  by  ballot,  the  President.  But  in  ekoosing  the  Presi- 
dent, the  votes  shall  be  taken  by  States,  the  representation  from  each 
State  having  one  vote ;  a  quorum  for  this  purpose  shall  consist  of  a 
member  or  members  from  two-thirds  of  the  States,  and  a  majority  of 
all  the  States  shall  be  necessary  to  a  choice.  And  if  the  House  of 
Representatives  shall  not  choose  a  President,  whenever  the  right  of 
choice  shall  devolve  upon  them,  before  the  fourth  day  of  March  n 
following,  then  the  Vice-President  shall  act  as  President,  as  in  the 
case  of  the  death  or  other  constitutional  disability  of  the  President. 
The  person  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  as  Vice-President 
shall  be  the  Vice-President,  if  such  number  be  a  majority  of  the 
whole  uumber  of  Electors  appointed,  and  if  no  person  have  a 
majority,  then  from  the  two  highest  numbers  on  the  list,  the  Senate 
Bhal!  choose  the  Vice-President ;  a  quorum  for  the  purpose  shall 
consist  of  two-thirds  of  the  whole  number  of  Senators,  and  a  major- 
ity of  the  whole  number  shall  be  necessary  to  a  choice.     But  no  per- 
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461.  Election  of  1825. — Only  once  since  1800  has  the 
election  of"  President  gone  to  the  Honse  of  Representatives. 
In  1824  Andrew  Jackson  received  g6  electoral  votes,  John 
Quincy  Adams  84,  W.  H.  Crawford,  41,  and  Henry  Clay,  37. 
A  majority  to  each  required  130  votes.  Mr.  Clay  was  ex- 
clndedfrom  the  further  competition  hy  therule  limiting  the 
choice  to  the  three  highest  candidates  on  the  list,  and  his  fol- 
lowing in  the  House  went  to  Mr.  Adams,  who  was  elected. 
The  vote  stood :  Adams,  13  States  ;  Jackson,  7;  Crawford,  4. 
John  C.  Calhoun  received  182  electoral  votes  for  Vice-Pres- 
ident, and  was  declared  elected.  This  election,  like  that  of 
1800,  was  attended  by  much  excitement.  General  Jackson 
had  received  a  large  plurality  of  the  popular  vote  as  well  as 
of  the  electoral  vote,  and  he  and  his  friends  charged  that 
there  was  a  bargain  and  sale  between  Adams  and  Clay,  es- 
pecially as  Clay  was  made  Secretary  of  State.  At  the  time 
there  was  much  talk  of  amending  the  Constitution  so  as 
to  exclude  the  House  from  all  participation  in  future  elec- 
tiona,  but  nothing  was  done  in  that  direction. 

462.  Election  of  1876. — Theelection  of  1876  was,  with 
tbe  exception  of  that  of  iSoo,  the  most  exciting  and  dan- 
gerous one  in  our  history.  Of  the  369  Electors,  184  were 
in  favor  of  Tilden  and  Hendricks,  the  Democratic  candi- 
dates ;  164  in  favor  of  Hayes  and  Wheeler,  the  Republican 
candidates  ;  while  from  South  Carolina,  Florida,  Louisiana, 
and  Oregon  there  were  plural  returns.  In  all  21  votes  were 
in  dispute.  Two  questions  arose :  Which  are  the  legal 
votes  forthesefour  States?  and,  Who  shall  determinewhich 
are  legal?  The  second  was  the  practical  question,  and 
nothing  in  the  laws,  National  or  State,  or  in  the  practice 
in  counting  previous   votes,    answered  it   directly.     This 
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question  filled  Congress  and   the  country  with  heat  and 
tumult  throughout  the  winter  of  1876-7. 

463.  The  Electoral  Commission.— The  Senate  was 
Republican  aud  the  House  of  Represeutativea  Democratic, 
and  it  was  well  known  in  advance  that  the  Houses  would 
notagreewhen  the  time  came  to  count  the  voles.  Congress 
accordingly  created  an  Klectoral  Commission,  for  that  case 
only,  consisting  of  5  Senators,  5  Representatives,  aud  5 
Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  with  power  to  decide  which 
of  the  disputed  votes  should  be  counted.  After  listening 
to  lengthy  arguments />?-i>  and  con,  the  Commission  decided, 
8  to  7,  that  the  Republicau  votes  from  all  the  States  in  dis- 
pute were  the  legal  ones,  and  the  Republican  candidates 
were  declared  elected,  185  votes  to  184. 

464.  Lawrofi837. — Serious  diEScuIties  in  the  election 
of  President  had  now  occurred  in  1800,  1824,  and  1876. 
Moreover,  such  difficulties  would  have  occurred  at  other 
times,  as  in  1865  and  1869,  had'  not  the  same  political 
pany  controlled  large  majorities  in  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, Experience  had  therefore  proved  that  Presidential 
elections  were  fraught  with  serious  dangers  to  the  Republic. 
To  meet  these  points  of  danger.  Congress  passed,  in  1887, 
au  "Act  to  provide  for  and  regulate  the  counting  of  votes 
for  President  and  Vice-President,  and  the  decision  of  ques- 
tions arising  therein."  Section  2  of  this  act  makes  the 
determination  of  the  State  authorities,  understate  laws  pre- 
viously passed,  final  in  all  cases  of  disputed  appointments 
of  Electors,  thus  answering  the  principal  question  of  1877, 
Subsequent  sections  prescribe  the  mode  of  procedure  in 
cases  of  objection  to  a  single  return  or  of  plural  returns 
from  any  State.  This  law,  which  is  very  m'nute  in  its  pro- 
visions, removes  from  a  Presidential  election  many  of  the 
dangers  that  had  previously  attended  it. 

465.  The  Vice-President.— If  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, when  the  right  of  choice  devolves  upon  it,  shall 
not  choose  a  President  before  the  fourth  day  of  March  next 
following,  then  the  Vice- President- elect  shall  act  as  Presi- 
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dent,  as  in  case  of  the  death,  resignatioD,  or  removal  of  the 
President.  Such  a  case  as  this  has  never  occurred.  If  no 
man  haa  for  Vice  President  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the 
Electors  appointed,  then  the  Senate  shall  choose  one  of  the 
persons  having  the  two  highest  numbers  on  the  list  for 
Vice  President.  R.  W.  Johnson  lacked  one  vote  of  an 
election  in  1836,  and  the  Senate  promptly  elected  him. 
When  the  election  of  the  President  goes  to  the  House, 
and  the  election  of  the  Vice-President  to  the  Senate,  the 
Vice-President  may  be  chosen  first. 

Section  i,  Clause  4. — The  Congress  may  determine  the  time  of 
choosing  the  Electors,  and  the  day  on  which  they  shall  give  their 
votes  ;  which  day  shall  be  the  same  throughout  the  United  States. 

466.  Days  Fixed. —  The  Continental  Congress  ap- 
pointed the  first  Wednesday  in  January,  1789,  as  the  day 
for  choosing  the  first  Electors  ;  the  first  Wednesday  in  Feb- 
ruary as  the  day  for  the  Electors  to  give  their  votes,  and  the 
first  Wednesday  in  March  as  the  day  for  the  new  Govern- 
ment to  go  into  operation.  In  1792  Congress  enacted  that 
the  appointment  of  Electors  should  be  made  within  thirty- 
four  days  preceding  the  first  Wednesday  of  December, 
every  fourth  year;  and  this  rule  continued  in  force  until 
1845,  when  Congress  made  the  day  uniform  throughout 
the  Union, — the  Tuesday  next  after  the  first  Monday  in 
November.  From  1792  to  1887  the  Electors  gave  their 
votes  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  December ;  the  present 
rule  is  the  second  Monday  in  January.  The  Old  Congress 
did  not  fix  the  day  for  opening  the  certificates  and  count- 
ing the  votes  in  1789 ;  it  was  done  April  t6,  but  since  that 
date  the  rule  has  been  the  second  Wednesday  of  February. 
The  propriety  of  uniform  days  for  appointing  Electors,  and 
for  them  to  give  their  votes   throughout  the  Union,  is 


The  first  Wednestlay  in  March,  1789,  was  the  fourth  day  of  that 
month.  Congress  enacted  in  1792  :  "That  the  term  of  four  years 
for  which  the  President  and  Vice-President  shall  be  elected  shall  in 


ELECTION  OF  PRESIDENT  AND  VICE-PRESIDENT.     259 

All  cases  commetice  on  the  fourth  day  of  March  next  succeeding  the 
day  oa  whidi  the  votes  of  the  Electors  atiall  have  been  given," 
Amendment  X(I.  makes  this  day  a  part  of  the  CoDStitntion  itself. 

The  following  table  is  a  partial  exhibit  of  the  methods  that 
have  been  employed  in  appointing  Electors.     (The  table  is  copied, 

with  £arrections,_from  The  Nation,  No.  1351 


Legislalure, 

0.tH.. 

Gen'ral  Tick« 

Delaware 

1788-1818 

1832-1888 

FennBylvaoia 

1800 

\  1804- 18I2 
1 1824-1888 

New  Jersey 

f i788-:8o4 
\            1812 

i  1808 
\  1816-1S88 

Georgia 

f 1788-1800 
\  181&-1824 

(  1804 
\  1828-1888 

Connecticut 

1783-.820 

1S24-1S8S 

MaBsachuBctta 

f 1800-1808 
\          1816 

1788-1796 
1 81 2, '20-' 34 

{  1828-I888 

i79£-'832 

South  Carolina 

1788-1864 

1868-1888 

J^ew  Hampshire 

1800 

lists 

r 1788-1796 
I.1812-1816 

1  iSqo-i8c4 

Rhode  Island 

1792-1796 

1800-1888 

I  1791-1828 
(           1816 

i325-:8i8 

Keutucty 

1804-1824 

1828-1888 

Tennessee 

1796-180^ 

1824-182}: 

1832-1888 

1824-1888 

1824 

Alabama 

1824-1888 

Maine 

iltSBouri 

1824-1888 

CHAPTER  XXX. 

THE  FAILURE  OF  THE  ELECTORAL  PLAN. 

RSPBKENCHS. 
Johnston's  articles,  The  Executive  in  United  States  History,  Elec- 
tors and  the  Electoral  S,,  stern.  Electoral  Votes  and  Disputed  Elec- 
tions (In  Lalor'B  Cydopcedla");  Stanwood,  History  of  Presidential 
Elec'ions;  Bryce,  The  American  Commonwealth,  Chaps.  V.,  VII., 
VIII.;  The  Presidential  Count :  A  Complete  Official  Record  of  the 
Proceedings  of  Congress  at  the  Counting  of  the  Electoral  Votes,  Etc. 
(Published  by  D.  Appieton  Sl  Co.) 

It  was  formerJy  supposed  tliat  the  electoral  method  of 
choosing  the  President  and  Vice-President  was  the  happy 
invention  of  the  Federal  Convention.  But  in  later  years 
attempts  have  been  made  to  find  an  original  for  it.  Some 
writers  have  seen  a  resemblance  between  this  plan  and  the 
election  of  the  Pope  by  the  College  of  Cardinals.  Sir  H. 
S.  Maine  thought  the  Convention  was  iuflueuced  by  the 
constitution  of  the  Holy  Roman  Empire,  according  to  which 
the  Emperor  was  chosen  by  seven  imperial  electors.  A  far 
more  probable  conjecture  is  that  the  framers  of  the  Consti- 
tution fonnd  their  copy  in  provisions  of  the  constitution  of 
Maryland,  1776,  which  delegated  the  choice  of  the  fifteen 
State  senators  to  an  electoral  body  chosen  every  five  years 
by  the  qualified  electors  of  the  State.'  But  whether  in- 
vented or  copied,  the  electoral  scheme  has  failed  more  sig- 
nally to  accomplish  the  ends  for  which  it  was  designed 
than  any  other  part  of  the  Federal  Constitution.  Professor 
Johnston,  who  held  the  theory  of  invention,  remarks  that 
the  system  is  almost  the  only  feature  of  the  Constitution 
which  was  purely  artificial,  and  not  a  natural  growth,  that 
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it  was  the  one  which  met  least  criticism  from  critics,  and 
warmest  praise  from  "The  Ferieralist,"  and  that  democracy 
had  ridden  right  over  it.  The  plan  excluded  Congress 
from  formal  participation  in  choosing  the  Executive,  but  it 
did  not  shut  out  Congressional  influence;  still  less  did  it 
exclude  the  people,  or  prevent  those  heats  and  ferments 
that  the  members  of  the  Convention  thought  it  so  neces- 
sary to  shun.  Our  quadrennial  presidential  elections  are 
just  what  the  men  of  1787  supposed  they  had  made  impos- 
sible. Amendment  XII.  has  corrected  the  particular  evils 
that  it  was  designed  to  correct ;  but  it  has  not  hindered  in 
the  slightest  degree  that  political  development  which, 
while  observing  all  the  forms  of  the  Constitution,  has 
wholly  defeated  the  object  of  the  electoral  sysiem,  viz. :  the 
election  of  the  President  and  Vice-President  by  independ- 
ent electors.  In  other  words,  the  Constitution  of  the  Peo- 
ple is  at  this  point  wholly  at  variance  with  the  Constitution 
of  the  Government. 

We  shall  therefore  take  a  general  view  of  the  process 
by  which  the  expected  operation  of  the  plan  has  been  frus- 
trated. 

467.  Party  Government. — ^The  role  parttea  play  in  llie  politics 
of  the  country  was  not  foreseen  in  1787.  By  the  close  of  Washing- 
ton's second  administration,  party  lines  -were  closely  drawn ;  and 
since  tbis  time,  save  duriog  the  Era  of  Good  Feeling  (1816-1824), 
there  have  been  two  powerful  political  parlies,  nearly  matched  iu 
strength,  one  or  the  other  of  which  has  elected  the  President.  Men 
divide  on  political  questions;  the  resulting  parties  are  resolved  on 
giving  effect  to  their  ideas  and  policies  ;  and  to  do  this,  orgauization 
and  party  machinery  become  necessary.  This  development  of  party 
government  it  is  that  has  completely  changed  t'.ie  operation  of  the 
electoral  plan.     How  this  came  about,  a  sketch  of  the  modes  of  mak- 

[68.  Nomination  by  Consent.— In  1788  and  1792  Washington 
nominated  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  people,  without  dele- 
gates, conventions,  or  popular  assemblies.  Adjms  was  nominated 
for  Vice  President  in  a  similar  way,  but  not  with  equal  unanimity. 
In  1796,  when  the  Federal  and  Democratic  Republican  parties  were 
already  formed,  Adams  and  Pinckney,  Jefferson  and  Burr,  were  des- 
ignated as  candidates   by  the  common  consent  of  their  respective 
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partlCB,  and  in  iScxi  Adams  and  Jefferson  were  again  named  in  much 

469.  Nomination  by  Congressional  Caucus. —The  first  step  in 
this  direction  was  taken  in  1796,  wlien  the  Democratic-Republican 
members  of  Cougress  agreed  lo  support  Jefferson  and  Burr.  The  sec- 
ond step  was  taken  in  1800  whe a  Adams  and  Jefferson  were  named 
as  Presidenilal  candidates  in  secret  caucuses  of  the  Federal  and  Re- 
publican Senators  and  Representatives.  But  the  first  regular  Con- 
gressional nominating  caucus  was  Tield  in  1804,  when  the  Republican 
members  nominated  Jefferson  and  Cliuton  for  President  and  Vice- 
President.  From  this  time  uulil  1824  the  caucus  was  as  much  the 
regular  party  machine  for  making  nominations  as  the  National  Con- 

470.  Nomination  by  State  Legislatures. — Owing  to  the  extinc- 
tion of  the  Federal  party  orgauization,  there  was  but  one,  or  more 
properly  speaking,  no,  political  party  in  the  Era  of  Good  Feeling. 
The  four  Presidential  candidates  of  1824  had  all  belonged  to  the  Dem- 
ocratic-Republican parly.  King  Caucus  had  fallen  into  disrepute. 
A  small  number  of  Senators  and  Representatives  nominated  W,  H. 
Crawford,  of  Georgia,  for  President,  but  the  nomination  hindered 
rather  than  helped  him.  The  candidates  of  1824.  really  stood  on 
their  personal  merits.  Still,  legislative  cancuses,  legislatures,  and 
even  county  conventions  recommended  their  favorite  statesmen  to 
the  support  of  the  country.  Nominations  were  in  fact  made  by  tlie 
general  agreement  of  certain  sections  of  the  people.  In  1828  it  was 
much  the  same  way,  only  no  Congressional  caucus  was  held,  and  the 
State  Legislatures  took  a  more  important  part. 

471.  Nomination  by  National  Conventions.— The  first  National 
Convention  was  held  by  the  Anti-Masons  iu  1831,  and  nominated 
William  Wirt  for  President.  The  second  was  a  National  Republican 
Convention  that  nominated  Henry  Clay, also  in  1831.  The  nest  year 
the  Jackson  men,  or  the  Democratic  party  of  recent  times,  held  a 
convention  to  declare  their  "highest  confidence  in  the  purity,  patri- 
otism, and  talents  of  Andrew  Jackson,"  who  had  already  been  nom- 
inated by  local  conventions  and  State  Legislatures  many  times  over, 
and  to  nominate  a  candidate  for  Vice-President.  Since  that  time 
National  conventions  have  been  regularly  held  by  the  several  par- 
ties, except  that  the  Whigs  held  none  in  1836. 

472.  The  Caucus  System.— At  first  National  conventions  were 
very  simple,  having  some  features  of  the  mass  convention,  but  now 
they  have  become  so  thoroughly  organined  as  to  constitute  real  party 
parliaments.  The  convention  is  the  crown  of  the  National  Caucus 
System,  the  simplest  elements  of  which  are  seen  in  the  primary 
meetings,  or  caucuses,  and  executive  committees  of  wards  and  town- 
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ships,  and  the  more  complex  fomis  in  city,  connty,  district,  and  State 
coQveatioiis  and  committees.  The  like  of  thi$  system  is  unknown 
in  any  other  country.  It  is  the  creatuie  of  purely  voluntary  effort ; 
it  is  DO  part  of  the  ConstituLiun  or  laws  ;  and  yet  it  exerts  an  enoi- 
mons  influence  upon  local.  State,  aud  National  governments,  and 
upon  all  political  life.  Its  grand  object  is  to  increase  paity  strength 
by  coQcentrating  it  upon  certain  chosen  ends. 

473.  Effect  of  the  Caucus  System.— The  most  striking  effect  of 
this  remarkable  development  of  party  organization  is  wholly  to  nul- 
lify the  coastitutioual  intent  in  electing  the  President  aud  Vice-Pres- 
ident, while  all  the  constitutional  forms  are  scrupulously  kept.  That 
intent  is,  that  the  Electoral  Colleges  shall  consist  of  men  wholly  un- 
committed to  particular  persons,  and  free  to  vote  Tor  the  fittest  men. 
This  was  really  the  case  in  17S9  ancl  179a,  aud  to  a  certain  extent  in 
1796;  but  since  the  last  of  these  dates  the  Electors  have  been  them- 
selves appointed  iu  almost  every  instance  with  a  distinct  uuderstand- 
ing  that  they  would  vote  for  particular  persons.  As  a  result,  the 
Electors  have  no  freedom  whatever,  but  are  always  pledged  to  vote 
for  party  candidates. 

474.  Steps  in  tha  Election  of  President  and  Vice-President.— 
The  whole  course  of  progress  from  first  to  last  embraces  the  several 
steps  that  follow : 

1,  The  National  conveatious  that  make  the  nominations  of  can- 
didates are  constituted  under  fised  rules,  and  are  called  by  regularly 
appointed  committees.  The  convections  of  the  Republican  and  Dem- 
ocratic parties  both  consist  of  four  delegate s-at-large  from  each  State, 
aud  twice  as  many  district  delegates  as  the  State  has  Representatives 
in  Congress, 

2.  In  each  State  every  political  party  participating,  nominates 
two  Electors- at- large,  sometimes  called  Senatorial  Electors,  aud  as 
many  district  Electors  as  it  contains  Representative  districts.  These 
candidates  together  make  up  its  State  electoral  ticket.     These  two 

I  steps  are  in  no  way  required  by  the  Constitution  or  laws,  but  belong 

I  wholly  to  tbe  sphere  of  party  management. 
3.  On  Tuesday  following  the  first  Monday  in  November  the  Elec- 
tors are  appointed  iu  all  the  States  by  a  popular  election.  This  is 
popularly  called  the  Presidential  election,  and  it  is  so  in  fact,  if  not 
in  law.  This  third  step  is  taken  by  the  aulhorily  of  State  laws,  Con- 
gress fixing  the  time.  From  this  time  on,  the  Couslitution  and  lans 
take  exclusive  charge  of  the  process. 
4,  On  the  second  Monday  iu  January  the  Electors  meet  at  their 
respective  State  capitals,  and  vote  by  ballot,  according  to  the  consti- 
tutional provisions,  for  President  and  Vice-President.  They  make 
three  copies  each  of  the  two  lists  of  ballots,  naming  the  offices,  the 
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persons,  and  tlie  number  of  votes,  which  they  sign,  certify,  and  seal. 
One  of  these  copies  they  send  by  mail  to  Washington,  addressed  to 
the  President  of  the  Senate;  one  they  send  lo  Washington  by  a 
special  messenger,  addressed  to  the  same  person ;  and  the  third  they 
deliver  to  the  Judge  of  the  United  States  District  Court  for  the  dis. 
trict  in  which  the  Electors  meet  and  vote. 

5.  On  the  second  Wednesday  of  February  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Represent  jtives  meet  in  the  Hall  of  the  House.  The  President  of 
the  Senate,  in  their  presence,  opens  the  certificates  and  hands  them 
lo  the  tellers  appointrd  by  the  Houses,  who  read  and  count  the  votes. 
The  person  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes,  if  a  majority  of  all 
the  Electors  appointed,  he  declares  Presiiknt-elect ;  the  person  hav- 
ing the  greatest  number  of  voles  for  Vice-Presideut,  if  a  majority  of 
all.  Vice -President-elect. 

6,  If  no  persons  have  such  majorities,  then  the  elections  goto  tte 
House  of  Representatives  and  the  Senate  as  before  explained. 

475-  Irregularities  in  Elections. — Many  perplexing  questions 
have  arisen,  ard  many  irregularities  have  occurred,  in  conducting 
Presidential  eleclio!  s.  The  provision  that  110  person  bidding  an 
offire  of  trust  or  pToEt  under  the  United  Slates  shall  be  appointed 
an  Elector,  has  been  frequently  disregarded  through  inadvertence 
until  it  was  too  late  to  correct  the  error.  Sometimes  an  Electoral 
College  ha«  failed  to  meet  and  vote  on  the  day  appointed  as  in  Wis- 
con'iiu.in  1S56.  owing  I0  a  severe  snowstorm.  The^e  and  other  ques- 
tions have  been  disposed  of  as  they  have  arisen,  and  have  not  gener- 
ally led  to  legislation.  In  1845,  however,  Congress  enacted  that  the 
States  should  by  law  provide  for  filling  vacancies  in  their  respective 
Colleges.  In  in^st  c^sei,  if  not  all.  the  Le^slatures  have  conferred 
on  the  College  itself  the  power  of  filling  such  vacancies. 

Note.— The  question  is  sometimes  asted;  What  is  the  effect  ol  tbe  rule  laid 
down  in  Amendment  XII.  that  Elector?  shall  vote  for  Piesldent  and  Vice-president, 
"one  oi  whom,  at  least,  shall  not  be  so  Inhabilanl  ol  the  same  Slate  nilh  them- 
selves" ?  The  rule  does  not  prohibit  the  election  ol  both  officers  Irom  the  saiiie 
State.  It  ptohibits  the  Electors  of  any  State  from  voting  for  candidates  for  both 
offices  Irom  their  own  State,  but  does  not  prohibit  the  Electors  ol  other  Slates 
'  doing  so.  Thus,  the  President  and  Vice-president  might  both  come  from  Massachu- 
setts or  Vliginia;  but,  in  the  one  case,  the  Massachusetts  Electors  could  not  vote  lor 
both  ol  them,  or.  in  the  other  case,  the  Virginia  Electors.  The  importance  ol  the 
mle  appears  in  its  effect  on  party  nominations  ;  no  political  party  would  nominate 
two  candidates  from  the  same  State,  at  least  any  State  that  it  had  any  hope  ol 
carrying,  because  the  Electors  from  that  State  would  be  unable  to  vole  tot  both  of 
them.  01  course,  there  are  other  political  reasons  why  no  party  is  likely  to  do  such 
a  thing  The  rule  works  to  prevent  the  election  of  a  President  and  Vice-president 
from  the  same  State,  but  indirectly  so. 


•HAPTER  XXXI, 

THE  QUALIFICATIONS  AND  REMOVAL  OF  THE  PRESI- 
DENT. 

Article  II. 

Section  I,  Claase  5.— No  persou  except  a  natural  born  cilbeu.  or 
a  citizen  of  the  United  Stales  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  ol  tliis 
Constitution,  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  President ;  neither  shall 
any  persoD  be  eligible  to  that  office  who  shall  not  have  attaini-d  to 
the  age  of  thiity-&ve  years,  and  been  fourteen  years  a  resident  within 
the  United  States. 

476.  Qualifications  of  the  President. — Arguments 
are  not  called  for  to  show  the  propriety  of  the  qualifications 
named,  save  in  one  point.  In  1787  there  were  many  dis- 
tinguished men  of  foreign  birth  in  the  country  who  had 
rendered  it  valuable  service,  and  some  of  whom,  as  Alex- 
ander Hamilton  and  James  Wilson,  were  members  of  the 
Convention  that  framed  the  Constitution  ;  and,  as  a  mark 
of  respect  to  them,  the  rule  was  so  drawn  as  to  render  such 
men  eligible  to  the  Presidency.  Residence  abroad  on  offi- 
cial duty,  as  that  of  a  minister,  is  not  a  disqualification. 

Section  I,  Clause  6. — In  case  of  the  removal  of  the  President  from 
office,  or  of  his  death,  resignaiion,  or  inability  to  discharge  the 
powers  and  duties  of  the  said  office,  the  same  shall  devolve  on  the 
Vice-President ;  and  the  Congress  may  by  law  ^.rovide  for  the  case 
moval,  death,  resignation,   or  inability,  both    of  the   President 


and  Vice-President,  declaring  what  officer  shall  then 

and  such  officer  shall  act  accordingly,  until  the  disability  be 

or  a  President  shall  be  elected. 

477.  The  Vice-President.— Neither  the  Virginia  plan 
Jersey  plan  said  anythmg  about  the  officers  of  the  Honces 
greas,  or  the  succession  to  the  Presidency  iit  case  of  ihe  Pi 
death,  removal,  etc.  The  draft  submitted  (ly  M'.  Pincknt 
vided  that  the  Houses  should  elei-t  their  own  officers,  and  that  the 
President  of  the  Senate  should  become  President  of  the  United 
States  in  case  of  a  vacancy.  Hamilton's  plan  agreed  with  Fiuck- 
18  (ifis) 
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iiey's,  only  be  styled  the  President  of  the  Senate  Vice-Presideut, 
Tlie  first  proposition  to  have  a  Vice-President  proper  was  made  when 
the  electoral-coil Kge  plan  of  electing  the  President  was  under  con- 
sideration, near  the  end  of  the  Convention.  It  was  then  provided 
that  every  Elector  should  vote  for  two  caudidates  for  President,  tlie 
candidate  having  the  largest  Dumber  of  voles  to  be  President,  if  a 
majority  of  all ;  the  one  having  tbe  next  largest  lo  be  Vice-President, 
if  n  majority,  and  tben,  to  give  the  office  dignity,  the  Vice-President 
was  made  President  of  the  Senate.  This  was  a  complete  reversal  of 
Pinckuey's  and  Hamilton's  ideas.  The  office  was  opposed  as  unnec- 
essary, as  an  encroachment  ou  tbe  right  of  the  Senate  to  choose  its 
own  officers,  and  as  mingling  the  Legislative  and  Executive  depart' 

No  other  parts  of  the  Constitution  tbat  have  been  fallowed  by 
equally  importaiit  results,  were  so  hastily  coneidcred  by  the  Federal 
Convention  a3  those  relating  to  the  Vice-Presidency.     Appafently, 
did  not  foresee  tbe  consequences  that  have  followed  the 
n  of  the  of&ce.     For  fourteen  of  the  first  one  hundred  years 
^  the  Coustitution,  tbe  Executive  chair  was  filled  by  Vice-Presi- 
Morcover,  it  was  the  Vice-Presidency  that  compelled  the 
a.  of  Amendment  XII.,  as  bas  already  been  explained. 

Removal  of  the  President,  Etc. — Only  convic- 
mpeachiufciit  can  effect  a  removal  of  the  President, 
*  Sense  of  the  Constitution.  A  resignation  must  be 
4  in  writing,  and  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  Stite,  What  constitutes  "inability  to  diHcharge  the 
powers  and  duties  of  the  office"  of  President,  has  never 
beeu  settled.  The  only  executive  act  performed  by  Pres- 
ident Garfield  from  July  2,  to  September  19,  1881,  was 
signing  his  name  to  an  extradition  paper.  The  question 
whether  a  case  of  inability  had  arisen,  was  much  discussed 
at  the  time,  but  with  no  practical  result. 

479.     The  Presidential  Succession. — The  clause  de- 
volves upo)i  Congress  the  duty  of  providing  by  law  for  tbe 

I  rreeulcnt  W.  11.  Harris^u,  inouBuralfd  Jlarcti  4,  iH^: 
Buceeeded  by  Vicc-Preiident  Tyler.  PreaidBiit  Taylor,  iiia 
■lied  July  9,  JB50,  Bud  wa^  succeeded  by  Vicj^'PrcBJdeat  Fi] 
coin,  inaugursted  for  a  aceond  term  March  4. 1865.  died  Apr 
hy  -Vice-Preside nl  Johnson.    President  Garfield,  inagguialen  Ma 

cabinet  proposed  that  Ur.  Tyler  should  b«  styled  Acting  Pre«d< 
•lined  the  proposition  and  asautned  the  full  title.    Thia  precedetit 


Eurated  Mai 
1 14,  and  w 
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case  of  the  removal,  death,  etc.,  of  both  the  President  and 
Vice-President.  Congress  provided  in  1792  that  the  Presi- 
dent pro  tempore  of  the  Senate,  or  in  case  there  were  no 
President  pro  tempore,  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, should  act  as  President  until  the  disability  were 
removed  or  a  President  elected.  This  law  also  provided  for 
a  special  election  to  fill  out  the  term  when  the  President 
pro  tempore  or  the  Speaker  had  succeeded  to  the  office. 

This  act  continued  in  force  until  1886,  when  Congress 
passed  an  act  regulating  the  Presidential  succession.  This 
act  substitutes  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  Attorney- General,  the 
Postmaster- General,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  in  this  order,  for  the  President 
pro  tempore  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House,  It  also  repeals 
the  provision  of  1793  in  regard  to  a  new  election,  so  that 
any  Cabinet  officer  succeeding  Ells  out  the  term  the  same 
as  the  Vice-President  does.  It  also  provides  for  caUing  a 
special  session  of  Congress  within  twenty  days  of  the  time 
when  any  member  of  the  Cabinet  becomes  President,  unless 
Congress  be  in  session  at  the  time  or  is  to  meet  within 
twenty  days.     It  provides  further  that  no  Cabinet  officer 

I  can  succeed  unless  he  has  beeu  confirmed  by  the  Senate, 
and  also  has  the  qualifications  for  the  Presidency  named  in 
clause  5  of  this  section  of  the  Constitution. 
.7. 
ar( 
thi 
• 
hei 
th< 
te. 
tbt 


Objections  to  the  Old  Rule. — The  objections  to  tbe  rule  of 
1793,  and  the  argumeuts  in  favor  of  tlie  new  rule,  as  stated  iu  18S6, 
One  point  is  tliat  the  new  plan  will  be  more  likely  than 
the  old  oue  to  lead  to  continuity  of  executive  policy  ;  another  is  that 
:  Senate  is  not  certain  to  have  a  President  pro  tempore,  or  the 
House  a  Speaker,  when  he  13  wanted.  For  example,  the  Senate  had 
)  such  President  from  Marcli  4  to  October  10,  1H81,  while  the 
House  of  Representatives  had  no  Speaker  from  March  4  toDecetn- 
herj,  of  the  same  year.  Had  Vice-President  Arthur  died,  oriu  any 
way  become  disqualified  to  hold  the  ofSce  at  any  time  after  March  4, 
the  Nation  would  have  been  without  a  Chief  Magistrate  after  Sep- 
tember 19,  unless  special  action  had  beeu  taken.  It  was  also  urged 
that  the  new  rule  of  succession   puta  more  lives  between  the  £s- 
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ecutive  office  and  anarchy,  and  tliat  the  new  plan  throw^  new  safe- 
guards around  the  President's  life. 

.  Section  i,  Clause  7. — Tlie  President  shall,  at  stated  times,  receive 
for  hig  servicej  a  compeuaatiou  which  shall  neither  be  increased  nor 
diminiahtd  during  the  period  for  which  he  shall  have  been  elected, 
and  he  shall  not  receive  within  that  period  '.ay  other  emolument 
from  the  United  States,  or  any  of  them. 

481.  Salaries.— If  the  President's  compensation  could 
be  increased  during  tlie  term  that  he  is  serving,  he  might 
enter  into  collusion  with  members  of  Congress  to  effect  that 
object;  if  it  could  be  diminished,  Congress  might  reduce  it 
and  so  make  the  President  its  creature.  All  changes  there- 
fore must  be  prospective.  In  1789  the  President's  salary 
was  fixed  at  $25,000,  and  such  it  remained  until  1873  wheu 
it  was  raised  to  $50,000.  He  is  also  provided  with  a  fur- 
nished house.  In  1789  the  salary  of  the  Vice-President 
was  made  $5,000  ;  in  [853  it  was  raised  to  $8,000,  and  in 
1873  to  $10,000,  but  was  reduced  to  $8,000  the  next  year. 

Section  I,  Clause  S.— Before  lie  enter  on  the  execution  of  his 
ofSce,  be  shall  take  the  following  oalh  or  aOirmatiou  : — 

"I  do  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm}  that  I  will  fiilhfully  execute 
the  oface  of  President  of  the  United  States ;  and  will,  to  the  best  of 
my  ability,  preserve,  protect,  and  defend  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  Stales."  1 

482.  President's  Inauguration.^  Beyond  requiring 
him  to  take  this  oath,  and  fixing  the  day  that  he  shall 
enter  on  the  duties  of  his  office,  neither  the  Constitution 
nor  the  laws  make  any  provision  for  the  inauguration  of 
the  President.  All  the  rest  is  custom.  Before  taking  the 
oath,  the  President  delivers  an  inaugural  address,  but  this 
is  not  an  official  paper  and  is  not  required  by  law.  The 
Chief  Justice  administers  the  oath,  but  any  magistrate 
empowered  to  administer  oaths  would  answer  the  same 
purpose.  According  to  custom  also,  the  Vice  President 
delivers  an  address  on  taking  the  oath   of  ofGce.     Vice- 

■  President  Tyler  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  take  the  Pres- 
ident's oath,  as  he  had  already  taken  the  oath  prescribed 
hv  law  for  the  Vice-President,  but  he  finally  consented  to 
do  so. 


CHAPTER  XXXIT. 

POWERS  AND   DUTIES  OF  THE  PRESIDENT. 


Artic 


7.   II. 


Section  2,  Clause  i.— The  President  shall  be  Commander -m-Chief 
jf  the  army  ami  iiavy  of  the  Uuiled  Siaiea,  and  of  the  luilitia  of  the 
several  States  when  called  ipto  the  actual  service  of  the  United 
States ;  he  may  require  the  opinion,  in  wriling,  of  the  principal  offi- 
cer ia  each  of  the  Executive  departm.eiita,  uptiu  any  subject  relating 
to  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices,  and  he  shall  have  power  to 
grant  reprieves  and  pardons  for  offenses  against  the  United  States, 
except  in  cases  of  impeachment. 

I.    Thb  Army  axd  the  Navv. 

483.  The     President    Commander-in-Chief.  — The 

effective  exercise  of  this  power  tlemands  unity  of  judgment 
and  promptness  of  decision  ;  while  Congress,  being  a  body 
that  consists  of  two  houses  vpbich  debate  and  settle  ques- 
tions by  voting,  lacks  those  essential  qualities.  Still,  there 
was  some  hesitation  ia  the  Convention  in  giving  it  to  the 
President,  lest  he  use  it  against  the  liberties  of  the  country. 
Such  a  contingency  is,  however,  sufficiently  guarded  against 
by  giving  Congress  the  power  to  declare  war,  to  raise  and 
support  the  army,  to  provide  and  maintain  the  navy,  to 
make  all  rules  for  the  government  of  the  military  and  naval 
forces,  and  to  provide  for  calling  out  the  militia.  The 
President  delegates  his  authority  to  command  the  army  and 
navy,  in  actual  service,  to  officers  whom  he  selects  for  that 

II.    Thb  Pardo.ving  Power. 

484.  Reprieves  and  Pardons. — A  reprieve  is  a  tem- 
porary suspension  of  a  sentence  already  pronounced  by 
same  court  or  tribunal ;  a  pardon  is  a  full  release  from  such 
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sentence.  The  power  to  try  and  sentence  criminals  is 
vested  iu  the  conrts ;  but  all  civilized  governments  give 
their  executives  power  to  grant  reprieves  and  pardons. 
However,  for  reasons  stated  in  another  place,  the  President 
has  no  such  power  in  impeachment  cases,  and  the  judgment 
entered  in  such  a  case  cannot  be  changed  or  set  aside. 

III.    Treaties. 

Section  2,  Clause  3.— He  shall  have  power,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  eonsent  of  the  Senate,  to  make  treaties,  provided  two-thirds  of 
the  Senators  present  concur.     .     .     . 

485.  The  Treaty-making  Power. —  A  treaty  is  a 
solemn  compact  or  agreement  between  two  or  more  sover- 
eign states.  In  monarchies  the  power  to  make  a  treaty, 
like  the  power  to  declare  war,  is  lodged  in  the  Crown ;  the 
legislature  controls  either  act  ouly  through  its  power  over 
the  supplies.  The  great  objection  to  intrusting  this  power 
to  the  legislature  is,  that  the  requisite  secrecy  and  decision 
cannot,  as  a  rule,  be  thus  secured.  Still,  in  a  republic  it 
would  be  as  dangerous  to  give  it  absolutely  to  the  Kxecutive 
as  to  give  the  war  power  to  him.  Hence  the  provision  that 
the  Senate  must  advise  and  consent  to  a  treaty  bj'  a  two- 
thirds  vote  of  the  Senators  present  when  the  vote  is  taken. 

486.  Steps  in  Making  a  Treaty. — First,  the  treaty  is 
negotiated.  In  this  stage  the  Government  is  repre.sented 
by  the  Secretary  of  State,  by  a  minister  residing  at  a  for- 
eign capital,  or  by  a  minister  or  commissioner,  one  or  more, 
appointed  for  the  purpose.  But  the  President,  acting 
through  the  Department  of  State,  directs  the  general  course 
of  the  negotiation.  If  the  President  positively  disapproves 
of  a  treaty  when  negotiated,  he  commonly  goes  no  farther ; 
if  he  approves  it,  or  is  in  doubt  whether  to  approve  it  or 
not,  he  lays  it  before  the  Senate,  The  Senate  may  approve 
or  disapprove  a  treaty  as  framed  ;  it  may  propose  amend- 
ments, or  it  may  postpone  action  until  the  time  for  the  treaty 
to  go  into  effect  has  passed.  If  the  Senate  votes  to  amend, 
the  treaty  is  practically  a  new  document,  and  the  President, 
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as  well  as  the  foreign  power,  must  assent  to  it  in  its  new 
form.  Next  comes  the  exchange  of  ratifications,  a  formal 
act  by  which  the  signatory  powers  declare  that  all  the  steps 
necessary  to  make  the  treaty  binding  have  been  taken. 
The  time  within  which  this  may  be  done  is  commonly  stip- 
ulated in  the  treaty  itself.  Finally,  the  President  publishes 
the  treaty,  with  a  proclamation  declaring  it  a  part  of  the 
law  of  the  land. 

The  Senate  considers  treaties  in  esecntive  session.  One  of  the 
mlcH  governing  such  sessions  is,  that  all  confidential  commanica- 
tions  made  by  the  President  to  the  Senate,  including  treaties,  and 
all  remarks,  votes,  aud  proceedings  thereon,  shall  be  kept  secret 
until  the  Senate  shall  by  resolution  remove  the  injunction  of  secrecy. 
Commonly  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  is  consent  merely. 
Sometimes,  however,  the  President  sends  to  the  Senate  the  nomina- 
tion of  a  special  minister  or  commissioner  to  conduct  a  negotiation. 

487.  Congress  and  the  Treaty  Power. — Although 
the  Constitution  vests  this  power  in  the  President  and  Sen- 
ate alone.  Congress  has  sometimes  played  an  important  part 
in  making  treaties.  In  1S03  it  authorized  the  purchase  of 
the  Island  of  New  Orleans,  which  was  one  of  the  steps 
leading  to  the  Louisiana  annexation.  It  also  authorized 
the  Florida  and  Mexican  annexations  of  1819  and  1848. 
In  1845  Congress,  by  joint  resolution,  declared  that  the 
Republic  of  Texas  might  enter  the  Union,  either  by  a 
treaty  or  by  accepting  certain  terms  laid  down  in  the  reso- 
lution itself  The  second  was  the  course  followed.  It  has 
been  held  that  Congress  should  always  be  consulted  in 
advance  when  an  annexation  of  territory  is  contemplated, 
but  this  was  not  done  in  the  case  of  Alaska.  Again,  the 
Constitution  provides  that  ' '  No  money  shall  be  drawn  from 
the  Treasury  but  iu  consequence  of  appropriations  made  by 
law."  Hence  arises  the  question.  What  shall  bedonewhen 
a  treaty  calls  for  an  expenditure  of  money?  Does  this  ac- 
tion of  the  President  and  the  Senate  bind  Congress,  or 
lay  it  refuse  to  vote  the  appropriation  ?  Chancellor  Kent 
says  a  treaty  is  as  much  obligatory  upon  Congress  as  upon 
any  branch  of  the  government,  or  upon  the  people  at  large  j 
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while  Judge  Cooley  affirms  that  "  It  becomes  the  duty  of 
Congress  to  make  the  necessary  appropriations,  but  in  the 
nature  of  things  this  is  a  duty  the  performance  of  which 
cannot  he  coerced." 

48S.  Jay's  Treaty.— The  relations  of  the  United  States  and  Eng- 
land had  become  so  much  strained  in  1794  that 'war  between  them 
seemed  highly  probable.  So  President  Washington,  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate,  sent  John  Jay,  the  Chief  Justice,  to  Lou- 
don, to  negotiate,  if  possible,  a  treaty  that  should  settle  the  questions 
in  dispute.  Washington  was  far  from  being  satisfied  with  the  treaty 
negotiated,  but,  thinking  it  the  best  one  attainable  at  the  lime,  and 
preferable  to  longer  coiiteution,  gave  it  his  approval.  The  Senate 
ratified  it  by  20  to  10  votes,  June  24,  1795.  The  publication  of  the 
treaty  caused  an  estraordinary  excitement  throughout  the  country, 
which  finally  culminated  in  a  proli)nged  and  hitter  struggle  in  the 
House  of  Representatives.  The  House  adopted  a  resolution  by  a 
vote  of  fifty-seven  to  thirty-five  disclaiming  all  claim  of  power  in 
making  treaties,  but  asserting  that  Congress  had  the  right  to  deliber- 
ate upon  treaties  containing  regulations  on  subjects  placed  by  the 
Constitutiou  in  its  control.  It  then  adopted  hy  lirty-one  votes  to 
forty-eight  a  resolution  that  the  treaty  ought  to  be  carried  into  effect, 
and  this  ended  the  strife.  The  controversy  in  the  House  hinged  on 
an  appropriation  of  {90,000  that  the  treaty  called  for.  The  House  of 
Representatives  his  never  filled  to  vote  money  needed  to  give  effect 
to  treaties,  but  it  has  always  insisted  that  it  did  so  on  grounds  of  ex- 
pediency and  not  of  obligation.  Should  it  ever  refuse,  the  result 
would  be  a  dead-lock  that  might  prove  serious. 

489.  Scope  of  the  Treaty-making  Pov»er.— The  question  of  1796 
is  a  part  of  a  larger  one,  vii.,  the  character  and  scope  of  the  treaty- 
making  power.  This  is  not  defined,  and  could  not  well  be  defined, 
in  the  Constitution ,  and  we  must  go  to  the  Law  of  Nations  for  such  a 
definition.  Three  or  four  facts  will  show  that  the  power  is  very  far- 
reaching. 

Mr.  Jefferson  held  the  opinion,  that  the  Constitution  does  not 
warrant  the  annexation  of  foreign  territory,  and  he  advised  in  1803 
that  Louisiana  be  bought,  and  that  then  the  Constitution  be  amended 
to  ssnction  the  purchase.  The  chiefs  of  the  Democratic- Re  publican 
party  took  the  position,  in  which  he  finally  acquiesced,  that  the 
treaty  power  covers  such  a  case.  This  view  has  been  generally 
accepted.  "The  Constitution  confers  absolutely  on  the  Government 
of  the  Unron  the  powers  of  making  war  and  making  treaties,"  says 
Chief  Justice  Marshall ;  ''consequently  that  Government  possesses  the 
power  of   acquiring  territory,   either  by  conquest  or  by  treaty." 
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Again,  the  President  and  Senate  have,  by  treaty,  oflen  regulated 
commercial  affairs  with  other  nations  :  customs,  tonnage,  duiies,  and 
tlie  like,  and  foreigners  have  been,  naturalized  by  treaty  en  masse  oq 
the  annexation  of  territory,  although  the  Couatitulion  expressly  con- 
fers all  these  powers  upon  Congress. 

490.  The  Relation  of  a  Treaty  to  the  Constitu- 
tion and  Laws. — The  Constitution,  the  laws  made  in  per- 
.■iuance  thereof,  and  treaties  entered  into,  are  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land  (Article  VI.,  clause  2).  Hence  State  con- 
stitutions and  laws  in  conflict  with  a  treaty  are,  to  this 
extent,  null  and  void.'  In  the  Cherokee  Tobacco  Case,' 
the  Supreme  Court  held  that  a  treaty  cannot  change  the 
National  Constitution,  or  be  held  valid  if  it  is  in  violation 
of  that  instrument;  also  that  a  treaty  may  supersede  a 
prior  act  of  Congress,  and  an  act  of  Congress  a  prior  treaty. 
In  the  Chinese  Exclusion  Case,'  the  Court  held  that  the 
act  of  Congress  excluding  Chinese  laborers  from  the  coun- 
try is  constitutional,  although  contrary  to  a  treaty  pre- 
viously entered  into  with  China.  In  1798  Congress  de- 
clared the  United  States  freed  and  exonerated  from  the 
stipulations  of  all  existing  treaties  and  conventions  with 
France. 

IV.  Tua  Civit,  Service. 
Section  2,  Clause  2. — He  shall  nominate,  and  by  aud  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Senate,  shall  appoint  ambassadors,  other 
public  ministers  and  consuls,  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  all 
other  officers  of  the  United  Slates,  whose  appointments  are  not  here- 
in otherwiae  provided  for,  and  which  shall  be  established  by  law  ; 
but  the  Congress  may  by  law  vest  the  appointment  of  such  inferior 
officers  as  they  think  proper,  iu  the  President  alone,  i 
Ian,  or  in  the  heada  of  d 

Section  2,  Clause  3. — The  President  shall  have  power  to  fill  up  all 
vacancies  that  may  happen  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  by 
granting  comraisaioos  which  shall  expire  at  the  end  of  their  next 


274  THE  AMBRICAN  0»TBKNMBNT. 

they  shall  be  elected.  It  creates  Presidential  Electors,  and 
commits  the  mode  of  their  appointment  to  the  State  l>gis- 
latures.  It  creates  the  President  aud  the  Vice-President, 
and  provides  for  their  election.  It  provides  also  for  a  Chief 
Justice.  Furthermore,  the  Constitution  assumes  that  Con- 
gress will,  by  law,  provide  for  public  ministers  of  various 
grades,  consuls,  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  the  infe- 
rior courts,  heads  of  departments,  and  inferior  officers,  aud 
so  indirectly  gives  it  power  to  provide  for  them.  Fprthe 
most  part,  however,  the  Constitution  commits  the  creation 
of  offices  to  the  law-making  power.  The  rule  is  that  the 
President  cannot  create  offices,  or  appoint  men  to  offices 
that  have  not  been  created. 

492.  Classes  of  Officers. — ^As  respects  their  appoint- 
ment, officers  are  divisible  into  three  groups. 

1.  The  President  nominates,  and  by  and  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  Senate  appoints,  ambassadors,  other  public  min- 
isters aud  consuls,  and  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

2.  Congress  vests  the  appointment  of  many  inferior 
officers  in  the  President  alone,  in  the  courts  of  law,  or  in 
the  heads  of  Departments. 

3.  The  President  nominates,  and  by  and  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  appoints  all  officers  established  by  law 
who  do  not  fall  into  either  one  of  the  preceding  classes. 
The  heads  of  Departments,  for  example,  fall  into  this  third 
class,  which  is  a  very  large  one. 

493,  Employes  of  the  Government. — Only  a  miuorily  of  the 
persons  engaged  in  the  civil  service  are  called  officers.  There  ere  at 
all  times  tliousauds  of  persons  iii  that  service  vho  are  employed,  not 
appointed,  and  are  discharged,  not  removed.  In  this  class  are  fonnd 
not  only  the  laborers  iu  tile  navy  yards,  arsenals,  and  eUewbere,  but 
also  many  persons  in  coutinuous  service  at  custom  houses  and  other 
offices,  as  well  as  clerks  of  ci         " 


494.  Vesting  the  Appointing  Power. — The  Presi- 
dent appoints  his  private  secretary  and  the  clerks  of  his 
office.  The  Judges  appoint  the  officers  of  their  own  courts, 
only  the  marshals  are  appointed  by  the  President  and  Sen- 
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ate.  The  appoint rnent  of  their  own  subordinates,  save  the 
principal  ones,  which  fall  into  the  third  class,  is  vested  in 
the  heads  of  Departments.  For  example,  the  Postmaster- 
General  appoints  all  postmasters  whose  salaries  are  less 
than  $1,000. 

495.  N«minati«n  and  Confirmation.— The  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate  in  making  appointments,  like  its 
advice  and  consent  in  making  treaties,  is  practically  con- 
sent only.  The  President  sends  a  nomination  to  the  Senate 
in  writing  ;  the  Senate  commonly  refers  the  nomination  to 
the  committee  on  the  particular  branch  of  the  public  busi- 
ness with  which  the  officer  will  deal,  as  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  or  the  Judiciary  ;  and  then,  on  its  report,  the 
Senate  confirms  or  rejects  the  nomination.  If  the  Senate 
refuses  to  confirm,  the  President  makes  another  nomination, 
and  so  on  until  the  office  is  filled.  Sometimes,  but  rarely, 
the  President  has  nominated  the  same  man  the  second  time. 
The  Senate  acts  on  nominations  in  executive  session.  De- 
feuding  this  mode  of  appointment,  Alexander  Hamilton 
said:  "The  blame  of  a  bad  nomination  falls  upon  the 
President  simply  and  absolutely  ;  the  crime  of  rejecting  a 
good  one  lies  entirely  at  the  door  of  the  Senate ;  while  if  a 
bad  appointment  is  made,  the  two  participate  in  the  oppro- 
brium and  disgrace."  ' 

496.  Courtesy  of  the  Senate. — The  theory  of  the  Coustitution  is 
that  the  Senate,  in  aJ vising  and  consenting  to  appointments,  attends 
only  to  the  merits  of  the  persons  nominated.  The  practice  is  widely 
different.  In  his  first  administration,  Washington  nominated  a 
naval  officer  for  tlie  port  of  Savannah,  whom  the  Senate  refused  to 
confirm,  because  tbe  nominee  was  personally  obnoxious  to  the  Sen- 
ators from  Georgia.  This  was  the  beginning  of  the  so-called  "  cour- 
tesy of  the  Senate,"  according  to  which  the  Senate,  as  a  rule,  does 
not  confirm  a  nominee  unless  he  is  acceptable  to  one  or  both  of  the 
Senators  from  the  State  in  which  the  office  exists,  provided  they,  or 
one  of  them,  belongs  to  the  political  party  that  for  tbe  time  has  a 
majority  in  the  body.  This  custom  practically  puts  the  Senators,  or 
a  Senator,  from  a  State  in  the  room  of  the  Senate  as  an  advisiiig 
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497.  Power  of  Removal. — Save  officers  convicted  on 
impeachment,  the  Constitution  says  nothing  about  remov- 
als from  office.  At  the  same  time,  it  is  clear  that  removals 
are  sometimes  necessary  for  causes  that  would  not  justify 
impeachment.  Who  shall  make  these  removals  ?  Hamil- 
ton said  in  "The  Federalist,"  that  the  consent  of  the 
Senate  would  be  as  necessary  to  displace  an  officer  as  to 
appoint  him  in  the  first  place  ;  and  no  other  view  appears 
to  have  been  entertained  before  the  Constitution  went  into 
operation.     But  this  did  not  become  the  practice. 

While  considering,  in  1789,  the  organization  of  the 
Treasury  Depaitment,  the  House  of  Representatives  dis- 
cussed the  subject  of  removals  thoroughly.  Some  mem- 
bers advocated  the  view  asserted  by  Hamilton  the  year 
before ;  others,  as  Mr.  Madison,  contended  that  the  power 
of  removal  belonged  to  the  President  alone;  Mr.  Benson, 
of  New  York,  advocated  the  theory  that  the  President 
could  remove  at  his  own  pleasure  ;  while  still  others  held 
that  an  officer  could  not  be  removed  unless  actually  im- 
peached. The  House;  by  a  vote  of  34  to  20,  and  the  Sen- 
ate, by  the  casting  vote  of  the  Vice-President,  declared  in 
favor  of  the  second  theory.  Congress  accordingly  made 
the  heads  of  the  State,  Treasury,  and  War  Departments 
removable  by  the  President  alone,  and  this  has  since  prac- 
tically been  the  rule.  The  decision  of  1789  was  greatly 
■influenced  by  the  confidence  reposed  in  Washington. 

498.  Removals  from  Office.— Although  Confrress  left  the  causes 
for  which  removals  might  be  made  wholly  to  the  discretion  of  the 
President,  there  were  only  73  removals  iu  10  admiuistratious.  Wash- 
ington made  9,  John  Adams  g,  Jefferson  39,  Madison  5,  John  Quincy 
Adams  3,  Monroe  9.  In  this  period  tbe  rule  was,  that  the  Presi- 
dent made  removals  for  legal  and  moral  reasons  only.  President 
Jackson,  in  1829,  introduced  a  new  order  of  things  In  one  year  he 
made  734  removals  ;  some  of  them  to  punish  hi*  political  enemies, 
some  to  reward  his  political  friends,  and  some  to  strengthen  his 
party.  This  was  adopting  in  its  widest  latitude  the  theory  that  the 
President  could  remove  at  his  pleasure.  The  new  method  was  bor- 
rowed from  the  politicians  of  New  York,  and  Mr.  Marcy,  of  that 
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State,  defending  it  in  tlie  Senate  said  :  "When  they  are  contending 
for  viciory,  they  avow  the  inteiitiou  of  enjoying  the  fruits  of  it.  If 
they  are  defeated,  they  expect  to  retire  from  office.  If  they  are  suc- 
cessful, they  claim  as  matter  of  right  the  advantages  of  success. 
They  see  nothing  wrong  in  the  rule  that  to  tlie  victors  belong  the 
spoils  of  the  enemy." 

499.  The  Spoils  System.— PreSiident  Jackson's  course  produced 
great  dissatisfaction.  In  1S35  a  coinmittee  of  the  Senate,  Mr.  Cal- 
houn chairman,  said  the  spoils  system  was  as  perfect  a  scheme  as 
could  be  devised  for  enlarging  the  power  of  patronage,  destroying 
love  of  country,  ami  substituting  a  spirit  of  subserviency  and  man- 
worship,  encouragiug  vice  and  diacouragiug  virtue,  preparing  for  the 
subversion  of  liberty,  and  the  establishment  of  despotism.  An  at- 
tempt was  made  to  enact  a  law  requiring  the  President,  when  mak- 
ing nominations  that  would  work  removals,  to  state  the  fact  in  his 
raesBage,  and  to  give  the  reason  for  which  tlie  removals  were  made. 
This  attempt  failed,  and  President  Jackson  went  on  as  before.  Presi- 
dent Van  Buren  followed  in  the  footsteps  of  his  predecessor.  When 
the  Whigs  came  into  power  in  1841,  although  they  had  vehemently 
denounced  the  preceding  administration  for  introducing  the  spoils 
syslem,  they  adopted  it;  and  from  that  day  to  this,  when  a  change 
of  administration  has  occurred,  aud  especially  when  it  has  involved 
a  change  of  political  party,  there  have  been  numerous  removals  for 
personal,  factional,  or  political  reasons. 

500.  Civil  Service  Reform. — Soon  after  the  Civil  War  public 
attention  was  drawn  to  the  state  of  the  civil  service.  The  Civil  Serv- 
ice Reformers,  who  appeared  at  that  time,  hold  that  the  President 
should  be  free  to  choose  those  officers  that  have  to  do  with  matters 
of  public  policy,  such  as  the  heads  of  Departments  and  their 
principal  subordinates,  from  the  party  that  has  elected  him  ;  also 
that  these  officers  should  be  personally  acceptable  to  him  ;  but  they 
contend  that  inferior  officers  and  employes,  who  perform  routine 
duties,  slionl4  be  appointed  with  sole  reference  to  fitness  and  during 

I  good   behavior.      They  also  coudemn  assessments  of  money   upon 
offipe-bolders  for  party  purposes.     Since  1869  some  practical  reforms 
have  been  made  in  the  civil  service. 
p> 
t 
o 
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In  1883  the  Pendleton  Act  was  passed,  of  which  these  are  the 
principal  features :  There  shall  be  -competitive  esaminations  of  can- 
didates in  the  Departments  at  Washington,  and  in  Custom-Housea 
iud  Post-OfBces  having  50  clerks  ;  when  a  vacancy  in  such  a  depart- 
ment or  office  arises,  it  shall  be  filled  from  the  four  highest  on  the 
list  of  those  who  have  passed  such  examinations ;  each  State  and 
Territory  shall  be  entitled  to  a  fair  proportion  of  the  appointments, 
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and  no  appointee  ihall  be  absolutely  appointed  until  lie  bas  served  a 
probation  of  alx  months.  This  act  does  not  include  any  appoint- 
ment that  requires  the  confirmation  of  the  Senate,  or  many  others 
in  which  it  is  unnecesaary.  However,  the  later  Presidents  have  ex- 
tended the  Merit  System,  as  it  is  called,  to  many  classes  of  officers  and 
employes  that  the  law  does  not  specifically  embrace.  This  has  been 
ilonc  by  executive  order.' 

501.  Tenure  of  Office  Act  of  1867.— President  Johnson  became 
involved  in  a  bitter  controversy  with  the  Republican  party,  which 
had  elected  him  to  power  and  which  controlled  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress.    He  removed  many  officers  that  were  obnoxious  to  him.     The 
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tially  prevent  such  removals  by  re- 
,,  bnt  it  had  no  check  on  removals 
.So  Congress  passed,  over  the  veto,  the  Tenure 
of  Office  Act,  containing  these  provisions :  That  the  President  might 
suspend  an  officer  in  the  recess  of  Congress  ;  that  he  should  report 
each  suspension  to  the  Senate,  together  with  his  reasons  for  making 
it,  within  twenty  days  after  the  subsequent  assembling  of  the  Senate  ; 
that  if  the  Senate  should  concur  with  the  President,  the  President 
might  then  remove  the  officer  and  appoint  another  one  in  the  usual 
way  ;  that  if  the  Senate  did  not  concur,  the  suspended  officer  should 
resume  his  duties.  The  President's  disregard  of  this  law  in  removing 
Secretary  Stanton  was  the  main  cause  of  his  impeachment  by  the 
House  of  Representatives.  Soon  after  the  inauguration  of  President 
Grant,  in  1S69,  the  principal  features  of  this  law  were  repealed,  and, 
in  1887,  the  remaining  ones  also, 

502.  Present  Rule  of  Removals. — In  the  session  of 
the  Senate,  the  President  can  remove  an  officer  by  nominat- 
ing, and  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
appointing  his  successor.  The  appointee  does  not  receive 
his  commission,  or  the  incumbent  vacate  his  office,  until 
the  nomination  has  been  confirmed.  In  the  recess,  the 
President  can  remove  an  officer  by  appointing  a  successor, 
who  at  once  receives  his  commission  and  enters  upon  the 
duties  of  the  office.  If  the  Senate  refuses  at  its  next  ses- 
sion to  confirm  the  nomination,  the  President  makes  a  sec- 
ond one ;  but  in  either  event   the  removal   is   final   and 
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absolute,  la  the  case  of  vacancies  that  occur  in  the  recess 
of  Congress,  the  procedure  is  the  same  as  in  the  case  of 
removals  made  iu  the  recess.  If  the  Senate  fails  to  act  upon 
a  nomination  before  its  final  adjournment,  the  commission 
expires,  and  the  President  must  reappoint  the  incumbent 
or  appoint  some  other  person.  All  such  offices  are  vacan- 
cies in  the  sense  of  the  Constitution.  The  power  of  the 
President  over  the  civil  service  is  therefore  greater  in  the 
recess  than  in  the  session  of  the  Senate. 

503.  Public  Ministers. — The  term  ministers  includes 
ambassadors,  envoys  extraordinary,  or  ministers  pleni- 
potentiary, ministers-resident,  commissioners,  and  charges 
d'affaires.  The  rank  of  a  minister  is  determined  by  various 
considerations,  as  the  rank  of  the  power  to  which  he  is  sent. 
The  United  States  first  appointed  and  received  members  of 
the  rank  of  ambassador  in  President  Cleveland's  second  ad- 
ministration. This  was  the  result  of  arrangements  entered 
into  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  Ger- 
many, France,  and  Italy.  Envoys  extraordinary,  or  min- 
isters plenipotentiary,  are  sent  to  some  inferior  powers,  and 
ministers-resident  to  less  important  ones.  Commissioners 
are  not  now  often  appointed,  unless  to  negotiate  special 
treaties.  The  salaries  of  ministers  range  from  $10,000  to 
$17,500,  the  latter  being  paid  to  those  at  London,  Paris, 
Berlin,  and  St,  Petersburg.     Ministers-resident  receive  from 

I $5, 000  to  $7,500.  Several  of  the  ministers  are  furnished 
with  secretaries  called  Secretaries  of  Legation. 
504.  The  Army  and  the  Navy. — The  army  and  the 
navy  also  fall  within  the  scope  of  the  appointing  power. 
Unless  otherwise  ordered  by  law,  all  military  and  naval 
officers  are  nominated  by  the  President,  and  appointed  by 
him  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate. 
Here  abuses  of  the  appointing  power  have  been 
paratively  infrequent.  Congress  enacted  in  1866:  "No 
officer  in  the  military  or  naval  service  shall,  in  time  of 
peace,  be  dismissed  from  service  except  upOn,  and  in  pur- 
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suance  of,  the  sentence  of  a  court-martial  to  that  effect,  or 
ill  commutation  thereof." 

505.  Consuls. ^The  functions  of  consuls  are  deter- 
mined by  treaties  and  by  the  laws  of  the  land  appointing 
them.  Besides  ' '  general  watchfulness  over  the  commercial 
interests  of  their  nation,  and  aid  to  their  countrymen  in 
securing  their  commercial  rights,"  Dr.  Wool sey  enumerates 
the  following  duties  belonging  to  them:  Legalizing  by  their 
seal,  for  use  within  their  own  country,  acts  of  judicial  or 
other  tribunals,  and  authenticating  marriages,  births,  and 
deaths  among  their  countrymen  within  their  consular  dis- 
tricts ;  receiving  the  protests  of  masters  of  vessels,  granting 
passports,  and  acting  as  depositaries  of  ships'  papers ; 
reclaiming  deserters  from  vessels,  providing  for  destitute 
sailors,  and  discharging  such  as  have  been  cruelly  treated  ; 
acting  iu  behalf  of  the  owners  of  stranded  vessels,  and  ad- 
ministering ou  personal  property  left  within  their  districts 
by  deceased  persons,  when  uo  legal  representative  is  at 
hand.'  Altliongh  consuls  are  not  ranked  as  ministers,  they 
are  sometimes  charged  with  diplomatic  duties.  The  Presi- 
dent appoints  some  thirty  consuls- general,  and  about  300 
consuls  and  consular  agents.  A  consul-general  exercises  a 
general  supervision  over  all  the  consuls  of  his  government 
within  the  country  to  which  he  is  sent.  Consuls  at  minor 
posts  receive  their  compensation  iu  consular  fees  ;  those  at 
the  important  posts  receive  regular  salaries,  ranging  from 
$1,000  to  $6,000,  and  pay  the  fees  over  to  the  Treasury. 

506.  President's  Relation  to  Foreign  Affairs. — The  Constitution 
empowers  the  President  to  uomiuate,  and  hj  and  with  the  consent 
of  the  Seaate,  to  appoint,  ambassadors,  other  public  ministers,  and 
consuls.  He  need  not  wait  until  Congres.i  .shall  by  law  create  these 
o£6ces.  Stiil,  there  are  two  effective  checks  upon  this  power  ;  The 
Senate  must  consent  to  the  appointment,  and  Congress  must  vote  the 
salary.  This  power  has  been  tbe  subject  of  controversy  Iretween  the 
Executive  aud  Congress,  as  in  the  admiuistratious  of  Presidents 
Jackson  and  Grant.  In  the  latter  case.  General  Garfield  nud  others 
argued  in  the  House  of  Represeulalives  that  the  Constitution  creates 

1  Jntemational  Lblw,   p.  154  (6th  Edition). 
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cRdatfiK«fe«ac«f  Oea^mlKnnB  of  Co^iess  pre- 
antsaa  vaOiBe  UABTaf  Oe  riimiMwl  fcr  d>e  year, 
■ilk  Oie  RnBdenC's  lieas  aai  iiiimi  MliTiiw  .  sod  is 
br  the  s^nal  T^Mfts  of  dte  heads  of  Deput- 
«sUk  ExecDtm 
n^tc  to  ^RcUl  qoestioos, 
Tkc  owMiiniiritinMi  io  wtaA  tfae  PresSiknt  nomiiMtcs 
odSoen;  *vd  ta  -wfckb  he  giives  the  nasons  wb  j  be  Rfbses 
to  tigu  bids,  are  also  called  fecial  messages. 

PtaUfeotM  Watbington  and  Adins  deliTcred  their  umnal  ad- 
dreate*  is  penoa  to  the  twa  Bouses  in  joist  asseniblj,  and  each 
Hotue  insde  a  formal  reply.  This  procedme  wss  in  iioitatiou  of  Ihe 
ceremony  attend ing  the  opening  of  Farliameut.  Preiident  J eSeraon 
adopted  the  simpler  expedient,  which  his  saccessors  have  folloifed. 
of  sending  to  each  Honse  a  copy  of  a  written  message  to  be  rend  tiy 
the  clerk  or  secretary.  President  Washington  sometimes  met  Ihe 
Senate  in  person  to  confer  upon  eiecutive  business;  and  it  wmi  the 
original  espectation  that  the  relations  of  tbe  Eieculive  and  the 
Upper  House  would  be  more  intimate  than  they  have  proved  to  bo  iti 
practice.  Even  now,  however,  one  of  the  atandiug  rules  of  tlie  Sen- 
ate  provides  that  "  when  the  President  of  the  Uuited  State  Mhnll  moot 
the  Senate  in  the  Senate  Chamber  for  the  consideration  of  e«ceutivo 
business,  he  shall  hnve  a  seat  on  the  right  of  the  Presiding  Oiricrr." 

508.  Special  SesHions.— Presidents  John  Adamii,  JcfTcriKiii ,  MuiI 
isou.  Van  Bureu,  W.  II.  Harrison,  Pierce,  I-incoln,  Haye«,  ond  CIPVf  ■ 
land  have  found  it  necessary  to  call  luch  leulon*.  The  Setiato  Ua> 
oflen  been  called  in  special  lesslon  to  IrlDiBCt  CZiautlve  buslucM, 
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but  the  House  of  Representatives  lias  never  been  called  alone.  It  is 
now  the  custom  for  a  President,  a  few  days  before  lie  retires  frotn 
office,  to  issue  a  proclamation  calling  the  Senate  together  imme- 
diately following  the  inauguration  of  his  successor.  This  give3  the 
Senate  an  opportunity  to  elect  a  President  pro  tempore,  and  the 
President  an  opportunity  to  nominate  his  Cabinet  and  other  officers. 
No  President  has  ever  had  occasion  to  adjourn  Congress.' 

509.  Reception  of  Ministers. — The  reception  of  a 
minister  is  a  formal  acknowledgment  of  the  country  that 
he  comes  from  as  belonging  to  the  family  of  nations. 
This  is  the  practical  effect  of  the  President's  reception, 
but  Congress  can  no  doubt  reverse  such  recognition.  No 
nation  is  obliged  to  receive  as  a  minister  any  man  whom 
another  nation  may  choose  to  send  to  it;  the  man  him- 
self must  be  an  acceptable  person  {persona  grala.)  A 
minister,  on  arriving  in  Washington,  sends  bis  papers  to 
the  State  Department,  and  in  due  time  it  is  signified  to  him 
that  he  will  or  will  not  be  received.  In  the  former  case,  be 
visits  the  White  House,  accompanied  by  the  Secretary  of 
State,  who  introduces  him  to  the  President.  He  delivers  an 
addres.s  to  the  President,  and  receives  from  him  a  reply. 
He  thus  becomes  the  accredited  representative  of  his  coun- 
try to  the  United  States. 

510.  The  Right  of  Dismissal. — A  minister  may  be 
dismissed  for  various  reasons.  The  two  governments  may 
no  longer  have  a  good  understanding,  the  government  to 
which  the  minister  has  been  sent  may  no  longer  consider 
the  country  from  which  the  minister  comes,  a  nation,  or  the 
minister  may  become  an  unacceptable  person  (  persona  non 
grala).  For  a  government  to  send  a  minister  his  papers,  is 
considered  equivalent  to  a  declaration  of  war. 


1  Partiameol  doe 

s  not  convene  a 

a  time  fiited  by  law, 

or  adjo 

mo 

r  its  own 

tnoHoD.    niaconve 

ned  and  prorogu 

dbyllieCrowu.    How 

diatthereshaUbea 

t  least  one  sessl 

□  D  every  year,  and  Xb 

nly  begins  in 

February.    The  leg 

1  limit  of  a  p 

rliamenl   is  sercn  ye 

this 

la  rarely 

reached.    The  Crow 

onvoke 

s  it  does  almost 

nvariably  before  the  I 

gallim 

expired. 

Qf  elections  for 

lES 

e  within 

veiage  life  of  a  parlia 

ment  In 

century 

has  been  ICHB  than  f 

POWERS  AND  DUTIES  OF  THE  PRESIDENT. 


283 


President  Washington  dismissed  M.  Genet,  the  French  minister, 
in  1793,  for  meddling  in  political  matters,  and  President  Cleveland 
dismissed  Lord  Sackville,  in  1888,  for  a  similar  offense.  Several 
nations  have  recalled  ministers  on  the  request  of  our  Government. 
France  recalled  M.  Poussin,  in  1849 ;  England,  Mr.  Jackson,  in  1809, 
and  Sir  John  Crampton,  in  1856;  Russia,  M.  Catacazy,  in  1872. 

511.  To  Execute  the  Laws  and  Commission  Offi- 
cers.— ^The  President  must  see  that  the  laws  are  faithfully 
executed.  For  this  purpose  he  is  clothed  with  ample 
power.  He  is  the  head  of  the  Executive  Department  of 
the  Government ;  he  appoints  officers ;  he  is  in  close  rela- 
tions with  Congress;  lie  is  commander-in-chief  of  the 
army  and  navy,  and  on  emergencies  can  call  out  the  militia 
of  the  States.  Moreover,  there  is  ^n  obvious  propriety  in 
his  commissioning  all  officers,  ciyfl,  military,  and  naval. 
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CHAPTER  XXXIII. 

THE  EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENTS. 
Article  II. 

512.  Creation  of  Such   Departments  Assumed. — 

The  first  and  second  clauses  of  sectiou  2,  Articlu  II. ,  quoted 
above,  are  the  only  clauses  of  the  Constitution  that  men- 
tion executive  departments.  The  clauses  assume  that  they 
will  be  created,  and  by  implication  confer  power  to  create 
them.  In  fact,  several  such  departments  existed  under  the 
Confederation.  The  number,  the  names,  and  the  functions 
of  these  departments  were  wisely  left  to  the  discretion  of 
Congress,  Eight  have  been  created,  and  their  history  and 
organization  throw  much  light  on  the  growth  of  the  Gov- 
ernmentand  on  the  distribution  of  executive  business.  The 
heads  of  the  Executive  Departments  receive  the  same  sal- 
ary, $8,000. 

513.  Department  of  State. — The  Continental  Con- 
gress look  the  first  steps  toward  the  creation  of  such  a 
department.  In  1775  it  created  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Correspondence,  afterwards  called  the  Committee  of  For- 
eign Affairs;  in  1781  it  established  the  Department  of 
Foreign  Affairs,  which,  presided  over  first  by  R.  R.  Liv- 
ingston and  then  by  John  Jay,  transacted  its  foreign  busi- 
ness down  to  1789.  In  July  of  that  year  the  new  Congress 
established  a  new  department  of  the  same  name,  but  soon 
changed  the  name  to  Department  of  State,  which  it  has 
since  borne. 

The  Secretary  of  State's  duties  are  not  very  strictly  de- 
fined by  law,  and  cannot  be.  Under  the  direction  of  the 
President,  he  executes  duties  relative  to  correspondence, 
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commissions,  or  instructions  to  or  with  public  ministers  or 
consuls  to  or  from  tlie  United  States.  The  originals  of 
treaties,  laws,  and  foreign  correspondence,  together  with  the 
seal  of  the  United  States,  which  he  affixes  to  documents 
that  require  it,  are  in  his  custody.  He  also  authenticates 
the  President's  proclamations  with  his  signature.  But  his 
principal  business  is  to  conduct  the  foreign  affairs  of  the 
country,  under  the  President's  direction.  The  Department 
of  State  is  the  first  of  the  Departments  in  dignity,  and  the 
Secretary  of  State,  sometimes  called  the  Premier  in  imita- 
tion of  the  English  Premier,  is  the  head  of  the  Cabinet. 

514.  Department  of  the  Treasury.— The  first  steps 
leading  to  this  department  were  also  taken  in  1775.  In 
1781  a  Finance  Department  took  the  place  of  the  Board  of 
Treasury,  which  in  1778  had  taken  the  place  of  the  Treas- 
ury Office  of  Accounts.  Robert  Morris,  to  whose  financier- 
ing the  country  owed  so  much,  was  the  first  Superintend- 
ent of  this  Department.  The  present  Department  was 
established  by  Congress  in  September,  1789.  It  is  the 
most  complex  and  extensive  of  all  the  Executive  Diipart- 
ments. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  cannot  be  a  person  en- 
gaged in  trade  or  commerce.  He  proposes  plans  for  the 
public  revenues  and  credit;  prescribes  the  form  of  keeping 
the  public  accounts  ;  makes  reports  annually  of  the  state  of 
the  finances,  and  special  reports  from  time  to  time  as  called 
upon,  or  as  the  exigencies  of  affairs  require;  superintends 
the  collection  of  the  revenue;  issues  warrants  upon  the 
Treasury  for  money  appropriated  by  Congress  for  various 
purposes,  and  performs  all  such  duties  connected  with  the 
fiscal  business  of  the  Government  as  the  law  requires. 

515.  Bureaus  in  the  Treasury  Department.—  Tliere  are  in  tlie  De- 
partment tbe  offices  of  the  First  and  Second  Comptrollers  ;  of  First, 
Second,  Third,  Fourth,  Fifth,  and  Sixth  Auditors ;  of  the  Treasurer, 
Register,  Conimissiouer  of  Customs,  Coroptrolkr  of  the  Currency, 
Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue,  and  Directors  of  Statistics, 
of  the  Mint,  and  Bureau  of  Engraving  aud  Printing.  In  the 
offices  of  the  Auditors  the  accounts  of  the  different  branches  of  the 
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public  service  are  audited,  as  i 

in  that  of  the  Fourth  Auditor,  aud  thi 

raent  in  that  of  the  Third  Auditor  ; 

the  accounts  that  the  Auditors  have  pi 

the  Register.   The  Register  keeps  all 

itures,  and  is  the  book-keeper  of  the  Governmeut.     The  Treasurer 

receives  and  keeps  the  moneys  of  the  United  States,  aud  pays  them 

out  ou  warrants  drawn  by  the  proper  officers.     Tlie  Commissiouer of 

Customs  looks  after  the  customs,  the  Comptroller  of  the  Currency 

after  the  circulation  of  the  National  Banks,  the  Commissiouer  of  the 

Interual  Revenue  supervises  that  hranch  of  the  service,  while  the 

dnties  of  the  Directors  of  the  Bureaus  of  Statistics,  of  Engraving  and 

Printing,  aud  of  the  Mint  are  sufficiently  indicated  hy  their  titles, 

516.  Department  of  War, — This  Department  also 
antedates  the  Constitution,  As  now  organized,  it  dates 
from  August  7,  17S9.  The  Secretary  of  War  has  charge 
of  military  affairs,  under  the  President ;  he  has  the  custody 
of  all  army  records,  the  superintendence  of  purchases  of 
military  supplies,  the  direction  of  army  transportation,  the 
distribution  of  stores,  the  oversight  of  the  signal  service, 
the  improvement  of  rivers  and  harbors,  and  the  supply  of 
arms  and  munitions  of  war. 

The  Department  contains  ten  bureaus,  the  names  of  whirh  indi- 
cate the  duties  of  Lbeir  heads,  viz. :  The  offices  of  the  Adjutant.  Quar- 
termaster, Commissary,  Paymaster,  and  Surge  on- Generals  ;  the  offices 
of  the  Chief  of- Engineers,  the  Ordnance  Office,  the  Signal  Office,  and 
the  Bureau  of  Military  Justice.  The  Military  Academy  at  West  Point, 
established  iu  i8oa,  is  also  under  the  control  of  the  War  Department 

517.  The  Department  of  Justice.— The  Office  of  the 
Attorney -General  was  established  in  1 789,  and  was  reorgan- 
ized as  the  Department  of  Justice  in  1870.  The  Attorney- 
General  is  the  responsible  !aw-adviser  of  the  President  and 
the  heads  of  the  Executive  Departments. 

The  law  provides  that  no  head  of  a  Department  shall  employ 
attorneys  or  couusel  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States,  but  thai 
when  in  ueed  of  counsel  or  advice:  he  shall  call  upon  the  Department 
of  Justice  to  attend  to  the  same.  The  officers  of  the  Department 
must  pass  upon  all  titles  to  land  purchased  by  the  Government  for 
forts  or  public  buildings.  They  must  also  prosecute  or  defend  all 
ID  the  Supreme  Court,  or  Court  of  Claims,  to  nhich  the  United 
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States  is  a  party.  Beaidea  the  Attorn ey-General,  the  officers  of  the 
Department  are  the  Solicitor- General,  four  Assistant  Attoiney-Gen- 
erals,  two  Solicitors  of  the  Treasury,  a  Solicitor  of  Interual  Revenue, 
a  Naval  Solicitor,  and  an  Examiuer  of  Claims  for  the  Department  of 
State.  The  District  Atloruejs  of  the  several  judicial  districts  are  also 
suhject  to  the  direction  of  the  Attorney-Geueral. 

518.  Post-Office  Department.— The  Post-Office  De- 
partment is  the  oldest  Executive  Departmeut  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. In  July,  1775,  nearly  a  year  before  independence 
was  declared,  the  Continental  Congress  created  a  general 
post-office,  and  chose  Dr.  Franklin  Postmaster- General. 
The  Articles  of  Confederation  intrusted  the  establishing 
and  regulating  of  the  post-office  from  one  State  to  another 
throughout  the  United  States  to  Congress,  On  the  organi- 
zation of  the  new  Government  in  1789,  the  post-office  was 
continued,  and  it  was  not  until  1794  that  Congress  created 
the  present  Department.  Its  head  is  the  Postmaster- Gen- 
eral, who  controls  a  larger  patronage  than  any  other  execu- 
tive of&cer  of  the  Government. 

Tbe  operations  of  the  Department  are  shown  by  their  distribution 
among  the  four  Assistant  PostmaF^ters- General. 

TAe  First  Assislanl  has  charge  of  the  miscellaueoua  correspond- 
ence, the  money-order  system,  the  postal-money  order  system,  in- 
cluding the  International  money  order  correspondence,  the  dead- 
lelter  office,  and  the  divisions  of  free  delivery  and  post-office  supplies. 

The  Second  Assistant  has  the  arrangement  of  the  mail  service  and 
placing  the  same  under  contract,  embracing  frequency  of  trips,  mode 
of  conveyance,  limes  of  arrivals  and  departures  of  mails,  etc. 

The  Third  Assistant  is  charged  with  the  financial  business  of  the 
department  He  haaoveralght  alaoof  the  division  of  postageataujps, 
etc.,  and  the  special  delivery  system. 

Tke  Fourth  Assistant  is  charged  with  preparing  cases  for  the 
establishment,  discontinuance,  and  change  of  name  of  post-offices, 
the  appointment  of  postmasters,  the  filing  of  bonds  and  oaths,  the 
issuing  of  coramis'-ionH,  and  oversight  of  post-office  inspectors  and 
mail  depredations,' 

519.  Department  of  the  Navy. — Under  the  Confed- 
eration, tbe  management  of  the  navy  was  given  to  the  War 
Office,  which  also  controlled  it  for  some  time  under  the 
Constitution.  Congress  created  the  present  Departmeut 
April  30,   1798.     The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  is  required  to 
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execute  such  orders  as  he  shall  receive  from  the  Presideiit 
relative  to  the  procurement  of  naval  materials,  and  the  con- 
struction, armament,  equipment,  and  employment  of  ves- 
sels of  war,  and  all  other  matters  connected  with  the  navy. 

The  bureaus  are :  Yarda  and  Docks  ;  Equipment  and  Recruit- 
ing ;  Navigatiou ;  Ordnance ;  Medicine  and  Surgery  ;  Provisions 
and  Clothing  ;  Steam  Engineering ;  Construction  and  Repairs.  Tbe 
United  States  Naval  Academy,  located  at  Annapolis,  Maryland,  es- 
tablished in  1846,  is  also  under  tbe  control  of  tbe  Navy  Department. 

520.  Department  of  the  Interior. — An  act  of  Con- 
gress approved  March  3,  1849,  established  this  Department. 
It  is  made  up  mainly  of  various  offices  that  had  before  be- 
longed to  other  Departments,  and  is  less  homogeneous  than 
the  others.  The  Patent  Office  and  the  Census  Office  had 
belonged  to  the  State  Department ;  the  Land  Office,  to  the 
Treasury  Department ;  tbe  Pension  Office,  to  the  War  and 
Navy  departments  ;  the  Office  of  Indian  Affairs,  to  the  War 
Department  ■  while  the  President  himself  had  had  charge 
of  the  Public  Buildings.  The  heads  of  these  several  offices 
are  all  styled  Commissioners,  except  the  head  of  the  Land 
Office,  who  is  called  the  Surveyor-Geueral,  and  the  Super- 
intendent of  the  Census.  In  1867  a  Department  of  Edu- 
cation wascreated,  but  the  next  year  it  was  abolished,  and 
a  bureau  styled  the  Office  of  Education  was  established  in 
the  Interior  Department.  The  head  of  this  office  is  the 
Commissioner  of  Education,  The  principal  duty  of  the 
Commissioner  is  to  collect  facts  and  statistics  in  regard  to 
education  and  schools,  and  to  report  annually  the  results 
of  his  iuvestigatious,  together  with  such  views  and  recom- 
mendatious  as  will  subserve  the  interests  of  education, 

531.  Department  of  Agriculture.— A  Department  of 
Agriculture,  so-called,  was  established  at  Washington  in 
It  was  neither  an  Executive  Department  nor  a 
bureau  in  such  Department.  It  was  like  the  Department 
of  Education  as  originally  created.  The  law  creating  this 
Department  declares  that  its  general  design  and  duties 
shall  be  to  diffuse  among  the  people  of  the  United  States 
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useful  information  on  subjects  connected  with  agriculture 
in  the  most  general  and  comprehensive  sense  of  that  term, 
and  to  procure,  propagate,  and  distribute  among  the  peo- 
ple new  and  valuable  seeds  aud  plants."  It  was  put  in 
charge  of  a  Commissioner  of  Agriculture,  In  1S89  Con- 
gress made  it  one  of  the  Executive  Departments,  aud  placed 
it  iu  charge  of  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  The  Weather 
Bureau  is  in  this  Department, 

522.  The  Cabinet. — The  heads  of  these  eight  Departments  ate 
popularly  called  the  Cabinet.  The  name  is  not  found  in  the  Consti- 
tution or  laws,  nor  is  the  Cabinet  itself  in  any  way  a  legal  body.  The 
law  creates  the  Departments,  de&ues  the  duties  of  their  heads,  and 
the  Constitution  emjiowers  the  President  to  require  their  opinions  in 
wriling  concerning  all  subjects  relating  to  the  duties  of  their  several 
ofBces.  The  frequent  meeting  of  these  officers  as  a  council,  under 
the  presidency  of  the  President,  to  discuss  executive  business,  is  con- 
ducive to  unity  and  strength  of  administration  ;  but  such  meetings, 
and  the  idea  that  these  eieculive  officers  constitute  a  cabinet,  rest 
wholly  upon  usage.  Washington  called  these  heads  together  for 
this  purpose,  and  the  precedent  thus  set,  which  he  borrowed  from 
England,  has  been  since  followed.  The  Cabinet,  as  such,  has  no 
legal  duties  to  perform.  The  President  defers  more  or  less  to  its 
advice,  but  is  not  obliged  to  follow  it  ia  any  particular.  The  Con- 
stitution holds  him,  and  not  his  advisers,  responsible  for  the  per- 
formance of  executive  business.  At  the  same  time,  the  heads  of  De- 
partments are  legally  responsible  so  far  as  their  duties  are  defined 
by  law.  At  first  the  Cabinet  consisted  of  the  Secretaries  of  State, 
of  the  Treasury,  and  of  War,  aud  tlje  Attorney -General.  The  Post- 
master-General did  not  become  a  member  until  the  administiation 
of  General  Jackson.  The  Secretaries  of  the  Navy,  of  the  Interior, 
and  of  Agriculture  became  members  on  the  creation  of  their  respect- 
ive Departments.  No  official  record  is  made  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Cabinet,  as  its  couelnsions  are  recommendatory  only.  Neither  is 
the  President's  office  an  office  of  record  ;  all  executive  records  are 
kept  in  the  several  Departments  through  whose  heads  the  executive 
transacted. 

:xecutive  Responsibility. — Various  efforts  were  made  in 
Federal  Convention  to  distribute  Executive  power  and  responsi- 
bility.    One  was  the  proposition  already  considered  to  constitute  a 
plural  executive.    Another  was  that   the  President  should   have  a 
privy  council,  consisting  of  the  President  of  the  Senate,  the  Speaker 
the  House  of  Representatives,  the  Chief-Justice,  and  the  heads  ol 


290 


THE  AMERICAN  GOVERNMENT. 


the  Executive  DepartmeatE,  whose  duty  it  should  be  to  advise  hiiu  in 
snch  matters  respectiug  the  esecution  of  his  office  as  he  should  think 
proper  to  lay  before  theiu,  but  Iheir  advice  should  uot  be  bindiug, 
nor  affect  his  respousibility  for  the  measures  that  he  should  adopt. 
The  Virginia  plan  proposed  that  the  Executive  and  a  couvenient 
number  of  the  Judiciary  should  compose  a  council  of  revision,  to 
examiue  every  act  of  Congress  before  it  took  effect,  and  that  tbe  dis- 
seut  of  the  said  council  should  amount  to  a  rejection  of  such  act 
unless  it  were  again  passed.     Happily,  these  propositions  all  failed. 

524.  Articles  I.  and  II. — There  is  a  marked  difference  in  the  vrays 
in  which  the  statesmen  of  1787  treated  the  Legislative  and  the  Execu- 
tive branches  of  tlie  Government.  The  first  occupies  in  tbe  Consti- 
tution more  than  double  the  apace  that  is  occupied  by  the  second, 
and  the  language  employed  is  also  more  specific  and  definite.  Part 
of  the  explanation  of  this  disparity  is  the  fact  that  the  legislative 
power,  by  its  very  nature,  is  more  fundamental  than  the  executive 
power  ;  while  the  eiecutive,  also  by  its  very  nature,  is  incapable  of 
as  strict  definition  and  limitation  as  the  other.  The  facts  that  John 
Quincy  Adams  thus  states  are  not  accidental  but  natural:  "The 
powers  of  the  Executive  department,  explicitly  and  emphatically 
concentrated  in  one  person,  are  vastly  more  extensive  and  compli- 
cated than  those  of  the  Legislative.  The  language  of  the  instni- 
meut  in  conferring  legislative  authority  is,  'All  legislative  power 
herein  grunted  shall  be  vested  iu  a  Congress  of  tbe  United  States, 
which  shall  consist  of  a  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives.'  But 
the  executive  authority  is  unreserved  iu  terms, — 'The  executive 
power  shall  be  vested  in  a  President  of  the  Uniled  States  of 
America.'"  The  more  carefuUy  the  Executive  power,  as  consti- 
tuted by  the  Constitution,  is  studied  in  the  light  of  the  development 
of  the  Nation,  the  greater  will  its  range  of  application  appear  to  be. 
It  is  admitted  that  the  President  of  the  United  States,  although 
elected  and  holding  his  office  for  but  a  limited  term,  is  one  of  the  most 
powerful  executive  officers  on  the  globe. 
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in  ordinarily  strong  Presiden 
ever  described.  Much  of  the  leeislation  of  Conerei 
the  President,  The  Constltulion  did  not  provide  for 
A  large  part  of  legislation  was  first  conisiflered  in 
Congress  by  contact  pri^-alely  between  the  Secretariea  aud  the  Comnilltee*  of 
Congress.  The  President's  message  is  without  legal  force,  end  Congress  can  be 
influenced  by  it  or  not  as  it  sees  St  |  but  i  f  one  were  to  compare  the  messages  with 
legisiatioDs,  it  will  be  found  that  legislation  largely  rcsuiled  from  the  suggestions 
of  mesapges.  Really,  the  message  made  a  public  slateraent  of  matters,  whicb, 
less  officially,  were  pressed  upon  Congress  by  Cabinet  Ministers,  while  it  was  a 
feet  that  no  regnlar  channel  of  neceSMTy  legislative  initiative  was  possessed  by 
the  President,  he,  nevertheless,  did  inltiale  a  large  proportion  of,  sometimes  the 
leading,  legislation  of  his  administration.  He  had  also  a  certain  amount  of  in- 
flnencein  preyentinR  legislation  that  was  disustpful  n  him,  or  even  in  shaping 
and  amending  bills  in  Congress,  by  Intimating  unofficially  bis  disapproval  and 
possible  veto.— Page  i55,  el  iff. 
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CHAPTER  XXXIV. 

VESTING  THE  JUDICIAL  POWER. 

ArticlH  III. 

Rbferences. 

The  following  special  references  will  be  found  usefn] :  The 
writings  of  John  Marshall,  etc.  (A  compilation  of  bis  great  consti- 
tutional decisions  ;  Coxe,  Judicial  Power  and  Unamstilutiont^  Leg- 
islation; Constitutional  History  of  the  United  States  as  seen  in  the 
development  of  American  law.  A  course  of  lectures  before  the  Politi- 
cal Science  Association  of  the  University  of  Michigan  (Thomas  M. 
Cooley,  Henry  Hitchcock,  George  W.  Biddle,  Charles  A,  Kent,  and 
Daniel  H.  Chamberlain);  Stevens,  Sourcesofthe  Constilution,  Chap- 
ter VII. 

525.     The  Period  of  the  Confederation. — The  ninth 

of  the  Articles  of  Confederation  made  Congress  the  court 
of  last  resort  on  appeal  in  all  disputes  and  differences  between 
two  or  more  States  concerning  boundary,  jurisdiction,  or 
any  other  cause  whatever.  The  same  article  also  gave  Con- 
gress authority  to  establish  courts  for  the  trial  of  piracies 
and  felonies  committed  on  the  high  seas,  and  courts  for 
reviewing  and  determining  finally  all  cases  of  captures. 
Congress  acted  in  the  first  capacity  on  oneormoreoccasions, 
and  also  orgauized  courts  such  as  the  second  provision 
called  for.  But  neither  Congress  nor  these  courts  had  the 
power  to  execute  their  judicial  judgments  when  they  were 
questioned.  The  State  courts  even  construed  the  Articles 
of  Confederation.  Evils  both  numerous  and  serious  resulted 
from  this  state  of  things.  Hence  it  was  natural  that  all  the 
plans  of  government  laid  before  the  Convention  proposed  a 
Judicial  department  of  equal  rank  and  dignity  with  the  Leg- 
islative and  Executive  departments.' 
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Section  I. — The  judicial  power  of  the TInited  Stales  shall  be  vested 
in  one  Supreme  Court,  and  in  such  inferior  courts  as  the  Congress 
may  from  time  to  time  ordain  and  establish.     The  judges,  both  of 
the  Supreme  and  inferior  courts,  shall  hold  their  ofGces  diir 
behavior,  and  shall,  at  stated  times,  receive  for  their  st 
pensation  which  shall  not  be  diminished  during  their  continuance  in 

526.  Judiciary  Act  of  1789 — The  Conatitntion  itself 
created  the  Judicial  departmen  t  of  the  Government.  It  said 
there  should  be  one  Supreme  Court,  and  defined  its  juris- 
diction. But  the  creation  of  inferior  courts,  and  all  matters 
of  detail  in  regard  to  the  Supreme  Court,  it  left  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  Congress.  Congress  gave  these  provisions  effect 
by  enacting  the  Judiciary  Act,  approved  by  President  Wash- 
ington September  24,  1789.  This  act  has  undergone  minor 
changes,  but  in  its  essential  features  it  still  stands,  a  monu- 
ment to  the  genius  of  Oliver  Ellsworth,  of  Connecticut,  after- 
wards Chief  Justice,  who  drew  the  bill,  and  to  the  first  Con- 
gress. 

527.  Provisions  of  the  Judiciary  Act.  —  This  act 
provided  that  the  Supreme  Court  should  consist  of  five 
Associate  Justices  in  addition  to  the  Chief  Justice,  and  that 
it  should  hold  two  sessions  annually  at  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment. It  provided  for  District  Courts  to  be  held  by  District 
Judges,  to  sic  four  times  a  year,  each  district  to  consist  of  a 
State  or  some  defined  portion  of  a  State.  It  also  created 
three  Circuit  Courts,  each  one  to  sit  twice  a  year  in  each  of 
the  several  districts  composing  it,  and  to  consist,  when  fully 
organized,  of  two  Justices  of  tlie  Supreme  Court  and  of  the 
District  Judge  for  the  district  where  the  court  sat.  It  also 
created  the  office  of  Attorney- General,  and  provided  for  a 
marshal  in  every  judicial  district. 

1528.  Present  Organization  of  the  Original  Courts. 
— At  first  the  Supreme  Court  consisted  of  the  Chief  Justice 
and  five  Associate  Justices  ;  in  1807  the  number  of  Associ- 
ates was  increased  to  six  ;  in  1837  to  eight ;  in  1863  to  nine  ; 
in  1866  Congress  enacted  that  no  more  vacancies  should  be 
filled  until  the  number  was  reduced  lo  six  ;  and  then,  in 
^  ■ 
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1869,  the  number  was  made  eight  again.  The  Court  holds 
one  regular  session  a  year  at  Washington,  beginning  the 
second  Monday  of  October. 

The  admission  of  new  States,  the  growth  of  population, 
and  the  consequent  increase  of  business  has  multiplied  the 
number  of  District  Courts  until  there  are  now  seventy-two. 
The  times  and  places  of  holding  these  courts  are  regulated 
by  law.     The  rule  is  two  terms  a  year  in  every  district. 

At  first  there  were  110  Circuit  Judges  so  called  ;  the  Cir 
cuit  Courts  were  held  by  the  Supreme  and  District  Judges. 
Congress  in  iSoi  created  sixteen  Circuit  Judgeships,  but 
the  next  year  repealed  the  act  and  legislated  the  j  udges  out 
of  office.  In  i36g  Congress  created  nine  Circuit  Judge- 
ships, one  each  for  the  nine  circuits,  and  in  1891  as  many 
more;  one  additional  judge  has  also  been  provided  the 
second,  seventh,  and  eighth  circuits  respectively,  thus 
making  twenty-one  in  all.  The  Circnit  Courts  are  held 
in  the  several  districts  of  the  several  circuits  by  the 
Circuit  Justice,  as  the  Supreme  Justice  assigned  to  the  cir- 
ctiit  is  called,  or  by  a  Circuit  Judge,  or  by  the  District 
Judge  of  the  district,  sitting  alone,  or  by  any  two  of  the 
said  j  udges  sitting  together.  The  Circuit  Justice  must  visit 
each  district  in  his  circuit  at  least  once  in  two  years.  The 
sessions  of  these  courts  are  held  at  stated  times  fixed  by 
law,  and  at  special  times  fixed  by  the  judges.  There  must 
be  at  least  one  session  in  each  district  each  year, 

529.  The  Circuits,  Etc.— First  Circuit,  four  districts  and  four  Dis- 
trict Judges,  consists  of  Maine,  Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire,  and 
Rhode  Island.  The  Second  Circuit,  five  districts  and  five  judges,  of 
iticut,  New  York,  and  Vermont.  The  Third  Circuit,  four  dis- 
tricts and  four  judges,  of  Delaware,  New  Jersey,  and  Pennsylvania. 
The  Fourth  Circuit,  eight  districts  and  seven  judges,  of  Maryland, 
North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Virginia,  and  West  Virginia.  The 
Fifth  Circuit,  fourteen  districts  and  twelve  judges,  of  Alabama,  Flor- 
ida, Georgia,  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  and  Texas.  The  Sixth  Cir- 
cuit, ten  districts  and  eight  judges,  of  Kentucky,  Michigan,  Ohio, 
and  Tennessee.  The  Seventh  Circuit,  five  districts  and  five  judges, 
of  IlJiaois,  Indiana,  and  Wisconsiu.  The  Eighth  Circuit,  thirteen 
distncta  and  thirteen  judges,  of  Arkansas,  Colorado,  Iowa,  Kansas, 
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Minnesota,  Missouri.  Nebraska,  Nortli  Dakota,  South  Dakota,  aud 
Wyoming.  Tbe  Ninth  Circuit,  eight  districts  aud  eight  judges,  of 
California,  I'iaho,  Montana,  Nevada,  Oregon,  Washington  and  Utah. 
There  are  9  circuits,  21  Circuit  Judges,  72  districts,  and  67  Dis- 
trict Judges.  Each  district  has  also  its  own  district-attorney,  clerk, 
and  marshal. 

530.  Judge's  Tenure  of  Office. — This  is  during  good 
behavior.  There  is  no  legal  way  of  ousting  a  j'udge  but  by 
conviction  of  impeachment,  and  hence  no  other  way  of 
showing  that  his  behavior  is  bad.  If  a  judge  becomes 
mentally  tucompetent  to  perform  his  duties,  he  can  be 
removed  from  the  bench  only  in  that  way. 

Nothing  is  more  essential  to  a  judicial  system  than  the 
independence  of  the  judges.  The  United  States  judges  are 
rendered  independent  of  the  people  by  vesting  their  appoint- 
ments in  the  President  and  Senate,  and  independent  of  the 
appointing  power  by  making  the  tenure  good  behavior.  If 
they  were  elected,  they  might  court  popular  favor  to  secure 
re-elections  ;  if  they  were  appointed  for  limited  terms,  as 
four  or  six  years,  they  might  court  tire  President  and  the 
Senate  to  secure  reappointments  on  the  expiration  of  their 
terms.  The  Constitution  gives  the  President  and  tbe  Vice- 
President,  Senators  and  Representatives  fixed  terms;  but 
these  all  have  political  power,  which  is  far  more  liable  to 
abuse  than  judicial  power. 

531.  Compensation  of  the  Judges. — This  cannot  be 
diminished  during  their  continuance  in  office.  If  Congress 
could  diminish  it,  the  judges  would  be  dependent  on  that 
body   and  the  independence   of  the  Judiciary   would   be 

I  destroyed.  "The  Federalist  "  very  justly  observes  :  "In 
the  genera!  course  of  human  nature,  a  power  over  a  man's 
subsistence  amounts  to  a  power  over  his  will."  Congress 
may  reduce  the  salaries,  prospectively,  although  it  has 
never  done  so,  but  the  reduction  can  take  effect  only  on  the 
appointment  of  new  judges,  The  judges'  salaries,  how- 
ever, may  be  raised  after  their  appointment,  and  they  fre- 
quently have  been  raised.  The  President's  salary  can 
neither  be  increased  nor  diminished  during  bis  term  of 
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oflSce ;  but  there  is  no  reason  for  the  first  reftriction  in  the 
case  of  the  judges,  since  they  have  nothing  to  do  with  mak- 
ing laws  and  fixing  salaries,  as  the  President  has.  When 
the  Circuit  Judges  were  legislated  out  of  office  in  1802,  the 
constitutionality  of  the  act  was  denied,  and  it  is  held  now  by 
some  authorities  that  it  was  unconstitutional  to  refuse  them 
their  salaries. 

At  first,  the  Chief  Justice  received  a  salary  of  $4,000,  the  Associate 
Justices  of  13,500,  and  the  District  Judges  of  |i,ooo  to  |i,8oo.  Since 
1872  the  salaries  have  been  :  the  Chief  Justice,  $10,500 ;  the  Associ- 
ates, $  10,000 ;  the  Circuit  Judges,  $6,000.  The  District  Judges  now  re- 
ceive I5, 000.  An  act  approved  April  10, 1869,  provides  that  any  judge 
who  has  held  his  commission  ten  years,  and  attained  the  age  of 
seventy  years,  may  resign  his  office  and  continue  to  draw  his  salary 
during  life. 

The  members  of  the  Supreme  Court  divide  the  nine  Circuits 
among  themselves  according  to  their  convenience.  At  this  writing 
(June,  1896),  the  assignment  is  as  follows:  First  Circuit,  Mr.  Justice 
Gray  ;  Second  Circuit,  Mr.  Justice  Peckham ;  Third  Circuit,  Mr. 
Justice  Shiras ;  Fourth  Circuit,  Mr.  Chief  Justice  Fuller ;  Fifth  Cir- 
cuit, Mr.  Justice  White  ;  Sixth  Circuit,  Mr.  Justice  Harlan  ;  Seventh 
Circuit,  Mr.  Justice  Brown  ;  Eighth  Circuit,  Mr.  Justice  Brewer  ; 
Ninth  Circuit,  Mr.  Justice  Field. 


CHAPTER  XXXV. 

THE  EXTENT  OF  THE  JUDICIAL  POWER. 
Articlk  III. 
Section  2,  Clause  1.— The  judicial  power  shall  extend  to  all  cases 
in  law  and  equity  arising  under  tliis  Constitution,  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  and  treaties  made,  or  which  shall  be  made,  under  their 
authority  ;  to  all  cases  aSecting  ambassadors,  other  public  ministers, 
and  consuls  ;  to  all  cases  of  admiralty  and  uiaritime  jurisdiction; 
to  controversies  to  which  the  United  States  shall  be  a  parly ;  to  con- 
troversies between  two  or  more  States  ;  between  a  State  and  citizens 
of  another  State  ;  between  citizens  of  different  States  ;  between  citi- 
zens of  the  same  State  claimiuglands  under  grants  of  different  States; 
and  between  a  State,  or  the  citizens  thereof,  and  foreign  States,  citi- 
zens, or  subjects. 

532.  Cases. — A  case,  within  the  meaniag  of  the  Con- 
stitution, is  a  subject  on  which  the  jtidicial  power  is  capable 
of  acting,  and  which  has  been  submitted  to  it  in  a  man- 
ner required  by  law.  The  judicial  power  extends  to  such 
cases,  aud  to  nothing  else.  The  powers  of  the  National 
courts  are  very  great,  but  until  a  case  comes  before  them 
they  cannot  act  in  any  manner. 

Some  of  the  States  have  had  councils  of  revision,  consisting  ol 
the  superior  judges  and  other  ofEcers,  charged  with  reviewing  the 
enactments  of  the  Legislature  as  soon  as  passed,  and  setting  aside 
such  as  were  deemed  unconstitutional.  Such  a  proposition  was  made 
in  the  Federal  Convention,  but  the  judges  were  wisely  limited  to 
hearing  and  determining  cases, 

533.  Law  and  Equity. — The  judicial  power  extends 
to  all  case.s  in  law  aud  equity  arising,  etc.  This  language 
refers  to  the  different  modes  of  proceeding  in  the  courts  of 
common  law  and  the  courts  of  equity,  recognized  in  the 
English  system  of  jurisprudence. 

(J97) 
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In  vindicating  the  equity  jurisdiction  of  the  National  courts,  Mr. 
Hamilton  sajsiu  "The  Federalist"  :  "It  is  the  peculiar  province, 
for  instance,  of  a  court  of  equity  to  relieve  against  what  are  called 
hard  bargains.  These  are  contracts,  iu  which,  though  there  may 
have  been  no  direct  fraud  or  deceit,  sufficient  to  invalidate  them  in  a 
rt  of  law,  yet  there  may  have  been  some  undue  and  unconsciona- 
ble advantage  taken  of  the  necessities  or  misfortunes  of  one  of  the 
parlies,  which  a  court  of  equity  would  not  tolerate.  In  such  cases, 
where  foreigners  were  concerned  on  either  side,  it  would  be  impossi- 
ble for  the  Federal  judicatories  to  do  justice  without  an  equitable,  as 
well  as  a  legal,  jurisdiction.  Agreements  to  convey  lands  claimed 
imder  the  grants  of  different  States,  may  afford  another  example  of 
the  necessity  of  an  equitable  jurisdiction  in  the  Federal  courts."  ' 

534.  The  Constitution,  Laws,  and  Treaties. — The 

judicial  power  extends  to  all  cases  in  law  and  equity  arising 
under  the  Constitution,  laws,  and  treaties  of  the  United 
States.  This  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  judges  to  interpret 
and  to  construe  these  three  great  divisions  of  the  law.  The 
need  of  a  judiciary  having  this  wide  jurisdiction  is  obvious. 
Hamilton  wrote  in  "  The  Federalist,"  that  "  thirteen  inde- 
pendent courts  of  final  jurisdiction  over  the  same  causes 
[still  nioreforty-four]  arising  upon  the  same  laws,  is  a  hydra 
in  government  from  which  nothing  but  contradiction  and 
confusion  can  proceed." 

"The  judges  declare  the  law,  they  do  not  make  it,"  says  Chief 
Justice  Marshall ;  "  the  judicial  power  has  no  will  in  any  case.  Judi- 
cial power  as  contra-distinguished  from  the  power  of  the  law  has  no 
existence ;  courts  are  the  mere  instruments  of  the  law,  and  can  will 
nothing." 

535.  Classes  of  Cases. — The  judicial  power  extends 
to  the  following  subjects :  (i)  All  cases  in  law  and  equity 
arising  under  the  Constitution,  laws,  and  treaties  of  the 
United  States ;  (2)  Cases  affecting  public  miuisters  and  con- 
suls ;    (3)  Cases  of  admiralty  and  maritime  jurisprudence  ; 

(4)  Controversies  to  which  the  United  States  is  a  party  ; 

(5)  Controversies  between  two  or  more  States  ;  (6)  Contro- 
versies between  a  State  and  citizens  of  another  State  ;  {7) 
Coutroversies  between  citizens  of  different  States ;  (8)  Con- 
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troversies  between  citizens  of  the  same  State  claiming  lands 
under  grants  of  different  States  ;  (9}  Controversies  between  a 
State,  or  its  citizens,  and  foreign  states,  citizens,  or  subjects. 

Ministers  are  the  accredited  aeents  of  foreign  governments  to  our 
own,  and  the  extension  of  the  State  judicial  power  to  cases  affecting 
them  would  at  once  lead  to  Iron blesome  complications  ;  foreign  powers 
bold  the  United  States  responsible  for  the  treatment  of  their  repre- 
sentatives, not  the  States.  It  is  as  clear  that  the  Federal  courts 
should  have  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  admiralty,  or  maritime  juris- 
prudence, as  that  Congress  should  have  exclusive  power  to  legislate 
concerning  commerce.  The  United  States  could  not  with  either 
safety  or  dignity  become  a  party  to  a  suit  in  any  but  their  own  tribu- 
nals; while  the  same  tribunals,  free  from  local  jealousy  and  contention, 
and  conducted  in  a  national  spirit,  are  the  fittest  ones  in  the  world 
to  adjudicate  controversies  between  States,  between  citizens  of  differ- 
ent States,  between  citizens  of  the  same  State  claiming  lands  under 
grants  of  different  States,  and  between  a  State,  or  the  citizens  there- 
of, and  foreign  states,  citizens,  or  subjects. 

The  language,  "  to  all  cases  affecting  ambassadors,"  etc.,  has  been 
thesnbject  of  judicial  construction.  The  Supreme  Court  has  decided, 
for  example,  that  an  indictment  for  an  assault  upon  a  public  minister, 
is  not  such  a  case  within  the  meaning  of  the  Constitution.' 

536.  Chisholm  v,  Georgia. —  The  sixth  of  the  above 
provisions  extended  the  judicial  power  to  controversies  be- 
tween a  State  and  citizens  of  another  State  ;  while  the  ninth 
extended  it  to  controversies  between  States  and  foreign  citi- 
zens or  subjects.  It  seems  to  bave  been  assumed  while  the 
Constitution  was  in  course  of  ratification,  that  these  pro- 
visions related  only  to  suits  brought  by  the  States,  and  did 
not  authorize  suits  by  such  parties  against  them  ;  or,  at  the 
utmost,  that  the  States  should  not  be  made  defendents  in 
suits  against  their  will.  Soon,  however,  such  citizens  and 
subjects  began  to  bring  actions  against  States,  and  States 
began  to  take  alarm.  It  was  not  consonant  with  the  ideas 
then  current  that  States  should  be  brought  before  a  legal 
tribunal  by  a  private  individual,  whether  an  American  or  a 
foreigner.  The  sole  question  was  whether  such  suits  were 
authorized  by  the  Constitution.     This  question  was  brought 

1  The  n,  9.  V,  Ortega,  ii  Whentou  167, 
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to  an  issue  in  the  celebrated  case  of  Chisholm  v.  Georgia, 
decided  by  the  Supreme  Court  in  1793.'  Dehvering  the 
judgment  of  the  Court,  Chief  Justice  Jay  answered  the 
question  emphatically  in  the  affirmative.  This  decision, 
which  unfortunately  was  rendered  by  a  divided  Court,  at 
once  increased  the  alarm.  The  result  was  that  Congress 
proposed,  and  a  sufficient  number  of  States  ratified,  the  fol- 
lowing amendment,  which  took  effect  in  1798  : 

S37.  Amendment  XI.^The  judicial  power  of  the  United  States 
shall  not  be  construed  to  extend  to  any  suit  in  law  or  equity,  com- 
menced or  prosecuted  against  one  of  the  United  States,  hy  citizens  of 
another  Stale,  or  by  citizens  or  subjects  of  any  foreign  state. 

'■This  amendment  at  once  made  such  actions  as  that  of 
Chisholm  v.  Georgia  impossible.  A  State  may  still  be  sued 
by  another  State  or  by  a  foreign  state,  but  not  by  its  citi- 
zens or  subjects.  It  has  also  been  decided  that  the  prohibi- 
tion extends  to  the  citizens  of  a  State.  Thus,  in  Hans  i'. 
Louisiana  the  Supreme  Court  held  :  '  a  state  cannot,  without 
its  consent,  be  sued  in  a  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States 
by  one  of  its  citizens,  upon  a  suggestion  that  the  case  is 
one  that  arises  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. '  - 
It  is  a  common  principle  of  law  that  a  sovereign,  as  a  State 
of  the  American  Union  or  an  independent  power,  cannot  be 
made  a  defendant  in  a  lawsuit,  under  ordinary  conditions. 
The  assumption  is  that  such  State  or  power  will  do  what  is 
right  without  compulsion.  Still  it  should  be  added,  that 
such  sovereign  may,  by  an  act  of  its  legislature,  consent  to 
be  made  such  defendant,  and  States  have  sometimes  done 
so.  It  should  also  be  remarked  that  the  eleventh  Amend- 
ment did  not  interfere  with  the  right  of  the  States  to  use  the 
National  Courts  ;  whatever  rights  the  States  had  under  the 
original  Constitution  they  still  have." 


CHAPTER  XXXVI. 

THE  JURISDICTION  OF  THE  SEVERAL  COURTS, 
Article  III. 
Section  2,  Clause  2. —  In  all  cases  affecting  ambassadors,  other 
pnblic  ministers,  and  consuls,  and  those  in  which  a  State  shall  be  a 
party,  the  Supreme  Court  shall  have  original  jurisdictiou.  In  all 
tlie  other  cases  before  mentioned,  the  Supreme  Court  shall  have 
appellate  jurisdiction,  both  as  to  law  and  fact,  with  such  esceptiona 
and  under  such  regulations  as  the  Congress  shall  make. 

538.  Kinds  of  Jurisdiction. — A  court   has  original 

jurisdiction  of  a  case  when  the  case  may  begin  in  that  court; 
appellate  jurisdiction,  when  a  case  begun  in  some  lower 
court  may  be  brought  before  it  for  review  by  some  process 
provided  by  law,  as  by  appeal  and  writ  of  error.  A  court 
has  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  a  case  when  no  other  court  can 
take  cognizance  of  it,  or  administer  a  particular  remedy 
with  reference  to  it.  Two  or  more  courts  have  concurrent 
jurisdiction  of  a  case  when  it  may  be  tried  in  either  of  them 
at  the  will  of  the  suitor, 

539.  Original  Jurisdiction  of  the  Supreme  Court. 
— This  includes  cases  affecting  ambassadors,  other  public 
ministers,  and  consuls,  and  cases  to  which  a  State  is  a  party. 
The  Judiciary  Act  of  1789  gave  the  Court  a  wider  original 
jurisdiction  than  the  Constitution  had  conferred,  but  the 
Court  decided  in  1803  that  Congress  had  no  such  power, 
and  that  the  provision  was  unconstitutional.'  On  the  other 
hand.  Congress  has  divided  the  original  jurisdiction  of  the 
Supreme  Court  with  inferior  courts,  and  such  legislation 
the  Court  has  sustained.      Chief  Justice  Waite  discusses 
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the  subject  at  length  in  one  of  his  decisions,  and  reaches 
the  conclusion  that  it  rests  with  Congress  to  say  to  what 
extent  it  shall  grant  to  the  inferior  courts  jurisdiction  in 
cases  where  the  Constitution  vesta  original  jurisdiction  in 
the  Supreme  Court. '  The  substance  of  such  decisions  is, 
that  Congress  cannot  enlarge  the  original  jurisdiction  of 
the  Court,  but  may  divide  it  with  inferior  courts. 

540.  Appellate  Jurisdiction, — Subject  to  the  regula- 
tion of  Congress,  this  is  co-extensive,  both  as  to  law  and 
fact,  with  the  jurisdiction  of  the  inferior  National  courts 
and  with  the  State  courts  in  respect  to  Federal  questions. 
Appeals  or  writs  of  error  may  be  taken,  under  certain  pre- 
scribed limitations,  from  the  District  and  the  Circuit  Courts 
in  cases  involving  the  following  questions  :  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  court ;  prize  cases ;  capital  or  otherwise  infamous 
crimes ;  the  construction  or  appUcation  of  the  National  Con- 
stitution ;  the  constitutionality  of  a  law  of  Congress  or  the 
validity  or  construction  of  a  treaty,  and  the  conform  ability 
of  a  State  law  to  the  National  Constitution.  Appeals  also 
lie  to  the  Supreme  Court  from  the  Supreme  Courts  of  the 
Territories. 

The  Constitutioa  is  silent  concerning  appeals  to  the  Natioual 
courts  from  the  State  courts;  but  clause  2,  Article  VI.,  makes  the 
Coustilutiou  and  the  laws  of  the  United  States  enacted  in  pursuance 
thereof,  and  all  treaties  made  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States,  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  aiid  the  judges  iu  every  State 
are  bouad  thereby,  anything  in  the  constitutiou  or  laws  of  any  State 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  In  pursuance  of  this  clause,  Con- 
gress provided  iu  the  twenty  fifth  section  of  the  Judiciary  Act  for 
the  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  all  fiual  decisious  aud  decrees 
of  State  courts  infringing  upon  the  validity  of  the  National  Consti- 
tution, laws,  and  treaties.  Some  of  the  Slates,  and  notably  Virginia. 
denied  absolutely  that  the  Constitution  conferred  any  such  power, 
but  the  Supreme  Court  strongly  affirmed  it  in  one  decision  after  an- 
other, and  its  esisteuce  is  now  universally  admitted.  Congress  has 
also  provided  for  the  removal  from  the  State  courts  to  the  Natioual 
involving  questions  drawing  into  construction  the 
Constitution,  laws,  and  treaties   of  the   United  States.    Exercising 
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these  powers,  the  Supreme  court  has  set  aside  State  laws  as  nncon- 
Btitmioaal  far  more  frequently  tliaii  National  laws. 

541.  Circuit  Courts. — These  are  courts  of  both  civil 
and  criminal  jurisdiction.  In  civil  cases  they  have  orig- 
inal jurisdiction  in  cases  where  the  matter  in  dispute  ex- 
ceeds $2,000,  exclusive  of  costs,  in  copyright  cases,  in 
patent-right  cases,  and  in  many  others.  In  criminal  cases 
they  have  original  jurisdiction,  and  in  capital  cases  an 
exclusive  one.  Tlie  Circuit  Courts  have  no  appellate  juris- 
diction whatever. 

542.  Circuit  Courts  of  Appeals. — An  Act  approved 
March  3,  iSgE,  provided  for  the  appointment  of  an  addi- 
tional Circuit  Judge  in  each  circuit,  and  created  in  each 
circuit  a  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  to  consist  of  three  judges, 
of  whom  two  constitute  a  quorum.  The  Justices  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  the  Circuit  Judges,  aud  the  several  District 
Judges  are  competent  to  sit  as  judges  of  this  Court  within 
their  respective  circuits  ;  the  District  Judges  to  sit,  how- 
ever, only  in  the  case  of  the  absence  of  the  Justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court  assigned  to  the  circuit,  or  one  or  both  of 
tlie  Circuit  Judges.  These  Courts  hold  a  term  once  a  year 
in  the  several  circuits,  in  certain  designated  places:  In 
the  first  circuit,  Boston  ;  in  the  second,  New  York  ;  in  the 
third,  Philadelphia ;  in  the  fourth,  Richmond  ;  in  the  fifth, 
New  Orleans ;  in  the  sixth,  Cincinnati ;  in  the  seventh, 
Chicago;  in  the  eighth.  Saint  Louis;  in  the  ninth,  San 
Francisco,  and  in  such  other  places  in  the  several  circuits 
as  the  law  may  from  time  to  time  designate. 

As  the  name  implies,  these  are  exclusively  courts  of 
appeals.  They  can  review,  on  appeal  or  writ  of  error,  the 
final  decisions  of  the  District  and  Circuit  Courts  in  all  cases 
other  than  those  that  are  directly  reviewable  by  the  Su- 
preme Court,  and  their  decisions  are  in  many  instances  final, 
as  in  patent,  revenue,  criminal,  and  admiralty  cases. 
These  courts  were  organized  to  relieve  the  Supreme  Court 
of  a  part  of  its  overgrown  business. 
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543.  Diatrict  Courts. — The  District  Courts  have  a 
limited  range  of  jurisdiction  in  civil  cases,  and  especially 
in  cases  iu  admiralty.  They  have  also  jurisdiction  of 
many  crimes  and  offenses  under  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  committed  within  their  several  districts  or  upon  the 
high  seas. 

544.  Court  of  Claims. — No  sovereign  state  can  be 
sued  without  its  own  permission.  If  it  could  be  sued  in 
the  tribunals  of  another  state,  it  would  not  be  sovereign  ; 
and  if  in  its  own  tribunals,  that  would  be  an  implication 
that  it  was  unwilling  to  do  justice  without  coercion.  For- 
merly, persons  having  claims  against  the  United  States  that 
they  could  not  adjust  through  the  Exective  Departments 
had  no  redress  but  to  petition  Congress  for  relief.  This 
method  caused  much  delay  and  inj  ustice,  as  well  as  imposed 
burdensome  duties  upon  Senators  and  Representatives  in 
investigating  cases.  So  Congress,  in  [855,  created  the 
Court  of  Claims  to  adjudicate  certain  classes  of  claims 
against  the  United  States.  Since  then,  however,  Congress 
has  given  a  limited  jurisdiction  over  such  cases  to  the  Dis- 
trict and  Circuit  Courts.  In  both  instances,  however,  Con- 
gress must  appropriate  money  to  pay  tlie  judgments. 
The  Court  of  Claims  consists  of  a  Chief  Justice  and  four 
Judges. 

545.  Courts  of  the  Federal  District  and  the  Terri- 
tories.—  The  judicial  power  as  dealt  with  in  the  Constitu- 
tion directly  relates  only  to  the  States,  But  it  was  plainly 
necessary  for  Congress  to  provide  courts  for  the  District 
of  Columbia  and  tlie  Territories,  and  power  to  do  so  was 
indirectly  conveyed  by  the  constitutional  provisions  in 
relation  to  those  subjects.  The  Supreme  Court  of  the  Dis- 
trict consists  of  a  chief  justice  and  five  associate  justices, 
anyone  of  whom  may  hold  court  with  powers  similar  to 
those  that  are  exercised  by  the  j  udges  of  the  District  Courts 
generally.  The  Territorial  system  is  similar  to  this.  Both 
the  District  and  the  Territorial  judges  are  appointed  by  the 
President,  subject  to  the  confirmation  of  the  Senate,  the 
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first  for  good  behavior,  the  second  commonly  for  four  years, 
and  they  are  alike  paid  from  the  National  Treasury. 

546.  Concurrent  Jurisdiction  of  State  and  National  Courts.— 
The  Constitution  does  not  in  terms,  or  by  necessary  implication,  ex- 
clude the  State  courts  from  the  judicial  jurisdiction  that  it  bounds, 
save  in  the  cases  of  ministers  and  consuls  and  in  cases  to  which  a 
State  is  a  party.  Save  in  these  particulars,  the  whole  subject  was 
left  to  the  discretion  of  Congress.  Congress  has  given  the  National 
courts  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  certain  classes  of  cases,  such  as  in 
patent  rights  and  admiralty,  but  within  certain  limits  it  grants  to  the 
State  courts  a  civil  jurisdiction  concurrent  with  that  of  the  National 
courts.  This  is  permitted  and  not  vested  ;  for  the  Supreme  Court  has 
decided  that  **  Congress  cannot  vest  any  portion  of  the  judicial  power 
of  the  United  States,  except  in  courts  ordained  and  established  by 
itself"  In  a  large  range  of  legal  business,  therefore,  the  suitor  may 
appeal  to  the  State  or  the  National  courts,  as  he  sees  fit ;  the  ultimate 
authority,  of  course,  residing  in  the  latter.  Some  offenses  against 
the  National  laws  may  be  prosecuted  in  the  State  courts,  as  those 
against  the  postal  laws. 


CHAPTKR  XXXVII. 

TRIAL  BY  JURY. 
Article  III. — Amendments. 

Section  a,  Clause  3. — Tlie  trial  of  all  crimes,  except  ii 
impeacbmeut,  shall  lie  by  jury  ;  and  such  trial  shall  be  Leldin  the 
State  where  the  said  crimes  aliall  have  beeu  committed ;  but  when 
mmitted  wilhia  auy  State,  the  trial  shall  be  at  such  place  ot 
places  a3  the  Congress  may  by  law  have  directed. 

Amendment  V.^No  person  shall  be  held  to  answer  for  a  capital, 
or  otherwise  infamous  crime,  unless  on  a  preseulmeut  or  indictment 
of  a  grand  jury,  except  in  cases  arlsiug  in  the  land  or  naval  forces,  or 
'  11  time  of  war  or  public  danger  ; 
nor  shall  any  person  be  subject  for  the  same  offense  lobe  twice  put  in 
jeopardy  of  life  or  limb  ;  nor  shall  be  compelled  in  any  criminal  case 
to  be  a  wituess  against  himself,  nor  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty,  or 
property  without  due  process  of  law ;  nor  shall  private  property  be 
taken  for  public  use  without  just  compensation. 

Amendment  VI.— In  all  criminal  prosecutions,  the  accused  shall 
enjoy  the  right  to  a  speedy  and  public  trial,  by  an  impartial  jury  of 
the  State  and  district  wherein  the  crime  shall  have  been  committed, 
which  district  shall  have  been  previously  ascertained  by  law,  aad  to 
be  informed  of  the  nature  and  cause  of  the  accusation ;  to  be  con- 
fronted with  the  witnesses  against  him  ;  to  have  compulsory  process 
for  obtaining  wituesses  in  bis  favor,  and  to  have  Che  assistance  of 
counsel  for  liis  defense. 

Amendment  VII. — In  suits  at  common  law,  where  the  value  in 
controversy  shall  exceed  twenty  dollars,  the  right  of  trial  by  jury 
shall  be  preserved,  and  uo  fact  tried  bya  jury  shall  l)e  other  wisi 
einmined  in  any  court  of  the  United  States,  than  according  to  the 
rules  of  the  I 

Amendment  VIII. — Excessive  bail  shall   not  be  required,    nor 
:s  imposed,  nor  cruel  and  unusual  punishments  inflicted. 

Amendment  XIV.,  Section  i.— No  State  shall  make  or  enforceaoy 
law  which  shall  abridge  the  privilege!  or  immunities  of  citiiens  of  the 

(3°4) 
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United  States  ;  noratiKUaiijStKii:  dt[  dve  anypcTsoD  of  life,  libettj, 
or  property,  without  iae  process  of  law  ;  nor  deny  to  any  person 
witbin  its  jurisdiclion  the  equal  protection  of  the  laws. 

547.  Trial  by  Jury. — Trial  by  jury,  especially  in 
criminal  cases,  has  for  centuries  been  one  of  the  most  jeal- 
ously guarded  rights  of  the  English-speaking  people. 
Magna  Charta,  granted  by  King  John  in  1215,  declared: 
"  No  freeman  shall  be  taken,  or  imprisoned,  disseized,  or 
outlawed,  or  banished,  or  any  way  injured  ;  nor  will  we 
pass  upon,  nor  send  upon  him,  unless  by  the  legal  judg- 
ment of  his  peers,  or  by  the  law  of  the  land."  This  means 
that  no  man  should  be  condemned  in  any  of  the  king's 
courts,  unless  first  tried  by  his  peers.  In  England  trial  by 
one's  peers  means  trial  by  his  equals,  as  a  peer  by  peers  ; 
in  the  United  States  it  means  a  trial  by  an  impartial  jury. 
In  the  National  courts,  the  right  of  trial  by  j  ury  is  preserved 
in  all  criminal  cases,  and  in  all  civil  cases  when  the  amount 
in  controversy  is  more  than  twenty  dollars.  A  trial  jury 
consists  of  twelve  men,  and  a  verdict  requires  unanimity. 
Impeachment  has  been  discussed  in  another  place. 

548.  Place  of  Trial. — To  save  trouble  and  expense 
to  both  the  defendant  and  the  prosecution,  it  is  provided 
that  criminal  cases  must  be  tried  in  the  State  and  judicial 
district  where  the  crime  is  committed.  There  the  wit- 
nesses are  likely  to  be  found.  The  original  rule  required 
the  holding  of  a  court  having  criminal  jurisdiction  in  every 
State,  and  suggested  the  State  as  the  territorial  unit  of  the 
District  Courts.  Amendment  VI.  makes  the  place  of  trial 
still  more  definite  ;  it  must  be  within  a  judicial  district  pre- 
viously determined  by  law.  Crimes  committed  in  the 
District  of  Columbia  are  tried  in  that  District ;  crimes 
committed  in  the  Territories,  in  the  Territories  where  they 
are  committed.  The  rule  governing  other  crimes  the  law 
thus  defines  :  "The  trial  of  all  offenses  committed  upon 
the  high  seas  or  elsewhere,  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  any 
particular  State  or  district,  shall  be  in  the  district  where 
the  ofiTender  is  found,  or  into  which  he  is  first  brought." 


I 


308  THE  AMERICAN  GOVERNMENT. 

549.  Right  to  a  Speedy  Trial,  Etc. — ^lu  former  times 
the  postponement  or  denial  of  trial  in  criminal  cases  was  a 
great  abnse.  Innocent  mea  were  often  imprisoned,  and 
then  denied  an  opportunity  to  vindicate  themselves.  Their 
trials  were  often  secret,  and  at  a  distance  from  the  pris- 
oner's residence,  thus  cutting  him  off  from  the  public 
knowledge  and  the  sympathy  of  his  friends.  Such  abuses 
of  power  are  precluded  by  the  above  provisions. 

550.  The  Grand  Jury. — There  are  two  Junes  known 
to  the  law,  the  grand  jury  and  the  petit  jury.  The  first 
indicts  the  accused,  the  secoud  tries  him.  A  grand  jury 
consists  of  auy  number  of  men,  from  fifteen  to  twenty-three. 
On  the  empaneling  of  a  graud  jury,  the  judge  charges  it  to 
inquire  iuto  all  ofienses  against  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  committed  in  the  district,  and  to  report  its  findings. 
It  sits  in  secret,  and  twelve  members  must  concur  in  any 
presentment  or  indictment  that  it  finds.  It  must  first  decide 
that  a  crime  has  beeu  committed,  and  then  that  there  is  or 
is  not  sufficient  testimony  against  the  accused  to  justify  a 
formal  trial.  Manifestly,  this  deliberate  mode  of  procedure 
applied  to  cases  arising  in  the  army  and  navy  in  times  of 
war  and  public  danger,  would  be  destructive  of  military  dis- 
cipline, and  so  the  Constitution  here  leaves  the  way  open 
for  the  more  summary  processes  of  military  courts. 

551.  Presentment  and  Indictment. — A  presentment 
is  au  accusation  by  a  grand  jury  charging  an  offense 
based  upon  their  own  knowledge,  or  upon  evidence  before 
them,  and  is  not  made  at  the  suit  of  the  Government.  An 
indictment  is  formally  drawn  up  by  a  prosecuting  officer  of 
the  Government  and  laid  before  the  jury  with  the  evidence. 
If  the  members  of  the  jury  think  the  evidence  such  as  to 
warrant  a  prosecution  of  the  case,  they  endorse  on  the  back 
of  the  paper  "a  true  bill,"  or  "found";  but  if  they  think 
the  accusation  groundless,  they  throw  the  bill  out,  or  en- 
dorse it  "not  a  true  bill,"  or  "not  found."  If  the  jury 
presents  a  person,  he  must  then  be  regularly  indicted  be- 
fore he  can  be  put  on  trial.     If  a.  bill  is  not  found,  the 
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accused  goes  free,  but  he  may  be  indicted  by  a  second  grand 
jury. 

552.  Jeopardy  of  Life  or  Limb. — This  is  a  common- 
law  phrase  meaning  put  on  trial  for  some  crimiiial  offense. 
A  person  once  tried  for  an  offense  and  acquitted,  cannot  be 
put  on  trial  for  the  same  offense  the  second  time.  This  is 
one  of  the  great  bulwarks  of  personal  liberty.  Without  it, 
the  Government  might  subject  the  citizen  or  subject  to  con- 
stant persecution,  or  a  man's  enemies  might  snbject  him  to 
constant  annoyance. 

553.  No  Man  Compelled  to  be  a  Witness  Against 
Himself. — This  is  also  one  of  the  great  legal  bulwarks  of 
English  liberty.  In  former  times,  it  was  common  to  con- 
vict criminals,  and  especially  slaves  or  other  despicable 
persons,  on  their  own  testimony,  extorted  by  some  brutal 
mode  of  examination.  Men  were  racked,  or  otherwise  put 
to  the  torture,  and  confession  was  thus  forced  from  them. 
In  justification  of  this  method,  it  was  held  that  a  man  con- 
scious of  guilt  would  make  a  plain  confession.  "  As  if," 
says  Justice  Story,  "a  man's  innocence  were  to  be  tried  by 
the  hardness  of  his  constitution,  and  his  guilt  by  the  sensi- 
bility of  his  nerves."  In  some  countries  accused  persons 
are  still  compelled  to  give  evidence  against  themselves. 

554.  Taking  Private  Property  for  Public  Use. — 
The  justice  of  the  rule  in  regard  to  this  subject  is  too 
obvious  for  extended  remarks.  If  the  Government  wants 
land  for  a  custom  house  or  an  arsenal,  it  can  have  it ;  what 
is  called  enimeut  domain,  or  the  right  of  the  public  to  use 
private  property  for  public  use,  gives  it  power  to  take  it; 
but  it  must  pay  a  just  compensation.  If  the  Government 
and  the  owner  of  the  property  cannot  agree  upon  a  price, 
the  Government  condemns  the  land,  and  a  jury  is  empan- 
neled  to  assess  the  damages. 

555.  The  Common  Law. — The  Common  Lawof  England  consists 
of  the  old  legal  customs  of  the  country.  It  is  cilled  the  unwritten 
law  {lex  non  scripta)  iu  contra-distinct  ion  to  the  statute  or  written 
law  (lex  scripia).     The  common  law  origiuated  iu  the  decisions  of 
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SngliBh  Colonies  at  tlieir  planling,  and  ia  now  in  force  in  all  orthe 
States  save  where  il  has  been  modified  or  set  aside  by  legislation. 
The  expresBion  "suits  at  common  law"  is  used  in  oppositii 
suits  in  equity  or  in  maritime  jurisdiction.  When  any  fact  once 
tried  by  a  jury  is  re-CKarained  in  any  court  of  the  United  States,  the 
rules  of  the  common  law  shall  be  observed.  Re-examiuatiou  meaus 
a  new  trial.  The  court  that  tried  the  case  may  grant  such  trial,  or 
the  case  may  be  carried  to  a  higher  court  on  a  writ  of  error  or  by  an 
appeal.  A  writ  of  error  removes  the  cause  for  re-eiamiuatiou  as  re- 
spects the  law,  but  not  the  fact;  aa  appeal  removes  it  for  examina- 
tion in  both  pai-ticulats.    The  commou  Uw  iii  uuknowu  in  Louisiana. 

5S6.  Due  Process  of  Law. — Amendment  V.  assumes 
such  process  in  respect  to  the  National  judiciary  ;  Amend- 
ment XIV.  imposes  it  upon  all  the  States,  and  besides  the 
same  rule  is  found  in  the  State  constitutions.  The  Su- 
preme Court  has  said  it  "is  intended  as  an  additional 
security  against  the  arbitrary  spoliatiou  of  property." 

The  words  "due  process"  are  incapable  of  close  definition.  They 
mean,  according  to  the  Supreme  Court,  a  process  "  wliicb,  following 
the  forms  of  law,  is  appropriate  to  the  case,  and  just  to  the  parties  to 
be  affected,  .  .  The  clause  in  question  means,  therefore,  that  there 
can  be  no  proceeding  against  life,  liberty,  or  property  which  may 
result  in  the  deprivation  of  either,  without  the  observance  of  those 
rules  established  iu  our  system  of  jurisprudeuce  for  the  security  of 
private  rights." '  Judge  Cooley  says  "life,  liberty,  and  property  are 
representative  terms,  and  are  intended,  and  must  be  understood  to 
cover  every  right  to  which  a  member  of  the  body  politic  is  entitled 
under  the  law.'" 

557-  Amendment  VIII, — This  article  is  copied  from 
the  English  BiU  of  Rights  of  1688.  Its  provisions  were 
incorporated  in  that  celebrated  document  to  protect  the  citi- 
zen against  the  oppression  of  government,  and  they  were 
made  a  part  of  the  American  Bill  of  Rights  for  the  same 
reason. 

558.  Limitations  of  the  Foregoing  ProvisioDB.— With  a  single 
exception,  all  the  constitutional  provisions  treated  in  this  chapter 
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relate  exclusively  to  the  courts  of  the  United  States.  Whether,  under 
State  laws,  capital  crimes  shall  be  tried  by  juries,  whether  an  accused 
person  shall  be  twice  put  in  jeopardy  of  life  or  limb,  whether  bail 
shall  be  excessive  or  punishments  cruel  or  unusual, — it  is  for  the 
States  to  say.  The  single  exception  is  the  clause  quoted  from  the 
Fourteenth  Amendment.  This  is  the  only  instance  in  which  the 
National  Constitution  has  attempted  directly  to  regulate  the  State 
judiciaries.  The  State  constitutions,  however,  contain  similar  limita- 
tions upon  State  judicial  power. 


CHAPTER  XXXVIII. 


Article  III. 

559.  The  Crime  of  Treason, — Treason  aims  at  the 
overthrow  of  tlie  established  governmeiit.  It  tends  to 
unsettle  and  destroy  the  very  foundations  of  civil  society. 
It  is  a  crime  of  which  only  a  person  owing  allegiance  to  a 
government  can  be  guilty.  A  man  cannot  be  a  traitor  to  a 
foreign  country,  unless  he  enlists  in  its  army  or  becomes 
naturalized.  Hence  treason  is  regarded  as  the  highest  of 
crimes,  and  a.  traitor  as  the  most  odious  of  criminals. 

TUe  common  law  of  England  recognizes  two  kinds  of  treason.  It 
is  petit  treason  for  a  wife  to  kilL  her  husband,  or  for  a  servant  to  kill 
his  master;  but  high  treason  relntea  to  the  state,  and  includes 
attempting  the  life  of  the  sovereign  as  well  as  waging  war  against 

560.  Abuses    of   the     Punishment    of   Treason. — 

Tyrannical  governments  have  taken  advantage  of  the  uni- 
versal sentiment  against  treason  to  accomplish  their  own 
selfish  purposes.  In  England,  for  example,  the  common 
law  contained  no  definition  of  treason,  and  left  large  dis- 
cretion to  the  courts  to  declare  what  acts  were  treasonable. 
The  judges,  who  held  their  offices  at  the  favor  of  the 
Crown,  sometimes  proved  themselves  only  too  ready  to 
serve  the  power  upon  which  they  were  dependent.  They 
invented  constructive  treasons  ;  that  is,  hy  arbitrary  con- 
struction of  the  law  and  by  distorting  facts,  they  made 
treason  of  offenses  that  were  not  so  in  reality.  To  put  an 
end  to  such  abuses  required  the  vigorous  interposition  of 
(3ra) 
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Parliament,  as  well  as  the  loud  remonstrancesof  the  people. 
Nor  is  it  iu  monarchies  alone  that  tlie  power  inherent  in 
society  to  punish  treason  has  beeu  abused.  In  the  words 
of  "  The  Federalist,"  "New-fangled  and  artificial  treasons 
have  been  the  great  engines  by  which  violent  factions, 
the  natural  offspring  of  free  governments,  have  usually 
worked  their  alternate  malignity  on  each  other."'  To 
guard  against  such  evils,  the  Convention  inserted  a  defi- 
nition of  treason  in  the  Constitution,  and  defined  the  mode 
of  its  proof,  leaving  nothing  on  either  point  to  the  discretion 
of  either  Congress  or  the  Courts. 

Section  3,  Clause  i.— Treason  against  the  Uuited  States  shall  coO' 
sist  ouly  in  levying  var  against  them,  or  in  adhering  to  their  ene- 
micB,  giviug  tbciii  aid  and  comfort.  No  person  shall  he  convicted  of 
treason  uuless  on  tlie  testimony  of  two  witnesses  to  the  same  overt 
act,  or  on  coufessiott  in  open  court 

561.  Levying  War. — To  levy  war  is  to  make  war,  an 
overt  act,  C.-J.  Marshall  has  said:  "War  must  be  act- 
ually levied  against  the  United  States.  However  flagitious 
may  be  the  crime  of  conspiriug  to  subvert  by  force  the  gov- 
ernment of  our  country,  such  conspiracy  is  not  treason. 
To  conspire  to  levy  war,  and  actually  to  levy  war,  are  dis- 
tinct offenses.  ...  If  a  body  of  men  be  actually  as- 
sembled for  the  purpose  of  affecting  by  force  a  treasonable 
purpose,  all  those  who  perform  any  part,  however  minute, 
or  however  remote  from  the  scene  of  action,  and  who  are 
actually  leagued  in  the  general  conspiracy,  are  to  be  con- 
sidered as  traitors.  But  there  must  be  an  actual  assem- 
bling of  men  for  the  treasonable  purpose  to  constitute  a 
levying  of  war."- 

562.  Giving  an  Enemy  Aid  and  Comfort. ^ — The 
second  form  of  treason  is  not  so  easily  defined.  Aid  and 
comfort  may  be  given  to  an  enemy  in  many  different  ways. 
However,  for  a  citizen  to  sell  the  enemy  of  his  country 
provisions,  cannon,  horses,  ships,  etc.,  to  be  used  in  the 
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prosecution  of  war  against  it,  or  to  render  such  euemy  per- 
sonal assistance,  would  be  treason. 

563.  Modes  of  Conviction.— Here  fear  of  the  abuse 
of  power  is  seen  again.  In  the  first  mode  of  conviction  two 
witnesses  to  the  same  overt  act  are  essential.  The  clause 
also  guards  the  accused  against  the  consequences  of  his  own 
confession,  real  or  alleged  ;  only  confession  in  open  court, 
that  is,  public  confes-sion  when  he  is  on  trial,  will  be  ac- 
cepted as  a  basis  of  conviction. 

Oil  the  last  point  Justice  Storj  may  be  quoted ;  "  It  has  been  well 
remarked  that  confessious  are  tbe  weakest  and  most  suspicious  of 
all  testimony  1  ever  liable  to  be  obtaiued  by  artifice,  Talse  hopes, 
promises  of  favor,  or  tneuaces  ;  seldom  remembered  accurately,  or 
reported  with  due  precision  ;  and  iueapaWe  in  their  uature  of  being 
disproved  by  other  negative  evidence.  To  which  it  may  be  added, 
that  it  is  easy  to  be  forged,  and  the  most  diffieuU  to  guard  against." ' 

Section  3,  Clause  2. — Tlie  Congress  shall  have  power  to  declare 
the  punishment  of  treasou,  but  no  attainder  of  treason  shall  work 
corruption  of  blood,  or  forfeiture,  except  during  the  life  of  the  person 
attainted. 

564.  The  Punishment  Declared.— In  1790  Congress 
enacted  that  treason  should  be  punished  with  death  by 
hanging.  In  1862  it  enaizted  two  modes  of  punishment,  at 
the  discretion  of  the  court :  the  traitor  should  suffer  death 
and  his  slaves  be  made  free  ;  or  he  should  be  imprisoned 
not  less  than  five  years,  be  fined  not  less  than  ^^10,000,  and 
his  slaves  be  made  free,  the  fine  to  be  levied  on  any  prop- 
erty, real  or  personal,  except  slaves,  that  he  might  possess. 
In  the  second  case  the  criminal  should  also  be  forever  in- 
capable of  holding  office  ticder  the  United  States.  At 
present  the  punishment  is  death,  or,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
court,  imprisonment  at  hard  labor  for  five  years  and  a  fine 
of  not  less  than  $10,000,  with  the  same  disqualification  as 
to  holding  ofBce.  Without  this  clause,  Congress  would 
have  a  perfect  right  to  define  the  punishment  of  treason  ; 
and  it  was  introduced,  no  doubt,  to  furnish  an  opportunity 
to  limit  the  effects  of  attainder. 


TREASON.  315 

565.  The  Common  Law  Punishment. — According 
to  the  common  law,  a  person  adjudged  guilty  of  high  trea- 
son was  drawn  to  the  gallows,  at  first  on-  the  ground  or 
pavement,  afterwards  on  a  sledge  or  hurdle;  he  was  hanged 
by  the  neck  and  cut  down  alive  ;  his  entrails  were  taken 
out  and  burned  before  his  face;  his  head  was  cut  off ;  his 
body  was  divided  into  four  parts,  and  his  head  and  quar- 
ters were  then  placed  at  the  king's  disposal, — the  whole 
proceeding  being  summed  up  in  the  phrase,  "drawn  and 
quartered." 

555.  Attainder  of  Treason. — According  to  the  com- 
mon law,  a  man  found  guilty  of  treason  was  said,  by  a  fig- 
ure of  speech,  to  be  ailindus,  attainted,  tainted,  stained,  soiled, 
and  disgraced.  The  attainder  of  treason  attached  to  the 
offender  the  moment  that  the  judge  delivered  sentence  of 
judgment  upon  him.  By  an  extension  of  the  figure,  the 
attainder  worked  corruption  of  the  blood  of  the  person  at- 
tainted, and  also  forfeiture  of  his  estate. 

The  far-reaching  signiftcance  of  the  old  rules  of  law  in  relation  to 
attainder,  is  well  explained  by  Mr.  Justice  Story  :  "  By  corruption  of 
blood  all  inheritable  qualities  are  destroyed ;  ao  that  aa  attainted 
person  can  neither  inherit  lands  nor  other  hereditaments  from  his 
ancestors,  nor  retain  those  he  is  already  in  possession  of,  nor  trans- 
mit them  to  any  other  heir.  And  this  destruction  of  all  inheritable 
qualities  is  so  complete,  that  it  obstmcts  all  descents  to  his  posterity, 
whenever  they  are  obliged  to  derive  a  title  through  bim  to  any  estate 
of  a  remoter  ancestor.  So  that  if  a  father  commits  treason,  and  is 
attainted  and  suffers  death,  and  then  the  grandfather  dies,  his  grand- 
son cannot  inherit  any  estate  from  his  grandfather;  for  he  must 
claim  through  his  father,  who  would  convey  to  him  no  inheritable 
blood.  ...  In  addition  to  this  most  grievous  disability,  the  person 
attainted  forfeits,  by  the  common  law,  all  bis  lands,  and  tenements, 
and  rights  of  entry,  and  rights  of  profits  in  the  lands  or  tenements, 
which  he  possesses.  And  this  forfeiture  relates  back  to  the  time  of 
the  treason  committed,  so  as  to  avoid  all  intermediate  sales  and  iu- 
entnbrances ;  and  he  also  forfeits  all  his  goods  and  chattels  from  the 
time  of  his  conviction."  ' 

567.  Power  of  Congress  Over  Attainder. —  The 
common  law  connected  attainder  with  judgment  of  ti 

I  CommentBrle*.  !  "TO' 
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and  declared  its  consequences  to  be  corruption  of  blood  and 
forfeiture  of  estates.  The  Constitution  leaves  it  to  Con- 
gress to  say  whether  attainder  shall  follow  conviction  or 
not,  and  if  so  what  the  consequences  shall  be  ;  only  the  at- 
tainder shall  not  work  corruption  of  blood  or  forfeiture  ex- 
cept during  the  life  of  the  person  attainted.  Congress  has 
never  included  attainder  in  the  punishment  of  treason,  and 
the  word  is  not  found  in  our  laws.  An  act  to  suppress  in- 
surrection, approved  July  17,  1862,  sometimes  called  the 
Confiscation  Act,  provided  that  the  property  of  six  classes 
of  persons  named,  engaged  in  the  Rebellion  or  giving  it  aid 
and  comfort,  should  be  seized  and  confiscated  and  the  pro- 
ceeds applied  to  the  support  of  the  array  of  the  United 
States.  But  the  operation  of  this  act  was  limited,  as  will 
appear  in  the  next  paragraph.  The  present  law  expressly 
declares :  "No  conviction  or  judgment  shall  work  corrup- 
tion of  blood  or  forfeiture." 

568.  Meaning  of  the  Limitation. — A  question  has 
arisen  as  to  the  phrase,  "except  during  the  life  of  the  per- 
son attainted."  This  question  is  whether  the  phrase  limits 
the  time  within  which  the  corruption  shall  be  worked,  or 
the  time  that  the  forfeiture  shall  run  in  case  there  be  one. 
Must  the  forfeiture  be  worked  in  the  life  of  the  traitor  ?  Oi 
shall  the  property  of  a  traitor  that  has  been  confiscated,  be 
restored  to  his  heirs  on  his  death  ?  If  the  first  be  the 
meaning,  then  the  dam  imposed  by  conviction  of  treason 
would  be  removed  by  the  death  of  the  offender,  and  prop- 
erty could  pass  by,  as  from  grandfather  to  grandson.  The 
question  has  not  been  judicially  determined,  and  is  an  open 
one. 

In  the  case  of  real  estate,  President  Lincoln  understood  Ihe  lan- 
guage in  tlie  second  of  the  two  senses.  To  meet  his  view.  Congress 
adopted  a  joiat  resolution  construing  tbeact  of  June  17,  1863,  as  fol- 
lows :  "Nor  shall  any  piniishinent  or  proceediugs  under  said  act  be 
aoconstnied  as  to  work  a  forfeiture  of  the  real  estate  of  the  offender 
beyond  his  natural  life."     The  Supreme  Court  hassuatained  theact. 

569.  Treason  Against  a  State.— The  Articles  of  Confederation 
did  not  recogaize  treason  against  the  United  States ;  all  treason  in  that 
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period  was  treason  against  a  State.  A  motion  to  give  Congress  the 
sole  power  to  declare  its  punishment  was  lost  in  the  Convention,  so 
that  the  powers  of  the  States  to  punish  treason  remained  unchanged. 
Practically  these  powers  have  amounted  to  little  ;  but  Mr.  Johnston 
well  remarks  that  ''they  fasten  the  idea  of  allegiance  to  a  State,  and 
that  carried  into  secession  the  multitude  who  disliked  secession  but 
dreaded  to  commit  treason  against  the  State." 

Other  provisions  of  the  Constitution  in  relation  to  treason  are  dis- 
cussed in  connection  with  other  subjects,  as  the  subject  of  impeach- 
ment. 


CHAPTER  XXXIX. 

CONSTITUTIONAL  LAW  :  THE  JUDICIARY, 

Article  III. 

Refekenceb. 

Coxe,  Judicial  lowers  and  Unamstiiutional  Legislation  ;  Davis, 
Appendix  to  the  Reports  of  the  Decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  thr 
United  Slates  frotn  September  ^4,  ijSg,  to  the  end  0/  Ihe  October  tefm 
/SSS,  (United  States  Reports,  No.  131  ;  an  important  aeries  of  cases, 
decisions,  and  documents,  by  tbe  Reporter  to  the  Court);  Miller,  The 
CanstUulion  of  the  U.  S.,  Chaps.  F//.-F///.,- Bryce,  The  American 
Commonwealth.  Chaps.  XXII.-XXIV.  (  Chapter  XXIII.  is  an  ad- 
mirable statement  of  the  way  ia  which  American  Courts  were  led  to 
deliver  constitutional  decisions,  and  to  set  laws  enacted  by  State 
Legislatures  and  by  Congress  asi-de  as  nnll  and  void,  being  in  con- 
flict with  constitutions,  State  or  National). 

570,  The  American  Government  Constitutional,— 
The  graud  features  of  the  American  Government  are  delin- 
eated in  written  constitutions.  These  constitutions  are  the 
paramount  law, — the  Constitution  of  the  Uuited  States  of 
the  whole  country,  and  the  constitutions  of  the  several 
States  of  those  States,  save  in  so  far  as  they  are  limited  by 
the  Constitution,  laws,  and  treaties  of  the  Uuited  States. 
All  laws.  National  and  State,  are  enacted  with  reference  to 
these  constitutions.  Accordingly,  what  is  called  Constitu- 
tional Law,  if  it  did  not  originate  in  the  United  States,  has 
here  reached  its  fullest  development,  and  forms  the  peculiar 
feature  of  our  jurisprudence.  A  constitutional  objection  to 
a  measure  in  the  United  States  is,  that  the  measure  conflicts 
with  the  paramount  law ;  a  constitutional  objection  to  a 
measure  in  England  amounts  only  to  this, — ^the  measure  is 
a  departure  from  the  way  in  which  things  have  heretofore 
been  done. 
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571.  Constitutional  Decisions. —  The  supremacy  of 
the  Constitution  over  all  laws,  State  and  National,  opens  to 
the  Federal  courts  a  field  unknown  to  the  courts  of  the  Old 
World.  They  decide  constitutional  cases.  The  Supreme 
Court  is  called  upon  to  decide  cases  involving  the  question 
whether  a  law  of  Congress  is  in  conformity  with  the  Con- 
stitution, and  also  cases  calling  in  question  the  conforma- 
bility  of  State  laws  to  the  Constitution,  laws,  and  treaties 
of  the  United  States.  Once  it  was  denied  that  the  Court 
had  such  powers,  but  it  has  asserted  them,  and  theassertion 
has  been  sustained  by  the  Nation.'  The  State  Courts  also 
pass  upon  the  conform  ability  of  State  legislation  to  the 
State  constitutions. 

572.  Meaning  of  Unconstitutional. —  Judge  Cooley 
states  the  meaning  of  the  expression  as  follows  :  "  When 
a  statute  is  adjudged  to  be  unconstitutional,  it  is  as  if  it  had 
never  been.  Rights  cauuot  be  built  up  under  it ;  contracts 
which  depend  upon  it  for  their  consideration  are  void ;  it 
constitutes  a  protection  to  no  one  who  has  acted  under  it, 
and  no  one  can  he  punished  for  having  refused  obedience  to 
it  before  the  decision  was  made.  And  what  is  true  of  an 
act  void  in  toto,  is  true  also  as  to  any  part  of  an  act  which  is 
found  to  be  unconstitutional,  and  which,  consequently,  is 
to  be  regarded  as  having  never,  at  any  time,  been  possessed 
of  any  legal  force."" 

573.  Exercise  of  the  Power. — Obviously,  to  declare 
laws  of  Congress  null  and  void  is  a  responsible  duty.  The 
three  branches  of  the  Government  are  of  equal  rank  and 
dignity  ;  each  one  Is  supreme  in  its  own  sphere,  and  inva- 
sions of  the  sphere  of  one  by  the  others  would  soon  destroy 
theit  harmonious  working.  This  responsibility  the  Su- 
preme Court  has  always  felt.  "It  is  an  axiom  of  our  juris- 
prudence," said  Mr.  Justice  Swayne  in  1866,  "  that  an  act 
of  Congress  is  not  to  be  pronounced  unconstitutional  unless 
the  defect  of  power  to  pass  it  is  so  clear  as  to  admit  of  no 
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doubt.  Every  doubt  is  to  be  resolved  in  favor  of  the  valid- 
ity of  the  law.  Since  the  organization  of  the  Supreme 
Court  but  three  acts  of  Congress  have  been  pronounced  by 
that  body  void  or  unconstitutional."' 

574.  A  Case  Must  Arise.^The  Supreme  Court  can- 
not express  its  opinion  as  to  the  constitutionality  of  a  law 
until  a  case  arises  fairly  involving  that  question.  For  in- 
stance, in  one  hundred  years  it  has  not  had  an  opportunity 
to  declare  the  meaning  of  the  phrase  in  relation  toattainder, 
"except  during  the  life  of  the  person  attainted."  Should 
Congress  enact  a  law  for  the  punishment  of  treason  making 
forfeiture  of  lands  perpetual,  and  should  a  case  arise  under 
this  law,  then  the  Court  could  give  the  phrase  an  authorita- 
tive interpretation.  In  1857  it  pronounced  the  Missouri 
Compromise  unconstitutional,  although  it  had  been  on  the 
statute-book  since  1820. 

575,  Political  Power  of  the  Judiciary.— The  theory  of  the  Con- 
Etitntion  is,  that  the  three  departments  of  the  Goverutneiit  are  coor- 
dinate, eaclionebeiugiudependent  of  the  otlier  two.  Otusideoflhe 
impeaching  power,  no  department  is  amenable  to  either  of  the  others. 
No  power  has  been  given  to  the  Courts  to  construe  the  Constitution 
for  Congress  or  the  President:  each  department  must  construe  the 
instrument  for  itself.  At  the  same  time,  judicial  constructions  of  the 
laws  aad  the  Con^titutiou  directly  afiect  the  two  political  depart- 
ments, as  will  he  explained  below. 

T.  The  ordinary  mode  of  enforcing  the  laws  is  by  means  of  the 
courts ;  the  courts  reach  men  through  their  decrees  and  judgments  ; 
and  the  question  whether  they  will  withhold  or  grant  these  or  not, 
makes  the  judges  the  interpreters  of  the  law.  If  the  Court  of  Snal 
resort  thinks  a  law  unconstitutional,  it  will  not  enforce  it.  Con- 
gress can  reenact  a  law  thus  declared,  null  and  void,  but  the  Court 
would  agaiu  refuse  to  enforce  it.  Nor  would  the  Government  be  apt 
lo  bring  a  second  suit  to  enforce  a  law  once  pronounced  null  and  void. 
This  is  a  practical  restraint  upon  both  the  Legislature  and  the  Exec- 

2.  Congress  and  the  Executive  naturally  entertain  great  respect 
for  the  constitutional  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court.  These  de- 
cisions not  only  indicate  what  legislation  the  Court  will  enforce,  but 
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they  are  also  the  decisions  of  men  in  independent  position  who  are 
devoted  to  the  Etudy  of  such  questions. 

3.  The  public  has  great  reverence  for  the  Court,  Should  Con- 
gress or  the  President  come  into  collision  with  it,  the  public  confi- 
dence would  commonly  go  with  the  Judges. 

Accordingly,  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  have  a  far- 
reaching  significance.  At  the  same  time,  it  caunot  always  enforce 
its  decrees.  Its  executive  arm  is  the  marshal  ;  if  tliis  officer  is  noi 
able  to  give  them  effect,  he  must  call  upon  the  President  for  aid, 
and  if  the  Executive  fails  ia  such  a  case,  the  Court  is  powerless. 
Neither  have  the  Judges  auy  power  to  enfore  their  decrees  against 
the  Executive.  Thus,  in  1861.  Chief  Justice  Taney  issued  a  writ  of 
habeas  corpus  in  the  interest  of  a  military  prisoner  at  B.illimore ; 
but  President  Lincoln  refused  to  allow  the  writ,  aud  it  fell  power- 
less to  the  ground.  States  have  also  refused  to  obey  the  decisions 
of  the  Court. 

576.  The  Courts  and  the  Development  of  the  Constitution. — The 
National  Courts  have  played  a  great  part  iu  that  development  of  the 
Constitution  which  has  been  dealt  with  in  Chapter  XIII,  Mr.  Bryce 
says  this  development  has  been  effected  in  three  ways. 

"  It  has  been  changed  by  ameadment."  "  It  has  been  developed 
by  interpretation,  that  is,  by  the  unfolding  of  the  meaning  implic- 
itly contained  in  its  necessarily  brief  terms,  or  by  the  extension  of 
its  provisions  to  cases  which  they  do  not  directly  contemplate,  but 
which  their  general  spirit  must  be  deemed  to  cover."  "  It  has  been 
developed  by  nsage,  that  is,  by  the  establishment  of  rules  not  incon- 
sistent with  its  express  provisions,  but  giving  them  a  character, 
effect,  and  direction  which  they  would  not  have  if  they  stood  alone, 
and  by  which  their  working  is  materially  modified."  Under  interpre- 
tation he  includes  construction.  "Theprocess  of  development,"  he 
says,  "  shows  no  signs  of  stopping  ;  nor  can  it,  for  the  new  conditions 
of  economics  and  politics  bring  up  new  problems  foraolulion.  But 
the  most  important  work  was  that  doue  daring  the  first  half  century, 
and  espe'cially  by  Chief  Justice  Marshall  during  his  loug  tenure  of 
the  presidency  of  the  Supreme  Court  (1801-1835).  It  is  scarcely  an 
exaggeration  to  call  him,  as  an  eminent  American  jurist  has  doue, 
'a  second  maker  of  tbe  Constitnlion.'  "  ' 

577.  The  National  Judiciary, — No  department  of  the  Govern- 
ment has  more  fully  met  the  expectations  of  iis  authors  than  the 
Judiciary.  No  department  has  commanded  more  confidence  at  home 
or  more  applause  abroad.  Its  influence  on  the  political  aud  legal 
development  of  the  country  has  been  very  great.     To  quote   Pro- 
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the  Constitution  was  the  Federal  Judiciary,  It  will  be  seen  that  Ihe 
only  guaranty  for  the  observance  of  the  Articles  of  Confederation 
was  the  naked  promise  of  the  States.  This  had  beeu  found  to  be 
utterly  worthless.  The  creation  of  a  system  of  United  States  courts, 
extending  throughout  the  States,  and  empowered  to  define  the  boun- 
daries of  Federal  authority,  and  to  enforce  its  decisions  by  Federal 
power,  supplied  the  element  needed  to  being  order  out  of  chao». 
Without  it  the  Constitution  might  easily  have  proved  a  more  dis- 
heartening  and   complete   failure  than   the  Articles   of   Coufedera- 
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IB  In  Colonial  days  whether  the  i 
Assemblies  were  in  excess  of  the  powers  conferred  by  the  chai 
statuteswerefoundtotiein  eicesB.  they  were  held  invalid  by  the  1 
say,  in  the  first  Instance,  by  Ihe  Colonial  courts,  or,  if  the  mattei 
England,  by  (he  Privy  CounciL"  He  states  that  "  the  s.ime  thini 
now  as  regards  the  British  Colonies  "  (Vol,  I.,  pp.  2(8,  249,  text  an 
Swayne  is  quoted  above  to  the  eifeet  that,  dowti  to  1S6S,  only  thrt 
by  ConsresB  had  been  declared  uncon  sill  utlonal,  Mr.  Davis  (see 
cersiEV.  cl  leg.)  gives  the  titles  of  »  dedsions  rendered  by  the  ■ 
United  States  statutes  repugnant  to  the  Constitution,  and  171  dec 
State  statutes  so  repugnant.  Mr.  Coxe  subjects  the  first  of  Ihe 
dsm.  and  points  out  that  It  does  not  contain  the  famous  Dred  & 
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CHAPTER  XL. 

THE  RIGHTS  AND  DUTIES  OF  STATES. 

Article  IV, 

Section  J. — Full  faith  aad  credit  shall  be  give  ii  in  each  State  to 
the  public  acts,  records,  and  judicial  proceedings  of  every  olher  State, 
And  the  Congress  nay  by  general  laws  prescribe  the  manner  in 
which  such  acts,  records,  and  proceedings  shall  he  proved,  and  the 
effect  thereof. 

578.  Public  Acta,  Records,  Etc.— The  public  acts 
referred  to  are  acts  of  the  I/Cgislaturea  ;  the  records  are  the 
records  of  wills,  deeds,  and  legislative  journals;  thejudicial 
proceedings  are  the  orders  and  jttdgments  of  courts.  For 
a  State  to  give  full  faith  and  credit  to  the  acts  and  records 
of  another  State,  is  to  give  to  them  the  same  credit  that 
the  State  to  which  they  belong  gives  them,  This  provi- 
sion is  obviously  essential  to  the  domestic  peace  and  order 
of  a  federal  union  like  the  United  States.  Even  the  Ar- 
ticles of  Confederation  contained  the  same  provision  in 
somewhat  different  words. 

Section  2,  Clause  1. — The  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled 
to  all  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several  States. 

579.  Privileges  and  Immunities. — Whatever  privi- 
leges and  immunities  any  State  accords  to  its  own  citizens, 
it  must  accord  to  the  citizens  of  all  the  States  who  may 
happen  to  reside  in  it  or  visit  it.  A  citizen  of  one  State 
going  into  another  cannot  claim  the  privileges  and  immuni- 
ties that  he  has  enjoyed,  unless  they  are  also  accorded  by 
the  State  into  which  he  goes  to  its  own  citizens.  Inability 
to  read  is  a  bar  to  voting  in  Massachusetts  aad  Connecticut, 
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and  an  illiterate  citizen  moving  into  either  of  those  States 
from  Rhode  Island  or  Vermont  cannot  claim  the  right  to  vote 
because  he  has  hitherto  enjoyed  that  right.  Still,  civil  and 
political  rights  are  nearly  the  same  in  all  the  States.  This 
provision  was  also  contained  in  the  Articles  of  Confedera- 
tion, and  is  obviously  necessary  in  a  federal  republic. 

580.  A  Citizen  Defined. — Previous  to  1868  neither 
the  National  Constitution  nor  laws  contained  a  definition 
of  a  citizen.  The  States  made  their  own  definitions,  and 
there  was  more  or  less  contrariety.  Slaves  were  never  citi- 
zens in  any  State  ;  and  Chief  Justice  Taney,  in  the  Dred 
Scott  decision,  denied  that  free  negroes  were  ever  citizens 
"in  the  sense  of  the  Constitution."  The  fact  is,  however, 
that  they  were  citizens,  and  even  voted  on  the  same  terms 
as  white  citizens,  in  several  Stales,  when  the  Constitution 
was  framed  and  for  some  time  afterwards.  Amendment 
XIV.  contains  this  definition  of  citizenship:  "  All  persons 
born  or  naturalized  in  the  United  States,  and  subject  to  the 
jurisdiction  thereof,  are  citizens  of  the  United  States  and 
of  the  State  wherein  they  reside."  A  citizen  of  the 
United  States  is  not,  however,  necessarily  a  citizen  of  any 
State ;  he  may  reside  in  a  Territory  or  in  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Section  2,  Clause  2. — A  person,  cliarged  in  any  State  with  treason, 
felony,  or  other  crime,  who  shall  flee  from  justice,  and  be  found  in 
another  State,  shall,  on  demand  of  the  esecutive  authority  of  the 
State  from  which  he  fled,  be  delivered  up  to  be  removed  to  the  State 
having  juribdiclion  of  the  crime, 

581.  Fugitives  from  Justice. — The  National  author- 
ity embraces  all  the  States,  and  it  can,  by  its  own  officers, 
arrest  offenders  against  its  laws  anywhere  within  the  Na- 
tional boundaries.  The  treason  of  this  clause  is  there- 
fore treason  against  a  State.  A  felony  is  a  crime  punish- 
able by  death  or  imprisonment.  The  jurisdiction  of  a  State 
is  limited  by  its  own  boundaries  ;  a  State  can  punish  only 
offenses  committed  against  its  own  laws ;  criminals  often 
escape  from  oneState  into  another ;  while  the  United  States, 
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save  in  cases  of  domestic  violence,  have  nothing  to  do  with 
enforcing  State  laws :  hence  there  must  be  such  a  provision 
as  this  if  criminals  are  to  be  punished  and  society  pro- 
tected. It  is  copied  from  the  Articles  of  Confederation 
almost  word  for  word. 

The  surrender  by  one  nation  to  another  claiming  him  of  a  per- 
son charged  with  crime,  is  known  as  extradition.  This  ia  not  a  right 
under  the  Law  of  Nations,  but  is  commonly  provided  for  between 
nations  by  treaty  stipulations.  The  surrender  of  a  criminal  by  one 
State  to  another  under  our  system  is  also  called  extradition. 

582.  Surrendering    Fugitives    from   Justice. — The 

Constitution  says  the  demand  for  such  a  fugitive  shall  be 
made  by  the  Executive  of  the  State  from  which  he  escapes, 
but  does  not  say  who  shall  mate  the  surrender.  There  was 
some  friction  at  this  point  until,  in  1793,  Congress  legislated 
on  the  subject. 

The  procedure  now  is  for  the  Governor  making  a  requisition  for  a 
criminal  to  address  it  to  the  Governor  of  the  Stale  to  which  the  crim- 
inal has  fled,  distinctly  staling  the  crime  charged.  The  fugitive  may 
be  arrested  and  held  in  custody  before  the  requisition  is  received,  or 
made ;  but  if  not,  then  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  Governor  receiving 
it  to  order  his  immediate  arrest,  aud  bis  delivery  to  the  agent  of  the 
Governor  from  whom  the  demand  comes.  The  fugitive  is  then  taken 
back  to  the  State  from  which  he  fled,  for  trial.  The  Governor  on 
whom  such  a  demand  is  made  has  no  right  to  go  behind  it  toinquire 
into  the  merits  of  the  case,  but  should  obey  thecal! ;  it  makes  no  dif- 
ference whether  the  offense  charged  be  or  be  not  a  crime  in  the  State 
where  the  criminal  is  found  ;  still  this  rule  is  not  always  followed. 

Section  3,  Clause  3, — No  person  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one 
Stale,  under  the  laws  thereof,  escaping  into  another,  shall,  in  conse- 
qaeuce  of  any  law  or  regulation  therein,  be  discharged  fromsm'h  serv- 
ice or  labor,  but  shall  be  delivered  up  on  claim  of  the  party  to  whom 
Buch  service  or  labor  may  be  due. 

583.  Fugitives  from  Service.— The  Stales  authoriz- 
ing slavery  in  1787  could  provide  for  the  capture  aud  sur- 
render of  all  fugitive  slaves  belonging  to  their  citizens  found 
within  their  own  borders,  but  not  for  those  fleeing  beyond 
them.  Hence  the  introduction  of  this  clause  into  the  Co' 
stitution  as  a  part  of  the  third  compromise.     It  appliei 
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much  to  apprentices,  or  persons  bound  to  service  for  ft  num- 
ber of  years,  as  to  slaves,  but  it  was  inserted  in  the  interest 
of  slave-holders. 

The  clause  in  relation  to  fugitives  from  service  is  yaguer  and 
more  general  than  that  in  relation  to  fugitives  from  justice.  It 
does  not  say  how  or  by  whom  the  capture  or  surrender  shall  be 
made.  In  1793  Congress  enacted  a  law  for  carrying  the  clause  into 
efiect,  and  in  1850  it  enacted  the  law  known  as  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law, 
which  was  much  more  rigorous  and  efficient  than  the  previous  one. 
This  law  was  one  of  the  immediate  causes  that  led  to  the  election  of 
President  Lincoln,  to  the  Civil  War,  the  Emancipation  Proclamation, 
and  the  Thirteenth  Amendment.  Congress  repealed  the  law  of  1850 
and  the  slave  sections  of  the  law  of  1793  in  1864. 


CHAPTER  XLI. 


NEW  STATES:  THE  TERRITORIAL  SYSTEM. 
AsTICLfl  IV. 
Rhfbkences. 

Hinsdale,  The  Old  Northwest  <The  anthor  shows  how  the  Thir- 
teen Colouies  were  constituted  by  the  royal  charters,  Chaps.  VI. -VII.: 
defiDes  the  Northwestern  land  claims,  XI.,  and  gives  ii  exl£nso,'S.\\., 
XIII.,  the  history  of  the  cessions  ) ;  Fiske.  The  Critical  Period  of 
American  History  (Chap.  V.  deals  particularly  with  the  political 
bearings  of  the  Western  land  question,  and  especially  as  a  factor  in 
the  formation  of  the  Constitution);  Adams,  Maryland' s  Influence  on 
Western  Land  Cessions  to  ike  United  States.  (This  monograph  deals 
particularly  with  the  subject  as  related  to  the  Articles  of  Coufed- 
erdtion) ;  Bancroft,  Vol.  VI.,  p.  177  et  seq. 

Section  3,  Clause  i.~New  States  maybe  admitted  by  the  Con- 
gress into  this  Union  ;  but  no  new  State  shall  be  formed  or  erected 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  any  other  State,  nor  any  State  be  formed 
by  the  junction  of  two  omore  States,  or  parts  of  States,  without  the 
consent  of  the  Legislatures  of  Ibe  States  concerned  as  well  as  of  the 
Congress. 

Section  3,  Clause  2. — The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose 
of  and  make  a!i  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  ter- 
ritory or  other  properly  belonging  to  the  United  States  ;  and  noth- 
ing in  tliis  Constitution  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prejudice  any 
claims  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  particular  State. 

584.  Western  Land  Claims.— At  its  formation,  the 
American  Union  and  the  thirteen  States  were  coextensive  : 
there  was  no  public  domain.  There  were  indeed  large 
bodies  of  unoccupied  lands  on  the  Atlantic  Slope,  while  the 
Lake  Basin  and  the  Mississippi  Valley  were  wildernesses, 
but  these  waste  lands  were  all  claimed  by  certain  of  the 
States  as  their  individual  possessions.  The  case  stood 
thus:  the  boundaries  of  New  Hampshire,   Rhode  Island, 

(J«7) 
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New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  and  Maryland  had 
been  fixed  much  as  they  are  at  present  while  they  were 
still  Colonies  ;  the  chartered  limits  of  Massachusetts,  Con- 
necticut, Virginia,  North  and  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia, 
which  had  originally  extended  to  the  South  Sea,  had  been 
cut  short  at  the  Mississippi  River  by  the  treaty  of  1763; 
New  York  claimed  that  she  had  acquired  a  vast  Western 
domain  by  way  of  her  connections  with  the  Iroquois 
Tribes.  The  result  was  that  while  six  States  (save  alone 
Pennsylvania,  which  extended  five  degrees  of  longitude 
westward  from  the  Delaware  River,)  were  shut  up  to  the 
seaboard,  the  other  seven  States  collectively  laid  claim  to 
the  whole  West, 

585,  Western  Cessions, — The  Western  lands  soon 
became  the  subject  of  a  close  controversy,  which  tended 
sharply  to  divide  the  States  into  two  groups.  Six  claimant 
States  pleaded  their  ancient  charters,  and  New  York  her 
Iroquois  connections,  as  good  and  sufficient  titles  to  their 
claims.  The  six  non-claimaut  States  repudiated  these 
titles  and  urged  that,  as  the  West  must  be  wrested  from  the 
common  enemy  by  the  common  effort,  it  should  belong  to 
the  common  country  or  the  Union.  Next  to  independence 
and  the  formation  of  a  government  adequate  to  the  needs 
of  the  Union,  the  land  question  was  the  most  formidable 
polilical  issue  of  Revolutionary  times.  Moreover,  it  derived 
much  of  its  importance  from  its  intimate  connection  with 
both  of  those  questions.  It  was  greatly  complicated  also  by 
conflicting  boundaries  and  overlapping  claims.  A  happy 
escape  from  the  controversy  was  finally  found  in  the  surren- 
der to  the  United  States  by  the  seven  States  of  the  lands 
to  which  they  laid  claim,  on  the  pledge  given  by  Congress 
in  17S0  that  all  lands  so  ceded  should  be  disposed  of  for 
the  common  benefit  of  the  United  States  and  be  settled  and 
formed  into  distinct  republican  States,  to  be  admitted  to  the 
Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  old  Stales.  New  York 
ceded  1781,  Virginia  1784,  Massachusetts  1785,  Connec- 
ticut 1786.     The  Southern  cessions  were  delayed;  South 
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Carolina's  until  1789,  North  Carolina's  until  1790,  and 
Georgia's  until  1803.  The  first  four  cessions  all  lay  North- 
west of  the  Ohio  River,  and  they  constituted  the  original 
public  domain. 

586.  Division  of  Old  States. — But  this  was  not  all. 
Vermont,  which  was  claimed  by  both  New  Hampshire  and 
New  York,  and  partly  by  Massachusetts,  had  been  clamor- 
ing for  admission  to  the  Union  as  a  State  since  1777,  Ken- 
tucky already  had  a  considerable  populatiou,  amoug  which 
there  was  a  strong  and  constantly  growing  sentiment  in 
favor  of  separation  from  Virginia  and  the  assumption  of  the 
position  of  a  new  and  independent  State  ;  and  Maine,  then 
apart  of  Massachusetts,  had  all  the  natural  requisites  for 
a  separate  State.     The  same  may  be  said  of  Tenuessee, 

587.  Admission  of  New  States. — There  was  therefore 
abundant  territory  belonging  to  the  Union  in  1787  out  of 
which  to  form  new  States,  and  still  more  in  prospect.  The 
people  of  the  old  States  had  no  thought  of  keeping  this 
territory  permanently  in  an  inferior  political  position,  but 
rather  proposed  to  have  it  formed  into  new  States  as 
rapidly  as  its  settlement  would  justify.  Furthermore,  the 
Vermont  and  Kentucky  questions  called  for  settlement. 
Out  of  this  state  of  facts  grew  the  two  clauses  of  the  Con- 
stitution quoted  above,  which  provide  for  the  admission  of 
new  States  and  for  the  government  of  the  National  terri- 
tory. Butascontroversies  would  arise,  and  in  fact  then  ex- 
isted, relative  to  the  division  of  States,  the  provision  was 
wisely  inserted  in  regard  to  obtaining  the  consent  of  all 
the  Legislatures  concerned  as  well  as  of  Congress.  Still 
further,  the  pending  controversy  as  to  the  Southern  cessions 
caused  the  insertion  of  the  provision  that  nothing  in  the  Con- 
stitution should  be  so  construed  as  to  prejudice  any  claim 
of  the  United  States  or  of  any  particular  State.  Once 
more,  settlements  within  the  National  domain  were  then 
beginning,  and  rules  and  regulations  concerning  lands  and 
other  matters  were  plainly  needed,  the  making  of  which 
would  naturally  fall  to  Congress. 
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I.     Louisiana,  purchased  oT  France  in  1S03,  for  fis.oc 
braced  the  western  half  of  the  Mississippi  Valley  and  estended  a( 
the  lower  Mississippi  River, 

3.  Florida,  purchased  of  Spain  iu  1819,  for  f  5,000,000.  This  pur- 
chase included  the  peninsula  of  that  name,  and.  a  narrow  strip  of 
territory  running  westward  along  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  Louisiana. 

3.  The  State  of  Texas,  and  so   much  of  the  Territory  of  New 
IS  lies  east  of  tlie  Rio  Grande.     Teias,  which  was  previously 

a  separate  nation,  was  admitted  to  the  Union  in  1S45  by  a  joint  n 
lutiou  of  Congress, 

4.  Oregon,  the  territory  lying  between  parallels  42°  and49''  north 
latitude  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  The  title  to  this  acquisition 
is  discovery  and  occupation,  and  treaties  with  Spain,  Russia,  aud  Eng- 
land, bearing  the  dates  1819,  1825,  and  1846. 

5.  The  first  Mexican  annexation  embraced  the  country  now 
owned  by  the  United  States  south  of  parallel  43°,  and  we.st  of  the  Rio 
Grande  and  the  sources  of  the  Arkansas,  except  the  second  Mexican 
annexation.  This  was  partly  a  conquest  and  partly  a  purchase  from 
MeKico,  in  184S,  the  consideration  being  J15, 000,000. 

6.  The  second  Mexican  annexation,  lying  in  Arizona,  sometimes 
called  the  Gadsden  Purchase,  was  made  in  1853  for  f  10,000,000. 

7.  The  last  annexation  was  Alaska,  purchased  of  Russia  iu  1867 
for  (7,200.000. 

589.  Territory  and   Territories. —  In  the  broadest 

sense,  the  whole  country  or  dominion  is  the  territory  of  the 
United  States.  Bitt  here  the  term  territory  means  that  part 
of  the  dominion  not  formed  into  States,  and  this  is  its  com- 
mon acceptation  in  our  political  history.  The  Territories 
are  of  two  kinds.  A  definite  district  or  region  having  a  full 
Territorial  government  is  an  organized  Territory  ;  territory 
without  such  a  government,  and  subject  only  to  the  laws  of 
Congress,  is  unorganized.  Arizona  belongs  to  the  first 
class,  Indian  Territory  to  the  second.  Alaska  has  a  Gover- 
nor appointed  by  the  President  and  is  directly  subject  to 
Congress. 

590.  Ordinance  of  1787. — Preparations  for  settling  the 
West  and  forming  new  States  were  already  in  progress  in 

1  See  liiusdnle ;  How  to  Study  and  Teaeh  HiBlory.  Chap.  XX. 
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1787.  In  1784  Congress  had  adopted  a  Plau  for  the  tem- 
porary Government  of  the  Western  Territorj-.  But  this 
proved  inoperative,  and  was  repealed  three  years  later.  In 
1785  Congress  adopted  au  Ordinance  for  Ascertaining  the 
Mode  of  Disposing  of  Lands  in  the  Western  Territory,  as 
far  as  they  had  been  ceded  by  the  States  and  by  the  Indian 
tribes.  And  July  13,  1787,  it  adopted  the  Ordinance  for 
the  Government  of  the  Territory  of  the  United  States 
Northwest  of  the  River  Ohio.  This  celebrated  Ordinance, 
which  was  a  sort  of  constitution  for  the  Old  Northwest, 
provided  a  Territorial  Government,  and  established  six 
articles  of  compact  between,  the  United  States  and  the 
States  to  be  carved  out  of  the  Territory,  which  should  be  of 
perpetual  obligation.  The  fifth  article  of  compact  said 
there  should  be  formed  in  the  Territory  not  less  than  three 
nor  more  than  five  States,  and  defined  their  boundaries, 
which,  however,  were  in  some  particulars  subsequently 
departed  from. 

591.  The  Northwest  Territory.— At  the  same  time 
that  the  Federal  Convention  was  framing  the  Constitution, 
and  Congress  the  Ordinance  of  1787,  the  Ohio  Company  of 
Associates,  composed  mainly  of  New  England  men  who  had 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  army,  were  making  arrange- 
ments for  forming  a  settlement  in  the  Northwest.  In  fact, 
it  was  the  representation  made  to  Congress  by  this  company, 
that  it  would  buy  and  settle  a  large  tract  of  the  public 
lands,  provided  suitable  terms  were  made  and  a  suitable 
government  establishment,  that  immediately  led  to  the 
enacting  of  the  Ordinance.  In  pursuance  of  this  arrange- 
ment a  settlement  was  made  at  Marietta,  Ohio,  in  1788,  and 
the  Territory  was  fully  organized  July  15  of  that  year. 
Here  our  Territorial  System  had  its  beginning.  At  the 
basis  of  this  system  lies  a  new  and  distinct  idea.  The 
Territories  of  the  United  States  are  quite  different  from  the 
colonies  of  either  ancient  or  modern  times ;  the  Territory 
is  an  inchoate  State,  and  has  been  a  powerful  factor  in  the 
development  of  the  Nation. 
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592.  Types  of  Territorial  Government,— Tlie  Ordinance  of  1787 
gave  the  Northwest  Territory  a  government  that  embraced  these 
features  :  (l)  There  were  a  Governor  and  three  judges,  first  appointed 
by  Congress  but  later  by  the  President  and  Senale  ;  {2)  these  officers, 
in  addition  to  their  executive  and  judicial  duties,  were  to  frame  a  Ter- 
ritorial Code  by  selecting  appropriate  laws  from  the  statute  books  of 
the  States ;  (3)  a  Territorial  Legislature  should  be  elected  as  soon  as 
the  free  male  inhabitants  reached  5,000,  consisting  of  a  house  of  rep- 
resentatives, chosen  by  Ihe  people,  aud  a  couucil,  appointed  by  Con- 
gress or  the  President,  from  a  list  of  candidates  nominated  by  the 
house ;  (4)  Congress  should  have  a  veto  on  all  laws,  whether  selected 
by  the  Governor  and  judges  or  enacted  by  the  Legislature;  (5)  the 
Territory,  on  reaching  the  population  named,  should  have  a  delegate 
in  Congress  appointed  by  the  Legislature,  with  the  right  lo  speak  but 
not  to  vote.  This  Ordinance  was  the  model  of  the  early  Territorial 
governments. 

The  later  type  was  less  centralized  and  gave  more  power  lo  the 
people.  II  consists  of  legislative,  executive,  aud  judicial  branches 
fully  developed.  The  Legislature  is  chosen  by  the  people ;  the  Gov- 
ernor and  judges  are  appointed  by  the  President  and  Senate,  and  are 
paid  from  the  National  treasury  ;  the  Territorial  delegate  is  elected 
by  the  people.  The  people  are  subject  to  certain  special  laws  of  Con- 
gress, but  interests  of  a  merely  local  character  are  regulated  by  local 

593.  Prohibition  of  Slavery  in  the  Northwest.— The  Ordinance 
of  17S4,  as  originally  reported  by  a  committee  of  which  Mr,  Jefferson 
was  chairman,  contained  a  prohibition  of  slavery  in  all  the  Western 
country,  ceded  or  to  be  ceded,  on  and  afier  January  I,  1801,  but  it 
was  struck  out  of  the  bill  on  its  passage  through  Congress.  The  Or- 
dinance of  1787  revived  the  prohibition,  but  limited  it  to  the  North- 
west and  gave  it  imnieiliate  effect.  Article  VI.  of  compacts  declares  : 
"  There  shall  be  neither  slavery  nor  iuvoluutary  servitude  in  the  said 
Territory,  otherwise  than  in  the  punishment  of  crimes  whereof  the 
party  shall  have  been  duly  convicted."  And  this  clause  was  tacitly 
reaffirmed  by  Congress  when,  in  1789,  it  adapted  the  Territorial  gov- 
ernment to  the  Federal  Constitution.  This  prohibition  became  a 
precedent  when  Slavery  in  the  Territories  became  au  absorbing  po- 
litical question  at  a  later  day. 

594.  Status  of  a  Territory — This  is  distinctly  inferioi 
to  that  of  a  State.  The  people  enj'oy  full  civil  rights,  but 
their  political  rights  are  li^nited  ;  their  only  representative 
in  Congress  is  a  delegate  who  cannot  vote.  They  have  no 
share  in  eleoting  the  President;  they  do  not  choose  their 
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own  governor  or  judges  ;  they  are  wholly  subject  to  Con- 
gress, and  have  no  political  power  or  rights  except  such  as 
Congress  sees  fit  to  give  them  ;  they  come  into  the  Union 
as  a  State  only  by  the  permission  of  Congress,  The  objects 
of  a  Territorial  government  are  to  protect  the  people  while 
it  continues,  and  to  prepare  the  Territory  for  Statehood. 

595.  Requisites  for  Admission. — The  Constitution 
commits  the  admission  of  new  States  wholly  to  the  discre- 
tion of  Congress.  The  history  of  the  States  admitted  shows 
some  diversity  of  practice  in  minor  points.  Congress  deter- 
mines the  boundaries  of  new  States  formed  from  the  public 
domain,  fixes  the  time  and  manner  of  admission,  and  re- 
quires a  constitution  republican  in  form.  No  rule  as  to  the 
size  or  population  of  a  new  State  has  at  any  time  been  fol- 
lowed. Many  points  of  detail  are  settled  in  advance,  some 
in  the  law  organizing  the  Territory,  and  others  in  a  special 
act  called  an  Enabling  Act,  which  authorizes  the  people  to 
frame  a  constitution  and  apply  for  admission  to  the  Union. 
In  several  cases,  however,  enabling  acts  have  not  been 
passed. 

595.  New  Statea. — The  following  table  contains  the  names  of  the 
new  States,  the  designation  of  the  territory  out  of  which  they  were 
formed,  and  the  dates  of  their  admission  to  the  Union,  West  Vir- 
ginia, for  reasons  (hat  will  appear,  bas  a  separate  paragraph, 

Vermont,  originally  claimed  by  New  Hampshire  and  New  Vort, 
and  in  part  by  Massachnsetts,  March  4,  i/gt, 

Kentucky,  formed  from  Virginia,  June  I,  1792. 

Tennessee,  formed  from  North  Carolina,  June  1,  1796. 

Ohio,  formed  from  the  Northwest  Territory,  February  19,  1803, 

Louisiana,  formed  from  tlie  Louisiana  purchase,  April  8,  1812. 

Indiana,  formed  from  the  Northwest  Territory,  December  ir,  1816. 

Mississippi,  formed  from  the  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and 
Georgia  cessions,  and  from  the  French  aud  Spanish  annexations  of 
1803  and  1819  to  the  extent  of  the  portions  lying  south  of  the  parallel 
of  31°  north  latitude,  December  10,  1817. 

Illinois,  formed  from  the  Northwest  Territory,  December  3,  1818. 

Alabama,  formed  like  Mississippi,  December  14,  18:9. 

Maine,  formed  from  Massachusetts,  March  15,  i8ao. 

Missouri,  formed  from  the  Louisiana  purchase,  August  lo,  1821. 

Arkansas,  formed  from  the  Louisiana  purchase,  June  15, 1836, 
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Michigan,  formed  from  the  Northwest  Territory,  January  a6,  1837. 
Florida,  formed  from  territory  acquired  from  Spain,  March  3,  1845, 
Teias,  previously  an  iudependent  power,  December  29,  1845. 
Iowa,  formed  from  the  Louisiana  purchase,  December  a8,  1846. 
Wisconsin,  formed  from  the  Northwest  Territory,  May  ag,  J848. 
California,  formed  from  first  Mexican  annexation,  September  9, 

Minnesota,  formed  in  part  from  the  Northwest  Territory  and  iu 
part  From  the  I,ouisi  an  a  purchase.  May  11,  1S58. 

Oregon,  formed  from  the  Oregon  country,  February  14,  1859. 

Kansas,  formed  from  the  Louisiana  purchase,  January  39,  1861. 

West  Virginia,  formed  from  Virginia,  June  19,  1863. 

Nevada,  formed  from  the  first  Mexican  annesation,  October  31, 
1864. 

Nebraska,  formed  from  the  Louisiana  purchase,  March  i,  1867. 

Colorado,  formed  in  part  from  the  Louisiana  purchase  and  in  part 
from  the  first  Mexican  annexation,  August  I,  1876. 

North  Dakota,  formed  from  the  Louisiana  purchase,  November  3, 
1889. 

South  Dakota,  formed  from  the  Louisiana  purchase,  November  a, 
1889. 

Montana,  formed  in  part  from  the  Louisiana  purchase  and  in  part 
from  the  Oregon  country,  November  8,  1889. 

Washington,  formed  from  the  Oregon  country,  November  ri, 
1889. 

Idaho,  formed  in  part  from  the  first  Mexican  annexation,  and  in 
part  from  the  Oregon  Couutrj-,  July  3,  1890, 

Wyoming,  formed  from  the  first  Mexican  annexation  in  part,  and 
in  part  from  the  Louisiana  purchase,  July  10,  1S90. 

Utah,  formed  from  the  first  Mexican  Annexation,  Jannoty  4, 
1896. 

Twenty-one  of  the  45  States  of  Ibe  TJnion  have  been  formed  in 
whole  or  in  part  from  territory  that  at  one  time  belonged  to  Spain, 
not  to  speak  of  Spanish  claims  to  partsofthecountry  that  were  never 
allowed. 

597,  West  Virginia. — Before  the  Civil  War  there  were  consider- 
able divergencies  of  feeling  and  interest  between  the  two  sections  of 
the  State  of  Virginia,  asdividedbytbe  Alleghany  Mountains.  These 
divergencies  culminated  at  the  beginning  of  the  War  ;  the  people  on 
one  side  of  the  mountains  going  with  the  Southern  Confederacy,  the 
people  on  the  other  remaining  faithful  lo  the  Union.  In  April,  1861, 
a  State  convention  at  Richmond  pa^^sed  an  ordinance  of  secession. 
In  June  fallowing  a  State  convention  at  Wheeling,  consisting  mainly 
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of  delegates  from  the  western  part  of  the  State,  passed  an  ordinance 
declaring  that  the  State  officers,  who  had  become  secessionists,  had 
vacated  their  offices,  appointed  a  Governor,  and  provided  for  the 
election  of  a.  new  Legislature.  It  also  passed  an  ordinance  snbmit- 
ting  to  a  popular  vote  the  question  of  erecting  a  new  State  to  be 
called  Kanawha.  In  October  the  people  voted  in  favor  of  the  new 
State,  aud  at  the  same  time  elected  delegates  to  a  convention  to  frame 
In  April,  1S62,  the  people  adopted  the  constitution 
L  had  framed.  But  this  did  not  suffice :  the 
National  Constitution  made  the  consent  of  the  Legislature  of  Vir- 
ginia, as  well  as  of  Congress,  necessary.  So  in  May  the  Ijegislature 
elected  in  pursuance  of  the  call  issued  by  the  Wheeling  convention 
the  year  before,  composed  of  the  representatives  of  the  40  western 
counties  but  styled  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  gave  the  formal  con- 
sent of  Virginia.  Congress  admitted  the  Senators  chosen  by  the 
same  Legislature,  aud  in  December,  1862,  passed  an  act  to  admit  the 
State  on  the  adoption  of  a  plan  for  the  gradual  abolition  of  slavery, 
fn  thecourseof  these  transactions  the  nameof  Kanawha  was  dropped 
and  the  present  one  substituted.  After  the  War,  the  Legislature  of 
Virginia  acknowledged  the  validity  of  the  formation  of  the  new  State. 
The  admission  of  Utah  into  the  Union  as  a  State  leaves  four  Ter- 
ritories :  New  Mexico,  organized  in  1850,  Ariiona,  organized  in  1863, 
and  Oklahoma,  organized  in  1890.  Alaska  is  not  called  an  organized 
Territory  ;  it  has  a  gO'Cruor  appointed  by  the  Presidentaud  Senate 
but  no  Legislature.     The  Territory  is  wholly  subject  to  the  laws  of 

NoTE.^Tlie  disposition  to  be  made  of  the  public  lands  was  long  a 
very  important  question,  and  it  still  remains  a  subject  ot  considerable 
interest.  Before  the  Civil  War  there  were  considerable  differences  of 
opinion  concerning  the  subject,  but  on  the  whole  a  liberal  policy  was 
pursued,  particulariy  in  respect  to  settlers.  But  the  most  liberal  of 
all  measures  is  the  Homestead  Law  enacted  in  i86z.  This  law  pro- 
vides that  any  citizen,  or  applicant  for  citizenship,  over  ji  years  of 
age  may  enter  on  160  acres  of  any  unappropriated  lands  valued  at 
{j.25  an  acre,  or  on  80  acres  valued  at  $2.50,  on  payment  ot  a  nominal 
fee  of  Js  or  Jio,  and  that  after  five  years  of  actual  residence  he  shall 
receive  a  patent  for  the  same  from  the  General  Land  Office,  which  is  a 
vahd  title  from  the  Government.  If  the  settler  wishes  to  complete 
his  title  before  the  expiration  of  five  years,  he  can  pay  tor  the  land  at 
the  price  fixed.  The  great  argument  for  this  law  is  the  desirability  of 
promoting  the  settlement  of  the  wild  lands  and  of  attaching  the  set- 
tlers to  the  Government.  The  principle  is  that  every  citizen  shall 
have  a  home.  Large  quantities  of  the  public  lands  have  been  applied 
to  the  promotion  of  public  works  and  schools.  (See  Chapter  LVI 
for  facts  relating  to  schools.  "The  Public  Domain,"  edited  by 
liiomas  Donaldson  and  published  by  the  Government,  is  a  vast  mine 
of  information  in  relation  to  the  public  lands.  ] 


CHAPTER  XLII. 

NATIONAL  GUAR.\NTEES  TO  THE  STATES. 
Article  IV. 

Section  4.— The niiitedStalesshall  guarantee  to  every  State  in  this 
Union  B.  republican  form  of  government,  and  sball  protect  each  of 
them  against  invasion  ;  and  on  application  of  the  Legislature,  or  of 
the  Eseculive  {when  the  Legislature  cannot  be  convened)  against 
domestic  violence. 

598.  The  States  Republican. — V/ith  certain  limita- 
tions imposed  by  the  National  Constitutiou,  the  States  are 
left  free  to  organize  their  own  governments  in  their  own 
way.  One  of  these  limitations  is  that  their  governments 
shall  be  republican.  A  State  can  be  suffered  neither  to  set 
tip  a  n  on -republic  an  government  for  itself  nor  to  continue 
under  one  imposed  by  another  power.  This  is  rendered 
necessary  by  the  nature  of  the  American  system  ;  a  mon- 
archical state  in  a  federal  republic  would  surely  be  an 
anomaly. 

599.  Congress  to  Decide. — ^The  Constitution  does  not 
say  what  authority  sball  exercise  this  power  of  gtiarantee, 
or  even  define  a  republican  government.  The  guarantee 
itself  involves  the  power  to  decide  all  questions  growing 
out  of  it.  In  1841-42  there  were  in  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island  two  governments,  each  claiming  to  be  established. 
In  thecelebratedcase  of  Luther  v.  Borden, '  which  grew  out 
of  the  controversey,  the  Supreme  Court  decided  that  this 
power  resides  in  Congress.  "And  its  decision  [that  of  Con- 
gress] is  binding  on  every  other  department  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  conid  not  be  questioned  in  a  judicial  tribunal." 
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(Soo.  Invasion  and  Domestic  Violence. — Protect- 
ing a  State  against  invasion  aud  violence  is  protecting  the 
Union  itself;  and  it  is  the  more  reasonable  that  the  Nation 
should  furnish  it  because  of  the  denial  to  the  States  of 
the  right  to  keep  ships  of  war  and  troops  in  time  of  peace. 
The  laws  make  it  the  duty  of  the  President  to  afford  this 
protection,  and  they  give  him  power  to  use  the  standing 
array  and  to  call  out  the  militia  for  this  purpose.  In  a 
case  of  invasion,  no  application  for  protection  is  necessary  ; 
the  President,  as  commander-in-chief,  chooses  his  own  time 
and  mode  of  action ;  but  in  case  of  violence  the  proced- 
ure is  very  different. 

6oi.  Procedure  in  Cases  of  Violence, — Domestic 
violence  is  resistance  to  the  law  and  authority  of  a  State  ; 
to  suppress  it  is,  first,  the  duty  of  the  State  authorities. 
The  President  cannot  even  issue  a  proclamation  command- 
ing law-breakers  to  disperse  until  a  formal  application  has 
been  made  to  him,  unless  the  operations  of  the  National 
Government  are  interfered  with. 

The  coramon  mode  of  proceeding  when  State  laws  are  resisted,  is 
this:  (l)  The  local  police,  as  the  sheriff  and  his  posse,  attempt  to 
maintain  order ;  {2)  failing  ia  the  attetnpt,  the  sheriff  calls  upon  the 
Governor  of  the  State  for  aid  ;  (3)  the  Governor,  if  in  his  judgment 
the  emergency  calls  forit,  ordersout  the  State  militia  ;  {4)  themilitia 
failing,  the  GoTeriior,  or  the  Legislature  if  in  session,  makes  an  ap- 
plication for  aid  to  the  President,  who  (5)  becomes  the  judge  of  the 
emergency.  It  is  important  to  state,  however,  that  iFthe  insurrection 
ic  any  way  interrupts  the  operations  of  the  National  Government, 
the  President  can,  if  he  thinks  necessarj',  at  ouce  send  the  National 
troops  or  call  out  the  militia  to  put  an  end  to  such  interruption. 

602.  Reasons  for  the  Distinction. — ^The  reasons  for 
making  the  distinction  between  invasion  aud  violence  are 
obvious.  Invasion  is  not  only  the  more  imminent  peril, 
but  it  is  also  a  direct  challenge  of  the  National  authority. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  is  the  duty  of  any  government,  as  a 
State  government,  to  enforce  its  own  laws,  A  government 
that  cannot  ordinarily  enforce  its  own  laws,  but  must  rely 
upon  another  government  to  do  so,  is  no  government  at  all. 
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It  lacks  tiie  essential  coercive  element.  Still  more,  a  State 
would  naturally  resent  all  offers  of  unnecessary  protection 
as  an  interference  in  its  affairs  :  not  to  do  so  would  be  a 
confession  of  weakness.  Again,  the  frequent  employment 
of  the  National  forces  by  the  President  for  such  purposes, 
would  tend  to  centralize  power  and  perhaps  to  establish  a 
military  despotism.  Hence  the  National  Government's 
power  to  interfere  is  limited  by  a  formal  application  for  pro- 
tection. The  preference  of  the  Legislature  to  the  Gov- 
ernor in  making  the  application,  also  arises  from  fear  of 
centralized  power. 

603.  Direct  Relation  of  National  Authority  to  Do- 
mestic Violence. — Still  it  must  not  be  supposed  that  the 
National  authority,  in  striking  at  domestic  violence,  pur- 
sues in  every  case  the  rouudabout  course  that  has  been 
described.  The  President  is  sworn  to  see  that  the  National 
laws  are  faithfully  executed  ;  and  if  public  lawlessness  in 
any  way  trenches  upon  those  laws,  if  the  operations  of  the 
Government  are  in  any  way  interfered  with,  then  it  is  his 
right  and  duty  to  intervene,  provided,  in  hisjudgment,  such 
intervention  is  necessary.  Ordinarily  he  will,  in  such  case, 
like  the  Governor  of  a  State,  look  first  to  the  civil  processes 
of  the  courts  ;  these  failing,  he  will  issue  his  proclamation 
commanding  rioters  or  insurgents  to  disperse,  and  then,  if 
he  deems  it  necessary,  send  the  National  troops,  or  even 
call  out  the  militia  of  the  States,  to  maintain  the  public 
peace.  The  President  can  put  soldiers  on  the  mail  cars  to 
defend  the  mails,  although  he  cannot  put  them  on  passen- 
ger cars  to  defend  the  lives  of  passengers,  unless  called 
upon  by  the  State  authority.  President  Lincoln  acted  in 
accordance  with  this  power  in  issuing  his  proclamation  of 
April  15,  i85i.  President  Cleveland  did  the  same  in  refer- 
ence to  the  railroad  riots  in  Chicago  in  June  and  July,  1894. 

Replying  to  Governor  Altgeld,  of  Illinois,  who  had  complained 
that  hia  action  was  unwarranted,  President  Clevelaud  said  ;  "  Federal 
troops  were  sent  to  Chicago  in  strict  accordance  with  the  Coostitn- 
tion  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  upou  the  demand  of  the  Post 
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Offib..  Department  that  obstructiou  of  the  mails  sbould  be  removed, 
aud  upon  the  represeutation  of  the  judicial  officers  of  the  United 
Stales  that  processes  of  the  Federal  courts  conld  not  be  execuled 
through  the  ordinary  means,  and  upon  abundant  proof  that  conspir- 
acies existed  against  commerce  between  the  States,  To  meet  these 
conditions,  which  are  clearly  within  the  province  of  Federal  authority, 
the  presence  of  Federal  troops  in  the  city  of  Chicago  was  deemed 
not  only  proper,  but  necessary,  an.d  there  has  been  uo  iutention  of 
thereby  interfering  with  the  plain  duty  of  the  local  authorities  to 
preserve  the  peace  of  the  city."  A  case  involving  the  powers  of  the 
National  Government  in  such  emergencies  went  up  to  the  Supreme 
Court  from  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  Northern 
District  of  Illinois,  in  the  decision  of  which  the  I'resident  was  sus- 
tained. The  Court  held:  (i)  That  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  has  jurisdiction  over  every  foot  of  soil  within  its  territory,  and 
acts  upon  each  citizen  ;  (2)  Tllat  it  has  full  attributes  of  sovereignty 
over  interstate  commerce  and  the  transmission  of  the  mails ;  (3)  That 
the  powers  thus  couferred  have  been  assumed  and  put  into  practical 
exercise  by  Congressional  legislation  ;  (4)  That  in  the  exercise  of 
these  powers  the  Government  may  remove  natural  or  artificial  ob- 
struclious  to  the  passage  of  interstate  commerce  or  the  carrying  of 
the  mails,' 

Note.— The  fact  that  under  our  Ejstem  of  ggveromenl  the  suppression  of  iii- 
surrection  and  domFstic  tlaleace,  or  in  other  words,  the  maliitenaace  of  public 
order,  TbIIb  Id  [he  first  instance  upon  the  State  rather  than  upon  the  Nation,  has 

McLeod  ease,  1840^41  (See  Lalor's  Cyclopedia,  "  McLeod  case,"  and  Curtis's  Life  aj 
Daniel  IVeiiler,  Vol.  II.).  Also  lo  the  New  Orleans  riot  of  (891,  which  resulted 
in  the  murder  of  a  number  of  Italian  subjects,  and  to  the  similar  Colorado  case 
occurring  iu  1S9S,  which  were  of  a  very  different  character.    The  McLeod  case, 

law  by  Congress  that,  if  such  cases  should  thenceforth  arise,  they  should  be  Irans- 
ferrcd  from  the  State  to  the  United  Stales  courts  by  writ  of  haitai  corpus.    The 

properties  of  unoffending  Habjecla  or  citiaena  of  oUier  powers  who  are  either 
tcmporaiilyor  permanently  within  its  territory.    Moreover,  the  National  Govem- 

Ihe  Nation.    The  result  Is  that  when  such  subjects  or  citizens  are  not  duly  p'o- 

or  makeaa  demand  for  such  protection  at  Washington,  the  National  authorities 
have  nothing  to  say.  except  that  It  is  the  duty  of  the  States  to  maintain  public 
order,  and  that  they  do  not  holl  themselves  responsible.  The  predicament  is  an 
embarassing  one.  A  foreign  power  kaoms  nothiuEof  the  States,  hut  does  know 
the  United  States,  and  looks  to  them  for  redress.  Mr,  Blaine,  Swretary  of  State  at 
the  time  of  the  New  Orleans  riot,  made  the  families  of  the  murdered  Italians  a 

complicated,  we  shall  tblak  It  wise  to  adopt  aome  change  in  onr  policy  in  this  par- 


CHAPTER  XLIII. 

AMENDMENTS. 

Artici.E  V. 

The  Congress,  whenever  two-thirds  of  both  Houses  shall  deem 
it  necessary,  shall  propose  amendments  to  this  Constitution,  or,  on 
the  application  of  the  Legislatures  of  two-thirds  of  the  several 
States,  shall  call  a  convention  for  proposing  amendments,  which,  in 
either  case,  shall  be  valid  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  part  of 
this  Constilutiou,  when  ratified  by  the  Legislatures  of  three-fourths 
of  the  several  States,  or  by  convezitlons  in  three-fourths  thereof,  as 
the  one  or  the  other  mode  of  ratification  may  be  proposed  by  the 
Congress ;  provided  that  no  amendment  which  may  be  made  prior  to 
the  year  one  thousanil  eight  hundred  and  eight  shall  in  any  manner 
affect  the  first  and  fourth  clauses  in  the  uinlh  section  of  the  first 
Article  ;  and  that  no  Slate,  without  its  consent,  shall  be  deprived  of 
its  equal  suffrage  in  the  Senate. 

604.  Need  of  the  Power.^Changes  in  the  social 
conditioi:s  of  a  people,  whicli  are  especially  rapid  in  young 
and  growing  states,  necessitate  changes  in  tlie  constitu- 
tion as  well  as  in  the  laws.  At  the  same  time  frequent 
changes  are  undesirable  or  they  tend  to  keep  the  country 
in  turmoil  and  to  beget  contempt  for  the  constitution  itself. 
Writers  on  law  teach,  and  experience  confirms  the  teach- 
ing, that  fundamental  laws  should  he  drawn  in  broad  and 
comprehensive  terms,  and  not  be  subject  to  easy  changes. 
The  Articles  of  Confederation  were  practically  incapable  of 
amendment,  and  this  fact  hastened  the  decline  of  the  Con- 
federation, and  so  made  way  for  the  present  Government. 
The  Convention  of  17S7  guarded  well  both  points  of  dan- 
ger; it  is  not  easy  to  amend  the  Constitution,  but  it  is 
possible.     During  the  century  that  has  passed  since  itwent 


AMENDMENTS,  341 

iuto  operation,  but  nineteen  amendments  have  been  pro- 
posed, and  but  fifteen  have  been  ratified. 

605.  Steps  in  Making  an  Amendment. — The^e  are 
two  in  number,  proposing  and  ratifying  the  amendment — the 
same  steps  that  were  taken  when  the  Constitution  itself  was 
made.  But  the  Constitution  provides  alternative  modes 
both  of  proposal  and  of  ratification. 

1.  Congress  may  propose  amendments  by  the  vote  of 
two-thirds  of  each  House  ;  or,  secondly,  whenever  the  Leg- 
islatures of  two-thirds  of  the  States  make  an  application. 
Congress  shall  call  a  National  convention  for  that  purpose. 
The  first  is  much  the  more  direct  and  simple  mode,  and  it 
might  seem  that  it  is  sufficient ;  but  as  Congress  might  re- 
fuse to  propose  amendments  that  were  demanded  by  the 
popular  will,  the  alternative  mode  was  provided,  thus  mak- 
ing it  possible  to  propose  amendments  to  which  both 
Houses  are  opposed,  and  offering  a  means  of  escape  from 
this  danger.  It  has  never  been  found  necessary  to  call  a 
convention  for  this  purpose. 

2.  An  amendment  duly  proposed  must  be  ratified  by 
the  Legislatures,  or  by  the  conventions,  of  three-fourlhs  of 
the  States  before  it  becomes  biudiug.  The  Constitution 
itself  was  submitted  to  State  conventions,  because  it  was 
essential  that  the  immediate  representatives  of  the  people, 
chosen  for  that  sole  purpose,  should  pass  upon  it,  but  in  the 
case  of  amendments  that  is  not  necessary.  In  the  resolu- 
tion proposing  an  amendment,  Congress  always  designates 
that  the  ratifications  shall  be  had  by  the  Legislatures  of 
the  States. 

606.  Limitations  of  the  Povrer  of  Amendment. — 
The  Convention  provided  that  no  amendment  should  be 
made  previous  to  iSoS  changing  the  conclusions  that  it  had 
reached  with  so  much  difficulty  in  relation  to  the  slave 
trade  and  direct  taxes.  The  other  limitation  was  far  more 
importai^t  than  these  two.  No  State,  without  its  consent, 
can  be  deprived  of  its  equal  sufirage  in  the  Senate.     Ap- 
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patently,  this  limitation  puts  this  feature  of  the  National 
system  beyond  the  possibility  of  change ;  it  is  the  most  per- 
manent part  of  the  Constitution. 

607.  Form  of  Amendments.— When  the  first  amendments  that 
were  proposed  were  nnder  discussion  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
in  1789,  there  sprang  up  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  form  which 
they  should  take.  It  was  first  proposed  to  insert  them  in  the  body  of 
the  Constitution  in  the  natural  places,  but  it  was  finally  decided  to 
add  them  as  supplements.  The  form  of  proposal  then  adopted  has 
since  been  followed,  viz.:  "Resolved,  .  .  .  That  the  following 
Articles  be  proposed  as  amendments  to  the  Constitution,  and  when 
ratified  by  three-fourths  of  the  State  Legislatures  shall  become  valid 
to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  part  of  the  same." 


CHAPTER  XI,IV. 

THE  SUPREMACY  OF  THE  UNION. 


Clause  r. — All  debts  oontracted  and  engagements  entered  into, 
before  the  adoptiou  of  this  Constitution,  sliall  be  as  valid  against  the 
United  States  under  this  Constitution  as  under  the  Confederation. 

608.  Validity  of  the  Public  Debt. — In  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  war  against  England,  the  Confederation  had 
contracted  a  large  public  debt,  partly  domestic  and  partly 
foreign.  While  this  debt  would  be  as  binding  in  morals  and 
in  international  law  against  the  new  Government  as  against 
the  old  one,  since  the  change  in  no  way  affected  the  iden- 
tity of  the  American  people  or  the  continuity  of  the  National 
life,  at  the  same  time  a  formal  assertion  of  its  validity  in 
the  organic  law  could  not  fail  to  give  confidence,  particu- 
larly in  those  countries  where  the  foreign  debt  was  held, 

609.  Weak  Point  in  a  Federal  System. —  This  is 
always  the  relation  of  the  local  governments  to  the  general 
government.  It  is  the  problem  of  securing  at  once  both 
local  freedom  and  independence,  and  national  union  and 
strength.  The  states  are  equal  in  rank,  but  if  the  national 
authority  stands  on  the  same  level,  the  union  exists  only  in 
name.  If  the  system  is  efficient  and  permanent,  the  na- 
tional jurisdiction  must  therefore  be  paramount.  This  point 
the  Constitution  protects  by  the  following  clauses  : 

Clauses.— This  Constitution,  and  the  laws  of  the  United  Slates 

which  shall  be  made  in  pursuance  thereof,  and  all  treaties  made,  or 

which  shall  be  made,  under  the  authority  of  the  Uuited  States,  shall 

be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land  ;  and  the  judges  in  every  State  shall 

C3U) 
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be  bound  thereby,  anything  in  the  Constitution  or  laws  of  any  Stale 
to  the  contrary  not  withstanding. 

Clause  3. — The  Senators  and  Representatives  before  mentioned, 
and  the  members  of  the  several  Slate  Legislatures,  and  all  executive 
and  judicial  officers,  both  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  several 
States,  shall  be  bound  by  oalh,  or  a£5ruialioii,  to  support  this  Consti- 
tution ;  but  no  religious  test  shall  ever  be  required  as  a  qualification 
to  any  office  or  public  trust  under  the  United  States. 

610.  The  Supreme  Law. — No  declaration  could  be 
more  distinct  and  emphatic  than  the  first  of  these  clauses, 
that  the  National  Constitution,  laws,  and  treaties  are  the 
supreme  law  of  the  land.  It  makes  this  Constitution  and 
these  laws  and  treaties  the  paramount  part  of  the  State  con- 
stitutions and  governments.  But  the  Federal  Convention, 
not  content  with  this  declaration,  provided  practical  safe- 
guards of  the  strongest  character. 

611.  State  Judges  Bound.— The  judges  in  every  StPte 
are  bound  by  the  National  Constitution,  laws,  and  treaties, 
no  matter  what  the  constitutions  and  laws  of  their  particu- 
lar States  may  contain.  All  State  officers  are  required  to 
take  an  oath  to  that  effect  ;  but  there  is  peculiar  propriety 
in  singling  out  the  judges,  since  they  construe  and  declare 
the  law,  and  so  give  effect  to  it  by  their  judgmenli  and 
orders.  In  every  instance  in  which  a  State  judge  finds  the 
State  law  in  conflict  with  the  National  law,  he  must  disre- 
gard the  State  and  declare  for  the  Union.  Furthermore, 
he  is  bound  by  the  decisions  of  the  National  courts  in 
respect  to  the  National  Constitution  and  laws,  and  in 
respect  to  the  State  constitution  and  laws  in  so  far  as 
these  involve  Federal  questions.  This  provision  tends  to 
secure  a  consistent  and  uniform  jurisprudence,  as  well  as  to 
maintain  the  supremacy  of  the  National  authority. 

612.  The  Oath  Prescribed. — The  first  law  enacted  by  Congress 
under  the  Coustitution  was  one  prescribing  the  oath  to  be  taken  by 
National  and  State  officers.  In  1S62  a  very  stringent  oath,  popularly 
called  the  "iron-clad  oath,"  was  prescribed  for  all  officers  uuder  the 
General  Government,  including  Senators  and  Representatives.  This 
act  was  applied  in  1865  to  attorneys  practicing  in  the  National  courts. 
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but  the  provision  was  declared  unconstitutiona!  by  the  Supreme 
Court  iu  1866. '  The  act  of  1862  has  since  been  repealed.  The  oath 
of  1789  is:  "I,  A  B,  do  solemnly  swear,  or  affirm  (as  the  case  may 
be),  that  I  will  support  the  Constitution  of  tbe  United  States." 

613.  Limit  of  the  National  Supremacy.— The  su- 
premacy of  the  Union  is  limited  to  those  powers  and  func- 
tions that  are  delegated  to  it  by  the  Constitution.  Within 
this  sphere,  it  is  all  powerful ;  bej'ond  this  sphere,  it  has 
no  power  whatever.  The  laws  enacted  by  Congress  are 
supreme  so  long  as  they  are  in  force  ;  when  they  are 
declared  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  by  the  proper  au- 
thority, they  are  null  and  void, 

614.  No  Religious  Test.^Govemments  having  state 
churches  have  often  required  religious  qualifications  for 
holding  offices  or  public  trusts.  The  Kuglish  Test  and 
Corporate  Act,  passed  in  1675,  which  included  among  its 
qualifications  for  entering  on  any  municipal  office  a  recep- 
tion of  the  communion  accorditag  to  the  rites  of  the  Angli- 
can Church,  was  not  repealed  until  1828.  Jews  were  not 
allowed  to  sit  in  the  House  of  Commons  until  1858.  The 
Lord  Chancellor  even  now  must  be  a.  Protestant.  Similar 
tests  were  common  in  the  Colonies,  and  have  also  existed 
in  the  States.  It  was  not  until  1877  ^^^^^  New  Hampshire 
struck  from  her  constitution  clauses  requiring  her  Gov- 
ernor and  legislators  to  be  adherents  of  the  Protestant 
religion.  The  National  Constitution  makes  religion  an 
individual,  and  not  a  political  matter,  by  establishing  the 
widest  tolerance.  However,  this  rule  has  no  application  to 
the  States.  The  Supreme  Court  has  said ;  "The  Constitu- 
tion makes  no  provision  for  protecting  the  citizens  of  the 
respective  States  in  their  religious  liberties  ;  this  is  left  to 
the  State  constitutions  and  laws ;  nor  is  there  any  inhibi- 
tion imposed  by  the  Constitution  ol  the  United  States  in  this 
respect  on  the  States."" 


CHAPTER  XLV. 
THEORIES  OP  THE  UNION  ;  THE  CIVIL  WAR. 

Mention  has  been  made  more  than  once  in  these  pages 
of  conflicting  theories  of  the  Union  and  the  Constitution, 
The  Strict -construction  and  Loose-construction  schools 
have  their  favorite  theories  and  phrases.  To  some  extent, 
these  controversies  relate  to  names  and  words  rather  than 
to  facts  and  ideas,  but  by  no  means  wholly  so.  Two  main 
lines  of  divergent  thought  can  be  followed  from  the  very 
beginning  of  our  present  government. 

615.  State  Sovereignty.— The  theory  of  State  sovereignty  as- 
signs to  the  State  a  paramount  authority.  It  may  be  thus  summed 
up :  The  Declaration  of  ludepeadence  wag  the  work  of  thirteen  peo- 
ples, and  cot  of  one  people.  It  made  the  States  as  iudepeudent  of 
oue  another  as  of  England.  The  Confederation  was  the  work  of 
States  as  States,  and  so  was  the  Constitution,  It  was  framed  by 
State  delegates,  ratified  by  State  conventions,  and  created  a  govern- 
ment of  expressly  delegated  powers.  The  States  are  therefore  Bover- 
eigns;  tlte  citizen  owes  allegiance  first  to  his  State,  and  to  tlie  Union 
only  so  long  as  the  State  remains  ia  the  Union.  Tile  United  States 
are  not  a  nation  in  the  sense  that  England  or  France  is  a  natiou,  but 
a  confederation  or  league.  A  State  has  the  same  right  to  recall  the 
powers  that  it  has  delegated  to  the  United  States  that  it  had  to  dele- 
gate them  originally.  It  is  as  free  to  secede  from  the  Union  as  it  was 
to  accede  to  it  in  the  first  place.  Of  the  time  and  reason  for  such 
secession,  the  State  is  the  abwlute  judge.  Furthermore,  if  a  State 
sees  fit  to  exercise  the  right  of  secession,  the  Union  has  no  legal  or 
constitutional  power  of  coercion.  Such  is  the  full-blown  theory  of 
State  sovereignty ;  there  is  a  milder  one  that  we  are  not  called  upon 
to  state. 

616.  Secession  of  the  Eleven  States, — State  sovereignty  obtained 
general  currency  in  the  Southern  States  before  the  Civil  War.  Ac- 
cordingly, when  the  election  of  President  LincolD,  as  they  thought, 
endangered  their  rights  in  the  Union,  eleven  States  seceded  from  the 

(34^1 
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Union.'  Such  opposition  aa  these  acta  of  secesaion  encountered 
within  the  States,  was  made  mainly  on  the  ground  of  ezpediencj; 
few  men  ventured  to  deny  the  doctrine  of  State  sovereignty.  The 
ordinances  of  secession  were  enacted  in  most  cases  by  State  conven- 
tions, and  but  few  of  them  were  submitted  to  the  people  for  tlieir 
ratification.  The  South  Carolina  ordinance  may  be  taken  as  an  ex- 
ample. It  simply  professed  to  undo  what  had  been  done  seventy- 
two  years  before. 

"We,  the  people  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  in  convention 
assembled,  do  declare  and  ordain,  and  it  is  hereby  declared  and  or- 
dained, that  the  ordinance  adopted  by  us  in  convention,  on  the  23d  of 
May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  17SS,  whereby  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  was  ratified,  and  all  other  acts  and  parts  of  acts  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  this  State  ratifying  amendments  of  the  said 
Constitation,  are  hereby  repealed :  and  that  the  Union  now  subsisting 
between  South  Carolina  and  other  States,  under  the  name  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  is  hereby  dissolved." 

The  seceding  States  did  not  admit  secession  to  he  aa  act  of  revo- 
.  lution,  like  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  but  asserted  it  to  be  a 
constitutional  act.  How  naturally  it  sprang  from  the  doctrine  of 
State  sovereignty,  is  apparent  at  a  glance. 

617,  The  National  Theory.— This  has  been  stated  in  forms  some- 
what different.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  statement  made 
by  Chief  Justice  Chase  in  delivering  the  judgment  of  the  Supreme 
Court  in  the  celebrated  case  of  Texas  ^.  White,  decided  in  1869.^ 

The  Union  of  the  States  is  not,  and  never  was,  a  purely  arbitrary 
and  artificial  relation.  It  grew  out  of  the  common  origin,  sympa- 
thies, principles,  interests,  and  geographical  relatious  of  the  Colonies. 
It  was  strengthened  by  the  necessities  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  and 
the  Articles  of  Confederation  solemnly  declared  it  to  be  perpetual. 
Moreover,  the  Constitution  was  expressly  ordained  to  form  a  more 
perfect  union.  But  the  perpetuity  and  indissolubility  of  the  Union 
by  no  means  implies  the  loss  of  distinct  and  individual  State  exist- 
ence, or  of  the  right  of  self-government  by  the  States.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  preservation  of  the  States  and  the  maintenance  of  their 
governments  are  as  much  within  the  design  and  care  of  the  Constitu- 
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tioD  as  the  preservation  of  the  Union  and  the  maintenance  of  the 
National  Government.  The  Coustitution,  in  all  its  provisions,  looks 
to  an  indestructible  Uuion  composed  of  indestructible  States.  On 
becoming  a  member  of  the  Union,  any  new  Stale  enters  into  an  indis- 
soluble relation.  The  uuioa  between  such  State  and  tlie  other  States 
is  as  complete,  as  perpetual,  and  as  indissoluble  as  the  union  between 
the  original  States.  There  is  uo  place  for  recousideratiou  or  revoca- 
tion, except  through  revolution  or  the  consent  of  the  Slates. 

6i8.     SUtus   of  Seceding  States  During  the   Rebellion.— While 

the  National  Government  was  engaged  in  prosecuting  the  Civil 
War,  and  still  more  when  the  time  came  to  reconstruct  the  South- 
em  States,  there  arose  wide  differences  of  opinion  as  to  the  rela- 
tions of  these  States  to  tlie  Union.  Congress  never  gave  its  sanction 
to  any  particular  theory,  but  in  tlie  Reconstruction  Acts,  enacted 
over  the  President's  vetoes  in  March,  1867,  it  laid  iJown  the  conditions 
upon  which  the  seceding  States  could  be  restored  to  their  normal  re- 
lations, and  be  admitted  to  representation  in  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress. In  accordance  with  these  acts,  and  subsequent  supplementary 
n  was  effected. 


619.  Supreme  Court  View,— la  the  case  of  Texas  v.  White  the 
Court  defines  its  view  of  secession  substantially  as  follows ; 

Constitutionally  considered,  the  ordinances  of  secession,  and  all 
the  acts  of  the  Legislatures  intended  to  give  these  effect,  were  abso- 
lutely null  and  void.  But  these  States  did  not  cease  to  be  States, 
nor  their  citizens  to  be  citizens  of  the  Unioa.  During  the  Rebellion, 
they  had  no  governments  in  the  sense  of  the  Constitution.  The 
so  called  governments  were  usurping  governments,  organized  to 
carry  on  war  against  the  United  States.  It  was  necessary  that  the 
governments  and  the  people  of  these  States  should  be  restored  to 
peaceful  relations  to  the  United  States,  under  the  Constitution,  be- 
fore they  could  claim  the  rights  of  States.  The  power  to  suppress 
insurrection  and  to  carry  on  war,  conferred  by  the  Constitution,  gave 
the  Nation  authority  to  suppress  the  Rebellion  ;  and  the  power  to 
guarantee  to  every  State  a  republican  form  of  government,  also  con- 
ferred, gave  it  authority  to  provide  for  the  reestablish  me  ut  of  legal 
State  governments  in  the  room  of  those  that  had  been  subverted  and 
overthrown.  This  guarantee  it  was  the  duty  and  right  of  Congress 
to  carry  out.  The  power  conferred  by  the  guarantee  clause,  like 
other  powers,  carries  with  it  a  discretion  as  to  the  manner  of  its  ex. 
erciae.  The  governments  organized  in  these  States  under  the  Recon- 
struction Acts  are  the  constitutional  governments  of  the  seceding 
States.  They  are  restored  S'.ate  governments,  organized  in  allegiance 
to  the  Union  for  the  benefit  of  the  States. 


THEORIES  OF  THE  UNION  :  THE  CIVIL  WAR. 


349 


6zo.  The  Antagonistic  Theories.'— The  theories  of  the  Union 
described  above  were  many  years  in  course  of  rormation.  The  early 
Strict- construction  statesmen,  who  held  the  milder  form  of  State 
sovereignty,  contributed  important  ideas  to  the  formation  of  the 
stronger  form  ;  hut  it  was  John  C.  Calhouu,  more  than  any  other 
man,  who  completed  that  theory  and  gave  it  currency.  The  National 
theory  was  mainly  the  work  of  Hamilton,  Marshall,  Story,  and  Web- 
ster. The  Civil  War  was  hut  the  clash  of  these  oppo5ing  theories  ; 
and  the  Supreme  Court,  in  Texas  v.  White,  merely  summed  up  the 
results  of  the  appeal  to  the  Court  of  War.  The  adjustment  of  the 
particular  and  general  elements  in  our  system  is  still  the  subject  of 
discussion,  and  it  will  remain  such  as  long  as  the  Federal  system 
stands  ;  but  it  is  not  easy  ti  imagine  a  state  of  affairs  as  actually  ex- 
isting that  could  revive  the  old  tlieory  of  Slate  sovereignty.  For 
example,  the  State  of  Mississippi  has  inserted  this  article  in  her  bill 
of  rights,  adopted  in  1890:  "The  right  to  withdraw  from  the  Fed- 
eral Union  on  account  of  any  real  or  supposed  grievance,  shall  never 
be  assumed  hy  this  State,  nor  shall  any  law  be  passed  in  derogation 
of  the  permanent  allegiance  of  tlie  clti^.ens  of  this  State  to  the  Gov- 
Ltof  the  United  States." 
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served  to  them  in  tlie  Union  by  the  Constitution,  uo  one  of  them  ever 
Ikcd  a  State  out  of  ttie  Union.  The  original  ones  passed  Into  Ibe  Union 
fore  they  cast  ofl  their  British  colonial  dependence ;  and  the  new  ones  a 
the  Union  directlj  from  the  condition  of  dcpeudeoce.  eicepting  Tei. 
even  Texas  in  lis  temporary  independence  was  never  designated  a  Ste 
newonea  only  took  the  designati;in  of  States  oa  coming  into  the  Unit 
that  name  was  fitst  adapted  by  the  old  ones  in  and  by  the  Declaration 
pendence.  Therein  the  United  Colonies  were  declared  to  lie  free  andinde 
States  ;  bnt  even  then  the  object  plainly  was  not  to  decUre  their  in.lef 
of  oneano-her,  or  ofihe  Union,  but  directly  the  contrary.as  their  mutua: 
and  their  mu'.ual  action  before,  at  the  lime,  and  afterwards  abundant: 
....  The  Union  la  older  than  any  of  the  States,  and  in  fHct  it  created 
States.  Originally  som;  dependent  coljnieamnde  the  Union  ;  and,  in  \ 
Union  threw  off  their  old  dependence  for  them  and  made  them  Stales 
they  are.  Not  one  rf  them  ever  had  ■  State  const itntion  Independen 
Union." 
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CHAPTER  XLVI. 

RATIFICATION  OF  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Artici^  VII, 

The  ratification  of  the  conventions  of  nine  States  shall  be  suffi- 
cient for  tUc  establishment  of  this  Constitntion  between  the  States  so 
ratifying  the  same. 

621.  Reasons  for  this  Article. — No  amendment  could 
be  made  to  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  unless  proposed  by 
Congress  and  ratified  by  the  Legislatures  of  all  the  States 
But  the  Convention  that  Congress  called  to  its  assistance 
in  1787,  solely  and  expressly  to  revise  the  Articles  of 
Confederation,  and  report  such  alterations  and  provisions 
therein  as  should,  when  approved  by  Congress  and  ratified 
by  the  Slates,  render  them  adequate  to  the  exigencies  of 
government  and  the  preservation  of  the  Union,  at  once 
abandoned  this  plan,  and  took  up  the  task  of  framing  a  new 
constitution.  In  this  way  the  rules  requiring  the  agreement 
of  Congress  to  the  Constitution,  and  a  unanimous  ratifica- 
tion, were  avoided,  A  new  constitution  could  prescribe  its 
own  rule  of  ratification.  The  Convention  fixed  upon  nine 
States,  the  number  required  by  the  Articles  for  transacting 
busiuess  of  first-class  importance.  Had  the  agreement  of 
Congress  and  a  unanimous  vote  of  the  States  been  neces- 
sary, the  Constitution  would  never  have  been  adopted. 
Still,  the  course  taken  in  1787  was  in  effect  revolutionary, 
since  it  disregarded  the  provisions  of  the  constitution 
already  in  force, 

622.  Status  of  States  not  Ratifying.— What  would 
have  been  the  status  of  States  permanently  refusing  to  rat- 
ify the  Constitution?  While  the  Constitution  was  under 
consideration,  little  was  said  about  this  delicate  questiou. 
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The  policy  was,  by  argument  and  persuasion,  to  secure  a 
unanimous  ratification,  if  possible,  and  this  policy  fortu- 
nately proved  successful. 

It  has  been  held  that  if  Rhode  Island  and  North  Carolina  had 
persisted  in  their  first  refusal  to  ratify,  Ihey  would  have  become  for- 
eign nations.  Practically  this  is  an  impossible  view.  Those  States 
belonged  to  the  Union  that  was  formed  in  1775;  they  had  participated 
iu  thewar  of  independence;  the  public  debt  was  iu  part  their  burden; 
they  held  important  territorial  positions  in  the  dominion  surrendered 
by  Great  Britain  in  1783.  These  facts  precluded  their  being  per- 
mitted to  set  up  for  themselves  as  independent  nations.  The  logic 
of  events  compelled  them  to  share  Ihe  fortunes  of  their  sister  States. 
Congress  began  to  give  attention  to  these  States  soon  after  the  Houses 
were  orgauized  in  17S9.  Ships  belonging  to  their  citizens  were 
exempted  from  paying  the  duties  levied  on  foreign  ships,  and  Rhode 
Island  asked  for  such  an  esemptiou.  This  was  an  implied  acknowl- 
edgment on  her  part,  as  well  as  an  assertion  on  the  part  of  Congress, 
that  Rhode  Island  was  still  one  of  the  United  States.  In  May,  I790i 
the  Senate  passed  a  bill  forbidding  commercial  intercourse  between 
that  State  and  other  States,  and  calling  upon  her  for  her  share  of  the 
expenses  of  the  war  ;  the  House  delayed  action,  to  see  what  the  State 
convention  that  had  been  called  would  do.  Had  it  been  necessary, 
compulsion  would  no  doubt  have  been  ultimately  employed  against 
Rhode  Island  and  North  Carolina.  Happily,  their  ratifications  made 
this  unnecessary. 


CHAPTER  XLVII. 

the  bill  of  rights. 

Amendments  I.-X. 

The  several  propositions  relating  to  amending  the  Com- 

stitulion  before  it  should  go  into  operation,  have  been  stated 

in  Chapter  X.     Also  the   plan  adopted  by  its  friends  in 

Massachusetts,  and  in  some  other  Scales,  for  effecting  its 

ratification,   which   pledged   them    to  favor    amendments 

deemed  necessary  when  the  time  came, 

623.  Ten  Amendments  Made. — When  Congress,  at 
its  first  session,  took  up  the  subject,  it  was  found  that  Mas- 
sachusetts had  proposed  9  amendments,  South  Carolina  4, 
North  Carolina  26,  Virginia  20,  New  York  32,  and  New 
Hampshire  12;  that  minorities  of  the  Pennsylvania  and 
Maryland  conventions  had  proposed  14  and  28  respectively; 
that  Virginia  had  proposed  a  bill  of  rights  containing  20 
articles,  and  New  York  one  of  24,— the  whole  making  a 
total  of  189  items.  Many  of  them  were  repetitions,  but 
there  was  still  a  large  number  of  independent  propositions. 
Twelve  amendments,  most  of  them  selected  from  this  mass, 
received  a  two-thirds  vote  of  each  House,  and  were  sent 
to  the  State  Legislatures  for  their  action.  Ten  of  the 
twelve  received  the  required  number  of  ratifications,  and 
were  declared  to  be  in  force,  December  15,  1791. 

Article  L— Congress  shall  make  no  law  respectiuH  »"  establish- 
ment of  religion,  or  prohibiting  the  free  exercise  tbereof ;  or  abridg- 
ing the  freedom  of  speech  or  of  the  press,  or  the  ri;^ht  of  the  people 
peaceably  to  assemble,  and  to  petition  the  Government  for  a  redress 
of  grievances. 

624.  No  State  Church,  Etc. — Congress  has  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  churchesor  with  religion  as  such.  An 
absolute  separation  of  Church  and  State  is  one  of  the  char- 
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acteristic  features  of  our  Constitutiou.  Then  freedom  of 
speech,  and  of  the  press  is  another  characteristic  feature. 
It  is  to  be  observed,  however,  that  tliese  phrases  are  of 
necessity  general  and  indefinite.  Whetlier  one  has  a  right 
to  utter  his  tlioughts,  depends  on  times  and  places,  as  well 
as  on  the  thoughts  themselves.  The  freedom  of  the  plat- 
form or  market-place  cannot  be  tolerated  iu  a  garrison  or 
camp.  Words  that  are  harmless  or  beneficial  in  time  of 
peace,  may  be  injurious  in  time  of  war.  Mr.  Hamilton 
said  the  liberty  of  the  press  could  not  be  regulated  by 
phrases  or  declarations,  but  "must  depend  altogether  on 
public  opinion,  and  on  the  general  spirit  of  the  people  and 
of  the  government."  '  The  right  to  ask  that  grievances 
be  redressed,  or  the  right  of  petition  as  it  is  called,  is  found 
in  the  old  E'.igHsh  charters  ;  the  Colonists  brought  it  with 
them  from  the  old  home  ;  their  descendants  put  it  in  the 
first  State  constitutions,  and  naturally  desired  to  see  it  in- 
corporated in  the  National  Constitution. 

624  a.  Sedition  Law. — This  law  enacted  in  1798  forbade,  under 
the  penalty  of  a  fine  of  not  more  than  Jj.ooo  and  imprisonment  of 
not  more  than  two  years,  the  publication  or  printing  of  any  false, 
scandalous,  and  malicious  writings  of  any  sort  against  Ihe  Govern- 
ment of  tlie  United  States,  either  House  of  Congress,  or  the  President, 
with  intent  to  defame  them,  or  to  bring  them  into  contempt,  or  lo 
stir  up  seditions,  or  to  encourage  unlawful  combinations  against  the 
Government,  etc.  It  was  strongly  opposed  at  the  time  as  an  abridg- 
meul  of  the  liberty  of  speech  and  of  the  press,  and  it  expired  by 
limitation  in  iSor. 

Article  n.  -  A  well  regulated  militia  being  necessary  to  the  se- 
curity of  a  free  Stale,  the  right  of  the  people  to  keep  and  bear  arms 
shall  not  be  infriuged. 

625.  Right  to  Bear  Arms — Despotic  rulers  have  gen- 
erally been  unfriendly  to  a  citizen  soldiery,  rather  preferring 
to  rely  upon  regular  troops.  The  friends  of  liberty,  on  the 
other  hand,  have  commonly  been  unfriendly  to  large  stand- 
ing armies,  and  finally  to  a  citizen  soldiery.  One  of  the 
charges  made  against  the  King  in  the  Declaration  of  lude- 
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pendence  was,  that  he  had  quartered  large  bodies  of  aimed 
troops  among  the  people.  To  deny  the  people  the  right  of 
bearing  arms,  or  even  of  having  them  iu  their  possession,  is 
one  of  the  steps  commonly  taken  by  rulers  seeking  to  estab- 
lish or  maintain  arbitrary  government.  This  Article  throws 
the  safeguard  of  the  Constitution  around  the  militia  of  the 
States. 

Article  III. — No  Boldier  shall,  in  time  of  peace,  be  quartered  in 
any  house  without  the  couseut  of  the  owner,  nor  in  lime  of  war,  but 
in  a  manoer  to  be  prescribed  by  law. 

Sa6.  No  Billeting  of  Soldiers. — The  objects  of  billet- 
ing soldiers  upon  the  people,  as  it  was  formerly  called  in 
England,  were  to  compel  those  in  whose  houses  they  were 
billeted  to  support  them,  and  at  the  .same  time  to  overawe 
and  intimidate  them  and  their  neighbors. 

Article  IV.— The  right  of  the  people  to  be  sedure  in  their  persons, 
houses,  papers,  and  effects  against  unreasonable  searches  and  seizures, 
shall  not  be  violated,  aud  no  warrant  shall  issue  but  upon  probable 
cause,  supported  by  oath  or  affirmation,  and  particularly  describing 
the  place  to  be  searched,  and  the  persons  or  things  to  be  seized. 

627.  Freedom  from  Searches,  Etc. —  Protection 
against  unreasonable  searches  and  seizures,  the  Knglish 
people  had,  through  great  effort  and  sacrifice,  extorted  from 
royal  power.  The  maxim,  "every  man's  house  is  his  cas- 
tle," was  thoroughly  grounded  in  the  English  constitution. 
The  American  Colonists  brought  this  immunity  with  them 
from  the  Mother  Country;  they  cherished  and  protected  it 
iintil  the  Revolutionary  period,  when  they  incorporated 
it  in  their  State  constitutions,  and  naturally  desired  to  see 
it  placed  in  the  National  Constitution. 

[Articles  v.,  VI.,  VII.,  and  VIII,  have  been  discussed 
in  the  chapters  relating  to  the  Judicial  department.] 

Article  IX. — The  enumeration  in  the  Constitution  of  certain 
rights,  shall  not  be  construed  to  deny  or  disparage  others  retained  by 
the  people. 

628.  The  Enumeration  of  Rights. — The  Constitu- 
tion and  Amendments  expressly  enumerate  certain  rig^hts 
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as  reserved  or  retained  by  the  people.  Amendmeuts  I., 
11.,  III.,  and  IV.  are  examples.  The  force  of  this  Article 
is,  that  the  particular  enumeration  of  such  rights  shall  not 
in  any  way  be  construed  as  meaning  that  other  rights  not 
so  enumerated,  are  surrendered  or  in  any  way  impaired. 

Article  X. — The  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States  by 
the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to 
the  States  respectively,  or  to  the  people, 

639.  Powers  Not  Delegated — As  shown  in  Chaps. 
XII.  and  XXV.,  this  Article  is  a  formal  statement  of  the 
theory  on  which  the  National  Constitution  was  framed,  viz. , 
a  government  of  delegated  powers.  When  it  was  under 
consideration  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  two  motions 
were  made  to  insert  the  word  ' '  expressly  "  before  delegated, 
but  both  failed,  showing  conclusively  that  the  House 
was  unwilling  to  sanction  the  doctrine  of  express  delega- 
tion, or  to  deny  implied  delegation, 

630.  Amendments  I.-X.  a  Bill  of  Rights.— The 
foregoing  amendments  were  proposed  luainlj'  with  refer- 
ence to  the  controversy  about  a  bill  of  rights  ;  they  are  a 
bill  of  rights  de  facto,  although  not  so  called.  Some  said 
at  the  time  that  they  were  of  no  value,  since  they  secured 
rights  never  endangered.  They  satisfied,  however,  a  pop- 
ular demand,  and  several  of  them  have  proved  practical 
restraints  ou  the  Federal  Government.  We  are  so  little 
familiar  with  the  acts  prohibited,  as  the  abridgment  of 
the  freedom  of  speech,  establishments  of  religion,  the  quar- 
tering of  soldiers  in  private  houses,  etc.,  that  we  but  poorly 
appreciate  at  what  cost  these  immunities  were  originally 
obtained  by  our  English  ancestors.  The  men  of  17S9,  who 
had  themselves  passed  through  a  struggle  with  arbitrary 
power,  had  a  more  vivid  conception  of  their  value. 

631.  Application  of  the  Amendments. — It  has 
sometimes  been  contended  that  several  of  these  amend- 
ments apply  to  the  States  as  well  as  the  Nation.  For  ex- 
ample, it  has  been  said  that  the  Fifth  Amendment  extends 
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to  all  judicial  tribunals  in  the  United  States,  whether  con- 
stituted by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  or  the  States 
individually.  This  view  is  incorrect.  Chief  Justice  liar- 
shall  said  of  all  the  amendments  made  up  to  1832,  that  they 
*' contain  no  expression  indicating  an  intention  to  apply 
them  to  State  governments."  And  Chief  Justice  Chase 
held  in  1868,  that  the  Fifth  and  Sixth  "were  not  designed 
as  limits  upon  the  State  governments  in  reference  to  their 
own  citizens,  but  exclusively  as  restrictions  upon  Federal 
power.'*  * 

[Article  XI. — This  Article  has  been  quoted  and  dis- 
cussd  in  dealing  with  the  Judiciary. 

Article  XII. — ^This  Article  has  been  considered  in  connec- 
tion with  the  election  of  the  President  and  Vice-President.] 

1  Twitchell  v.  the  Commonwealth,  7  Wallace  521. 


CHAPTER  XLVIII. 

SLAVERY  AND  RECONSTRUCTION. 
Amendments  XIII.-XV. 

632.  Slavery,  North  and  South. — Under  tlie  Constitution,  slavery 
continued  to  deeliae  at  the  North  until  it  came  to  an  end  without 
shock  or  violence.  In  1787  it  was  generally  expected  that  such  would 
be  the  result  at  the  South  also  at  no  distant  day,  but  new  causes  gave 
to  history  a  wholly  different  direction.  In  course  of  time,  the  whole 
industrial  system  of  the  South  was  adjusted  to  slavery  as  a  center, 
which  was  followed,  somewhat  later,  by  the  adjustment  of  politics  to 
the  same  center. 

633.  Free  and  Slave  States. — The  question  whether  the  virgin 
lands  beyond  the  Alleghany  Mountains  should  he  devoted  to  slave 
labor  or  to  free  labor,  was  raised  as  early  as  1784.  In  1787  Congress 
prohibited  slavery  throughout  the  Northwest  Territory  forever;  but 
when  organizing  the  Southwest  Territory,  in  1792,  refused  to  apply 
the  same  principle  to  the  region  now  comprised  in  the  States  of  Ala- 
bama and  Mississippi.  At  first  there  were  seven  Northern  and  sii 
Southern  States.  Moreover,  physical  causes  and  the  desire  of  states- 
men to  preserve  what  they  called  the  "  balance  of  the  Constitution  " 
tended  to  keep  the  numbers  of  free  and  slave  States  equal.  In  tSig 
the  balance  was  perfect,  11  to  11 ;  moreover,  up  to  that  time  slavery 
had  not  become  a  political,  or  at  least  a  sectioual,  question. 

634.  The  Missouri  Compromise, — The  feeling  that  no  more  slave 
States  should  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  declared  itself  when  Mis- 
souri applied  for  admission  in  1S18.  The  Missouri  Compromise  of 
iSao  embraced  two  main  features  ;  the  admission  of  Missouri  as  a 
slave  State,  and  the  enacting  of  the  following  prohibition:  "That 
ia  all  that  territory  ceded  by  France  to  the  United  States  unOer  the 
name  of  I,ouisiana,  which  lies  North  of  36"  ■,  ■  l^ 
excepting  only  such  part  thereof  as  is  withiu  .'.  ^ 
contemplated  by  this  act,  slavery  and  involuni 

wise  than  in  the  punishment  of  crime,  whereof  : ': 
been  duly  convicted,  shall  be,  and  is,  hereby  i^i^vcr  (,-i 
635,    The  Admission  of  Texas. -Ai!:-   .n-  rh-- ] 
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nificance  of  the  names  North  and  South  became  more  definite.  The 
admisalon  of  Maine  to  the  Union  in  i8ao  balanced  the  admission  of 
Missouri  in  iSsi.  Arkansas  balanced  Michigan.  Florida  gave  the 
South  the  preponderance.  But  territory  available  for  slave  States 
n  used  up  ;  nothing  remained  south  of  the  parallel  36"  30'  but 
the  Indian  Territory,  which  had  already  been  dedicated  to  the 
Indian  tribes.  At  the  North,  Iowa  andWiscousin  were  on  the  thresh- 
old of  Statehood;  while  southwest  and  west  of  those  States,  lay  the 
great  region  out  of  which  numerous  States  have  since  been  carved. 
Tills  state  of  things  Southern  statesmen  strove  to  meet  by  securing 
the  admission  of  Teias  to  the  Union  in  1845. 

636.  The  Mexican  Annexations  and  Wilmot  Proviso.— The 
annexation  of  Texas  was  shortly  followed  by  the  Mexican  War, 
which  closed  in  1S4S  with  a  large  annexation  of  Mexican  territory. 
Again,  in  1853,  a  second,  though  much  smaller,  aiuiexdtninwas  made, 
Before  the  war  closed,  the  following  proposition  was  offered  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  ; 

"  Provided  that,  as  an  express  and  fundamental  condition  to  the 
acquisition  of  any  territory  from  the  Republic  of  Mexico  by  the 
United  States,  by  virtue  of  any  treaty  which  may  be  negotiated 
between  them,  and  to  the  use  by  the  Executive  of  moneys  herein 
appropriated,  neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude  shall  ever 
exist  in  any  part  of  said  territory,  except  for  crime,  whereof  the  party 
shall  be  first  duly  convicted." 

This  proposition  is  known  as  the  Wilmot  proviso,  from  Mr,  David 
Wilmot,  of  Pennsylvania,  who  offered  it.  Mexico  had  abolished 
slavery  ;  and  those  who  favored  this  proviso,  as  the  majority  of  the 
Northern  people  did,  desired  to  perpetuate  the  act  so  far  as  any 
Mexican  territory  coming  to  the  United  States  was  concerned.  It 
failed,  however,  of  adoption. 

637.  The  Compromise  ot  1850. — Almost  at  once  it  became 
necessary  to  deal  with  the  territory  acquired  iu  1848.  This  was 
done,  for  the  time,  by  the  adoption  of  a  series  of  measures  known 
together  as  the  Compromises  of  1850,  of  which  these  are  the  chief 
ones  ;  The  admission  of  California  to  the  Union  as  a  free  State  ;  the 
enacting  of  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law  ;  the  understanding  that  new 
States,  in  the  future,  might  be  carved  out  of  Texas,  to  be  free  or  slave 
as  their  inhabitants  should  decide;  the  prohibition  of  the  slave-trade, 
but  not  of  slavery,  in  the  District  of  Columbia ;  the  payment  to 
Texas  of  Jro,DOo,ooo  for  so  much  of  the  present  territory  of  New 
Mexico  as  lies  east  of  the  Rio  Grande,  which  she  claimed  ;  and  the 
organization  of  the  Territories  of  New  Mexico  and  Utah  without 
slavery  being  either  expressly  prohibited  or  permitted.  The  Com- 
promise of  1830  was  in  no  way  disturbed.     In  these  disputes  was 
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evolved  the  dogma  called  "popular  eovereignty,"  according  to 
which  the  queation  whether  there  should  be  slavery  in  any  Territory 
should  be  left  for  the  people  of  the  Territory  thereof  to  settle  for 
themselves, 

638.  North  and  South. — In  these  transactions  the  North  and  the 
South  did  not  act  as  units,  A  niimber  of  men  at  the  South  always 
opposed  the  aggressive  pro-slavery  policy  ;  a  still  larger  iiuniber  at 
the  North  opposed,  or  were  inditferent  to,  the  auti-slavery 
of  that  section.  Political  parties  had  never  been  organized  with  ref- 
erence to  slavery  ;  thus  the  issue  teuded  to  become  more  bitter  and 
more  sectional,  and  parties  and  politics  were  national  ouly  so  long  as 
slavery  was  kept  out  of  sight. 

639.  Repeal  of  the  Missouri  Compromise.— The  bill  for  organiz- 
ing the  Territories  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska,  approved  by  President 
Pierce,  May  30,  1S54,  declared  the  probibitioa  of  1830  "inoperative 
and  void,  being  inconsistent  with  the  principle  of  non-intervention 
by  Congress  with  slavery  iu  the  States  and  Territories,  as  recognized 
by  the  legislation  of  1850,  commonly  called  the  compromise  meas- 
ures," The  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  Kansas- Nebraska  Act 
was  also  declared  to  be  ;  "Not  to  legislate  slavery  into  any  Territory 
or  State,  nor  to  exclude  it  therefrom,  but  to  leave  the  people  thereof 
perfectly  free  to  form  and  regulate  their  domestic  institutions  in  their 
own  way,  subject  only  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States." 

640.  Position  of  Parties  in  1856.— The  new-formed  Republican 
party  disclaimed  any  iutention  of  interfering  with  slavery  in  the 
Stales  where  it  existed  ;  but  its  first  platform  denied  the  right  of  any 
authority,  whether  of  Congress  or  a  Territorial  government,  to  give 
legal  existence  to  slavery  iu  any  Territory  of  the  United  States,  and 
declared  also  that  the  Coustttntion  gave  Congress  sovereign  power 
over  the  Territories,  aud  that  it  was  both  the  right  and  duty  of  Con- 
gress in  exercising  this  power  to  prohibit  polygamy  and  slavery. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  Democratic  party  put  forth  in  1856  the  dec- 
laration, "  Non-interference  with  slavery  in  the  States  and  Territo- 
ries, or  in  the  District  of  Columbia."  Slavery  in  the  Territories  now 
became  the  great  political  issue.  Mr.  Buchauan,  the  Democratic 
candidate  for  President,  was  elected  on  this  issue  in  1856. 

641.  Dred  Scott  Decision.  ' — In  delivering  the  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Court  m  this  celebrated  case,  in  1857,  Chief  Justice  Taney 
denied  that  negroes  had  a  legal  existence  as  persons  in  the  United 
States,  or  that  they  could  sue  in  the  National  conrts.  He  denied, 
also,  that  Congress  had  supreme  control  over  the  Territori"- 
pronounced  the  Missouri  Compromise  of  [820 

1  Dred  Scott  v.  SBOdTord,  ii|  Howard  518. 
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tices  Mclvean  and  Curtis  disseated.  This  decision  greatly  tended  to 
intenaify  ttie  anti-stavery  Bentiment  of  the  North,  as  the  Fugitive 
Slave  Law  had  also  done. 

642.  Presidential  Election  of  i860.— In  this  canvass  the  Repub- 
lican party  stood  united  in  opposition  to  the  eitension  of  slavery. 
The  Democratic  party,  on  the  other  hand,  divided  on  the  true  intent 
and  meaning  of  the  non  interference  principle.  Both  the  Douglas 
and  the  Breclcenridge  wings  agreed  that  Cougress  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  domestic  institutions  of  the  Territories  and  States;  the  peo- 
ple themselves,  or  the  popular  sovereigns,  they  said,  must  decide 
such  questions.  But  when,  and  in  what  capacity,  should  the  people 
assert  their  power  ?  The  Breckenridge  platform  said  the  people  could 
exercise  it  only  when  forming  a.  constitution  for  admission  to  the 
Union,  and  that,  in  the  meantime,  all  citizens  of  the  United  Slates 
had  an  equal  right  to  settle  in  a  Territory  with  their  property  of  all 
kinds,  without  their  rights  of  person  or  property  being  destroyed  or 
injured  by  Congressional  or  Territorial  legislation.  The  Douglas 
platform  said,  whether  a  Territorial  Legislature  could  or  could  not 
prohibit  slavery  was  a  question  for  the  Supreme  Court  to  determine. 
The  result  of  the  election  was  that  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  Republican 
candidate,  received  iSo  electoral  votes  out  or  303,  and  was  declared 
duly  elected. 

Now  fallowed  the  secession  of  the  eleven  States,  as  related  in  a 
previous  chapter. 

G43.  Emancipation  Proclamation.— At  the  North,  slavery  was 
generally  cousidered  the  cause  of  the  Rebellion,  and  the  belief 
gained  ground,  as  time  went  on,  that  it  could  not  be  finally  sup- 
pressed  without  destroying  its  cause.  President  Lincoln,  who  shared 
this  belief,  issued  a  preliminary  proclamation,  September  22,  1862, 
warning  the  inhabitants  of  the  insurrectionary  States  that,  ou  the 
first  day  of  January,  1863,  all  persons  held  as  slaves  within  any  Slate 
or  designated  part  of  a  State,  the  people  whereof  should  then  be  in 
rebellion  against  the  United  States,  should  be  then  and  forever  free ; 
and  the  Esecntive  Government  of  the  United  States,  iuclnding  the 
military  and  naval  authority  thereof,  would  recognize  and  maintain 
the  freedom  of  such  persons.  As  the  seceded  States  paid  no  heed  to 
this  proclamation,  on  the  day  named  the  President  issued  his  Eman- 
cipation Proclamation,  in  which  he  designated  Arkansas,  Texas, 
Louisiana,  except  (thirteen  enumerated  parishes),  Mississippi,  Ala- 
bama, Florida,  Georgia,  South  Carolina,  North  Carolina,  and  Vir- 
ginia, except  forty-eight  counties  (or  West  Virginia  and  seven 
enumerated  counties  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  State),  as  the  States 
and  parts  of  States  which  were  i  n  rebellion,  and  to  which  the  proc- 
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lamatiou   applied,   in    accordance  with   the  terms  of  the   previous 

Tlie  EinancipatioQ  Proclamation  was  a  war  measure  ;  no  one  pre- 
tended that  the  President  could  have  issued  it  in  time  of  peace.  II 
ran  ;  "  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States,  by  virtue 
of  the  power  in  me  vested  as  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  and 
navy  of  the  United  States,  in  time  of  actual  armed  rebellion  against 
the  authority  and  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  as  a  fit  and 
necessary  war  measure  for  suppressing  said  rebellion,  do,"  etc. 

644.  Amendment  XIII.  —  Presideut  Lincoln's  proc- 
lamation left  slavery  undisturbed  in  Maryland,  Delaware, 
Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  Missouri,  and  parts  of  Virginia 
and  Louisiana.  To  these  States  and  parts  of  States  his 
power  as  commander-in-chief  did  not  extend,  as  they  were 
not  in  rebellion.  But  the  conviction  that  slavery  should 
come  to  an  end  with  the  war,  continued  to  spread.  So 
Congress — the  Senate,  April  8,  1S64,  and  the  House  of 
Representatives,  January  31,  1865 — proposed  an  amend- 
ment in  these  words : 

Article  XIII. 

"Section  i. — Neither  Slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude,  except  as 
a  punishmeut  for  crime  whereof  the  party  shall  h.ive  been  duly  con- 
victed, shall  exist  within  the  United  States,  or  any  place  subject  to 
the  i  r  j  u  ri  sd  ietion . 

"  Section  a. — Congress  shall  have  power  to  enforce  this  Article  by 
appropriate  legislation." 

Secretary  of  State  Seward  issued  his  certificate  Decem- 
ber 18,  1865,  announcing  that  the  Amendment  had  received 
the  ratifications  of  the  requisite  number  of  States,  and  de- 
claring it  valid  as  a  part  of  the  Constitution.  The  first 
section  calls  for  no  comment ;  of  the  second  oue  it  may  be 
said,  as  of  the  similar  sections  found  in  the  two  succeeding 
amendments,  that  they  are  mere  surplusage,  as  Congress 
would  possess  such  great  power  without  a  formal  delega- 
tion. 

In  his  certificate,  Mr.  Seward  named  twenty-seven  of  the  t 
six  States  as  having  ratified  tbe   Amendment,  just   three- fonrtb*: 
Hightof  these  had  seceded ;  they  had  formed  new  State  constitut 
under  the  proclamations  of  Presidents  Lincoln  and  Johnson,  bnf 


363 


THR  AMERICAN  GOVERNMENT. 


oae  of  them  was  represeuted  iu  CougTeS!>,  and  not  oue  had  Cangreas 
declared  restored  to  tiie  Union.  Subsequently,  Congress  declared 
these  eight  States,  and  two  others,  in  a  state  of  insurrection .  Hence 
the  validity  of  the  ratification  waa  sometimes  questioned.  Two  re- 
plies have  been  made  to  the  objection.  First,  that  the  nineteen 
loyal  States  Ihat  ratified  were  two-thirds  of  the  States  of  that  class, 
aud  that  these  were  all  the  States  that  should  be  consulted.  Sec- 
oudly,  that  Congress  had  not,  at  the  time,  declared  the  ten  States  in 
insurrection,  and  that  the  subsequent  act  was  not  retroactive.  The 
Amendment,  however,  was  sent  to  all  the  States  iudilTerentlj.  In 
connection  with  the  first  answerit  may  be  remarked,  that  the  ten  first 
amendments  did  not  receive  the  ratification  of  three-fourths  of  the 
thirteen  States,  but  only  of  the  eleven  that  had  ratified  the  Constitu- 
tion at  Ih^  time  of  their  adoption.  Four  loyal  States  ratified  Amend- 
ment XIII.  aftf^r  Mr.  Seward's  certiRcate  was  issued. 

645.  Amendment  XIV, — This  Ameadmeat,  which 
was  a  part  of  the  plan  of  reconstruction  then  favored  by  a 
majorityof  Congress,  was  proposed  June  16,  1866.  Its  rati- 
fication by  the  ten  States  that  were  declared  in  insurrection 
ia  March,  1867,  was  made  a  condition  of  their  being  form- 
ally restored  to  the  Union.  By  July  20,  i863,  six  of  these 
States  and  tweiity-three  others  had  given  their  ratifications, 
although  Ohio  and  New  Jersey  had  subseq^uently  with- 
drawn theirs.  Twenty-nine  States  are  three-fourths  of 
thirty-seven  States,  but  twenty-seven  are  not.  Secretary 
Seward,  on  the  date  last  given,  issued  his  certificate  reciting 
the  facts,  and  stating  that  the  Amendment  had  been  ratified, 
provided  the  ratifications  of  Ohio  and  New  Jersey  were  to 
be  counted,  a  point  that  he  had  not,  he  said,  legal  power  to 
decide.  Congress  im.nediately  adopted  a  concurrent  reso- 
lution declaring  the  Amendment  ratified,  and  a  part  of  the 
Constitution,  and  instructing  the  Secretary  to  issue  a  cer- 
tificate to  that  efiect.  This  he  accordingly  did  July  28, 
1868.  Subsequently  other  ratifications  were  given,  making 
thirty-three  in  all. 

Section  i. — All  persona  bora  or  naturalized  in  the  Dnited  States, 

i   subject  to  the  jurisdiction   thereof,  are  citizens  of  the   United 

ites  and  of  the  State  wherein  they  reside.     No  State  shall  make  or 

enfore  any  law  which  shall  abridge  the  privileges  or  immunities  of 
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citizens  of  the  United  States ;  nor  shall  any  State  deprive  anj  per- 
son of  life,  liberty,  or  property,  without  due  process  of  law;  nor 
deny  to  any  peraoo  withiu  its  juriadiction  the  equal  protection  of  the 


646.  Citizenship  Delined. — This  clause  is  a  denial  of 
the  principle  on  which  the  Dred  Scott  decision  rested,  viz., 
that  a  negro  could  not  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  States. 
The  Civil  Rights  Act  of  April,  1866,  had  declared  the  right 
of  colored  persons  to  citizenship ;  but  as  this  was  only 
opposing  an  act  of  Congress  to  a  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  declare,  by  constitu- 
tional provision,  all  persons  born  or  naturalized  in  the 
United  States,  and  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  thereof,  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  and  of  the  State  wherein  they 
reside.  The  privileges  or  immunities  of  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  cannot  be  readily  catalogued;  but  legal  pro- 
tection of  life,  liberty,  and  property,  the  right  to  form  fam- 
ily relations,  the  right  to  exemption  from  unequal  taxa- 
tions, to  choose  one's  profession,  and  to  the  use  of  the 
courts  of  law,  are  unquestionably  included.  The  suffrage 
is  a  political  and  not  a  civil  right. 

647,  Due  Process  of  L,aw. — The  effect  of  the  pro- 
vision in  relation  to  this  subject  is,  that  these  rights  are 
placed  under  the  protection  of  known  and  established  prin- 
ciples and  maxims.  Life,  liberty,  and  property  are  repre- 
sentative terms  and  cover  every  right  to  which  a  member 
of  the  body  politic  is  entitled  under  the  phrase,  "the 
equal  protection  of  the  laws."  It  is  not  understood  that 
this  phrase  relates  to  class  distinctions  that  are  founded  in 
nature  and  reason,  but  only  such  as  are  purely  arbitrary. 
"It  is  a  formal  declaration,"  says  Judge  Cooley,  "of  the 
great  principle  that  has  been  justly  said  to  pervade  and 
animate  the  whole  spirit  of  our  constitution  of  govern- 
ment, that  all  are  equal  before  the  law." 

The  Supreme  Court  has  refused  writs  of  habeas  corpus 
to  stay  the  executioa  of  criminals  condemned  to  death  by 
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electricitj  niider  a  law  of  New  Yoric  prescribiug  tliat  mode  of  pun- 
ishmeut  iu  capital  coses.  In  Kemmler's  case'  the  petition  for  the 
writ  was  put  on  the  ground  that  since  the  pUTiishment  was  cruel  and 
unusual,  the  eiecutiou  of  the  senteace  would  be  iu  contravention  of 
the  clause  that  "no  Stale  shall  deprive  any  person  of  life,  liberty,  or 
property,  without  due  process  of  law;  nor  deny  to  any  person  within 
its  jurisdiction  tlie  equal  protection  of  the  laws."  The  Court  held 
that  (he  statute  was  not  repugnant  to  the  Constitution.  The  Chief 
Justice  said  burning  at  the  stake,  crucifixion,  breaking  at  the  wheel, 
or  the  like,  would  be  cruel  punishments  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Constitution.  The  Court  also  held  that  Amendment  VIII.  has  no 
application  to  State  jurisprudence.  The  Superior  Court  of  New 
York  has  also  decided  that  the  proposed  punishment  is  not  cruel  or 
unusual. 

Section  ». — Representatives  shall  be  apportioned  among  the  sev- 
eral States  according  to  their  respective  numbers,  counting  the  whole 
number  of  persons  in  each  State,  excluding  Indians  not  taxed.  But 
when  the  right  to  vote  at  any  election  for  the  choice  of  electors  for 
Presideut  and  Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  Representatives 
in  Congress,  the  eiecutive  and  judicial  officersof  a  State,  or  members 
of  the  Legislature  thereof,  is  denied  to  any  of  the  male  inhabitants  of 
such  State,  being  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  citizens  of  the  United 
Slates,  or  in  any  way  abridged,  except  for  participation  in  rebellion 
or  other  crime,  the  basis  of  representation  therein  shall  be  reduced  in 
the  proportion  which  the  number  of  such  male  citizens  shall  bear  to 
the  whole  number  of  male  citizens  twenty-one  years  of  age  in  such 


648.  Reason  for  the  Section. — In  1868  oegroes  were 
deuied  the  suEFrage  in  nearly  all  the  States,  North  as  well 
as  South.  The  statesmen  controlling  Congress  at  that  time 
believed  that  this  was  a  situation  that  boded  ill  to  the  col- 
ored race,  especially  in  view  of  the  recent  emancipation  of 
the  slaves.  The  whites,  it  was  feared,  would  discriminate 
against  the  negroes,  and  it  was  held  to  be  the  duty  of  the 
National  Government  to  see  that  they  were  protected  in 
their  civil  rights.  According  to  American  ideas,  the  direct 
road  to  such  protection  is  the  right  of  voting.  But  the  reg- 
ulation of  the  suffrage  had  always  belonged  to  the  States ; 
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there  was  also  a  widespread  prejudice  against  conferring  it 
ou  colored  men  at  all.  So  this  clause  was  devised,  in  the 
expectation  that  the  Southern  States,  rather  than  submit  to 
a  large  reduction  of  their  representation  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  and  in  the  Electoral  Colleges,  would  grant 
the  suffrage  to  colored  men.  The  clause  offered  the  South- 
ern States  a  strong  political  inducement  to  give  the  negro 
the  vote ;  not  one  of  them  complied  with  the  condition  ; 
but,  as  the  next  apportionment  of  Representatives  was  not 
made  until  Amendment  XV.  had  been  declared  in  force,  the 
clause  has  never  had  the  slightest  effect.  Nor  is  the  first 
section  of  the  Article  anything  more  than  a  formal  declara- 
tion of  the  rule  of  apportionment  since  the  three-fifths  rule 
ceased  to  operate. 

Section  3.— No  person  shall  be  a  Senator  or  Repreaentative  in 
Congress,  or  Elector  of  President  and  Vice-President,  or  hold  any 
office,  civil  or  military,  under  the  United  States,  or  under  any  State, 
who,  having  previously  taken  an  oath,  as  a  member  of  Cougresa,  or 
as  an  officer  of  the  United  States,  or  as  a  member  of  any  State  Legis- 
lature, or  as  an  executive  or  judicial  ollicer  of  any  State,  to  support 
tlie  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  shall  have  engaged  in  insur- 
rection or  rebellion  against  the  same,  or  given  aid  or  comfort  to  the 
enemies  thereof.  But  Cougress  may,  hy  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  each 
House,  remove  such  disability. 

649.  Object  of  the  Section.— The  effect  of  this 
section  was  to  put  the  political  and  military  leaders  of  the 
Rebellion  under  a  temporary  disability  to  hold  office.  Con- 
gress has  often  legislated  on  the  subject.  The  last  general 
Amnesty  Act,  passed  in  1872,  removed  their  disabilities  from 
all  persons  save  Senators  and  Representatives  of  the  Thirty- 
sixth  and  Thirty-seventh  Congresses,  officers  in  the  judicial, 
military,  and  naval  service,  and  foreign  ministers. 

Section  4.— The  validity  of  tlie  public  debt  of  the  United  States, 
authorized  by  law,  including  debts  incurred  for  the  payment  of  pen- 
sions and  bounties  for  services  in  suppressing  insurrection  and  rebel- 
liou,  shall  not  be  questioned.  But  neither  the  United  Stales  nor  any 
State  shall  assume  or  pay  any  debt  or  obligation  incurred  iu  aid  of 
r  rebellion  against  the  United  Btates,  or  any  claim  for 
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ir  emancipation  of  any  slave  ;  but  all  such  debts,  obltgatioiis, 

id  claims  shall  be  held  illegal  and  void. 

650.  Objects  of  the  Section. — lu  1866  it  was  feared 

that  efforts  might  be  made  (i)  to  repudiate  the  National 
debt  created  to  carry  on  the  war ;  (2)  to  pay  the  Southern 

r  debt ;  or  (3)  to  pay  for  the  slaves  that  had  been  emanci- 
pated. Hence  the  incorporation  of  the  foregoing  prohibi- 
tions in  the  Constitution. 

Section  5.— The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  enforce,  by  appro- 
priate leginlation,  the  provisions  of  this  Article. 

651.  Amendment  XV. — When  the  Constitution  went 
into  operation  in  1789,  persons  of  color  voted  in  several  of 
the  States.  Subsequently  the  right  was  denied  in  nearly 
all  of  the  States,  and  this  was  the  situation  in  i865.  It 
was  soon  seen  that  the  indirect  plan  of  securing  such  per- 
sons the  suffrage,  (Amendment  XIV.,  section  2,)  would 
either  fail  wholly  of  accomplishing  its  pm-pose,  or  would  be 
a  long  time  in  doiug  so.  Congress  accordingly  proposed, 
February  27,  1869,  a  new  amendment  to  reach  that  end 
directly.  Thirty  of  the  thirty-seven  States  having  duly 
ratified  it,  Secretary  Fish  issued  his  certificate  declaring  it 
in  force,  March  30,  1870.     It  is  in  these  words : 

Section  1.— The  right  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  vote 
shall  not  be  denieil  or  abridged  by  the  United  Slates,  or  by  any  Stale, 
on  account  of  race,  color,  or  previous  condition  of  servitude. 

Section  2.— The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  enforce  this  Article 
by  appropriate  legislation. 

653.  Effect  of  Amendments  Kill. -XV. — The  circumstances  under 
wliich  these  Amend  uents  were  incorporated  into  the  Constitution, 
were  not  favorable  to  a  careful  consideration  of  their  teal  import  and 
probable  effect.  They  were  adopted  to  prevent  esistingevita.  and 
how  far-reaching  they  might  prove  to  be,  was  not  matnrely  consid- 
ered. Even  those  members  of  Congress  who  agreed  in  desiring  to 
make  such  another  stnij;gle  as  the  Civil  War  Impossible,  by  no 
means  sgreeil  as  to  their  immediate  or  ultimate  effect.  Hence, 
when  the  Amendments  had  become  parts  of  the  Constitution,  the 
qoeations  arose  at  once  :  How  far  have  they  weakened  the  States? 
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How  far  have  they  strengtheaed  the  Union  ?  These  qnestions  have 
since  been  passed  upou,  in  their  general  features,  by  the  Supreme 
Court     In  the  Slaughter- House  Cases  the  Court  said  ; 

"We  do  not  see  in  [hose  ameadmenta  any  purpose  to  disturb  the 
main  features  of  the  general  system.  Under  the  pressure  of  all  the 
excited  feeliug  growing  out  of  the  war,  our  statesmen  have  alill 
believed  that  the  esisteuce  of  the  States,  with  powers  for  domestic 
and  local  government,  including  the  regulaliou  of  civil  rights— the 
rights  of  person  and  property — was  essential  to  the  perfect  working 
of  our  complex  form  of  government,  though  they  have  thought 
proper  to  impose  a.]Jilional  limitations  on  the  States,  and  to  confer 
additional  power  on  that  of  the  Nation." ' 

And  Mr,  Justice  Miller,  commenting  upon  the  decision,  has  said  ; 
"The  necessity  of  the  great  powers  conceded  by  the  Constitution 
originally  to  the  Federal  Government,  and  Ihe  equal  necessity  of  the 
autonomy  of  the  States  and  their  power  to  regulate  their  domestic 
affdirs,  remain  as  the  great  features  of  our  complex  form  of  goveni- 

653.  Civil  Rights  Acts.— Soon  after  the  Thirteenth  Amendment 
was  declared  in  force,  Congress  passed  the  first  of  that  series  of  acts 
known  as  the  Civil  Rights  Acts,  with  a  view  "  to  protect  all  persons 
in  the  United  States  in  their  civil  rights."  The  last  of  these  Acts, 
bearing  date  March,  1875,  section  i,  declared  : 

"That  all  persons  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States 
shall  be  entitled  to  the  full  and  eqaal  enjoyment  of  the  accommoda- 
tions, advantages,  facilities,  and  privileges  of  inns,  public  convey- 
ances on  land  or  water,  theatres  and  other  places  of  public  amuse- 
ment, subject  oulj  to  the  conditions  and  limitations  established  by 
law,  and  applicable  alike  to  citizens  of  every  race  and  color,  regard- 
less of  any  previous  condition  of  servitude." 

The  succeeding  section  imposed  penalties  for  violations  of  the 
rights  here  enumerated,  and  prescribed  legal  remedies.  It  is  clear 
that  if  the  new  Amendments  authorized  such  legislation  as  this,  then 
they  had  fundamentally  changed  the  nature  of  the  Government. 
But  in  the  Civil  Rights  Cases,' decided  in  December,  1882,  the  Su- 
preme Court  held  that  this  legislation  was  unconstitutional  so  far  as 
it  related  to  the  States. 
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654.  Amendments  Proposed  but  not  Ratified.— Of  these  there  are 
four.  The  three  first  have  been  quoted  on  preceding  pages.  The 
last  one,  sometimes  called  from  its  author,  Hon.  S.  A.  Douglas,  ''  the 
Douglas  Amendment,"  proposed  in  1861,  was  in  these  words :  "  No 
amendment  shall  be  made  to  the  Constitution  which  will  authorize 
or  give  to  Congress  the  power  to  abolish  or  interfere,  within  any 
State,  with  the  domestic  institutions  thereof,  including  that  of  per- 
sons held  to  labor  or  service  bj  the  laws  of  said  State." 


■■I 
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THE  STATE  GOVERNMENTS. 


CHAPTER  XLIX. 

relations  of  the  states  to  the  union. 
References. 
Some  references  bearing  on  the  present  division  of  the  book  have 
been  giveu  iu  Part  II.  Attention  may  again  be  drawn  to  Cooley's 
Constitulional  Litnitalions,  which  is  the  great  authority  oa  State 
Constitutional  Law.  For  the  rest,  it  seems  belter  to  give  refereucea 
in  connection  with  the  several  chapters  when  references  are  called 
for. 

655.  National  Constitution  Half  a  Political  Sys> 
tem. — Our  examination  of  the  Federal  Government  shows 
very  clearly  that  it  is  but  half  a  political  system.  No  state 
could  exist  a  day  with  such  an  imperfect  government  as 
this.  The  explanation  of  what  might  strike  a  foreigner  as 
a  strange  anomaly  is,  that  the  important  powers  that  the 
Constitution  omits  had  already  been  intrusted  to  a  series  of 
secondary  jurisdictions  called  the  States. 

656,  The  Union  Dependent  on  the  States. — The 
Constitution  of  1787  enlarged  the  sphere  of  the  National 
Government,  and  gave  it  power  to  act  directly  upon  the 
people  irrespective  of  the  States.  But  it  is  still  necessary 
for  the  States  to  assist  in  keeping  the  machinery  of  this  Gov- 
ernment in  motion,  as  well  as  to  exercise  their  own  proper 
powers.  The  Constitution  assumes  :  (i)  That  the  Legis- 
latures will  fix  qualifications  for  the  electors  of  Represent" - 

(369)       _ 
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tives ;  (2)  That  the  States  will  conduct  or  manage  the  elec- 
tions of  Represeutatives ;  (3)  That  the  Legislatures  will 
elect  Senators  ;  and  (4)  That  each  State  will  appoint  Presi- 
dential Electors.  Plainly,  if  the  States  should  fail  to  per- 
form these  duties,  or  any  of  them,  the  National  system 
would  fall  into  ruins.  Here  the  National  Government  has 
no  coercive  power  whatever.  Hence  the  State  Govern- 
ments are  part  and  parcel  of  the  National  Government ; 
or,  as  Judge  Jameson  puts  it,  "  The  constitutions  of  all 
the  States  form  a  part  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States."' 

657.  Proper  State  Sphere. — But,  important  as  are 
the  National  functions  performed  by  the  State,  they  do 
not  determine  the  proper  State  sphere,  but  are  only  inci- 
dental and  secondary.  The  real  sphere  of  the  State  is  the 
exercise  of  those  powers  of  government  which  are  not  dele- 
gated to  the  Nation  or  forbidden  to  the  State.  These  pow- 
ers have  been  treated  with  some  neglect  both  by  practical 
politicians  and  by  students  of  Political  Science.  The  causes 
are  obvious  ;  in  the  division  of  powers  made  a  century  ago, 
the  more  impasing  ones  were  assigned  to  the  Nation,  the 
less  imposing  to  the  States;  National  politics  have  grown 
at  the  expense  of  State  politics  ;  Washington  is  a  larger 
political  theater  than  Albany  or  Columbus. 

658.  Relations  of  the  Citizen  to  the  two  Jurisdic- 
tions.— Important  as  the  powers  of  the  Nation  are,  the 
common  citizen,  in  time  of  peace,  has  few  relations  with  it 
outside  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  while  his  relations 
with  the  State  are  numerous  and  constant. 


Said  President  Garfield  in  1871 :  "  It  will  not  be  denied  that  the 
State  governmeut  touches  the  citizen  and  his  interests  twenty  times 
where  the  National  Government  touches  him  once.  For  the  peace 
of  our  streets  and  the  health  of  our  cities  ;  for  the  administration  of 
justice  in  nearly  all  that  relates  to  the  security  of  person  and  prop- 
erty, and  the  punishment  of  crime  ;  for  the  education  of  our  cbiWren, 
and  the  care  of  uufortunate  and  dependent  citizens ;  for  the  coUec- 
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tiou  and  assessment  of  much  the  larger  portion  of  our  direct  taxes, 
and  for  the  proper  expenditure  of  the  same — for  all  this,  and  much 
more,  we  depend  upon  the  honesty  and  wisdom  of  our  General  As- 
sembly [of  Ouio],  and  not  upon  the  Congress  at  Washington.**  * 

Mr.  Woodrow  Wilson,  discussing  the  same  subject,  says  the  twelve 
greatest  subjects  that  have  occupied  the  public  mind  of  England  in 
the  present  century  are  :  Catholic  emancipation,  Parliamentary  re- 
form, the  abolition  of  slavery,  the  amendment  of  the  poor  laws,  the 
reform  of  municipal  corporations,  the  repeal  of  the  corn  laws,  the 
admission  of  the  Jews  to  Parliament,  the  disestablishment  of  the 
Irish  Church,  the  alteration  of  the  Irish  land-laws,  the  establishment 
of  national  education,  the  introduction  of  the  ballot,  and  the  reform 
of  the  criminal  law.  And  all  of  these  except  the  corn  laws  and  the 
abolition  of  slavery  would  have  been,  under  our  system,  so  far  as  they 
could  be  dealt  with  at  all,  subjects  for  State  regulation  exclusively.  ^ 

1  Works  Vol.  I. ,  p.  733. 
a  The  State,  p.  487. 
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RSPSRENCBS. 
Jameson,  The  Constitulional  Convention  (particularly  Chap,  IV.); 


The  origin  of  this  class  of  governmental  instruments 
was  treated  in  Chapter  IV.  More  definitely,  the  following 
topics  were  considered  :  Independence,  the  Colonies  Reor- 
ganized as  States,  the  First  Constitutions,  Sources  of  the 
New  Constitutions,  Models  of  the  New  Constitutions,  the 
Transition  from  Colony  to  State.  Only  one  of  these  topics 
calls  for  fuller  treatment. 

659.  The  First  Constitutions. — These  were  framed  by 
State  conventions  and  congresses,  some  of  them  composed 
of  members  of  the  Legislatures,  and  some  of  them  com- 
posed of  men  especially  elected  for  that  purpose.  The  con- 
stitution of  Massachusetts  was  the  only  one  submitted  to 
the  people  for  ratification.  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island, 
finding  the  charters  granted  by  Charles  II.  in  1662  and  1663 
sufficient  for  their  purposes,  did  not  frame  constitutions 
until  1818  and  1842. 

The  following  are  the  dates  of  the  Constitutions  of  the 
eleven  other  States  :  • 


New  Hampshire,  January  5, 1776. 
South  Carolina,  March  26,  1776. 
Virginia,  June  a6,  1776. 
New  Jersey,  July  3,  1776. 
Delaware,  Septemberai,  1776. 


Maryland,  November  11,  1776. 
North     Carolina,     December 

1776. 
Georgia,  Februarys,  1777- 
New  York,  April  21 


Pennsylvania,  September  iB,  1776.  Massachusetts,  June  15,  1780. 

when  the  conatitulion  of  Massachnsella  loolt  cffeet.    The 

ii  fiirnishfd  by  the  Office  of  the  Altorney-G'-ii(ral  of  Ihal 

■.  v^uni.iu..,ju  framed  by  the  General  Court  of  1777-78,  acting  bb  a  consttl- 

issembly,  was  submitted  to  (he  people  ood  rejected.    In  September,  1779, 
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Hastily  formed  as  most  of  these  constitutions  were,  aud 
the  first  of  their  kind,  it  would  have  been  strange  indeed  if 
some  of  them  had  not  proved  to  be  very  defective.  Such 
was  the  case.  The  public  dissatisfaction  is  shown  by  the 
early  action  of  States  either  to  amend  their  constitutions  or 
to  form  new  ones.  South  Carolina  adopted  a  new  one  in 
177S,  New  Hampshire  in  1784,  Delaware  in  1792,  Georgia 
in  1798,  Pennsylvania  in  1792,  while  Maryland  amended 
hers  the  next  year  after  its  adoption.  Measured  by  this 
test,  the  constitution  of  Massachusetts  was  the  most  per- 
fect of  all ;  it  was  not  amended  until  1820  and  is  still  in 
force.  New  York  adopted  a  second  constitution  in  i8or, 
Virginia  in  1830,  North  Carolina  in  1834,  New  Jersey  in 
1844. 

660.  The  Later  Constitutions. — As  a  class,  the  later 
constitutions  differ  from  the  earlier  ones  in  several  features, 
of  which  the  following  may  be  particularized : 

1 .  They  are  framed  by  constitutional  conventions,  or 
constituent  assemblies,  duly  convoked  and  elected  for  that 
purpose.  The  first  constitutions  were  all  revolutionary 
acts. 

2.  They  are  submitted  to  the  people  for  ratification  by 
a  popular  vote.  This  had  become  the  uniform  rule  until 
broken  by  Mississippi  in  1890. 

3.  They  are  much  more  elaborate  and  complete.  This 
is  partly  due  to  the  increased  complexity  of  government 
growing  out  of  the  increased  complexity  of  society.  For 
the  rest,  it  may  be  attributed  to  popular  jealousy  of  author- 
ity, and  to  a  desire  so  to  limit  and  qualify  the  powers  of 
government  as  to  prevent  abuses. 
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66i.  Amendments. — The  State  constitutions  make 
provision  for  their  rwn  amendment.  This  involves  the 
two  steps  of  proposal  and  ratiScation.  The  first  step  is 
taken  by  the  Legislature  ;  in  some  States  a  majority,  in 
some  three-fifths,  and  in  some  two-thirds  of  all  the  mem- 
bers-elect are  necessary  for  this  purpose.  A  few  States  re- 
quire the  concurrence  of  two  successive  I,egislatures.  As 
a  rule,  the  ratification  is  by  the  popular  vote  ;  in  some  States 
a  majority  of  all  the  votes  cast  at  the  election  is  required; 
in  some,  a  majority  of  those  cast  on  this  particular  question 
suffices.  The  r,egislature  of  Rhode  Island  must  approve  an 
amendment  by  a  two-thirds'  vote  of  each  branch  after  the 
people  have  approved  it.  In  Delaware  the  ratification  is 
given  by  the  legislature  succeeding  the  one  that  proposed 
the  amendment.  The  Legislature  of  New  Hampshire  can- 
not propose  amendments,  but  it  may  submit  to  the  people 
the  question  of  calling  a  convention  to  do  so. 

663.  Constitutional  Conventions. — Many  of  the 
constitutions  provide  for  calling  such  conventions.  Some 
Legislatures  are  required  to  submit  that  question  to  the 
people  at  stated  periods :  In  New  Hampshire,  once  in  7 
years;  in  Iowa,  once  in  10;  in  Michigan,  once  in  16;  and  in 
New  York,  Ohio,  Maryland,  and  Virginia,  once  in  20.  All 
constitutions  framed  by  such  conventions,  and  all  amend- 
ments proposed  by  them,  as  well  as  those  proposed  by  Leg- 
islatures, must  then  be  subjected  to  the  constitutional 
method  of  ratification. 

6G3.  Limitations  of  the  State  Governments. — As 
stated  in  Chapter  XII,  the  State  governments  possess  in- 
herent powers ;  the  Federal  Government,  delegated  powers. 
Lit  must  also  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  American  people  M 

did  four  things  when  they  ordained  the  National  Constitu-  I 

tion :     Delegated   certain    powers  of   government  to   the  ■ 

Union;  Prohibited  certain  powers  to  the  Union ;  Prohibited  ■ 

certain  powers  to  the  States  ;   Reserved  all  powers  that  they  I 

had  not  delegated  to  the  Union,  or  prohibited  to  the  States,  M 
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to  the  States,  or  the  people, — thus  making  the  States  their 
residuary  legatees.  Still  it  must  not  be  supposed  that  the 
State  governments  possess  or  exercise  all  the  reserved 
powers.  The  reservation  is  made  to  the  people  of  the 
States,  not  to  the  State  governments ;  and  the  people,  in 
the  State  constitutions,  deny  such  reserved  powers  to  their 
State  governments  as  they  see  fit.  From  the  first,  the  peo- 
ple have  withheld  powers  from  the  governments  that  they 
have  constituted,  and  in  later  years  they  have  withheld 
more  such  powers  than  formerly.  Thus,  the  States  might 
establish  State  churches,  deny  to  citizens  the  right  of  peti- 
tion, or  the  right  to  bear  arms,  and  unduly  limit,  or  even 
deny,  the  right  of  trial  bj' jury  ;  but  the  State  constitutions 
carefully  guard  these  points  and  many  more  besides.  For 
example,  the  Pennsylvania  bill  of  rights  closes  with  this 
declaration  :  '"To  guard  against  transgression  of  the  high 
powers  which  we  have  delegated,  we  declare  that  every- 
thing in  this  article  is  excepted  out  of  the  general  powers 
of  government,  aud  shall  forever  remain  inviolate." 

664.  Scope  of  the  Present  Inquiry. — It  is  neither 
possible  nor  desirable  in  the  present  work  to  examine  in 
detail  all  the  forty-five  State  constitutions,  or  even  any 
one  of  them.  The  full  discussion  of  the  National  Consti- 
tution renders  that  superfluous.  A  general  statement  of 
the  nature  and  operation  of  the  State  governmeuts,  with 
some  account  of  the  principal  variations,  will  amply  suf- 
fice for  the  present  purpose. 

665.  Three  Departments. ^The  States  all  preserve 
the  old  three-fold  division  of  governmental  powers  and  de- 
partments, and  it  constitutes  the  main  frame  work  of  their 
constitutions.  The  National  Constitution,  by  devolving 
certain  duties  upon  the  Legislatures  and  Governors,  makes 
this  three-fold  division  necessary ;  a  State  without  it  would 
not  have  a  republican  form  of  government  within  its  mean- 
ing. 

666.  Assumptions  of  the  Constitution. — The  Na- 
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tional  Constitution  assumes,  and  so  indirectly  ordains,  va- 
rious features  of  the  State  Governments.  Moreover,  by 
assuming  the  existence  of  these  features  and  by  devolving 
upon  Legislatures,  Governors,  and  Judges  certain  definite 
duties,  the  Constitution  makes  them,  de  /ado,  a  part  of  the 
machinery  of  the  National  Government,  and  so  declares,  by 
implication,  that  they  shall  continue.  No  State,  therefore, 
could  abolish  its  legislature,  Governoi,  or  Courts  of  Law. 
To  do  so  would  bring  it  into  coUison  with  the  National 
authority.  And  this  also  isa  pledge  that  the  govemmeut  of 
everj-  State  must  be  republican. 

667.  Bills  of  Rights.—  Most  if  not  all  of  the  State 
constitutions  contain,  frequently  as  a  preface,  a  series  of 
propositions  bearing  this  name,  or  at  least  answering  to 
this  description.  The  practice  dates  from  Revolutionary 
times,  as  has  been  explained  in  a  previous  chapter.  Some 
of  these  propositions  are  merely  general  political  maxims, 
or  abstract  statements  of  rights,  first  copied  from  their 
English  prototypes,  but  many  of  them  are  special  and  con- 
crete. It  is  in  these  bills  that  mauy  of  the  limitations  im- 
posed by  the  people  of  the  States  upou  their  governments 
are  enumerated,  Mr.  Bryce  observes,  and  very  properly,  a 
growing  tendency  on  the  part  of  the  people  to  place  less 
reliance  upon  general  maxims,  and  more  reliance  upon 
specific  declarations. 

668.  Fluctuations  of  State  Constitutiona.!  Law. ' — ^Upon  the  whole, 
the  State  coiistitutious  have  proved  to  he  much  less  fixed  and  stable 
than  the  Federal  Constitution.  In  i860  the  Union  cousisted  of 
34  States  ;  and  ouly  5  of  the  number,  and  these  ranging  only  from 
3  to  15  years  old,  still  retained  their  first  constitutions  unchanged. 
All  the  others  had  not  indeed  thrown  aside  their  first  coustitutions, 
but  they  had  all  either  thrown  them  aside  or  subjected  them  to  it 
or  less  amendment,  and  often  to  repeated  amendment.  Up  to  that 
time  69  complete  constitutions  aud  loi  different  sets  of  amendments 
had  been  promulgated.     From   i860  to  1S87  the  new  constitutions 
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were  35,  including  the  first  ones  of  the  new  States  ;  while  the  uumbei 
of  ameudiueutsloDger  aiid  shorter,  counting  hs  one  amendment  what- 
ever was  adopted  at  oue  time,  were  114.  In  other  words,  from  1776  to 
1S86  we  count  104  complete  constitutions  and  215  amendments.  This 
is  not  counting  couslitntions  and  amendments  proposed  that  failed 
to  receive  ratification.  In  the  last  ten  years  of  the  period,  6  complete 
constitutions  and  28  amendments  were  rejected  by  the  popular  vote. 
Previous  to  1873,  as  many  as  152  conventions  had  sat  for  the  purpose 
of  framing,  devising,  or  ratifyiug  constitutions.  Six  new  States  have 
been  admitted  to  the  Union  since  1887  ;  several  of  the  old  States  have 
adopted  new  constitutions,  and  many  more  have  adopted  amend- 
ments, so  that  the  process  of  elaborating  State  Constitutional  Law 
shows  no  sign  of  coming  to  an  end.  It  must  be  said  that  this 
process  goes  on  much  more  rapidly  in  some  sections  of  the  country 
than  in  others.  This  is  particularly  true  of  the  South  and  West. 
Louisiana  and  Georgia  have  each  had  6  Constitutions  ;  Virginia  and 
South  Carolina,  5  ;  Pennsylvania,  4  ;  Ohio  and  Michigan,  a ;  Illinois, 
3  ;  New  York  and  Delaware,  3  ;  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  and 
Maine,  one  each ;  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont,  two  each ;  Massa- 
chusetts, one.  Still,  some  of  the  constitutions  that  have  stood  long- 
est have  been  considerably,  and  often  materially,  changed  by  amend- 
ment. The  causes  of  this  continued  flus  of  State  ConstitutionalLaw 
are  not  far  to  seek.  The  State  constitutions  are  regarded  with  much 
less  reverence  than  the  Federal  Constitution  ;  the  machinery  that  is 
provided  for  their  amendment  is  much  less  cumbersome  and  much 
more  easily  operated ;  while  State  opinion  often  depends  directly 
upon  new  communities  or  communities  where  society  has  never 
assumed  as  regular  and  settled  a  form  as  it  has  in  the  whole  country 
taken  together. 

The  increasing  size  of  the  State  constitutions  is  well  shown  by  the 
amount  of  space  that  they  occupy  in  Poore's  ample  pages.  The 
several  constitutions  of  Virginia,  beginning  with  1776  and  ending 
with  1870,  occupy  4,  7,  iS,  and  25  pages  each.  Pennsylvania  has  grown 
from  8  pages  to  23 ;  Texas,  from  10  to  24  !  Illinois,  from  10  to  25, 
The  New  Hampshire  constitution  of  1776  contains  600  words;  those 
of  Uissourl  and  South  Dakota  at  the  present  time,  26,000  words. 


CHAPTER  LI. 

THE  STATE  LEGISLATURES. 

669.  Names. — The  Legislature  is  the  name  generally 
applied  to  the  law-making  body  of  the  State,  but  this  is  not 
always  the  constitutional  name.  In  New  Hampshire  and 
Massachusetts,  it  is  called  the  General  Court ;  in  North 
Dakota,  Montana,  and  Oregon,  the  Legislative  Assembly ; 
iu  Maine,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Florida,  Texas,  Mich- 
igan, Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  Nebraska,  Kansas,  South 
Dakota,  Wyoming,  Washington,  Idaho,  Nevada,  and  Cali- 
fornia, sixteen  in  all,  the  Legislature ;  in  the  other 
twenty- three  States,  the  General  Assembly. 

670.  Names  of  the  Two  Houses. — In  Georgia  from 
1777  to  1789,  in  Pennsylvania  from  1776  to  1790,  and  in 
Vermont  from  its  admission  into  the  Union  to  1836,  the 
Legislature  consisted  of  a  single  house.  But  these  are  the 
only  exceptions  to  the  prevalence  of  the  bicameral  system. 
In  all  the  States  the  upper  house  is  called  the  Senate. 
In  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  West  Virginia,  the  lower  house 
is  the  House  of  Delegates ;  in  California,  Nevada,  Florida, 
New  York,  and  Wisconsin,  the  Assembly ;  in  New  Jersey, 
the  General  Assembly ;  and  in  the  thirty-five  other  States, 
the  House  of  Representatives.  Previous  to  1S68  North 
Carolina  called  her  lower  house  the  House  of  Commons. 

671.  Terms  of  Senators  and  Representatives In 

Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  the  senatorial  term  is 
one  year;  in  New  Jersey,  three  years;  in  Maine,  New 
Hampshire,  Vermont,  Connecticut,  New  York,  North 
Carolina.  Georgia,  Tennessee,  Ohio,  Michigan,  Nebraska, 
South  Dakota,  and  Idaho,  two  years.  In  the  remaining 
twenty-eight  States,  it  is  four  years.  In  Connecticut, 
Massachusetts,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  South  Carolina,  the 

(37a) 
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representatives  hold  one  year  ;   in    Louisiana  four  years ; 
in  the  other  States  two  years. 

572.  Pay  of  Senators  and  Representatives. — In  all 
cases  this  is  the  same  for  members  of  both  houses.  Some- 
limes  it  is  fixed,  or  at  least  the  maximum,  by  the  constitu- 
tion, but  commonly  by  law.  It  ranges  from  a  dollar  a  day 
and  mileage  at  eight  cents  a  mile,  going  and  coming,  in 
Rhode  Island,  to  $1,500  a  year  and  mileage  at  ten  cents  a 
mile,  in  New  York. 

673.  The  Number  of  Members. — -This  varies  widely 
in  the  different  States,  It  is  either  fixed  by  the  State  con- 
stitution, or  it  results  from  the  application  of  a  rule  that  the 
constitution  prescribes.  The  number  of  senators  varies 
from  9  in  Delaware  to  51  in  Illinois  ;  the  number  of  repre 
sentatives  from  21  in  Delaware  to  321  in  New  Hampshire  ; 
under  her  amended  constitution.  New  York  has  50  .sena- 
tors and  150  assemblymen. 

674.  Apportionment. — The  rule  that  is  followed  in 
the  apportionment  of  members  of  the  houses  of  legislation 
is  population,  but  population  as  limited  by  town  and  county 
lines.  In  apportioning  senators  much  closer  attention  is 
paid  to  such  lines  than  in  apportioning  representatives. 
The  widest  departure  from  this  rule  is  Vermont,  where  rep- 
resentatives have  always  been  distributed  among  the  towns 
equally,  while  senators  are  assigned  to  the  counties  accord- 
ing to  their  numbers.  First  constitutions  always  contain 
an  apportionment  of  representatives,  and  often  later  ones  ; 
and  all  the  constitutions,  with  the  exception  of  Delaware, 
provide  for  a  periodical  redistribution  of  members.  Very 
definite  rules  relating  to  the  matter  are  prescribed,  and 
their  application  is  enjoined  upon  some  constituted  State 
authority. 

The  common  practice  is  tointniBt  tbis  dnty  to  the  Legislature 
but  in  Maryland  it  is  given  to  the  Governor,  and  in  Ohio  to  the  Goi 
ernor.  Auditor,  aiid  Secretary  of  State.     By  far  the  lartrer  numV 
of  States  provide  for  a  new  distribution  following  e" 
■us.    Ten  States.  California,  Nevaila.  Oregon,  Nebr< 
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conain,  Indiana,  Michigan,  Mintt-esota,  and  New  Hampsbire,  which 
have  intercalary  State  censuses,  provide  for  them  once  in  five  years. 

675.  Representative  Population. —  Tliis  differs  in 
different  States.  In  some  it  is  tlie  total  population  as 
enumerated  ;  in  some,  the  total  excluding  aliens ;  in  some, 
the  total  excluding  Indians  not  taxed ;  in  some,  the  total 
excluding  Indians  not  taxed  and  aliens.  Some  States  make 
the  rule  the  total  population,  excluding  aliens  incapable  of 
naturalization,  as  the  Chinese  in  California ;  some,  the 
total  white  population,  and  a  few,  the  voters. 

676.  Districting  the  State. —  Generally  some  civil 
division  already  existing  is  adopted  as  a  unit,  as  the  county 
in  the  Middle  and  Western  States,  and  both  the  county  and 
the  town  in  New  England.  As  it  is  not  deemed  desirable 
that  the  members  of  the  two  houses  should  have  just  the 
same  constituents,  the  representative  and  senatorial  dis- 
tricts do  not  commonly  coincide.  The  factors  to  be  consid- 
ered in  establishing  the  two  districts  are,  the  number  of 
members  to  be  distributed,  population,  existing  civil  divis- 
ions, and  the  representation  of  fractions. 

The  common  rule  is  to  fii  in  tte  constitution  major  and  minor 
numbers  for  each  house,  leaving  a  discretionary  power  to  the  Legis- 
lature within  these  limits.  In  such  cases  the  Iiegislature  ordinarily 
first  fixes  the  number  of  members,  then  determines  ratios  of  repre- 
sentation by  dividing  the  population  by  this  number,  and  finally 
establishes  the  districts  with  reference  to  the  quotient.  This  is  the 
method  employed  by  Congress  in  apportioning  National  Representa- 
tives under  the  censuses  of  1850  and  1S60,  except  that  Congress  left 
the  districting  to  the  State  Legislatures.  A  few  constitutions,  how- 
ever, fix  ratios  of  representation,  aud  direct  that  these  ratios  shall  be 
applied  to  the  population  to  ascertain  the  size  of  the  houses  by  di- 

Most  of  the  constitutions  give  the  State  authority  charged  with 
the  duty  of  apportionment,  power  to  group  counties  when  necessary  ; 
while  they  also  deny  or  limit  power  to  divide  the  civil  division 
adopted  as  the  unit.  With  a  view  to  preventing  the  aggregation  of 
too  much  political  power  at  onepoiut,  most  of  the  States  having  large 
cities  limit  the  number  of  representatives  assigned  to  them  by  reqnir. 
a  larger  population  than  iu  other  parts  of  the  State.  Several 
:es  assign  to  each  county  at  least  one  r representative  ;  while  New 
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Jersey  assigns  one  senator,  and  Connecticut  tno  senators,  to  each 
county.  The  representation  of  fractions  is  duly  provided  for  ;  but 
that  subject,  which  is  quite  technical,  needs  not  be  considered  here. 

677.  Legislative  Sessions. —  The  constitutions  of 
Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island,  New  York, 
New  Jersey,  and  South  Carolina  provide  for  annual  ses- 
sions ;  the  constitutions  of  the  other  States,  for  biennial 
sessions.  In  Ohio,  however,  every  Legislature  elected  un- 
der the  present  constitution,  with  two  exceptions,  has  held 
au  adjourned  session,  thus  defeating  the  intent  of  the  con- 
stitittion.  The  Governors  of  the  States  may  call  special 
sessions  when  in  their  judgment  occasion  for  them  arises. 

678.  Length  of  Sessions. — Some  of  the  States,  as 
Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut, 
Rhode  Island,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Delaware,  South 
Carolina,  and  Ohio,  have  left  this  matter  wholly  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  their  Legislatures.  In  other  States  the  length  of 
the  constitutional  session  ranges  from  40  days  in  Georgia, 
Colorado,  Nebraska,  and  Oregon,  to  150  in  Pennsylvania. 

679.  Powers  of  the  Separate  Houses. — These  are 
practically  the  same  as  the  powers  possessed  separately  by 
the  Houses  of  Congress. 

1.  They  are  the  judges  of  the  qualifications,  elections, 
and  returns  of  their  own  members. 

2.  They  choose  their  own  officers,  except  that  the  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor in  States  having  such  an  officer  is  the 
constitutional  president  of  the  Senate. 

3.  The  House  of  Representatives  has  the  sole  power  of 
impeachment,  while  the  Senate  is  the  trial  court.  Some 
States,  however,  associate  members  of  the  judiciary  with 
the  Senate  in  the  trial  of  such  cases  ;  for  instance,  the  con- 
stitution of  New  York  constitutes  the  President  of  the  Sen- 
ate, the  Senators,  or  a  major  part  of  them,  and  the  Jtidfes 
of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  or  a  major  pan  ■  i 

court. 

680.  Legislative  Powers.— The  [n 


i 
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that  are  reserved  to  the  States,  or  to  the  people,  are  far 
more  numerous  than  those  delegated  to  Congress.     Still. 

the  State  Legislature  by  no  means  possesses  all  these  re- 
served powers.  The  people  prohibit  the  Legislature  to 
exercise  powers  that  they  wish  to  retain  in  their  own  hands. 
There  is  no  express  delegation  of  power.  No  State  consti- 
tution contains  such  a  section  as  number  8,  Article  I.,  of 
the  National  Constitution,  "  Congress  shall  have  power," 
followed  by  an  enumeration  of  the  principal  powers  of  legis- 
lation delegated.  Such  of  the  reserved  powers  as  are  not 
denied  them,  the  Legislatures  may  exercise. 

881.  Legislative  Powers  Reserved. — These  differ 
in  different  States.  However,  all  the  States  that  have 
adopted  new  constitutions  in  recent  years  have  shown  an 
increasing  jealousy  of  the  Legislative  branch  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, The  Pennsylvania  constitution  devotes  an  entire 
article  of  thirty-two  sections  to  limiting  the  power  of  the 
Legislature.  Montana  provides  that  the  Legislative  As- 
sembly shall  not  pass  local  or  special  laws  on  more  than 
thirty  enumerated  subjects.  The  constitution  of  Ohio  says  : 
"All  laws  of  a  general  nature  shall  have  a  uniform  opera- 
tion throughout  the  State."  The  purpose  of  such  pro- 
visions is  to  prevent  the  evils  growing  out  of  special 
legislation.  On  some  subjects  the  Legislature  is  not 
allowed  to  act  at  all. 

682,  Modes  of  Legislation. — While  provisions  relat- 
ing to  this  subject  are  commonly  much  more  minute  than 
those  found  in  the  National  Constitution,  State  modes  of 
legislation  do  not  widely  differ  from  those  followed  in  Con- 
gress, Some  constitutions  prescribe  that  bills  on  all  sub- 
jects may  originate  in  either  house;  others,  that  bills  for 
raising  revenue  must  originate  in  the  lower  house.  Some 
provide  that  all  legislation  must  be  by  bill ;  others  are 
silent  on  this  point.  It  is  common  to  specify  that  no  bill 
shall  relate  to  more  than  one  subject,  and  that  this  shall  be 
distinctly  stated  in  the  enacting  clause.     Enacting  clauses 
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are  of  different  forms.  In  Ohio  it  is  :  **  Be  it  enacted  by 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Ohio  ;  *'  in  Michigan: 
**The  people  of  the  State  of  Michigan  enact;'*  in  New 
York  :  *  *  The  people  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented 
in  Senate  and  Assembly,  do  enact,'*  etc. 

683.  Enacting  Laws.  —  The  rules  regulating  this 
subject  are  established  by  the  constitution.  Sometimes  a 
majority  of  a  quorum  suffices  to  carry  a  measure,  but  com- 
monly a  majority  of  all  the  members  elected  to  each  house 
is  necessary.  In  four  States,  Rhode  Island,  Delaware, 
North  Carolina,  and  Ohio,  the  action  of  the  Legislature 
alone  is  sufficient  for  the  enactment  of  laws,  as  they  have 
never  given  their  Governors  the  veto  power.  Nor  did  the 
following  States  give  their  executives  this  power  until  the 
dates  mentioned:  Connecticut,  18 18;  Maryland  and  South 
Carolina,  1867  ;  Tennessee  and  Virginia,  1870 ;  West  Vir- 
ginia, 1872. 

.  Forty  States  require  aU  bills,  and  twenty-three  States  joint  reso- 
lutions also,  to  be  sent  to  the  Governor  for  his  approval  before  they 
become  laws.  The  rules  relating  to  the  subject  are  very  minute  and 
cannot  be  summarized.  New  York  in  the  years  1777-1821  intrusted 
the  veto  to  the  Governor,  Chancellor,  and  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court.  Illinois,  1818-1848,  gave  the  same  power  to  the  Governor  and 
Supreme  Judges.  In  Vermont,  previous  to  1838,  the  Governor  and 
Council  could  suspend  a  law  until  the  following  session  of  the  legis- 
lature. The  Governor  of  New  York  can  veto  some  portions  of  a  bill 
and  approve  other  portions. 


CHAPTER   LII. 
THE  STATE  EXECUTIVES. 

684.  Vesting  the  Executive  Power.^Most  of  the 
States  vest  the  supreme  executive  power  in  the  Governor, 
but  some  vest  it  in  the  Governor,  Lieutenant  Governor,  and 
the  heads  of  certain  enumerated  departments.  But  this 
distinction  is  more  in  name  than  in  fact,  as  we  shall  soon 
see. 

685.  Elections,  Terms,  and  Salaries. — These  are 
regulated  in  the  constitutions  and  laws,  details  being  com- 
monly left  to  the  laws.  The  States  present  a  considerable 
variety  of  provisions  relating  to  these  subjects.  Most  of 
them  hold  their  elections  on  the  day  fixed  by  Congress  for 
the  election  of  National  Representatives,  Tuesday  after  the 
first  Monday  of  November,  In  most  States  a  plurality  of 
the  votes  cast  suffices  for  an  election,  but  a  few  require  a 
majority.  In  the  last  case,  when  the  people  fail  to  elect, 
the  Legislature  chooses  one  of  the  candidates  voted  for. 
In  all  the  States  holding  gubernatorial  elections  in  Novem- 
ber, the  term  begins  on  or  near  the  first  Monday  of  Jan- 
uary following. 

In  Massachusetls  and  Rhode  Island  the  term  is  one  year ;  in  New 
Jersey  and  New  York,  three  years  ;  in  California,  Delaware,  i'lorida, 
Illinois,  Indiana,  Kentucky,  Xiouisiana,  Maryland,  Mississippi,  Mis- 
souri, Montana,  Nevada,  North  Carolina,  Oregon,  Peunsylvauia, 
Virginia,  Washington,  West  Virginia,  and  Wyoming,  four  years  ;  in 
the  other  States,  two  years.  The  gubernatorial  salary  ranges  from 
Ji,ooo  in  New  Hampshire,  Rhode  Island,  and  Vermont  to  Jio,ooo  in 
New  York  and  Pennsylvania. 

686.  Duties  of  the  Governor. — In  general,  these  are 
inferior  to  the  duties  of  the  Colonial  Governor,  who  was  a 
vice-regal  officer.     First  of  all,  the  Governor  must  see  that 
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the  laws  of  the  State  are  faithfully  executed.  He  gives  the 
I^egislature  informatiou  of  the  affairs  of  the  State,  in  a 
message  at  the  beginning  of  every  session.  He  may,  when 
the  occasion  calls  for  it,  convoke  the  Legislature  in  special 
session  ;  and  in  such  cases  he  states  in  his  message  his 
reasons  for  so  doing,  and  the  Legislature,  as  a  rule,  can  at 
such  session  legislate  only  upon  the  subjects  that  he  thus 
brings  to  its  attention.  He  nominates,  and  by  and  with 
the  consent  of  the  Senate,  appoints  all  State  officers  whose 
appointment  is  not  otherwise  provided  for.  He  fills  vacan- 
cies in  offices  occurring  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate.  Except 
in  those  States  that  have  intrusted  the  business  to  a  board 
of  pardons,  he  grants  reprieves  aud  pardons  to  convicted 
oifenders,  unless  in  cases  of  impeachment.  In  all  the 
States  but  four  he  has  a  limited  veto  on  legislation.  The 
Governor  is  commander-in-chief  of  the  militia  of  the  State, 
except  when  It  is  in  the  service  of  the  United  States.  He 
may  call  out  the  militia  to  execute  the  State  laws,  to  repel 
invasion,  and  suppress  insurrection.  As  the  commander  of 
the  militia,  he  appoints  a  military  staff;  adjutant,  quarter- 
master, and  commissary- generals,  and  aides-de-camp  and 
sometimes  also  the  higher  militia  officers.  In  some  States 
the  Governor  is  clothed  with  far  more  power  than  in 
others. 

687.  Executive  Departments. — Every  State  has  a 
Secretary  of  State,  who  keeps  the  State  records,  and  has  in 
his  keeping  the  great  seal,  and  a  Treasurer,  who  is  custo- 
dian of  the  State  funds.  Almost  always  there  is  an  Audi- 
tor or  Comptroller,  whose  business  it  is  to  examine  and 
audit  the  public  accounts,  and  draw  warrants  upon  the 
Treasurer.  Commonly  there  is  an  Attorney -General,  who 
looks  after  the  legal  business  of  the  State  iu  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  acts  as  the  law  adviser  of  the  Governor  and 
Legislature,  and  exercises  some  oversight  of  the  counts 
law  officers.  Mention  may  also  be  made  of  the 
tendent  of  Public  Instruction.    In  different  Stat* 
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boards,  bureaus,  or  offices  of  lands,  emigration,  labor, 
agriculture,  education,  insurance,  railroads,  statistics, 
bealth,  mines,  charities,  and  pardons.  The  principal  of  the 
officers  enumerated  in  this  section  are  generally  elected  by 
the  people  o£  the  State  ;  the  minor  ones  are  commonly  ap- 
pointed by  the  Governor  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate. 

688.  Governor's  Relations  to  Heads  of  Depart- 
ments.— These  are  very  diiferent  from  the  relations  of  the 
President  to  the  members  of  his  cabinet.  Rarely  has  the 
Governoranything  todo,  more  than  any  other  citizen,  with 
their  appointment  or  election.  They  do  not  necessarily 
belong  to  the  same  political  party,  and  frequently  do  not. 
They  are  elected  by  the  people,  and  are  not  responsible  to 
him.  They  may  make  their  reports  to  him,  but  only  as  a 
matter  of  form.  They  are  his  colleagues  rather  than  his 
subordinates.  In  no  sense  do  they  form  a  cabinet.  As  a 
result,  the  State  administration  is  much  less  unified  and 
centralized  than  the  National  administration. 

In  Part  I.  of  this  wort  we  eaamined  the  councils  that  advised 
the  Colonial  Governors  in  the  discharge  of  their  executive  duties. 
Some  of  them  were  advisory  bodies  solely,  but  most  of  them  were 
also  houses  of  legislation.  Several  of  the  old  States,  and  two  or 
three  of  the  new  ones  formerl  from  them,  still  have  similar  councils, 
although  the  legislative  power  that  they  once  possessed  has  been 
handed  over  to  the  State  Senates.  These  councils  are  merely  advi- 
sory boilies  to  the  Governor. 

689.  The  Lieutenant-Governor. — Thirty-two  States 

have  such  an  officer.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  is  ex  officio 
president  of  the  Senate,  and  he  succeeds  to  the  office  of 
Governor  on  the  occurrence  of  a  vacancy.  Alabama,  Del- 
aware, Arkansas,  Georgia,  Maine,  Maryland,  New  Hamp- 
shire, New  Jersey,  Oregon,  Tennessee,  West  Virginia,  and 
Wyoming,  have  no  officer  bearing  the  title.  In  these  States 
the  Senate  elects  its  own  president,  and  in  nine  of  them 
this  president  becomes  Governor  in  case  of  a  vacancy.  In 
Maryland  the  Legislature,  if  in  session,  elects  a  Governor 
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in  such  cases  ;  otherwise  the  President  of  the  Senate  suc- 
ceeds to  the  office.  In  Oregon  the  Secretary  of  State  suc- 
ceeds, and  in  Wyoming  also  until  the  vacancy  is  filled  by 
an  election. 


6go.     Vesting  the  Judicial  Power. — Every  State  has 

a  completely  developed  jadicial  system.  Sometimes  the 
constitution  creates  all  the  leading  features  of  the  system, 
sometimes  this  is  partly  left  to  the  Legislature.  The  kinds 
of  courts  are  very  similar  in  the  different  States,  but  the 
names  show  many  variations.  The  several  kinds  will  be 
briefly  described. 

691.  The  Justice's  Court. — This  has  a  limited  juris- 
diction in  both  civil  and  criminal  cases.  In  Ohio  no  civil 
case  can  originate  in  this  court  if  the  sum  in  controversy 
exceeds  $300.00.  Many  States  make  the  limit  still  smaller. 
The  justice  administers  penalties,  as  fines  and  imprison- 
ment for  petty  offenses,  and  binds  over  for  trial  in  the  court 
above,  or  commits  to  jail,  persons  charged  with  crimes 
beyond  his  jurisdiction.  The  city  police  magistrate  has  a 
criminal  jurisdiction  similar  to  that  of  the  justice  of  the 
peace.  In  some  States  the  justice  is  appointed  hy  the  Gov- 
ernor, but  in  most  he  is  elected  by  the  town  or  township. 

692.  The  County  Court. — This  is  sometimes  called 
the  Circuit  Court,  sometimes  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas, 
and  sometimes  by  other  names.  In  respect  to  the  amount 
of  business  that  it  does,  it  is  the  most  prominent  court  in 
the  system.  It  has  an  appellate  jurisdiction  from  the  court 
below,  and  a  wide  original  jurisdiction  both  civil  and  crim- 
inal. Some  cities  have  a  municipal  court  of  the  same 
grade  as  the  county  court,  which  does  for  the  city  what 
the  other  does  for  the  county.  A  few  cities  have  a  com- 
plete system  of  courts  within  themselves.     The  county  and 
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municipal  courts  meet,  as  a  rule,  four  times  a  year,  and  so 
are  called  Courts  of  Quarter  Sessions  in  some  States. 

693.  The  Probate  Court. — This  also  is  a  county 
court.  Its  principal  duties  relate  to  the  settlement  of  the 
estates  of  deceased  persons.  It  appoints  administrators  and 
guardians,  and  sometimes  has  a  j urisdiction  in  condemning 
property  for  public  use.  lu  some  States  it  issues  marriage 
licenses.  Some  States  have  no  Probate  Court  so-called, 
butiutrust  probate  business  to  some  other  tribunal. 

694.  The  Superior  Court. — This  court  is  also  known 
by  different  names.  Sometimes  it  is  called  the  District 
Court,  sometimes  the  Circuit  Court.  The  district  or  circuit 
includes  commouly  two  or  more  counties.  Sometimes  this 
court  is  composed  of  the  county  judges  of  the  counties  em- 
braced in  the  district  or  circuit,  sometimes  of  special  judges. 
In  some  States  the  supreme  judges  sit  in  this  court,  just 
as  the  National  justices  sit  in  the  National  Circuit  Court. 
The  Superior  Court  has  an  appellate  jurisdiction  from  the 
county  courts,  and  an  original  jurisdiction  as  well.  The 
original  jurisdiction  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  Ohio  is  the 
same  as  the  original  jurisdiction  of  the  Supreme  Court  itself. 
Some  States  have  still  another  class  of  courts  intermediate 
between  this  one  and  the  Supreme  Court. 

695.  The  Supreme  Court. — As  the  name  imports,  this 
is  properly  the  highest  court  of  the  State.  It  stands  to  the 
State  sj'Stem  in  the  same  relatiou  that  the  Supreme  Court  at 
Washington  stands  to  the  National  system.  It  sits  at  cer- 
tain prescribed  times  at  the  State  Capital,  and  in  some 
States  at  other  places.  Its  original  jurisdiction  is  very 
narrow,  but  Its  appellate  jurisdiction  is  very  wide. 

Itt  i3  States  the  Supreme  Court  consists  of  3  judges,  in  12  States 
of  5,  in  I  of  6,  in  4  of  7,  in  a  of  S,  in  i  of  9.  Their  salaries  range 
from  Ji.ooo  in  Delaware  to  J8,ooo  in  Pennsylvania  ($8,500  for  the 
Chief  Justice). 

696.  Courts  of  Appeals. — In  several  States  the  Su- 
preme Court  in  name  is  not  such  in  fact ;  there  is  still  a 
higher  court  that  has  been  styled  "the  supremest  court." 
In  New  York  this  is  called  the  Court  of  Appeals,  in  New 
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Jersey  the  Court  of  Errors  and  Appeals,  and  in  Kentucky 
the  Superior  Court.  Louisiana  has  a  Court  of  Appeals 
below  the  Supreme  Court ;  Texas  has  two  Supreme  Courts, 
one  for  civil  and  one  for  criminal  business. 

697.  Appointment  of  Judges. — At  first  the  judges 
were  appointed  by  the  Governor  and  Council  in  Massachu- 
setts, New  York,  and  Maryland;  in  the  other  States,  they 
were  elected  by  the  Legislatures.  Now  a  great  majority  of 
judges  are  elected  by  the  popular  vote.  In  Connecticut, 
Rhode  Island,  Vermont,  West  Virginia,  South  Carolina, 
and  Georgia,  the  Supreme  Judges  are  elected  by  the  Legis- 
latures; in  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Delaware,  and  Massa- 
chusetts, they  are  appointed  by  the  Governor  and  Council ; 
in  New  Jersey,  Florida,  Mississippi,  and  Louisiana,  by  the 
Governor  and  Senate.  In  the  other  States  the  people  elect 
them. 

698.  Tenure  of  Judges.— Early  in  the  history  of  the 
Republic,  the  common  rule  was  during  good  behavior. 
Now,  the  Supreme  judges  of  New  Hampshire  and  Dela- 
ware may  serve  until  they  are  seventy  years  of  age;  in 
Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  the  term  is  life  or  good 
behavior;  in  the  other  States,  the  terms  vary  from  two 
years  in  Vermont  to  twenty-one  years  in  Pennsylvania, 

699.  Officers  of  Courts — The  constable  who  serves 
the  processes  of  the  justice's  court,  the  sheriff  who  serves 
those  of  the  county,  district,  and  circuit  courts,  and  the 
clerks  of  the  several  courts  are  commonly  elected.  The 
law  officers  of  the  several  counties,  variously  called  States' 
attorneys,  prosecuting  attorneys,  and  county  attorneys,  are 
also  elected.  It  is  the  business  of  these  officers  to  look 
after  the  legal  business  of  the  county,  and  especially  to  see 
that  violations  of  the  criminal  laws  are  duly  punished. 
They  are  also  the  law-advisers  of  the  county  authorities. 

700.  Jurisdiction. — The  jurisdiction  of  the  State 
courts,  in  both  civil  and  criminal  cases,  is  co-extensive  with 
the  State  constitution  and   laws,     Cases  arising  in  these 
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courts  that  involve  Federal  questions  may  be  carried  to  the 
National  courts,  as  previously  explained ;  but  with  this 
exception,  the  judiciary  of  any  State  is  independent,  and  its 
determinations  are  conclusive  and  final. 

701.  Trial  by  Jury. — In  discussing  the  National 
Judiciary,  some  remarks  have  been  made  concerning  this 
right,  so  dearly  prized  by  all  English-speaking  men.  The 
State  constitutions  and  laws  differ  more  or  less  in  details  in 
relation  to  this  subject ;  but  all  of  them  have  preserved 
the  grand  features  of  the  jury  system  first  built  up  in  Eng- 
land, and  then  transplanted  to  the  Colonies  in  the  seven- 
teenth century.  Restrictions,  limitations,  and  guarantees 
similar  to  those  found  in  the  National  Constitution  and 
Amendments  had  been  incorporated  into  the  State  consti- 
tutions before  the  Convention  of  1787  sat,  and  they  are 
found  in  all  of  them  to-day. 


CHAPTER  LIV. 


SUFFRAGE,  ELIGIBILITV  TO  OFFICE.  AND  ELECTIONS. 
703.  How  Fixed, — Every  State  regulates  the  qualifi- 
catioQS  of  voters  and  office-holders  in  its  constitution  and 
laws,  except  that  Amendment  XV.  of  the  National  Consti- 
tution provides  that,  as  respects  voting,  no  discrimination 
shall  be  made  on  account  of  race,  color,  or  previous  condi- 
tion of  servitude.  Formerly,  property  qualifications  were 
imposed  upon  the  voter ;  these  have  now  been  swept  away, 
Rhode  Island,  the  last  State  to  take  such  action,  having 
done  so  in  188S.  Several  States,  however,  require  the  pay- 
ment of  a  poll-tax  as  a  condition  for  voting. 

703.  Common  Rule  of  Suffrage. — This  is  what  is 
sometimes  called  manhood  suffrage.  That  is,  the  vote  is 
given  to  every  male  person  twenty-one  years  of  age  and  up- 
wards, unless  he  has  some  prescribed  disqualification. 
These  disqualifications  are  summed  up  in  rules  the  princi- 
pal of  which  are  mentioned  below. 

704.  Citizenship. — A  majority  of  the  States  demand 
citizenship  of  the  voter.  Fifteen  States,  however,  give  the 
suffrage  to  every  male  person  of  foreign  birth  of  the  re- 
quired age  who  shall  have  declared  his  intention  to  become 
a  citizen  a  prescribed  time  before  the  election  at  which  he 
offers  his  vote,  the  time  varying  from  thirty  days  to  one 
year.  In  some  States  it  is  given  to  every  male  inhabitant 
of  voting  age, 

705.  Residence. — In  a  majority  of  the  States  the  citi- 
zen must  have  resided  in  the  State  a  certain  time  before  he 
can  become  a  voter.    This  period  varies  from  three  months 
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to  two  years  ;  the  common  rule  is  one  year.  Some  States 
also  require  residence  in  the  county  and  voting  precinct, 
as  twelve  days  in  the  one  and  thirty  in  the  other. 

706.  Race. — The  word  "white"  is  still  found  as  a 
qualification  for  voting  in  a  few  constitutions,  but  it  is 
overridden  by  Amendment  XV.  Indians  not  taxed  are 
commonly  excluded  ;  and  so  are  Chinamen,  or  persons  of 
the  Mongolian  race,  in  most  or  all  of  the  States  on  the 
Pacific  Slope. 

707.  Education. — Connecticut  and  Wyoming  make 
ability  to  read  the  State  constitution  an  electoral  qualifica- 
tion. Massachusetts  demands  ability  both  to  read  the  con- 
stitution in  the  Knglish  language  and  to  write  one's  name. 
The  present  constitution  of  Mississippi,  adopted  in  i8go, 
imposes  as  a  qualification  on  the  elector,  in  addition  to  the 
other  and  usual  specified  qualifications,  the  ability  to  read 
any  section  of  the  constitution  of  the  State,  or  ability  to 
understand  the  same  when  read  to  him,  or  give  a  reason- 
able interpretation  thereof 

708.  Registration. — To  prevent  fraudulent  voting  and 
secure  honest  elections,  a  majority  of  the  States  require  a 
registration  of  the  voters  to  be  made  in  the  precinct  where 
they  reside,  sometimes  throughout  the  State  and  sometimes 
in  towns  and  cities  having  more  than  a  prescribed  popula- 
tion. Some  States  require  a  registration  in  all  precincts; 
one  State  requires  it  in  cities  only ;  three  forbid  it  alto- 
gether. New  York  and  New  Jersey  require  registration  in 
all  towns  and  cities  having  a  population  of  10,000  and  up- 
ward. 

709.  Religion. — The  constitution  of  Idaho  denies  the 
ballot  to  all  bigamists,  polygamists,  or  persons  living  in 
patriarchal,  plural,  or  celestial  marriage,  or  who  teach,  or 
in  any  way  countenance,  such  practices.  No  other  consti- 
tution now  contains  anything  that  can  be  termed  a  religious 
qualification  for  suffrage ;  and  here  it  is  more  formal  than 
practical. 
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710.  Various  Disqualifications. — Certain  classes  of 
persons  are  disfranchised  for  mental  or  moral  reasons. 
Mention  may  be  made  of  idiots,  lunatics,  and  persons 
convicted  of  infamous  crimes,  unless  civil  rights  are  re- 
stored to  them  ;  paupers,  duelists,  and  persons  bribing  or 
attempting  to  bribe  electors,  are  also  sometimes  disfran- 
chised. 

711.  Woman's  Suffrage. — The  Territories  of  Wyo- 
ming, Washington,  and  Utah  gave  the  ballot  to  women  on 
the  same  terms  as  men.  Wyoming,  on  becoming  a  State, 
iu  1890,  inserted  this  clause  in  her  constitution,  being  the 
first  State  to  take  such  a  step  :  "The  rights  of  citizens  of 
the  State  of  Wyoming  to  vote  and  hold  office  shall  not  be 
denied  or  abridged  on  account  of  sex."  In  1893  Colorado 
adopted  an  amendment  to  her  constitution  putting  women 
on  the  same  footing  as  men  in  respect  to  suffrage  and  hold- 
ing office.  Utah,  in  her  Constitution,  has  also  accorded  the 
ballot  to  women.  North  Dakota  authorized  her  Legislature 
to  give  women  otherwise  qualified  the  right  to  vote,  provided 
the  people  at  a  general  election  when  the  question  was 
regularly  submitted  should  give  their  approval.  Kansas, 
Minnesota,  Montana,  Idaho,  Colorado,  South  Dakota, 
Massachusetts,  Ohio,  Michigan,  and  probably  still  other 
States,  allow  women  to  vote  for  school  officers,  and  some  of 
them  on  other  questions  relating  to  schools,  and  North  Da- 
kota and  Washington  have  authorized  their  Legislatures  to 
enact  laws  conferring  such  right.  Montana  allows  women 
who  are  tax-payers,  of  prescribed  age  and  character,  to  vote 
equally  with  men  upon  all  questions  submitted  to  the  vote 
of  the  tax-payers,  as  such,  of  the  State,  or  any  political 
division  thereof. 

712.  Cumulative  Voting. — Tiic  constitution  of  Illinois  gives  each 
district  three  representatives,  and  allows  each  elector  to  distribute 
histhree  votes  as  he  sees  fit,  giving  them  all  to  one  candidate,  two  to 
ooe  candidate  and  one  to  another,  or  one  to  each  of  three  caudidates. 
That  of  Pennsylvania  provides  that  when  two  or  more  judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  or  two  or  more  designated  county  officers,  are  to  be 
chosen,  each  elector  shall  vote  for  only  one  or  two  of  three  candi- 
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dates.  The  object  of  this  method  of  voting  is  lo  secure  the  represen- 
tation of  minorities  by  enabling  them  to  masa  their  votes  on  one  or 
more  candidates. 

713.  Modes  of  Voting. — In  all  the  States  voting  is 
now  done  by  ballot.  Formerly  the  viva  voce  method  pre- 
vailed in  many  States,  the  elector  declaring  his  choice  to 
the  judges  of  the  election,  who  recorded  it  in  the  poll-book. 
Kentucky  continued  to  elect  State  officers  in  this  manner 
until  1895. 

Within  the  last  few  years  most  of  the  States,  with  a  view  to  pro- 
tect the  Toter  against  intimidation  or  nndne  influence  in  casting  his 
ballot,  have  taken  measures  to  render  voting  absolutely  secret. 
Mauy  States  have  adopted  the  so-called  Australian  System,  or  modi- 
fications of  that  system.  Ballot  reform  has  made  its  impress  upon 
two  or  more  of  the  constitutions  last  adopted.  Idaho  provides  : 
"  An  absolutely  secret  ballot  is  hereby  guaranteed,  and  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  enact  such  laws  as  shall  carry  this 
section  into  effect."  And  Wyoming:  "  All  voters  shall  be  guaran- 
teed absolute  privacy  in  the  preparation  of  their  ballots,  and  the 
secrecy  of  their  ballot."  la  West  Virginia  the  voter  is  "  left  free  to 
vote  by  either  open,  sealed  or  secret  ballot,  as  he  may  elect," 

714.  Holding  Office.^The  general  rule  may  be  stated 
thus:  Persons  entitled  to  vote  may  also  hold  office,  pro- 
vided they  are  of  a  certain  prescribed  age  and  have  lived 
within  the  State  a  certain  prescribed  time.  The  Indiana 
rule  is  that  the  Governor  must  be  thirty  years  of  age,  must 
have  been  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  five  years,  and 
have  resided  in  the  State  for  the  6ve  years  next  preceding 
his  election.  And  this  rule  may  be  taken  as  a  fair  exam- 
ple. Several  States,  as  Pennsylvania  and  Kansas,  allow 
women  to  hold  school  offices,  and  Wyoming  allows  them 
to  bold  any  office  whatever. 

715.  Religious  Tests. — Most  of  the  constitutions  de- 
clare that  no  religious  test  shall  be  required  for  the  enjoy- 
ment of  any  civil  or  political  right,  and  that  no  preference 
shall  be  given  by  law  to  any  religious  sect.  But  several 
constitutions  declare  persons  disqualified  for  office  who 
deny  the  existence  of  the  Supreme  Being  ;  a  smaller  num- 


i.  as  jurors 


Miti 


396  THE  AMERICAN  GOVERNMENT. 

ber  require  a  belief  in  God  ;  while  Tennessee  insists  on  a 
belief  in  a  future  state  of  rewards  and  punishments.  Idaho 
declares  persons  who  are  disfranchised  as  bigamists  or 
polygamists  ineligible  to  office  and  also  disqualified  to  sit 


Formerly  office-holding  was  often  limited  by  property  qualifica- 
tions. The  only  remaining  vestige  of  this  usage  is  in  Delaware, 
where  a  senator  must  be  the  owner  of  a  freehold  of  200  acres  of 
land,  or  a  personal  or  real  estate  of  not  less  than  ;^i,ooo  value  ;  but 
it  was  as  late  as  1892  that  Massachusetts  struck  from  her  constitution 
the  provision  that  no  person  should  be  eligible  to  election  as  Gov- 
ernor unless,  at  the  time  of  his  election,  he  should  be  seized,  in  bis 
own  right,  of  a  freehold  within  the  Commonwealth  of  the  value  of 
one  thousand  pounds. 


CHAPTER  LV. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT. 
Refer  BNCBs. 

The  best  historical  work  on  this  subject  is  Howard,  Am  Inttoduc- 
lion  to  the  Local  ConstUulional  History  of  the  United  States,  Vol,  I. 
Development  of  the  Township,  Hundred,  and  Shire,  (  Vol.  II.,  Mu- 
nicipal Government,  has  not  been  published).  Johns  Hopkins  Uni- 
versity, Studies  in  the  Historical  and  Political  Sciences,  edited  by  H. 
B.  Adams,  Vol.  /.,  Local  Inslilalions.  (Additional  matter  relating  lo 
the  same  subject  is  found  in  Vols.  IT.,  III.;  there  are  also  papers  on 
municipal  government  in  Vols.  IV.,  V.,  VII.)  Fiske,  Civil  Govern- 
ment in  the  United  States  Considered  with  Reference  to  its  Origins  ; 
Galpin,  Statistical  Atlas  of  the  United  States,  with  Maps,  i^e  Sev- 
enth Census;  Conkling,  City  Government  ia  the  United  Slates;  Shaw, 
Municipal  Government  in  England;  Jenks,  An  Outline  of  English 
Local  Government. 

Attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  fact  that  the  National 
Constitution  and  laws  form  but  one-half  of  the  American 
Government,  and  that  we  must  resort  to  the  State  constitu- 
tions and  laws  for  the  other  half.  But  the  State  govern- 
ments, properly  so-called,  by  no  means  exercise  all  the  re- 
maining powers  that  are  necessary  to  the  peace  and  good 
order  of  society.  A  multitude  of  legislative  and  executive 
acts  can  be  named  that  the  General  Assembly  and  the  State 
Executive  never  touch.  Besides,  these  are  the  very  acts 
in  which  the  average  citizen  is  most  interested.  The  State 
constitutions  and  laws  do  indeed  provide  for  their  perform- 
ance, but  only  in  an  indirect  way.  These  facts  bring  before 
US  some  of  the  most  characteristic  political  ideas  and  insti- 
tutions of  the  English-speaking  race. 

These  ideas  and  institutions  relate  to  local  government. 

Their  origin  in  England  was  dealt  with  in  Chapter  II.  of 

this  work  ;  also  the  three  types  of  local  government  that, 

in  obedience  to  English  influeace  and  American  conditions, 
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sprang  up  in  the  United  States,  We  must  now  return  to 
the  subject,  for  the  purpose  of  describing  these  types  as 
they  exist  at  the  present  time. 

I.    The  Town  System. 

716.  Continuity  of  New  England  Life. — The  political 
institutions  that  first  rooted  in  New  England,  local  as  welt 
as  central,  proved  to  be  permanent.  The  Town  system  of 
governmeut  has,  with  time,  undergone  minor  modifications, 
but  it  still  exists  in  its  principal  original  features,  It  is 
not  po,ssible,  or  even  necessar>',  to  follow  its  history,  or 
fully  to  describe  it,  as  found  in  any  one  State,  and  much 
less  in  all  the  States  ;  but  it  is  important  to  state  its  char- 
acteristic features. 

717.  The  New  England  Town. — The  town  receives 
a  charter  from  the  State  Legislature,  and  is  a  body  politic 
and  corporate.  It  elects  its  own  ofRcers,  and  manages  its 
local  concerns  in  its  own  way.  It  imposes  and  collects  its 
own  taxes,  expends  its  own  money,  and  lends  to  the  county 
and  State  the  use  of  its  local  machinery  for  levying  and 
collecting  county  and  State  taxes.  Every  town  was  once 
represented  in  the  legislature,  but  town  representation  is 
found  now  only  in  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont. 

718.  Town-Meeting. — ^Once  a  year,  or  oftener,  the 
electors  of  the  town  meet  in  town-meeting,  as  their  Saxon 
ancestors  met  in  town-moot.  The  assembly  chooses  its 
own  moderator,  and  any  member  can  make  and  discuss  mo- 
tions as  well  as  vote.  The  business  transacted  may  be  thus 
grouped  ; 

1.  The  affairs  of  the  town  are  canvassed  ;  reports  are 
made  and  accounts  presented  and  discussed. 

2.  The  town  taxes  are  voted,  care  being  taken  to  des- 
ignate the  objects  for  which  money  shall  be  expended. 

3.  Town  officers  are  chosen.  The  annual  meeting  at 
which  this  is  done  is  held  in  February,  March,  or  April. 
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Town -meetings,  or  elections,  for  selecting  county,  State,  or 
National  ofBcers  are  held  at  such  times  as  the  law  may  fix, 

719.  Town  Officers.^  The  selectmen,  three,  five, 
seven,  or  nine  iu  number,  are  the  general  managers  of  the 
town  business.  They  issue  warrants  calling  the  towu- 
raeetings;  preside  at  those  held  for  county.  State,  or  Na- 
tional purposes,  canvassing  the  votes  and  declaring  the 
result ;  grant  licenses,  impanel  jurors,  listen  to  complaints 
about  public  matters,  lay  out  town  roads,  "speak  for  the 
town  "  in  county  or  State  matters,  register  the  voters,  and 
attend  to  many  other  things  besides.  The  school  com- 
mittee has  general  oversight  of  the  town  schools.  The  du- 
ties of  the  other  officers  are  sufficiently  indicated  by  their 
titles  ;  the  clerk,  treasurer,  assessor  of  taxes,  overseers  of 
the  poor,  surveyors  of  highways,  fence- viewers,  etc. 

720.  The  County.— The  New  Kngland  county  is  also 
a  corporation.  It  is  mainly  a  judicial,  and  not  a  political, 
division  of  the  State;  in  Rhode  Island  there  are  no  county 
officers  but  the  judicial  officers.  The  three  county  commis- 
sioners, elected  by  the  people,  build  and  manage  the  county 
buildings,  lay  out  new  highways  leading  from  one  town  to 
another,  estimate  the  annual  county  taxes,  and  apportion 
them  among  the  several  towns  and  cities,  audit  the  ac- 
counts of  the  treasurer,  and  perform  a  variety  of  other 
business.  Other  officers  are  the  clerk  of  the  court,  the 
treasurer,  the  register  of  deeds,  and  the  register  of  probate, 
who  is  the  clerk  of  the  Probate  Court, 

IL    The  County  Svsteu. 

721.  Its  Extent.  The  example  of  Virginia,  in  which 
it  first  grew  up,  and  the  influence  of  similar  material  and 
social  conditions,  firmly  fixed  the  County  system  in  all  the 
old  South  Atlantic  States,  Moreover,  it  was  an  overflow 
of  the  population  of  these  States  that  created  the  new 
ones  west  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains  and  south  of  the 
Ohio  River.    As  these  people  carried  their  old  ideas  and  i" 
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stitutions  with  them,  and  as  they  found  in  the  West  phys- 
ical conditions  similar  to  those  that  they  had  left  behind, 
it  would  be  strange  indeed  if  the  County  system  had  not 
taken  firm  root  in  the  old  South  Central  States,  More  than 
this,  Southern  men  from  both  of  the  old  sections  pushed 
into  the  Northwest  and  the  farther  West,  and  planted  the 
same  system  wherever  their  iuflueiice  was  predominant. 
Accordingly,  it  is  found  to-day,  not  only  in  the  Southern 
States  west  of  the  Mississippi,  but  also  in  California  and 
in  Oregon  as  well. 

722,  The  County. — ^Where  the  County  system  pre- 
vails the  conditions  of  the  Town  system  are  wholly  re- 
versed. The  County  is  the  political  unit,  and  is  clothed 
with  all  local  political  powers.  It  receives  its  charter  from 
the  Legislature,  and,  as  in  olden  times,  is  responsible  to 
the  State  for  its  quota  of  the  State  taxation.  "The  area 
of  the  County,"  says  Professor  Galpin,  "  forbids  any  gen- 
eral gathering  of  its  inhabitants  vested  with  the  legislative 
and  executive  functions  of  the  town-meeting,  as  well  as 
any  intimate  mutual  acquaintance  between  the  inhabitants 
of  its  different  sections.  Of  necessity,  therefore,  the  ad- 
ministration of  all  local  affairs  is  intrusted  wholly  to  the 
county  officers,  and  the  political  duty  and  privilege  of  the 
citizen  begins  and  ends  on  election  day.  The  duly  author- 
ized officers  of  the  county  are  thus  charged  with  the  care 
and  control  of  the  county  property,  the  levy  and  collection 
of  State  and  county  taxes,  the  division  of  the  county  into 
election  districts,  the  laying  out  and  repairing  of  roads  and 
bridges,  the  care  of  the  poor,  the  police  of  the  county,  and 
in  general,  all  county  and  local  affairs."  The  officers 
charged  with  these  duties  are  elected  or  appointed  in  dif- 
ferent ways  and  for  different  times,  and  are  not  uniform  in 
number.  The  common  name  of  the  body  is  County  Board 
or  County  Court.  Other  officers  are  the  collector,  assessor, 
superintendent  of  schools,  apportioners  of  roads,  sheriff,  etc. 
There  is  also  a  Probate  Court  as  well  as  the  State  courts. 
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723.  The  Township. — The  subdivisions  of  the  county 
are  known  in  diEFerent  States  by  different  names,  viz. :  Ala- 
bama, Florida,  Kentucky,  Nebraska,  Oregon,  and  Texas,  as 
precincts ;  Arkansas,  California,  Missouri,  and  Nevada,  as 
townships ;  Delaware,  as  hundreds ;  Georgia,  as  militia  dis- 
tricts; Louisiana,  where  also  the  counties  are  called  par- 
ishes, as  wards ;  Maryland,  as  election  districts;  Mississippi, 
as  supervisors  districts  ;  Tennessee,  as  civil  districts.  In 
most  of  the  County -system  States  the  local  subdivisions,  by 
whatever  name  known,  are  created  by  the  county  authori- 
ties. They  are  but  skeletons,  and  exist  only  for  conveni- 
ence as  districts  for  holding  elections,  for  fixing  the  juris- 
diction of  the  justice  of  the  peace,  or  for  determining  the 
militia-company  organization.  Justices  of  the  peace  and 
constables  are  found  in  these  districts,  but  the  districts  are 
in  no  sense  political  organs. 

It  13  difficult  to  conceive  of  modes  of  local  government  existing  in 
democratic  states  more  tnilike  than  the  Town  and  County  systems. 
la  New  England  the  towa  has  a  distinct  name,  of  which  the  citizens 
are  generallyproud,  and  historical  association  ofwMch  they  are  still 
prouder  ;  in  the  Soutli  these  feelings  and  associations  all  cluster 
about  the  county.  In  Massachusetts  we  read  of  the  townof  Danvers, 
Quincy,  or  Dedham  ;  in  Virginia  of  Westmoreland  or  Rockingham 
couuty.  In  Mississippi  wholecounties  have  no  other  names  for  sub- 
divisions than  those  furnished  by  the  surveyors,  as  Township  3, 
Range  7,  while  in  North  Carolina  the  county  seems  to  be  divided 
numerically.  Mr.  Jefferson's  admiration  of  the  Town  system,  and 
hiafutile  attempts  to  introduce  it  into  Virginia,  are  well  known. ' 

III.    Thb  Mixed  System. 

734.  Two  Types.— As  we  saw  in  Chapter  II.,  two 
types  of  this  system,  which  is  also  called  the  Compromise 
system,  appeared  in  Colonial  times,  the  one  in  New  York 
and  the  other  in  Pennsylvania.  In  both  States  town  or 
township  and  county  elements  are  found,  but  they  are  com- 
bined in  different  ratios.  The  New  York  type,  possibly 
owing  to  New  England  influence,  is  the  more  democ 
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placing  greater  stress  on  the  towuship  ;  the  Pennsylvania 
type,  possibly  owing  to  Southern  influence,  is  the  more  cen- 
tralized, placing  greater  stress  on  the  county.  Their  com- 
mon features,  as  well  as  the  leading  points  of  difference, 
will  be  more  carefully  stated. 

725.  The  County. — In  both  New  York  and  Pennsyl- 
vania, the  county  is  a  body  politic  and  corporate.  In  New 
York,  the  county  administration  is  in  the  hands  of  a  board 
of  supervisors,  in  which  the  townships  are  equally  repre- 
sented ;  in  Peunsylvauia,  it  is  in  the  hands  of  a  board  of 
three  commissioners,  elected  by  the  county  at  large.  The 
New  York  supervisor  is  also  a  township  officer  in  his  town- 
ship ;  but  the  Pennsylvania  commissioner  has  no  town- 
ship powers  or  duties  whatever.  The  county  board  in  both 
States  lays  out  county  roads  and  builds  county  bridges ; 
erects  and  cares  for  the  county  buildings  ;  levies  taxes  and 
borrows  money  for  county  purposes,  subject  to  law  ;  audits 
the  accounts  of  county  and  township  officers  ;  passes  upon 
claims  against  the  townships,  directing  the  raising  of  funds 
for  their  payment,  as  well  as  township  propositions  to  bor- 
row money,  and  discharges  all  duties  properly  connected 
with  the  county  administration.  All  taxes,  except  such  as 
may  be  laid  by  school  districts  for  school  purposes  and  by 
municipalities,  arc  levied  by  the  county  board ;  State  taxes 
on  the  warrant  of  the  State  authority,  county  taxes,  not 
exceeding  a  certain  limit,  at  its  own  discretion,  and  town- 
ship taxes  on  the  certificate  of  the  township  authority. 
The  New  York  board  examines  and  allows  claims  against 
the  county,  and  levies  taxes  for  their  payment;  in  Penn- 
sylvania both  duties  are  performed  by  a  board  of  three 
special  auditors.  Other  county  officers  are  the  clerk,  the 
treasurer,  the  recorder  or  register  of  deeds,  and  the  com- 
missioner or  superintendent  of  schools. 

726.  The  Township. — Under  the  dual  system,  the 
township  is  also  a  body  corporate  and  politic.  In  New 
York  it  is  created  by  the  county  board  ;  in  Pennsylvania, 
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by  the  County  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  ;  in  New  Jersey, 
by  the  Legislature.  It  has  power  to  lay  out  and  repair  the 
highways,  to  estimate  the  amouut  of  taxes  to  be  raised  for 
schools  and  other  local  purposes,  which  estimates  it  sub- 
mits to  the  couuty  authorities  for  approval,  aud,  in  general, 
to  act  upon  local  matters  not  delegated  to  the  county.  In 
New  York  the  township-meetiug  passes  directly  upon 
certain  local  questions;  but  in  Pennsylvania,  where  the 
administration  is  more  centralized,  these  duties  devolve 
upon  a  local  board  of  supervisors.  The  township  officers 
are  one  or  more  supervisors,  a  clerk,  assessors,  commission- 
ers, constables,  justices  of  the  peace,  and  commissioners 
of  the  highways.  In  New  Vork  the  poor  support  is  fur- 
nished partly  by  the  township  and  partly  by  the  couuty;  in 
Pennsylvania  it  is  under  the  control  of  a  county  director. 
Schools  are  carried  on  by  the  township,  but  are  subject  to 
county  supervision.  It  should  be  added,  that  the  Legisla- 
tures subject  both  county  aud  township  expenses  to  strict 
regulation,  to  prevent  abuse  of  powers. 

737.  Blending  oFElements  in  the  ^Vest. — The  early 
movements  of  population  in  the  United  States  were  west- 
ward along  parallels  of  latitude.  Emigrants  from  the  three 
divisions  of  the  old  States  carried  with  them  their  political 
ideas,  habits,  and  preferences ;  but  the  emigration  from 
New  England  was  so  blended  with  that  from  the  South, 
and  particularly  with  that  from  the  Middle  States,  that  it 
was  never  able  to  establish  the  Town  system  pure  and  sim- 
ple. Only  the  County  system  and  the  Mixed  system  are 
found  west  of  the  Atlantic  States. 

728.  Pennsylvania  Type  in  the  West. — -The  Gov- 
ernor and  Judges  of  the  Northwest  Territory  were  author- 
ized by  the  Ordinance  of  1787  to  adopt  and  publish  such 
laws  of  the  original  States  for  said  Territory  as  they  deemed 
fit  and  necessary.  The  Ordinance  al.so  contemplated  the 
creation  of  counties  and  towna.  This  first  Legislature,  like 
the  population,  was  made  up  of  men  from  all  sections  of 
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the  country  :  Governor  St.  Clair  was  from  Pennsylvania, 
Judge  Symmes  from  New  Jersey,  Judge  Putnamfrom  Mass- 
achusetts, Judge  Turner  from  North  Carolina.  The  result 
was  the  establishment  of  the  Pennsylvania  system,  north 
of  the  Ohio,  with  some  changes  effected  by  New  England 
influence.  This  early  legislation,  strengthened  by  the  in- 
fluences that  produced  it,  permanently  settled  the  status  of 
Ohio  and  Indiana,  and  also  exerted  a  considerable  influence 
upon  other  Western  States. 

729.  New  York  Type  in  the  West. — ^This  type, 
more  or  less  modified  sometimes  by  other  ideas,  has  been 
widely  adopted  throughout  the  West  and  Northwest.  In 
some  States,  even  the  towuship-meetingfor  purposes  of  leg- 
islation has  been  introduced.  Michigan  is  a  good  example 
of  the  strength  of  this  type  ;  the  Governor  and  Judges  of 
the  Northwest  Territor}'  set  up  the  Pennsylvania  type,  but 
with  an  increased  proportion  of  immigrants  from  New  York 
and  New  Kngland  this  was  rejected  and  the  New  York 
type  substituted  in  its  room. 

730.  Changes  of  Type. — A  closer  study  of  the  subject  than  the 
present  one  would  bring  into  view  many  minor  facts  of  much  iuler- 
eat.  One  of  these  facts  would  be  the  influence  of  the  different  sec- 
tions of  the  country,  and  the  different  systems,  upon  each  other.  In 
some  States  we  sometimes  find  two  systems  existing  side  by  side. 
The  first  constitution  of  Illinois,  framed  mainly  by  Southern  men  in 
1818,  established  tlie  County  system  ;  tlie  constitution  of  1848,  there 
having  been  a  large  influx  of  Eastern  population  in  the  meantime, 
authorized  a  law  that  left  tbe  settlement  of  the  question  to  the  people 
of  the  counties;  and  under  the  law  that  the  Legislature  passed  i a 
pursuance  of  tbis  authority,  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  comities 
have  the  Mixed  system.  In  other  States,  also,  as  in  Missouri 
and  Nebraska,  tbis  system  is  rapidly  encroaching  upon  the  County 
system,  under  a  similar  county-option  law 

Relative  Merits  of  the  Several  Systems.— These  cannot 
be  discussed  as  an  abstract  question.  Much  depends  upon  natural 
and  social  factors.  The  highly  specialiied  Town  system  was  most 
consonant  with  New  EngUnd  civilization;  the  County  system  was 
best  adapted  to  the  South ;  while  the  Compromise  system,  under  its 
two  forms,  has  well  met  the  needs  of  the  West  and  Northwest.  This 
system  is  now  encroaching  upon  the  County  system,  and  it  will  not 
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be  surprising  if  in  time  it  largely  or  wholly  supplants  it.  Combin- 
ing the  stronger  features  of  the  two  otber  systems,  as  the  Union 
comLiines  the  stronger  features  of  large  and  small  states,  it  has  shown 
singular  vitality  and  power. 

Evidentlj-,  thesupervisortypeof  the  County  system  is  moredemo- 
eralic  than  the  comraisstoaer  type,  but  also  more  cumbersome.  It 
may  fairly  be  claimed  for  the  board  of  commissioners,  particularly  in 
a  county  where  there  would  be  a  large  number  of  supervisors,  that 
it  is  more  effective,  and  gives  less  opportunity  for  log-rolijug  and 
pipe-laying.  The  two  forms  of  the  Miied  system  are  sometimes 
calleii  the  Township-county  system,  and  the  County -precinct  system. 
The  political  influence  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania  upon  Ihe 
West  has  been  far  greater  than  that  of  any  other  States. 

IV.    Municipal  Government. 

732.  Need  of  such  Government. — No  one  of  the 

three  systems  of  local  government  just  described  will 
answer  the  purposes  of  a  city,  or  at  least  of  a  large  city. 
Nor  can  the  State  govern  it  to  advantage.'  It  needs  a 
government  that  is  centralized  and  efficient.  This  demand 
is  met  by  municipal  government,  a  word  that  means  per- 
taining to  a  municipium,  or  a  self-governing  Italian  town 
in  the  Roman  period. 

In  1789  there  were  but  five  or  six  cities  iu  the  United  States,  and 
but  3.S5  per  cent,  of  the  total  population  livfd  in  cities.  In  1890 
there  were  hundreds  of  cities,  and  89.12  percent,  of  the  population 
lived  in  them.  At  present,  therefore,  municipal  government  takes 
high  rank  among  the  local  institutions  of  the  country. 

733.  City  and  State. — The  government  of  a  city  is  a 
reduced  copy  of  the  government  of  the  State.  It  has  its 
own  constitution,  its  own  laws,  its  own  legislature,  execu- 
tive, and  judiciary,  its  own  treasury,  and  its  own   police 

I  Mr.  Fiske  has  shown  not  only  that  State  I,egi3lHlures  are  incoinpetcnl  to  tnan- 
Bf-c  the  local  afFalis  of  cities,  but  also  that  they  have  not  the  lime  to  do  so.  "  In 
1850  the  number  ofacts  passed  by  the  New  York  Irfgislalure  was  808.  of  these  in, 
orinoie  than  one-fourth  of  the  whole,  related  to  citlpa  and  viUaBes.  The  BoS  acts, 
when  printed,  filled  about  i.ooo  octavo  pagea  ;  and  of  these  m  acts  filled  more 
than  l.Eoo  pages."  (p.  128.)    And  yet  these  acts  dealt  only  with  the  general  feat- 

volums  of  city  and  village  legislation,  we  can  form  tome  adequate  notion  of  the 
relBliou  that  local  goveronieat  hears  to  government  b>  a  whole. 
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force.  Except  that  it  is  subject  to  the  State,  it  occupies  a 
position  not  unlike  that  of  the  free  city  of  the  Middle 
Ages  ;  or,  more  correctly,  it  maybe  likened  to  the  cities  of 
Hamburg  and  Bremen  in  the  German  Empire  to-day. 

734-  The  City  Constitution.  —  This  is  its  charter, 
which  is  conferred  upon  the  city  by  the  State  Legislature. 
Most  frequently,  at  least  in  the  case  of  large  cities,  the 
charter  is  aspecial  act  or  acts  enacted  in  the  usual  manner  ; 
but  sometimes,  and  particularly  in  small  cities,  it  is  simply 
some  general  provisions  of  the  law  or  constitution  that  apply 
to  all  cases  answering  to  a  general  description.  In  either 
case  the  Legislature  establishes  the  principal  features  of  a 
city  government,  and  declares  its  duties  and  responsibilities. 

735-  The  City  Legislature, —This  is  usually  called 
the  city  council.  More  frequently  it  consists  of  two  cham- 
bers, the  board  of  aldermen  and  the  common  council ;  but 
in  many  small  cities,  as  well  as  in  New  York,  Brooklyn, 
Chicago,  and  San  Francisco,  it  consists  of  the  common 
council  alone.  The  acts  of  this  legislature  are  generally 
known  as  the  city  ordinances.  The  council  levies  the  local 
taxes  and  makes  the  local  appropriations,  and  ordinarilv 
has  more  or  less  to  do  with  tbe  executive  administration, 

736.  The  City  Executive. — The  city  executive  is  the 
mayor.  His  relations  to  the  council  and  to  the  city  are  very 
like  the  relations  of  the  Governor  to  the  Legislature  and  the 
State.  He  communicates  information  relative  to  city  aifairs 
in  messages,  nominates  officers,  signs  or  vetoes  ordinances, 
looks  after  the  due  execution  of  the  city  laws,  and  com- 
monly has  more  or  less  control  of  the  police.  The  mayor's 
powers  and  duties  are  far  more  numerous  and  important  in 
some  cities  than  iu  others. 

737.  City  Departments. — A  large  amount  of  the 
administrative  business  is  usually  transacted  through 
bureaus,  executive  departments,  or  boards.  Mention  may 
be  made  of  the  departments  of  finance,  police,  streets,  pub- 
lic buildings,  water-supply,  improvements,  education,  and 
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the  infirmary.  These  departraeuts  are  sonielimes  adminis- 
tered by  salaried  of&cers,  sometimes  by  committees  of  the 
council,  while  sometimes  such  officers  and  council  com- 
mittees act  together. 

738.  The  City  Judiciary.— The  most  characteristic 
feature  of  the  city  judicial  system,  as  such,  is  the  court 
having  jurisdiction  of  minor  criminal  offenses.  This  is 
sometimes  held  by  the  mayor  himself,  but  more  frequently, 
at  least  where  the  mayor  has  large  administrative  duties  to 
perform,  there  is  a  special  judge  called  the  city  or  police 
judge.  The  ordinary  justices'  courts  may  also  be  men- 
tioned. Occasionally  a  city  has  a  complete  system  of 
courts,  lacking  only  a  court  of  final  resort,  but  as  a  rule 
cities  have,  with  the  exception  of  the  police  court,  the  same 
courts  as  the  county  in  which  they  are  situated. 

739.  Municipal  Reform, — The  great  increase  in  the  number  of 
American  cities,  and  the  rapid  growth  of  many  of  them,  have  been 
attended  by  much  inefficiency  and  corruption  in  city  government. 
Numerous,  but  as  a  rule  not  very  successful,  attempts  have  been  made 
to  reform  these  abuses.  Perhaps  the  best  known  of  these  plans  is 
that  called  the  Federal  Plan,  which  was  put  in  operation  in  Philadel- 
phia in  1887.  This  plaa  vests  all  legislative  power  ia  the  couucil, 
and  all  executive  power  in  the  mayor  and  tbe  heads  of  certain 
departments  appointed  by  the  mayor  with  the  consent  of  the  coun- 
cil. The  mayor  also  has  the  veto  power.  The  great  argument  urged 
in  behalf  of  this  system  is  that  it  centers  power  and  responsibility  in 
a  few  persons. 

740.  France  and  the  United  States. — Attention  has  of^en  been 
drawn  to  the  contrast  in  respect  to  local  government  presented  by 
France,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  United  States,  on  the  other. 
France  is  divided  iuto  departments,  arrondissements,  cantons,  and 

,  all  administrative  divisions.  The  department  and  the 
ire  the  most  important.  Each  of  these  has  its  own  coun- 
cil or  legislature  elected  by  universal  suffrage ;  but  these  bodies  have 
few  powers  to  begin  with,  and  they  are  limited,  first  by  Ihe  local 
executives,  and  secondly  by  the  national  administration.  The  pre- 
fects and  the  mayors  are  dependent  upon  the  central  authority 
rather  than  upon  the  people.  The  result  is  that  local  self-g-( 
ment  is  unknown.  While  France  is  a  republic.  Mr,  Fif 
remarks  that,  "  as  contrasted  with  American   methods  at 
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•lions,  it  is  difficult  to  call  it  anything  else  than  a  highly  centralized 
despotism." 

741.  Local  Government  and  Centralization. — ^These  definitions 
are  quoted  by  Mr.  Fiske  from  Mr.  Toulmin  Smith : 

'*IyOcal  self-government  is  that  system  of  government  under 
which  the  greatest  number  of  minds,  knowing  the  most,  and  having 
the  fullest  opportunities  of  knowing  it,  about  the  special  matter  in 
hand,  and  having  the  greatest  interest  in  its  well-working,  have  the 
management  of  it  or  control  over  it." 

'*  Centralization  is  that  system  of  government  under  which  the 
smallest  number  of  minds,  and  those  knowing  it  the  least,  and  hav- 
ing the  fewest  opportunities  of  knowing  it,  about  the  special  matter 
in  hand,  and  having  the  smallest  interest  in  its  well-working,  have 
the  management  of  it  or  control  over  it," 
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Bureau  of  Education,    Contributions    to  American   Educational 
History,  edited  by  Herbert  B.  Adams  (a  valuable  series  of  mono- 
graphs devoted  to   education  in  the  different  Stales) ;  Boone,  Educa- 
tion in  the  United  States  ;  Hougli,  Constitutional  Provisions  in  regard 
to  Education  in  the  several  Stales  oj  the  American  Union  (a  bulletin 
published  by  tbe  Bureau  of  Education,  1875) ;    Bureau  of   Educa- 
tion, Report  of  Commissioner  far  1S68,   /.,  Education  a  National 
Interest;  Donaldson,  The  Public  Domain,  etc.;  Kniglit,  History  and 
Management  of  Land  Grants  for  Education  in  the  Northwest  Terri- 
tory; Ten  Brook,  American  Stale  Universilies  and  Ike  University 
of  Michigan. 

742.  No  National  School  System. — The  provision 
of  education  is  not  included  among  the  powers  delegated 
to  the  National  Government.  The  Constitution  does  not 
contain  the  words  education  and  schools,  and  hence  its 
adoption  left  the  whole  subject  where  it  had  already  been, 
in  the  hands  of  the  States,  save  as  Congress  might,  from 
time  to  time,  under  the  general  welfare  clause,  indirectly 
render  them  assistance. 

743.  The  State  Systems. — Someof  the  States  already 
had  systems  of  public  schools  in  1787,  which  they  have 
extended  and  improved.  The  other  States  have  organized 
them,  and  every  State  in  the  Union  now  has  a  system  of 
schools  more  or  less  perfect.  These  systems  are  all  provided 
for,  or  are  at  least  recognized,  in  the  State  constitutions, 
and  are  fully  elaborated  in  school  laws. 

I.    The  School  Provision. 

744.  Common  Schools. — The  studies  prescribed  by 
the  State  laws  or  constitutions  are  called  the  legal  studies. 
They  differ  somewhat  in  different  States,  but  the  so-called 
common  branches  of  GngUsh   study  are  found  ir 
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States.  The  minimum  time  that  the  schools  must  be  iu 
session,  which  is  prescribed  by  law,  ranges  from  four  to 
seven  months  in  the  year.  Many  of  the  States  have 
enacted  laws  making  a  certain  amount  of  education  or 
school  attendance  compulsory, 

745.  High  Schools. — All  the  States  make  provision 
for  the  creation  and  support  of  high-schools,  but  only 
Massachusetts  makes  them  compulsory.  In  that  State 
these  schools  must  be  open  ten  months  in  the  year, 
exclusive  of  vacations,  and  be  taught  for  the  benefit  of  all 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town.  The  high  schools,  or  the  best 
of  them,  serve  the  double  purpose  of  fitting  for  college  and 
giving  a  preparation  for  life  more  extended  than  that  fur- 
nished by  the  common  schools. 

746.  Normal  Schools. — Massachusetts  founded  the 
first  State  Normal  School,  in  1839.  There  are  in  this 
country  now  140  public  norma!  schools,  State  and  local, 
with  35,000  students,  and  6,qoo  graduates  a  year.  Some 
of  the  State  schools  are  managed  by  the  State  boards  of 
Education,  and  some  by  special  boards  of  trustees.  The 
city  schools  are  managed  by  the  local  boards  of  education 
that  create  and  maintain  them.  The  special  object  of  the 
State  schools  is  the  professional  education  of  teachers  for 
the  schools  of  the  State  ;  of  the  local  schools,  similar  edu- 
cation for  local  teachers. 

Pedagogical  professorsbips  exist  in  some  of  the  State 
Universities  as  in  those  of  Michigan,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Cali- 
fornia, Minnesota,  and  Wisconsin,  and  in  Cornell  Univer- 
sity. 

747.  State  Universities. — Congress  has  given  Ohio 
three  townships  of  land,  Florida  and  Wisconsin  four  each, 
Minnesota  three  and  a  half,  and  the  other  public-land 
States  two  each  for  the  creation  and  support  of  universi- 
ties. The  State  Universities  of  these  States  were  founded  in 
whole  or  in  part  with  funds  derived  from  these  sources,  and 
they  are  to-day  largely  supported  in  the  same  way.     Still, 
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these  institutions,  or  most  of  them,  receive  assistance  from 
the  State.  Several  of  them  receive,  besides  appropriations 
for  special  objects,  the  proceeds  of  special  taxes.  The 
University  of  California  receives  a  tax  of  one  mill  on  each 
dollar  of  taxable  property  in  the  State,  the  Uuiversity  of 
Colorado  one-fifth  of  a  mill,  and  the  University  of  Michi- 
gan one-sixth  of  a  mill. 

The  Universities  of  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina, 
Georgia,  and  West  Virginia,  all  of  them  State  iustitutioQS,  have  re- 
ceived no  assistance  from  the  National  Goverumeut. 

748.  Agricultural  and  Mechanical  Colleges. — Con- 
gress passed  an  act  in  1862  granting  a  quantity  of  land,  or 
in  States  where  Congress  had  no  lands,  land-script,  equal 
to  30,000  acres  to  each  State,  for  each  Senator  and  Repre- 
sentative in  Congress  to  which  it  was  entitled  under  the 
census  of  18G0,  that  should,  subject  to  the  terms  of  the 
act,  provide  a  college  for  teaching  agriculture  and  llie  me- 
chanical arts.  No  part  of  the  proceeds  of  these  lauds  or 
of  the  interest  can  be  applied  to  the  provision  of  buildings, 
and  not  more  than  ten  per  cent,  thereof  to  the  purchase  of 
building  sites.  All  of  the  States  have  complied  with  the 
terms  of  the  act,  or  are  in  course  of  complying  ;  some,  by 
creating  new  institutions,  and  some,  by  adding  new  depart- 
ments to  old  ones.  In  some  States  the  funds  thus  arising 
have  been  largely  supplemented  from  other  sources,  public 
or  private.     Congress  also  votes  them  money  annually. 

II.    The  ScHoor.  Administration. 

749.  Employment  of  the  State  Machinery,— To  a 
considerable  extent,  the  public  schools  are  administered 
by  officers  to  whom  other  branches  of  the  State  adminis- 
tration are  intrusted.  Mention  may  be  made  of  State 
auditors,  comptrollers,  and  treasurers,  county  auditors  and 
treasurers,  and  of  township  clerks  and  treasurers.  But  an 
efScient  school  system  requires  a  special  administrative 
machinery,  both  State  and  local. 

750.  State  Boards  of  Education. — Massachusetts 
created  the  first  board  of  this  description,  in  1837.     Many 
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of  the  other  States,  but  not  all  of  them,  have  followed  this 
example.  The  Massachusetts  board  consists  of  the  Gov- 
ernor, the  Lieutenant-Governor,  and  eight  other  persons 
appointed  by  the  Governor  and  Council  for  eight  years. 
The  Michigan  board  cousists  of  the  State  Superintendent, 
and  three  other  members  elected  by  the  State  at  large  for 
six  years.  The  more  efScient  of  these  boards  have  juris- 
diction, under  the  law,  of  questions  that  arise  in  the  ad- 
ministratiou  of  the  schools  ;  the  less  efficient  have  few  and 
comparatively  uuimportant  duties.  Commonly  the  board 
stands  in  a  directory  or  advisory  relation  to  the  educational 
executive  of  the  State. 

751.  State  Educational  Executive. — In  Massachu- 
setts, Connecticut,  and  Texas,  this  oiBcer  is  elected,  for  no 
fixed  period,  by  the  State  Board,  and  is  styled  the  Secretary 
of  the  Board  of  Education.  In  Raode  Island,  Georgia,  and 
Ohio  he  is  styled  the  Comnnissioner  of  Schools,  and  in  the 
remaining  States,  the  Super  in  ten  deut  of  Schools  or  of  Public 
Instruction.  He  is  elected  by  the  Legislature  in  New  York 
and  Virginia,aud  appointed  by  the  Governor  iu  Maine,  New 
Hampshire,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Georgia,  Tennessee, 
and  Minnesota ;  in  the  other  States,  with  exceptions  named 
and  one  other,  be  is  elected  by  the  people.  The  term, 
save  in  the  three  States  first  mentioned,  is  two,  three,  or 
four  years. 

In  some  States,  as  New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  the  Su- 
perintendent is  the  real  head  of  the  State  system  of  schools, 
performing  numerous  and  important  duties;  but  in  others, 
as  in  Ohio  and  Michigan,  he  is  little  more  than  a  clerk 
charged  with  the  collection  and  publication  of  educational 
statistics.  The  Principal  of  the  Maryland  State  Normal 
School  is  the  head  of  the  school  system  of  that  State. 

752.  County  Boards. — Many  of  the  States  have  con- 
stituted county  boards  of  education.  Such  a  board  is  made 
up  of  representatives  of  the  townships  or  school  districts, 
who  are  also  charged  with  local  duties,  as  inspectors,  direct- 
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ors,  etc.  This  county  board  stands  to  the  schools  of  the 
county  in  a  relation  similar  to  that  of  a  State  board  to  the 
schools  of  the  State. 

753.  County  Supervision. — In  many  of  the  States 
there  is  aa  officer  to  oversee  the  schools  of  a  particular  dis- 
trict, as  the  couuty  or  some  similar  territorial  division. 
Commonly  he  is  called  a  superintendent,  but  iu  New  York 
and  Michigan,  a  commissioner.  He  is  sometimes  elected 
by  the  popular  vote,  sometimes  appointed  by  the  county 
board.  In  Virginia,  all  local  superintendents  are  ap- 
pointed by  the  State  board  and  the  senate.  The  county 
superintendent  visits  schools,  confers  with  teachers  and 
school  officers,  sees  that  the  laws  are  observed,  and  fre- 
quently examines  and  certificates  teachers.  Where  the 
County  system  of  government  prevails,  he  has  more  power 
than  in  other  States.  Vermont  is  the  only  New  England 
State  that  has  established  couuty  supervision. 

754.  Town  and  District  Administration. — Two 
principal  varieties  of  local  administration  are  found  in  the 
different  States. 

I.  In  some  States  the  town  or  township  is  constituted 
a  school  district.  It  is  divided  for  school  provision  and 
attendance,  but  not  for  administration.  In  Massachusetts, 
for  example,  the  schools  of  the  town-district  are  controlled 
by  a  school  committee,  under  the  direction  of  the  town 
meeting;  in  Indiana,  by  the  township  trustee.  This  is 
commonly  called  the  township- unit  system. 

2.  Much  more  common  than  the  township  system  is  the 
district  system.  Here  the  school  districts,  into  which  the 
township  is  divided,  are  bodies  politic  and  corporate,  and 
elect  their  own  boards  of  school  managers,  called  school 
committees,  directors,  or  boards. 

755.  City  Administration. — Cities,  and  also  towns  of 
considerable  size,  generally  have  systems  of  schools  sepa- 
rate and  apart  from  those  of  the  township  and  county  in 
which  they  lie.     These  are  organized  under  provisions  of 
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the  school  law  expressly  relating  to  such  cases,  or  under 
special  charters  granted  by  the  Legislature.  Such  systems 
are  controlled  by  a  local  board  that  is  sometimes  appointed 
by  the  mayor  or  the  courts,  but  is  commonly  elected  by 
the  people.  The  local  superintendent  of  schools  is  the 
executive  officer  of  the  board. 

756.  Certificating  Teachers. — ^This  is  done  in  quite 
different  ways  in  different  States.  State  certificates  are 
commonly  awarded  on  examination  by  some  authority,  as  a 
State  Board  of  Examiners.  Local  certificates  are  awarded, 
also  ou  examination,  by  the  town  school  committee,  by  the 
county  superintendent,  or  by  a  county  board  of  examiners. 
Cities  having  a  distinct  school  organization  ordinarily  have 
their  own  examining  board. 

It  would  be  easy  to  show  that  the  character  of  school 
administration  has  been  materially  influenced  by  the  char- 
acter of  local  government,  as  the  Town,  County,  or  Mixed 
system. 

III.    The  School  Support. 

757.  Public -Land  Endowments  of  Common 
Schools. — The  Land  Ordinance  of  1785,  which  extended 
to  all  lands  that  had  been  ceded  to  the  United  States  and 
relinquished  by  the  Indian  tribes,  contained  in  outline 
the  existing  system  of  public-land  surveys  and  in  germ  the 
system  of  public-laud  endowments  for  common  schools.  It 
provided  for  the  survey  of  the  lands  into  townships  six  miles 
square,  the  mile-square  sections  to  be  numbered  from  south 
to  north  in  ranges,  and  decreed  :  "There  shall  be  reserved 
the  lot  number  16  of  every  township  for  the  maintenance  of 
public  schools  in  the  said  township."  The  Government 
never  owned  the  wild  lands  in  the  thirteen  original  States, 
in  new  States  formed  out  of  them,  nor  in  Texas  ;  but  in  all 
the  public-land  States,  beginning  with  Ohio  in  1802,  a6 
in  number,  section  No.  16  in  every  township,  has  been 
dedicated  to  common  schools.  Moreover,  since  1848  sec- 
tion 36  has  also  been  devoted  to  the  same  purpose.     The 
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tiile  to  these  lands  has  alwayi,  been  vested  in  the  State 
Legislatures  m  trust  for  the  use  named  in  the  dedications, 
and  the  proceeds  arising  from  their  sale  constitute  perma- 
nent funds,  the  interest  of  which  is  apphed  to  the  purpose 
intended. 

A  CONGRESSIONAL   TOWNSHIP    ACCORDING  TO   THE    I 

OF  NUMBERING  SBCTIONS. 


^ 


6 

S 

^ 

3 

2 

1 

7 

8 

9 

10 

// 

12 

18 

17 

lb 

15 

74 

13 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24- 

30 

29 

28 

27 

26 

2S 

31 

32 

33 

3^ 

35 

36 

758.  The  Educational -Grant  Lands,— Previous  to  June  30,  1883, 
lands  had  been  granted  or  reserved  by  Congress  for  common  schools 
amounting  to  67,893,919  acres;  for  universities,  1,655,520  acres;  for 
agricultural  colleges,  9,600,000 ;  or  a  total  of  78,659,439  acres.  Lands 
and  moneys  that  Congress  has  given  the  Stales  without  designating 
any  particular  ohject  to  which  they  should  be  devoted,  have  in  many 
instances  been  partially  or  wholly  applied  to  school  purposes.  Men- 
tion may  be  made  of  the  salt-lands,  swamplands,  and  special  appro- 
priations of  500,000  acres  to  each  public-land  State  coming  into  the 
Union  since  1841,  percentages  on  lands  sold  within  the  States,  and 
the  United  States  Deposit  Fund  of  1836. 
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759.  Funds  Provided  by  the  States.^Many  of  the 
States  that  did  not  share  in  the  bounty  of  Congress,  have 
provided  school  funds  out  of  their  own  resources,  Con- 
necticut leading  the  way  in  1795.  Perhaps  the  largest 
source  of  such  funds  has  been  the  sale  of  lands  belonging 
to  the  States. 

760.  School  Income. — ^This  is  derived  from  a  variety 
of  sources,  as  follows  : 

1.  The  income  of  permanent  funds  or  endowments. 

2.  State  school  taxes.  These  are  levied  in  various 
ways.  Counecticut  levies  a  tax  on  the  property  of  the 
Stale  amounting  to  $1.50  for  every  person  between  the 
ages  of  5  and  16  years,  aud  New  Jersey  one  of  $4.00  for 
every  person  between  the  ages  of  4  and  18.  Pennsylvania 
levies  a  lump  sum  of  $5,000,000.  New  York  levies  a  tax 
of  one  and  one-fourth  mills,  Ohio  and  Michigan  of  one  mill, 
and  Nebraska  of  one  and  one-half  mills,  on  the  dollar  upon 
the  tax  duplicate  of  the  State.  Indiana  votes  16  cents  and 
Kentucky  22  cents  on  every  $100  of  taxable  property  in 
the  State.  A  number  of  the  States,  most  of  them  in  the 
South,  levy  poll  taxes  of  small  amounts  for  the  same 
purpose. 

3.  Local  taxes.  In  most  States  the  great  resource  for 
school  support  is  taxes  imposed  by  the  local  t-uthorities. , 
These  local  taxes  are  of  several  kinds,  as  county,  township, 
city,  and  district  taxes.  There  is  in  some  States  a  growing 
tendency  to  depend  less  than  formerly  upon  local  taxes  and 
more  upon  State  taxes. 

4.  Mi  seel  la  aeons.  Of  these  the  variety  is  consider- 
able. Fines,  license  moneys,  penalties,  taxes  on  banks, 
etc.,  are  utilized  for  school  purposes  in  different  States. 

761.  Modes  of  Distributing  Funds. — These  catrnot  be  described 
in  small  compass,  but  the  following  points  may  be  noted  : 

I.  la  the  firet  States  receiving  lands  from  Congress  for 
schools,  each  Coagressioual  township  has  its  onn  special  fund 
from  its  own  section ;  but  in  the  later  States,  beg^inning  with 
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gan,  in  1837,  there  is  one  consolidated  fund  from  which  distribution 
is  made  to  the  counties  and  townships. 

2.  The  commoa  mode  of  distributing  the  State  funds,  no  matter 
from  what  source  it  comes,  with  the  above  modification,  is  for  the 
State  to  distribute  to  the  counties,  and  the  counties  to  the  towuships 
or  districts,  according  to  the  number  of  persous  between  certain 
specified  ages,  as  4  and  16,  5  ami  18,  or  6  and  21. 

3.  It  is  not  uncommon  to  pay  over  funds  arising  from  special 
sources,  as  fines  and  licenses,  to  the  county,  township,  or  city  in 
which  they  are  collected. 

76Z.  Free  Schools. — Formerly  even  the  so-called  public  schools 
were  supported  in  part  by  means  of  rate  bills,  or  tuition  charges, 
assessed  upon  those  who  used  the  schools.  But  such  fees  are  now 
almost  wholly,  if  not  wholly,  unknown  in  the  United  States. 
Charges  are  sometimes  made  for  instruction  in  higher  branches  in 
high  schools,  and  in  universities,  but  the  State  common  schools  are 
now  practically  free.  The  principle  is  generally  admitted  that  the 
properly  of  the  State  should  educate  the  youth  of  the  State.  It  has, 
however,  been  fouud  necessary  in  most  States  to  protect  the  public 
schools  and  school  funds  against  sectarian  religious  zeal.  Both  these 
ends  the  constitution  of  Ohio  secures  by  this  provision  ;  "The  Geu- 
eral  Assembly  shall  make  such  provision,  by  taxation  or  otherwise, 
as,  with  the  interest  arising  from  the  school  trust-fund,  will  secure  a 
thoroagh  and  efficient  system  of  common  schools  throughout  the 
State,  but  no  religious  or  other  sect  or  sects  shall  ever  have  any 
exclusive  right  to,  or  control  of,  any  part  of  the  school  funds  of  the 
State." 

Note. — It  is  a  very  common  misapprehension  that  the  tilucational 
land  grant  policy  of  the  National  Government  originated  in  the  Ordi- 
nance of  1787.  That  document  is  wholly  silent  on  the  subject  of  edu- 
cational lands.  The  misapprehension  has  arisen  from  confounding 
this  Ordinance  with  earlier  legislation.  The  Ordinance  says  in  respect 
to  education  merely  that  schools  and  means  of  education  shall  forever 
be  encouraged.  Grants  for  common  school  purposes  are  first  heard 
of  in  the  Land  Ordinance  of  1785,  and  University  grants  in  the  sale 
to  the  Ohio  Company  in  17S7.  Both  of  these  acts  of  legislation  were 
of  merely  local  application.  But  they  recognized  the  principle  of 
educational  land  grants,  and  this  principle  has  been  progressively 
applied  to  every  public-land  State  on  or  before  its  admission  to  the 
Union.  The  grants  are  not  traceable  to  any  single  act  of  legislation, 
but  have  been  made  in  single  acts  of  specific  application. — See  Report 
of  the  Commissioner  of  Education,  1892-93,  Vol.  II,  pp.  1268-1288,  for 
an  historical  and  statistical  view  of  the  subject. 
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763.  The    United    States    a    Federal   Republic — 

From  the  beginning  of  Colonial  history,  government  in  the 
United  States  has  been  dual.  From  the  beginning,  also,  it 
has  been  largely  republican,  and  since  1776  wholly  so. 
Accordingly,  the  United  States  are  a  federal  state,  or,  more 
narrowly,  a  federal  republic.  Again,  government,  both 
National  and  State,  is  constitutional ;  in  no  other  country 
is  so  much  stress  laid  on  written  constitutions.  A  pre- 
scriptive constitution  may  be  better  for  England,  but  noth- 
ing short  of  written  constitutions,  ordained  in  the  most 
formal  and  solemn  manner,  would  satisfy  the  American 
people.  The  central  idea  of  the  English  constitution  — 
the  sovereignty  of  Parliament — is  thoroughly  repugnant 
to  them. 

764.  Features  of  Federal  States. — Federal  States 
are  of  several  classes,  but  the  class  to  which  the  United 
States  belong  presents  the  following  features  : 

Each  member  of  the  union  is  wholly  independent  of 
the  other  members  and  of  the  union  in  all  matters  which 
concern  itself  only,  but  is  subject  to  the  national  govem- 
inent  in  all  matters  which  concern  the  members  collectively. 
In  its  own  sphere  it  is  wholly  independent  and  sovereign  ; 
iu  the  national  sphere,  it  has  110  independence  or  sover- 
eignty whatever.  It  makes  its  own  constitution  and  enacts 
and  executes  its  own  laws  ;  bnt  this  constitution  and  these 
laws  must  be  in  conformity  with  the  National  Constitution 
and  laws, 

765.  Origin  of  Federal  States.— These  States  are 
almost  always  formed  by  integration,  rarely  by  disinteera- 
tion.     They  commonly  result  from  uniting  states  part'v  or 
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wholly  iudependeut,  not  from  dividing  States  before  con- 
solidated. This  is  shown  by  the  names  applied  to  them  : 
federation,  confederation,  and  union.  Of  this  process  no 
better  example  can  be  given  than  the  origin  of  the  United 
States  as  traced  iu  Part  I.  of  this  work. 

766.  Advantages  of  Federal  States. — Such  states, 
when  they  work  successfully,  combine  in  large  measure  the 
advantages  that  are  claimed  for  large  and  small  states 
respectively.  These  are  strength,  permanence,  and  free- 
dom from  internal  strife  and  faction,  on  the  one  hand  ;  the 
adaptation  of  government  to  local  wants,  liberty,  and  high 
political  intelligence  and  publicspirit,  on  theother.  If  itis 
held  that  federal  states  do  not  combine  these  excellencies 
in  the  highest  degree,  the  reply  may  be  made  that  they  do 
avoid  the  peculiar  dangers  of  large  and  small  consolidated 
states,  oppression  and  local  strife. 

767.  Disadvantages. — The  principal  disadvantages  of 
a  federal  state  arise  from  the  complexity  of  its  machinery; 
to  adjust  the  two  jurisdictions,  or  what  Mr,  Bryce  calls  the 
two  loyalties  and  the  two  patriotisms,  in  a  manner  to  avoid 
friction  and  to  secure  harmony  and  efficiency,  is  one  of  the 
most  difficult  of  political  problems.  Dr.  E,.  A.  Freeman, 
the  distinguL.shed  historian  of  Federal  Government,  says  : 
"The  federal  idea,  in  its  highi-it  andmost  elaborate  devel- 
opment, is  the  most  finished  and  the  most  artificial  produc- 
tion of  political  ingenuity.  It  is  hardly  possible  that  fed- 
eral government  can  attain  its  perfect  form  except  iu  a 
highly  refined  age,  and  among  a  people  whose  political 
education  has  already  stretched   over   many  generations. 

■  .  ■  ■  That  ideal  is  so  very  refined  and  artificial  that  it 
seems  not  to  have  been  attained  more  than  four  or  five 
times  in  the  history  of  the  world.'" 

768.  The  Dual  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
— This  is  thus  described  by  Judge  Jameson  :  "  And  here  I 
may  remark  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  is  a 
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part  of  the  constitutiou  of  each  State,  whether  referred  to 
in  it  or  not,  and  that  the  coastitutions  of  all  the  States 
form  a  part  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  An 
aggregation  of  all  these  constitutional  instruments  would 
be  precisely  the  same  in  principle  as  a  single  constitution, 
which,  framed  by  the  people  of  the  Ujiou,  should  define 
the  powers  of  the  General  Government,  and  then  by  spe- 
cific provisions  erect  the  separate  governments  of  the  States, 
with  all  their  existing  attributions  and  limitations  of 
power."  ' 

769.  Relations  of  the  Two  Systems. — Neither  part 
of  this  complicated  system  is  a  complete  government ; 
neither  one  can  be  understood  without  the  other;  each  one 
is  essential  to  the  other,  and  to  society,  and  neither  one  is 
more  essential  than  the  other.  The  citizen  is  always  subject 
to  two  jurisdictions.  Were  the  National  jurisdiction  de- 
stroyed, he  would  have  no  protection  against  foreign  pow- 
ers. Were  the  State  jurisdiction  withdrawn,  he  would  be 
at  the  mercy  of  internal  faction  and  anarchy.  The  Nation 
might  assume  the  powers  of  the  States,  the  States  might 
become  independent  nations  ;  or,  as  Jameson  puts  it,  the 
American  people  might  melt  down  their  forty-five  constitu- 
tions, and  cast  the  material  into  a  new  mold,  thus  consti- 
tuting a  consolidated  system  like  that  of  France.  But  were 
they  to  do  this,  they  would  destroy  the  characteristic  feat- 
ures of  their  political  system,  and  sacrifice  those  political 
functions  upon  which  they  have  always  most  prided  them- 
selves. 

770.  Relative  Prominence  of  the  Two  Jurisdic- 
tions.— This  has  undergone  considerable  change  since 
1776.  At  first  the  Union  was  more  conspicuous  than  the 
Slates ;  but  when  the  States  reorganized  their  governments, 
and  especially  when  Congress  fell  into  contempt  at  the  close 
of  the  Revolution,  the  States  quite  overshadowed  the  Union. 
With  the  Constitution,  the  Union  assumed  a  new  impor- 
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tance,  which  slowly  increased  down  to  the  Civil  War ;  that 
event  gave  it  a  place  which  it  had  never  had  before,  and 
which  it  is  not  likely  to  lose.' 

771,  Nature  of  the  National  Government, — As 
remarked  in  various  chapters,  there  has  been  much  disput- 
ing whether  the  National  Constitution  established  a  State 
system  or  a  National  system,  It  is  strictly  neither  a 
National  nor  a  State  system,  but  a  combination  of  the  two. 
In  its  foundation  the  Constitutiou  is  partly  National  and 
partly  State,  because  ratified  by  the  people,  but  by  the 
people  as  constituting  thirteen  States  and  not  one  consoh- 
dated  nation.  In  the  sources  of  its  powers,  it  is  partly 
National  and  partly  State,  because  one  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature represents  the  people,  and  one  the  States,  while  the 
two  elements  blend  in  the  election  of  the  Executive.  In 
the  operation  of  its  powers — ^wbich  was  the  great  defect  of 
the  Confederatiou^t  is  National  and  not  State,  because  it 
acts  on  the  people  as  individuals  and  not  as  States.  In  the 
extent  of  its  powers  it  is  partly  National  and  partly  State, 
because  the  powers  granted  are  limited  in  number,  leaving 
a  gri.*at  mass  of  powers  to  the  people  and  to  the  States,  but 
unlimited  in  application.  In  the  mode  of  amendment  it  is 
neither  wholly  State  nor  wholly  National,  because  both 
Houses  of  Congress  and  the  State  Legislatures  are  necessary 
to  effect  amendments.' 

772.  Complexity  of  the  System. — Perhaps  there  is 
no  government  iu  the  world  that  is  more  diEBcuIt  to  ex- 
plain intelligently,  and  particularly  to  foreigners,  than 
the  American  Government.  John  Quincy  Adams  called  it 
a  "complicated  machine";    "it  is  an  anomaly,"  said  he, 

I  In  ires  John  Jay  resigned  theoffiM  of  Clilef  Justice  to  accept  the  Governorship 

left  Ihe  bench  perfecUyconvinced  that  oodcr  a  syslem  so  defective  it  would  not 
□htaiu  the  energy,  weight,  and  dignity  vrhich  was  essential  to  its  aSbrdiag  sup- 
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in  the  history  of  the  world.  It  is  that  which  distin- 
guishes us  from  all  other  nations,  ancient  and  modem." 
No  other  government  is  so  highly  specialized.  It  com- 
bines the  complexities  of  both  the  dual  and  the  republican 
systems.  But  complexity  of  governmental  machinery  ap- 
pears to  be  essential  to  liberty.  With  a  brief  passage 
from  Mr.  Webster  touching  this  point,  this  work  may  fitly 
close. 

**  Nothing  is  more  deceptive  or  more  dangerous  than  the 
pretense  of  a  desire  to  simplify  government.  The  simplest 
governments  are  despotisms ;  the  next  simplest,  limited 
monarchies  ;  but  all  republics,  all  governments  of  law,  must 
impose  numerous  limitations  and  qualifications  of  authority, 
and  give  many  positive  and  many  qualified  rights.  .  .  . 
Every  free  government  is  necessarily  complicated,  because 
all  such  governments  establish  restraints,  as  well  on  the 
power  of  government  itself  as  on  that  of  individuals.  If  we 
will  abolish  the  distinction  of  branches,  and  have  but  one 
branch  ;  if  we  will  abolish  jury  trials,  and  leave  all  to  the 
judge  ;  if  we  will  then  ordain  that  the  legislator  shall  him- 
self be  that  judge  ;  and  if  we  will  place  the  executive  power 
in  the  same  hands,  we  may  readily  simplify  government. 
We  may  easily  bring  it  to  the  simplest  of  all  possible 
forms,  a  pure  despotism.  But  a  separation  of  departments, 
so  far  as  practicable,  and  the  preservation  of  clear  lines  of 
division  between  them,  is  the  fundamental  idea  in  the 
creation  of  all  our  constitutions ;  and,  doubtless,  the  con- 
tinuance of  regulated  liberty  depends  on  the  maintaining  of 
these  boundaries. ' '  ^ 

1  Works :    Vol.  4,  p.  122. 
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"  The  most  ingenious  and  Ike  tnosl  eloquent  of  modern  historical 
discourses  can,  after  all,  be  nothing  more  than  acomtnenion  a  text." 
-De.  E.  a.  Freeman. 

I.  THE  MAYFLOWER  COMPACT.— 1620. 
This  compact  was  sigued  by  the  whole  body  of  men, 
forty-one  in  number,  belonging  to  the  Pilgrim  Company, 
on  board  the  Mayflower,  December  11,  1620,  the  day  before 
the  landing  at  Plymouth.  Although  not  strictly  germane 
to  the  general  subject  of  these  documents,  it  is  Introduced 
here  as  it  is  so  frequently  referred  to  in  books  on  govern- 
ment. See  Bancroft,  Hist.  U.  S.,  Vol.  I.,  p.  205,  last  edi- 
tion ;  Hildreth,  Hist.  U.  S.,  Vol.  /.,  p.  158 ;  Palfrey,  Hist. 
New  England,  Vol.  I.,  p.  162;  Frothiugham,  Rise  of  the 
Republic, p.  zj/  Doyle,  English  Colonies  I.,  Puritan  Colonies, 
p.  158,  and  The  American  Government,  Chap,  I. 

In  the  name  of  GoJ,  Amen;  We,  whose  names  are  miderwritten, 
tlie  loyall  subjects  of  our  dread  so  vecaigne.  King  James,  by  the  grace 
of  God,  of  Great  Britaine,  Frauce,  ami  Ireland  King,  defender  of  the 
faith,  etc.,  haveing  undertaken,  for  tlie  glorie  of  God,  and  advauce- 
mente  of  the  Cliristiau  faith  and  honor  of  our  king  and  cotintrie,  a 
voyage  to  plant  the  first  colonic  in  tlie  Northerne  parts  of  Virginia, 
doe,  by  these  presents,  solemnly  and  mutually,  in  the  presence  of 
God,  aud  one  of  another,  coveuaut  and  combine  ourselves  together 
into  a  civil  body  politick,  for  our  better  ordering  and  preservaliou 
aud  furtherance  of  the  ends  aforesaid;  and,  by  vertue  heareof,  to 
enacte,  constitute,  and  frame,  such  just  and  equall  laws,  ordeuances, 
acts,  constitutions  and  offices,  from  time  to  time,  as  shall  be  thought 
most  meete  and  convenient  for  tlie  geaerall  good  of  the  Colonic. 
Unto  which  we  promise  all  due  submission  and  obedience.  lu  wit- 
nes  whereof  we  have  hereunder  subscribed  our  uames,  at  Cap  Codd, 
the  iilh  of  November,  in  the  year  of  the  raigne  of  our  soveretgne 
lord,  Kingjames,  of  England,  Frauce,  and  Ireland  the  eighteenth, 
and  of  Scotland  the  fiiliy-fourth,  Anno  Domini,  1620. 
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II,  THE  NEW  ENGLAND  CONFEDERATION.— 1643. 
This  Confederation  was  formed  for  protection  against  the 
Dutch  on  the  Hudson  River  aud  the  Indians.  The  origi- 
nal suggestion  came  from  Connecticut  in  1637.  The  Com- 
missioners of  Massachusetts  Bay,  Connecticut,  and  New 
Haven  signed  the  articles  May  19,  1643.  Plymouth  gave 
her  approval  later.  Rhode  Island  was  refused  admission  to 
the  league  for  religious  reasons.  The  United  Colonies  of 
New  England  were,  therefore,  four  in  number ;  they  com- 
prised at  the  time  the  Confederation  was  formed  thirty- 
nine  towns  and  24,000  people.  The  union  of  Connecticut 
and  New  Haven  in  1662  destroyed  the  balance  of  power. 
The  last  meeting  of  the  Commissioners  was  held  at  Hart- 
ford, September  5,  1684,  The  Euglish  historian  Chalmers 
says  this  Confederation  "offers  the  first  example  of  coalition 
in  Colonial  story,  and  showed  to  party  leaders  in  after 
times  the  advantages  of  concert."  See  Palfrey,  Voi.  /.,  p. 
623:  Bancroft,  Vol.  I.,  p.  289 ;  Hildreth,  Vol.  1.,  p.  285 ,■ 
'Broih.ia%h?lm,  p.  sg ;   The  American  Government.  Chap.  IV. 

Articles  of  Confederation. 
Betweene  tlie  plantations  vnder  the  Gouernment  of  the  Massachu- 
setts, the  Plautacons  vnder  the  Gonernment  of  New  Plymouth, 
the  Planlacons  vuder  the  Gouernment  of  Couuectacult,  and  the 
Goaerniucnt  of  New  Haven  with  the  Plantaeona  in  combinacon 
therewith. 

Whereas  wee  all  came  into  these  parts  of  America  with  one  aud 
the  same  end  and  ayme,  namely,  to  advaunce  the  kingdome  of  otir 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  to  enjoy  the  liberties  of  the  Gospel!  in  puritie 
with  peace.  And  whereas  in  our  settleinge  (by  a  wise  Providence  of 
God)  we  are  further  dispersed  vpon  the  Sea  Coasts  and  Riuers  then 
was  at  first  intended,  so  that  we  cai3not  according  to  onr  desire,  with 
convenience,  communicate  in  one  Gouernment  and  Jurisdiccon. 
And  whereas  we  live  encompassed  with  people  of  seuerall  Nations 
and  Strang  languages  which  heareafter  may  proue  injurious  to  vs  or 
our  posteritie.  And  forasnmcb  as  the  Natives  have  formerly  com- 
mitted sondry  insolences  and  outrages  vpon  seueral  Plautacons  of  the 
English  and  have  of  late  combined  Ihemselues  against  vs.  And 
Being  by  reason  of  those  sad  Distraccons  in  England,  which  they 
have  heard  of,  and  by  which  they  know  we  are  hindred  from  that 
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hamble  way  of  seekinge  arlvise  or  reapeing  those  comfortable  fruits 
of  protection  which  at  other  tymes  we  might  well  especte.  Wee 
therefore  doe  coaceiue  it  our  bounden  Dutye  without  delay  to  enter 
into  a  present  cousotiation  amongst  ourselues  for  mutual  help  and 
strength  in  all  our  future  coucernements ;  That  as  in  Nation  and 
Religion,  so  in  other  Respects  we  bee  and  continue  one  according  to 
the  tenor  aud  true  meaiiinge  of  the  ensuing  Articles :  Wherefore  it 
is  fully  agreed  and  coucluded  by  and  betweeue  the  parties  or  Juris- 
diccons  aboue  named,  aud  they  joyntly  and  seuerally  doe  by  these 
presents  agreed  aud  concluded  that  they  all  bee,  aud  henceforth  bee 
called  by  the  Name  of  the  United  Colonies  of  New- England. 

II.  The  said  United  Colonies,  for  theniselues  aud  their  poster- 
ities, do  joyully  aud  seuerally,  hereby  enter  into  a  firine  and  perpet- 
uall  league  of  friendship  aud  amytie,  for  offence  and  defence,  mnluall 
advise  aud  succour,  vpon  all  just  occations,  both  for  preserueing  and 
propagateing  the  truth  and  liberties  of  the  Gospel,  and  for  their  owne 
mntuall  safety  and  well  fare. 

III.  It  is  further  agreed  That  the  Plantacoas  which  at  present  are 
or  hereafter  shalbe  settled  within  the  limmelts  of  the  Massachusetts, 
shalbe  forever  vnder  the  Massachusetts,  and  shall  have  peculiar  Jur- 
isdiccon  among  themselues  in  all  cases  as  an  entire  Body,  and  that 
Plymouth,  Con  neck  tacutt,  and  New  Haven  shall  eich  of  them  haue 
like  peculier  Jurisdiccon  and  Gouerument  within  their  limnietta 
aud  in  referrence  to  the  Plantacons  which  already  are  settled  or 
shall  hereafter  be  erected  or  shall  settle  witliin  their  liinmetts  respec- 
tiuely;  prouided  that  no  other  Jurisdiccon  shall  hereafter  betaken 
in  as  a  distinct  head  or  member  of  this  Confederacou,  nor  shall  any 
other  Plantacoa  or  Jurisdiccon  in  present  being  and  not  already  in 
combynacon  or  vuder  the  Jurisdiccon  of  any  of  these  Confederals 
be  received  by  any  of  them,  nor  shall  any  two  of  the  Confederats 
joyae  in  one  Jurisdiccon  without  consent  of  the  rest,  which  consent 
to  be  interpreted  as  is  expressed  in  the  sixth  Article  ensuiuge. 

IV.  It  is  by  these  Confederats  agreed  that  the  charge  of  all  just 
warrs,  whether  ofFeusiue  or  defensiue,  upon  what  part  or  member 
of  this  Confederaccon  soever  they  fall,  shall  both  in  men  aud  provi- 
sions, and  all  other  Disbursements,  be  borne  by  all  the  parts  of  this 
Confedcracon,  in  different  proporcons  according  to  their  different 
abililie,  in  manner  following,  nam.ely,  that  the  Commissioners  for 
eich  Jurisdiccou  from  tyme  to  tyme,  as  there  shalbe  occation,  bring  a 
true  account  and  number  of  all  the  males  in  every  Plantacon,  or  any 
waybelon^^iugto,  or  under  their  aeueralljurisdiccons,  of  what  quality 
or  condicion  soeuer  they  bee,  from  sixteene  yea tes  old  to  threescore, 
being  Inhabitants  there.  And  That  accordi  jg  to  the  different  nura- 
hers  which  from  tyme  to  tyme  ahalbe  found  in  eich  Jurisdiccon,  upon 
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B  tme  and  just  account,  the  service  of  men  and  all  chat^^es  oFthB 
warr  be  borne  by  t'.ie  Poll ;  EicU  JurJsUiccoii,  or  Planiaoou,  being 
left  to  their  otvuejuit  course  aaiS  castunie  of  r,)tiiig  them^eluea  and 
people  according  to  tlieir  diffeteut  estates,  with  due  respecls  to  their 
qualities  and  eicempLioiia  among  themselues,  though  the  Coareder- 
aeoa  lake  no  notice  of  any  such  priviledg:  An  1  that  according  io 
their  different  charge  of  eich  Jurisdiccrn  and  Plaataccc,  the  whole 
advantage  of  the  warr  (if  it  please  God  to  bless  their  Endeavors) 
whether  it  be  in  lands,  goods  or  persons,  shall  be  proportiouablj 
deuided  among  the  said  Confederats. 

V.  It  is  further  agreed  That  if  any  of  these  Jurisdiccons,  or  any 
Plantacons  vader  ii,  or  in  any  conj')ynacon  with  them  he  envaded  by 
any  enemie  wliomsoeuer,  upon  notice  and  request  of  any  three  majes- 
trata  of  that  Jurisdiccon  so  invaded,  the  rest  of  the  Coufederates 
without  any  TurLher  meeting  or  esposlulacon,  shall  forthwith  send 
ayile  to  the  Coufedeiate  iu  danger,  but  in  diffeteat  proporcona, 
namely,  the  Massachusetts  an  hundred  men  sufScieutly  armed  aud 
provided  for  such  a  service  and  jorney,  and  eicli  of  the  rest  fourty- 
fiue  so  ariued  aud  provided,  or  any  lest-e  number,  if  lesse  be  required, 
accordiug  to  this  proporcun.  But  if  such  Coufederate,  in  daugcr  may 
be  supp  yid  Ijy  their  nest  Confcd-rate,  not  exceeding  the  number 
hereby  agreed,  they  may  craue  help  there,  aud  seeks  no  further  for 
the  present.  The  chdrge  to  be  borne  as  in  this  Article  is  exprest : 
And,  at  the  returiie,  to  be  victualled  and  snpplyed  with  poder  and 
shotl  for  their  journey  (if  there  be  neede)  by  that  Juri:diccou  which 
employed  or  sent  fijr  them :  But  none  of  the  Jurisdiccons  to  exceed 
these  iiuuibera  till  by  a  meeting  of  the  Commissioners  for  tliis  Con- 
federai-on  a  greater  ayd  appeare  necessary.  Aud  this  proporcon  to 
continue,  till  upon  knowledge  of  greater  numiiers  in  eich  Jurisdiccon 
which  shalbe  brought  to  the  next  meeting  some  other  proporcon  be 
ordered.  But  in  any  such  case  of  sendiug  men  for  present  ayd 
whether  before  or  after  such  order  or  alteracon,  it  iaagried  that  at 
the  meeting  of  the  Commissioners  for  this  Confederacon,  the  cause 
of  such  warr  or  invasion  be  duly  considered :  And  if  it  appeare  that 
the  fault  lay  in  the  parties  bo  invaded,  that  then  that  Jurisdiccon  or 
Plaulacon  make  just  Satisfaccon,  both  to  the  Invaders  whom  they 
have  injured,  aud  beare  all  the  charges  of  the  warr  tbemseltes  with- 
out requireing  any  allowance  from  the  rest  of  the  Confederals 
towards  the  same.  Aud  further,  that  if  any  Jurisdiccon  see  any  dan- 
ger of  any  Invasion  approaching,  and  there  be  tyme  for  a  meeting, 
that  in  such  c^se  three  n];ijestrats  of  that  Jurisdiccon  may  summon  a 
meeting  at  such  convenyent  place  as  themselues  shall  lliink  meete, 
to  consider  and  provide  against  the  threatned  danger.  Provided  when 
they  ore  met  they  may  remoue  to  what  place  they  please,  Onely 
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whilst  any  of  these  fonre  Confederals  have  but  three  majestrats  in 
their  JurisdiccoD,  their  request  or  summons  from  auy  two  of  them 
Ehalbe  accounteil  of  equall  force  with  the  three  meutoned  in  both  the 
clauses  of  thiii  Article,  till  there  be  an  increase  of  majestrats  there. 

VI.  Itisalsoagreed  that  for  the  mannaging  and  concluding  of  all 
affairs  proper  and  concerneing  the  whole  confederacon  two  Commia> 
sioners  shalbe  chosen  by  and  out  of  eich  of  these  fours  Jurisdiccous, 
namely,  two  for  the  Mattachusetta,  two  for  Plymouth,  two  for  Con- 
nectacutt  un.l  two  for  New  Haven;  b.nug  all  in  Climch  fellowship 
with  us,  which  fihall  bring  full  power  from  their  seurall  generall 
Courts  respectively  to  heare,  examine,  weigh  and  deterniine  all 
affairs  of  our  warr  or  peace,  leagues,  ajds,  charges  and  numbers  of 
men  for  warr,  divisaion  of  spoyles  aud  whatsoever  is  gotten  by  con- 
quest, receiueing  of  more  ConTederatsfor  plantacons  Into  com  bin  aeon 
with  any  of  the  Confederates,  and  all  tliiugeaof  tike  nature  which  are 
the  proper  concomitants  or  consequence  of  such  a  couftderacon,  for 
amytie,  offence  and  defence,  not intenneddieiiig  with  thegonernmeiit 
of  any  of  the  Jurisdiceons  which  by  the  third  Article  is  preserued 
entirely  to  themselves.  But  if  these  eight  Commissioners,  when  tliey 
meete,  shall  not  all  agree,  yet  it  is  concluded  that  any  six  of  the 
eight  agreeing  shall  have  power  to  settle  and  determine  ihe  business 
in  question  r  But  if  sis  do  not  agree,  that  then  such  proposicous  with 
their  reasons,  so  farr  as  they  have  beene  debated,  be  sent  and  referred 
to  the  fonre  geiierall  Courta,  vizt.  the  Mattachu sells,  Plymouth, 
Connectacult,  and  New  Haven  :  And  if  at  all  the  said  Generall 
Courts  the  bnsi:ies9e  so  referred  be  concluded,  then  lo  bee  prosecuted 
by  the  Confederates  and  all  their  members.  It  is  further  agreed  ihat 
these  eight  Commissioners  shall  meete  once  every  yeare,  besides 
extraordinary  meetings  (according  to  the  fift  Article)  to  consider, 
treate  and  conclude  of  all  affaires  belonging  to  this  Confederacon, 
which  meeting  shall  ever  be  the  first  Thursday  in  Septembrr.  And 
that  the  Dext  meeting  after  tile  d.ite  of  these  presents,  which  shnlbe 
accounted  the  second  meeting,  shalbe  at  Bostoue  in  the  Massacliu- 
fletts,  the  third  at  Hartford,  the  fourth  at  New  Haven,  the  fift  at  Ply- 
mouih,  Ihe  sixt  and  seaventh  at  Bostone.  And  then  H.irtford.  New 
Haven  and  Plymouth,  and  so  in  course  successinely,  if  in  the 
meane  tyme  some  middle  place  be  not  found  out  and  agreed  on 
which  may  be  commodious  for  all  the  jurisdiceons. 

VII.  It  ia  further  agreed  that  at  eich  meeting  of  these  eight  Com- 
missioners, whether  ordinary  or  extraordinary,  they,  or  six  of  them 
agreeing  as  before,  may  choose  their  President  out  of  themaelues, 
who^e  office  and  worke  shalbe  to  take  care  and  direct  for  order  and  ■ 
comely  carrying  on  of  all  proceedings  ia  the  present  meeting.  But 
he  shalbe  invested  with  uo  such  power  or  respect  as  by  which  ha 
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Bhall  hlndet  the  propounding  or  progresse  of  any  bnsinesse,  or  any 
way  cast  the    Scales,  otherwise  than  in   the   precedent   Article  is 

VIII.  It  is  also  agreed  that  the  Commissioners  for  this  Confeder- 
acon  hereafter  at  their  meetings,  whether  ordinary  or  extraordinary, 
as  they  may  have  commission  or  opertunitie,  do  endeavours  to  frame 
and  eatahlish  agreemeuts  and  orders  iu  general!  cases  of  a  civill 
wherein  all  the  plautacons  are  interested  for  preserving  peace 
among  themselues,  aud  preventing  as  much  as  may  bee  all  occations 
difference  with  others,  8S  about  the  free  and  speedy  passage 
of  Justice  iu  every  Jurisdiccoii,  to  all  the  Confederats  equally  as  their 
:,  receiving  those  that  remoue  from  one  plantacon  to  another 
without  due  certefycats ;  how  all  the  Jurisdiceons  may  carry  it 
towards  the  Indians,  that  they  neither  grow  insolent  nor  be  injured 
without  due  aatisfaccou,  lest  warr  break  in  vpoa  the  Confederates 
through  such  miscarryage.  It  is  also  agreed  that  if  any  servant  runn 
away  from  his  master  into  any  other  of  these  confederated  Jurisdic- 
eons, That  in  such  Case,  vpon  the  Certy&cate  of  one  Majistratein  the 
JurisdiccoQ  out  of  which  the  said  servant  fled,  or  upon  other  due 
proofe,  the  said  servaut  shalbe  delinered  either  to  his  Master  or  any 
other  that  pursues  and  brings  such  Certificate  or  proofe.  And  that 
vpon  the  escape  of  any  prisoner  whatsoever  or  fugitiue  for  any  crim- 
inal cause,  whether  breaking  prison  or  getting  from  the  officer  or 
otherwise  escaping,  upon  the  certificate  of  two  Majistratsof  the  Juris- 
diccon  out  of  which  the  escape  is  made  that  he  was  a  prisoner  or  such 
an  offender  at  the  tyme  of  the  escape.  The  Majestrates  or  some  of 
them  of  that  Jurisdiccon  where  for  the  present  the  said  prisoner  or 
fugitive  ahideth  shall  forthwith  graunt  such  a  warrant  as  the  case 
will  beare  for  the  apprehending  of  any  such  person,  and  (he  delivery 
of  him  into  the  hands  of  the  officer  or  other  person  that  pursues  him. 
And  if  there  be  help  required  for  the  safe  returneiiig  of  any  such 
offender,  then  it  shalbe  graunted  to  him  that  craves  the  same,  he 
paying  the  charges  thereof. 

IX.  And  for  that  the  justest  warra  may  be  of  dangerous  conse- 
quence, espelially  to  the  smaler  plautacons  iu  these  vnited  Colonies, 
it  is  agreed  that  neither  the  Massachusetts,  Plymouth,  Conuectacutt 
nor  New-Haven,  nor  any  of  the  members  of  any  of  them  shall  at  any 
tyme  hereafter  begin,  undertake,  or  engage  themselues  or  this  Con- 
federacon,  or  any  part  thereof  in  any  warr  whatsoever  (sudden 
exegents  with  the  necessary  consequents  thereof  excepted)  which  are 
also  to  be  moderated  as  much  aa  the  case  will  permit,  withoot  the 
consent  and  agreement  of  the  forenamed  eight  Commissioners,  or  at 
least  six  of  them,  as  in  the  sist  Article  is  provided  :  Aud  that  no 
charge  be  required  of  any  of  the  Confederats  in  case  of  a  defensine 
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warr  till  the  said  CommissioDeTS  bane  mett  and  approned  the  justice 
of  the  warr,  and  have  agreed  vpoa  the  sum  of  money  to  be  levyed, 
which  sum  is  then  to  be  payd  by  tlie  severall  Confederates  in  pro- 
porcon  according  10  the  fourth  Article, 

X.  That  ill  extraordiuary  occalians  when  meetings  are  summoned 
by  three  Majistrals  of  any  Jurisdiccon,  or  two  as  in  the  fift  Article, 
If  any  of  the  Commissioners  pome  not,  due  warneiiig  being  given  or 
sent.  It  is  agreed  that  fimre  of  the  Commissioners  shall  have  power 
to  direct  a  warr  which  cannot  be  delayed  and  lo  send  for  due  propor- 
cous  of  men  out  of  eich  Jurisdiccon,  as  well  as  sii  might  doe  if  all 
melt ;  but  not  less  than  six  shall  determine  the  justice  of  the  warr  or 
allow  the  demaunde  of  bills  of  charges  or  cause  auy  levies  lo  be  made 
for  the  same. 

XI.  It  is  further  agreed  Ihatif  any  of  the  Confederates  shall  here- 
after break  any  of  these  present  Articles,  or  he  any  other  wayes  inju- 
rious to  any  one  of  tbother  Jurisdiccons,  such  breach  of  Agreement, 
or  injiirie,  sbalbe  duly  considered  and  ordered  by  the  Commissioners 
for  tbother  Jurisdiccons,  that  both  peace  and  this  present  Confeder- 
acon  may  bu  entirely  preserued  without  violation. 

XII.  Lastly,  this  perpetuall  Confederacon  and  the  seueral  Articles 
and  Agreements  thereof  being  read  and  seriously  considered,  both  by 
the  Generall  Cuurt  for  the  Mjissachnsetts,  and  by  th;  Commissioners 
for  Pljmonih,  Connectacutt  and  New-Haven,  were  fully  allowed  and 
confirmed  by  three  of  the  forenamed  Confederates,  namely,  the 
Missichuselts,  Connectacutt  and  New-Haven,  Ouely  the  Commis- 
sioners for  Plymouth,  having  no  Commission  to  conclude,  desired 
respite  till  they  might  advise  with  their  Generall  Court,  wherevpou 
it  was  agreed  and  concluded  by  the  said  court  of  tbe  Massachusetts, 
and  the  Commissioners  for  tbe  other  two  Confederates,  That  if  Ply- 
mouth Consent,  then  the  whole  treaty  as  it  stands  in  these  present 
articles  is  and  shall  continue  firme  and  stable  without  alteracon  : 
But  if  Plymouth  come  not  iu,  yet  tbe  other  three  Confederates  dee  by 
these  presents  confirme  tbe  whole  Confederacon  and  all  tbe  Articles 
thereof,  onely,  in  September  nest,  when  tbe  second  meeting  of  tbe 
Commissioners  is  to  be  at  Bostone,  new  consideracon  may  be  taken  of 
the  sist  Article,  which  concernea  number  of  Commissioners  for 
meeting  and  coucluding  the  affaires  of  Ibis  Confederacon  to  the  satis- 
faccon  of  the  court  of  the  Massachusetts,  and  tbe  Commissioners  for 
thotber  two  Confederates,  but  the  rest  to  stand  vnqne^tioned. 

la  testyniony  whereof,  the  Generall  Court  of  tbe  Massachusetts 
by  their  Secretary,  and  for  tbe  Coramissionera  Connectacutt  and 
New-Haven  bane  subscribed  these  presente  articles,  this  sixth  of  the 
third  month,  commonly  called  May,  Anno  Domini  1643. 
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At  a  Meeting  of  tbe  Commissioners  for  the  Confederacon,  held  at 
Boston,  the  Seaveath  of  September.  It  appeareiug  that  the  Generall 
Court  of  New  Plymouth,  and  the  severall  Towneships  thereof  have 
read,  considered  and  approoued  these  articles  of  Confederacon,  as 
appeareth  by  Commission  from  their  Generall  Court  beareing  Date 
the  zxixth  of  August,  1643,  to  Mr.  Edward  Winslowe  and  Mr.  Will 
Collyer,  to  ratifye  and  confirm  the  same  on  their  behalf,  wee  there- 
fore, the  Commissioners  for  the  Mattachusetts,  Conecktacutt  and 
New  Haven,  doe  also  for  our  seuerall  Gouernments,  subscribe  vnto 
them.  John  Winthrop,  Governor  of  Massachusetts. 

Tho.  Dudley.  Thboph.  Eaton. 

Geo.  Fbnwick.  Edwa.  Hopkins. 

Thomas  Grbgson. 
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III.    PENN'S  PLAN  OF  UNION.— 1697. 

This  Plan  was  presented  to  the  Board  of  Trade  in  1697, 
ill  oppositiou  to  the  Board's  plau  for  consolidating  the 
Colonies.  It  is  the  first  of  the  native  or  American  plans  of 
Union.  See  Bancroft,  fu/. //.,/.  7/ ,■  Hildretli,  Vol.  !L,  p. 
ipS ;  Frotliiugliam,  ^.  7/0/  and  TAe  American  Governme7ii, 
Chap.  IV. 

A  Brlefe  and  Plaine  Scheme  bow  Ihe  Gngllsh  Colonies  in  the  North 
parts  of  America,  viz.:  Boston,  Connecticut,  Rhode  Islanr),  New 
Yoik,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  Carolina 
may  be  maJe  more  nscfule  to  the  Crowne,  and  one  another's  peace 
and  safely  with  au  universal  coucuneuce. 

ist.  That  the  severall  Colonies  before  mentioned  do  meet  once  a 
year,  and  oftcner  if  need  he  during  the  war,  and  at  least  once  in  two 
years  in  limes  of  pea'.e,  by  their  stated  anil  appointed  Deputies,  to 
debate  a:id  resolve  of  such  measures  as  are  most  advisable  for  their 
bettiT  unilerslandins,  and  the  public  traiiquiiiiy  and  safely. 

2d.  That  ia  order  to  it  two  persona  well  qualified  for  sense,  sobri- 
ety, and  substance  be  appointed  hy  earh  Province,  as  their  Repre- 
sentatives or  Deputies,  which  in  the  whole  make  the  Congress  to 
consist  of  twenty  persons. 

3d.  That  the  Kmg's  Commissioner  for  that  purpose  specially 
appointed  shall  have  the  chaire  aud  preside  in  the  said  Congresse. 

4th,  That  they  shall  meet  as  near  as  couveniently  may  be  to  the 
most  centrile  Colony  for  use  of  the  Deputies. 

gth.  Since  that  tnay  in  all  probability  be  New  York,  both  be- 
cause it  is  near  the  Center  of  the  Colonies  and  for  that  tt  is  a  Frontier 
and  in  the  King's  nominalion,  the  Gov.  of  Ihat  Odony  may  there- 
fore also  be  the  King's  High  Commissioner  during  the  session  after 
the  manner  of  Scotland. 

6th,  That  their  business  shall  be  to  hear  and  adjust  all  matters  of 
Complaint  or  difference  between  Province  and  Province.  As,  ist, 
where  persons  quit  their  own  Province  and  goe  to  another,  that  they 
may  aviiid  their  ju^t  debts,  tho  they  be  able  to  pay  them;  and, 
where  off^udera  fly  Justice,  or  Ju-tice  cannot  well  be  bad  upon  such 
off.'urlers  in  the  Provinces  that  eutertaiiie  them  ;  sdly,  to  prevent  or 
cure  injuries  in  point  of  Commerce ;  4th,  to  coobider  of  ways  and 
means  to  support  the  union  and  safety  of  these  Provinces  against  the 
publick  enemies.  In  which  Ciingresse  the  Qiiotaa  of  men  and  charges 
will  he  much  easier,  and  more  equally  sett,  Ihen  it  is  possible  for  any 
establishment  made  here  to  do ;  for  the  Provinces  knowing  their  own 
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condition  and  one  another's,  can  debate  tbat  matter  with  more  free- 
dome  and  satisfaction  and  better  adjust  and  balance  their  affairs  in 
all  respects  for  their  common  safety. 

7ly.  That  in  times  of  war  the  King's  High  Commissioner  shall  be 
Generall  or  Chief  Commander  of  the  severall  Quotas  upon  service 
against  a  common  enemy  as  he  shall  be  advised,  for  the  good  and 
benefit  of  the  whole. 
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IV.     FRANKLIN'S  PLAN  OF  UNION.— 1754. 

PLAN  OF  DKION  OF  THE  BRITISH  AMERICAN  COLONIES,  ADOPTED  BY 
r  ALBANY  IN  1754. 


As  sent  to  the  Board  of  Trade  and  to  the  Colonies,  and 
as  commonly  published,  the  several  articles  of  tins  Plan  are 
accompanied  by  certain  "reasons  and  motives,"  explanatory 
of  their  meaning  and  application,  written  by  Franklin, 
They  occupy  much  more  room  than  the  articles  themselves, 
and  are  here  omitted  from  considerations  of  space.  Tbey 
can  be  found  in  Preston,  Documents  Illuslrative  of  American 
History,  p.  ijo ;  Spar^Ls'  Frank/in' s  Writings,  Vol.  IV.,  p. 
20o;  Bigelow,  Works  of  Franklin,  Vol.  11. ,  p.  255\ 
and  in  The  Old  South  Leaflets,  No.  g.  See  Bancroft, 
Vol.  IV.,p.s87;  Hildreth,  Vol.  II., p.  4^3;  Frothingli 
p.  136;  The  American  Government,  Chap.  IV.,  2k\%o  Docu- 
ments relating  to  the  Colonial  fTistory  of  New  York,  Vol.  VI., 
and  CoUeclions  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  1S36. 

It  ia  proposed  that  humble  application  be  made  for  an  act  of  Par- 
liament of  Great  Britain,  by  virtue  of  which  one  general  governmeut 
maybe  formed  in  America,  including  all  the  said  Culoiiies,  within 
and  under  whtcb  government  each  Colony  may  retain  its  preseut 
constitution,  except  in  the  particulars  wherein  a  change  may  be 
directed  by  the  said  act,  as  hereafter  follows. 

PRESIDENT- GENERAL  AND  GRAND  COONCIL. 

That  the  said  general  government  be  administered  by  a  President- 
General,  to  be  appointed  and  supported  by  the  Crown  ;  and  a  Grand 
Coaucil,  to  be  chosen  by  the  representatives  of  the  people  of  the 
several  Colonies  met  in  their  respective  assemblies. 


That  within months  after  the  passing  such  act,  the  House  of 

Representatives  that  happens  to  be  sitting  within  that  time,  or  that 
shall  be  especially  for  that  purpose  convened,  may  and  shall  choose 
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the  following  proportion,  that  ti 


members  for  the  Grand  Council, 


iB.y    .        .       .        - 

Coonecii'Tit 

New  York 

PenDBylvanii 

VlrgioU       . 

South  Catoli 

■ 

Tolal 

PLACE  OF  FIl 

who  shall  meet  for  the  first  time  nt  the  Cily  of  Philadelphia,  in 

Penusylvania,  being  called  by  Ihe  President-General  as  soon  as  con- 
veniently may  be  after  bis  appointment, 

NEW  ELECTION, 

That  there  fihalt  be  a  new  election  of  the  members  of  the  Gr&nd 
Council  every  three  years ;  and.  on  the  death  or  resignation  of  any 
member,  his  place  should  be  sMpplied  by  a  uew  choice  at  the  next 
silling  of  lUe  Assembly  of  Ibe  Colony  he  represented. 


PROPORTION  C 


r  THREE  YEAKS. 


That  after  the  first  three  years,  when  the  proportion  of  mouey 
arising  out  of  each  Colony  lo  the  general  treasury  can  be  known,  (he 
number  of  members  10  be  cliosen  for  each  Colony  shall  from  lime  to 
lime,  in  all  ensuiug  eleclious,  be  regulated  by  that  proportion,  jet  so 
as  that  the  number  to  be  chosen  by  any  one  Province  be  not  more 
than  seven,  nor  less  tlian  two. 

MEETINGS  OP  THE  GRiND  COUNCIL  AND  CALI., 

That  the  Grand  Conacil  shall  meet  once  in  every  year,  and  oltener, 
ifoccasiou  require,  at  such  time  aod  place  as  Ihey  shall  adjourn  lo  at 
the  last  preceding  meeting,  or  as  they  shall  be  c.illed  to  meet  at  by 
the  President  General  on  any  emergency,  he  having  first  obtained  in 
writing  the  consent  of  seven  of  the  inembets  to  such  call,  and  sent  due 
and  timely  notice  to  the  whole. 

CONTINCANCE. 

That  the  Grand  Council  have  power  lo  choose  Iheir  Speaker ;  and 
ahull  neither  be  dissolved,  p-orogned,  nor  continued  sitting  longer 
than  tilt  weeks  at  one  time,  without  their  own  consent  or  the  special 
of  the  Crown. 
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MEMBERS'  ALLOWANCE. 
That  the  members  of  the  Grand  Council  shall  be  allowed  for  their 
service  teu  shilliugs  sterling  per  diem,  during  tLieir  session  aud  jour- 
ney to  and  from  the  pUce  of  meeting,  twenty  miles  to  be  reckoned 
a  day's  journey. 


ASSENT  OF  PRF.SIDENT-GENERAI,  AND  HIS  DUTY. 

it  of  the  President- General  be  requisite  to  all  ai 


TIES  OP  F 

That  the  President- General,  with  the  advice  of  the  Grand  Council, 
hold  or  direct  all  Indian  treaties,  in  which  the  general  interest  of  the 
Colonies  way  be  concerned;  and  make  peace  or  declare  war  with 
Indinn  nations. 

INDIAN  TRADE. 
That  they  make  snch  lawsas  they  judge  necessary  for  regulating 
all  Indian  trade. 

INDIAN  PURCHASES. 

That  they  make  all  purchases  from  Indians,  for  the  Crown,  of 
lands  not  now  wiihin  the  bounds  of  particular  Colonies,  or  that  shall 
not  be  within  their  bounds  when  some  of  them  are  reduced  to  more 
convenient  dimensions. 

NEW  SHTTI,EMKNT3. 

That  they  make  new  settlementa  on  snch  purchases,  hy  granting 
lands  in  the  King's  name,  reserving  a  quit-rent  lo  the  Crown  for  the 
use  of  the  general  treasury. 

LAWS  TO  GOVERN  THEM. 

That  they  make  laws  for  regulating  and  governing  snch  new 
settlements  till  tlie  Crown  shall  think  fit  to  form  them  iuto  particular 
governments. 

RAISE  SOLDIERS  AND  EQUIP  VESSELS,  ETC. 

That  they  raise  and  pay  soldiers  and  build  forts  for  the  defense  of 
any  of  the  Colonies,  and  equip  vessels  of  force  to  guard  the  coasts 
and  protect  the  trade  on  the  ocean,  lakes,  or  great  rivers ;  but  they 
shall  not  impress  men  in  any  Colony  without  the  consent  of  the 
legi.-latnre. 

POWER  TO  MAKE  LAWS,  LAY  DUTIES,  ETC. 

That  for  these  purposes  they  have  power  to  innke  laws,  aud  lay 
and  levy  such  general  duties,  imposts,  or  taxes,  as  to  them  shall 
appear  most  equal  and  just  (considering  the  ability  and  other  ci 
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stauces  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  eeveral  Colonies),  and  Bitch  as  may 
be  colle(4ed  nilh  tbe  least  incoiiveDience  to  the  people  ;  rather  dis- 
couraging luxury,  thau  loading  industry  with  unneceEsar;  burdens. 


CENERAL  TREASURER  AND  PARTlCtJl^R  TKEASURER. 

lat  they  may  appoint  a  General  Treasurer  and  Particular  Treaa- 

D  each  goverameut  when  necessary  ;  and  from  lime  lo  lime,  may 

ordeT  the  f  urns  lu  the  treasuries  of  each  government  iuto  the  general 

treasury  or  dtaw  on  them  for  special  payments,  as  they  find  taost 

Gonveuient. 


Yet  no  money  to  issue  but  by  joint  orders  of  the  President- General 
and  Grand  Council,  except  where  sums  have  been  appointed  to  par- 
ticular purposes,  and  tbe  President- General  is  previously  empowered 
by  an  act  to  draw  sucb  sums. 

ACCOUNTS, 

That  the  general  accounts  sball  be  yearly  settled  and  reported  lo 
the  several  Assemblies. 

QUORUM. 

That  a  quorum  of  the  Grand  Conncil,  empowered  to  act  with  the 
President-General,  do  consist  of  twenty -five  members  ;  among  whom 
there  shall  be  one  or  more  from  a  majority  of  the  Colonies. 
I.AWS  TO  BE  TRANSMITTED. 

That  the  laws  made  by  them  for  the  purposes  aforesaid  shall  not 
be  repugnant,  but,  as  near  as  may  be,  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  Eng- 
land, and  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  King  in  Council  for  approbation, 
as  soon  as  may  be  after  their  passing ;  and  if  not  disapproved  within 
three  years  after  presentation,  to  remain  in  force. 

DEATH  OF  THE  PRESIDENT-GENERAL. 

That,  in  case  of  the  death  of  the  President- General,  the  Speaker 
of  the  Grand  Council  for  the  time  being  sball  succeed,  and  be  vested 
with  the  same  powers  and  authorities,  to  continue  till  the  King's 
pleasure  be  known. 

OFFICERS,  HOW  APPOINTED. 

That  all  military  commission  officers,  whether  for  land  or  aea 
to  act  uuder  this  general  constitution,  shall  be  nominated  by 
the  Pre  si  dent- General ;  but  the  approbation  of  the  Grand  Council  Is 
to  be  obtained,  before  they  receive  their  commissions.  And  all  civil 
officers  are  to  be  noioinated  by  the  Grand  Council,  and  to  re 
President- General's  approbation  before  they  ofBciate. 
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VACANCIES,  HOW  SUPFUitD. 

But  In  case  of  vacancy  by  death  or  removal  of  an;  officer,  civil  or 
military,  under  this  conetitutioii,  the  Governor  of  the  Piovince  in 
which  such  vacancy  happens  may  appoint,  till  the  pleasure  of  the 
President-General  and  Grand  Council  can  be  known. 

BACH  COLONY  HAY  DEFEKD  ITSELF  IN  SUBKGENCY,  B7C. 

That  the  particular  military  aa  well  as  civil  establishments  in  each 
Colony  remain  in  their  present  state,  the  general  constitution  not- 
withstanding; and  that  on  sudden  emergencies  any  Colouy  may 
defend  itself,  and  lay  the  accounts  of  expense  thence  arising  before 
the  President-General  and  General  Council,  who  may  allow  and 
order  payment  of  the  Same,  as  lar  as  they  judge  such  accounts  just 
and  reasonable. 
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THE  AMERICAN  GOVERNMENT. 
V.    DECLARATION  OF  EIGHTS.—  1765. 

E  ENGLISH  COLONIES  AT  NEW 
19,  1765. 

The  Congress  of  1:765,  sometime  called  the  "  Stamp  Act 
Congress,"  and  the  "Day  Star  of  the  American  Union," 
was  composed  of  28  delegates,  representing  9  Colonies,  viz. : 
Massachusetts,  Connecticiil,  Rhode  Island,  New  York, 
Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  and  South  Carolina. 
After  sitting  from  October  7  to  25,  ihe  delegates  who  were 
authorized  to  do  so,  representing  6  states,  signed  this 
Declaration  of  Rights.  See  Bancroft,  Vol.  III.,  p.  154.; 
Hildretb,  Vol.  II.,  p.  530;  Frothingham,  ^.  186:  Pitkin, 
Hisi.  U.  S.,  Vol.  /.,  p.  lyS ;  Story,  Commentaries  on  the 
Conslilution,  Vol.  I.,  p.  ijo,  and  The  American  Government, 
Chap.  IV. 

The  Congress,  upon  mature  deliberation,  agreed  to  the  foltowing 
declaratious  of  the  rigbts  aud  grievances  of  ilie  colonists  in  America: 

The  members  of  this  congress,  sincerely  devoted,  with  the  warm- 
est sentiments  of  aSection  and  duty,  to  His  Majesty's  person  and 
government,  inviolably  attached  to  the  present  happy  establishuieut 
of  the  Protestant  succetsiou,  and  with  minds  deeply  impressed  by  a 
sense  of  the  present  and  impending  misfortunes  of  the  British 
colouies  on  this  continent;  having  considered  as  maturely  as  time 
will  permit.  Ihe  cireumstancea  of  the  said  colonies,  esteem  it  our 
indispensable  duty  to  make  the  following  declarations  of  our  humble 
opinion  respecting  the  moat  essential  rights  and  liberties  of  the  colo- 
nists and  of  the  grievances  under  which  they  labor  by  reason  of  Ihe 
several  late  acts  of  Parliament, 

I,  That  His  Majesty's  subjects  in  these  colonie?,  owe  the  same 
allegiance  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  that  is  owing  from  liis  sub- 
jects born  within  the  realm  ;  and  all  due  subordination  to  that  august 
body,  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain. 

3,  That  His  Majesty's  liege  subjects,  in  these  colonies,  are  entitled 
to  all  the  inherent  rights  and  liberties  of  his  natural  born  subjects 
within  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain. 

3,  That  it  is  inseparably  essential  to  the  freedom  ofa  people,  and 
the  undoubted  right  of  Englishmen,  that  no  ta:xes  be  imposed  on 
n  but  with  their  own  consent,  given  personally,  or  by  their  repre- 

..  That  the  people  of  these  colonies  are  not,  and  from  their  local 
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cannot  be,  represented  in  the  House  of  Commons,  in 
Greal  Brilain. 

5.  That  the  only  representatives  of  Ihe  people  of  these  colonies, 
are  persons  chosen  therein  ljy  lhemHelv*s  ;  and  that  no  taxes  ever 
have  been,  or  can  be  constitutionally  imposed  ou  them,  but  by 
their  respective  legislatures. 

6.  That  all  supplies  to  the  crown,  being  the  free  gifts  of  the  people, 
it  is  unrEa<onal>le  and  inconsistent  vlth  the  principles  and  spirit  of 
the  BriLi^h  constitution,  fur  the  people  of  Great  Britain  to  grant  to 
His  MHJesty,  the  property  of  the  colonists. 

7.  That  triiilby  jury  is  the  inherent  and  invaluable  right  of  every 
British  Eubjecl  in  these  colonies. 

8.  That  the  late  act  of  Parliament,  entitled  "  An  act  for  granting 
and  applying  certain  stamp  duties,  and  other  duties  in  the  British 
colonics  and  plantations,  in  Anierica,  etc.,"  by  impoi-ing  taxes  on  llie 
inhabi  taints  of  these  colonies,  and  the  said  act,  and  sevirsl  other  acts, 
by  extending  the  jurisdiction  of  the  courts  of  admiralty  beyond  its 
ancient  limits,  have  a  manifest  tendency  to  subvert  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  th^  colonists. 

9.  That  the  duties  imposed  by  several  late  acts  of  Parliament, 
from  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  these  colonies,  will  he  extremely 
burthcDSOn^e  and  grievous,  ano  iroui  the  scarcity  of  specie,  the  pay- 
ment of  them  absolutely  impracticable. 

10.  That  as  the  profits  of  the  trade  of  these  colonies  ultimately 
center  in  Great  Britain,  to  pay  for  the  manufactures  whirh  they  are 
obliged  to  take  from  thence,  they  eventually  contribute  very  largely 
to  all  supplies  granted  there  to  the  crown. 

11.  That  the  restrictions  imposed  by  several  Inte  acts  of  Parlia- 
ment ou  the  trade  of  these  colonies,  will  render  them  uuahle  to  pnr- 
chase  the  manufactures  of  Great  Britain. 

la.  That  the  increase,  prosperity,  ancl  happiness  of  these  colonies 
depend  on  the  full  and  free  enjoyments  of  their  Hghls  nnd  liberties, 
and  an  intercourse  with  Great  Britain,  mutually  affectionate  and 
advantageous. 

13.  That  it  is  the  right  of  the  British  subjects  in  these  colonies  to 
petition  the  King,  or  either  house  of  Parliament. 

Lastly.  That  it  is  the  indispensable  duty  of  these  colonies,  to  the 
best  of  sovereigns  to  the  mother  country,  and  to  themselves,  to 
endeavour  by  a  loyal  and  dutiful  address  to  His  Majesty,  and  humble 
applications  to  both  houses  of  Parliament,  to  procure  the  repeal  of 
the  act  for  granting  and  applying  certain  stamp  duties,  of  all  clauses 
of  any  other  acts  of  Parliament,  whereby  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
admiralty  is  extended,  as  aforesaid,  and  of  the  Ot^er  late  acts  for  the 
a  of  American  ci 
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ii  AQil  most  dangerous  and  destrnciive  of  American 

.>'s  have  been  frequently  dissolved,  contrary 

■  lo,  when  they  aiLempied  to  deliberate  on 

'.ilLil,  bumble,  loyal,  aud  reasonable  petitious 

;,  have  been  repeatedly  treated  with  contempt 

s  of  state  : 

lupk  of  Ihe  several  colonies  of  New  Hampshire,  Massa- 

"e  Island  aud  Providence  Plantations,  Connecticut, 

r,  Pennsylvania,  New  Castle,  Kent  and  Sussex, 

rjland,  Virginia,  Norlh  Carolina,  aud  South  Caro- 

n'iX  these  arbitrary  proceedings  of  parliameut  and 

severally   elected,   constituted   and   appointed 

tin  General  Congress,  in  the  city  of  Philadel- 

1  such  establishment,  as  that  their  religion, 

J  not  be  subverted.     Whereupon  the  deputies 

n  assembled,  in  a  full  aud  free  representation 

ng  into  their  most  serious  consideration,  the 

Ig  the  ends  aforesaid,  do,  iu  the  first  place,  as 

t  ancestors  in   like  cases   have  usually  done,  for 

'  »ting  their  rights  and  liberties,  DECLARE, 

lantsof  the  English  colonies  in  North  America,  by 

if  nature,  the  principles  of  the  English  constitu- 

-al    charters  or  compacts,   have  the  following 

S.  C.  D.     1.  That  they  are  entitled  to  life,  liberty,  and 

1  that  they  have  never  ceded  to  any  sovereign  power 

"  it  to  dispose  of  either  without  their  consent. 

t,  N.  C,  D.     2.  That  our  ancestors,  who  first  settled  these 

■e  at  the  time  of  their  emigration  from  the  molhet  coun- 

dtoall  the  rights,  liberties,  and  Immnnitiesof free  and 

inbjects,  within  the  realm  of  England. 

,  N.  C.  D.     3.   Tbat  by  such   emigralion,   they  by   no 

.11*  ("orfeiled,  surrendered,  or  lost  any  of  those  rigiits,  but  that 

.tre,  and  their  descendants  uow  are,  entitled  to  the  exercise 

-lijoyment  of  all  such  of  tbem,  as  their  local  aud  other  ctrcum- 

"  "e  them  to  exercise  and  enjoy. 

iWi/i  N.  D.  C.     4.  That  the  foundation  of  English  liberty,  and 

^  governnienl,  ia  a  right  in  the  people  to  pirticipale  in  their 

as  the  English  colonists  are  not  represented, 

other  circumstances,  cannot  properly  in  the 

iire  entitled  to  a  free  and  exclusive  power  of 

.1  provincial  legislatures,  where  their  right  of 
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VI.    DECLARATION  OF  RIGHTS.—  1774. 

TheCongressof  1774  sat  at  Philadelphia  from  September 
5  to  October  14.  It  contained  representatives  from  all  the 
Colonies  but  Georgia.  See  Bancroft,  Vol.  IV.,  p.  65; 
Hildreth,  Fff/. ///.,/.  ^j,-  Frothingham.^.j^i-,-  Pitkin, 
Vol.  I.. p.  283;  Story,  Vol.  I.,  p.  133 ;  Curtis,  History  of 
the  Constitution,  Vol.  I.,  p.  22;  The  American  Government, 
Chap.  IV. 

Whereas,  since  the  close  of  the  last  war,  the  British  Parliament 
claimitiga  power  of  right,  to  biud  the'people  of  America  b^r  statutes 
in  all  cases  whatsoever,  hath,  in  some  acts,  espressly  imposed  taxes 
on  them,  acd  in  others,  under  various  pretences,  but  ia  fact  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  a  revenue,  hath  imposed  rates  and  duties  payable 
in  these  colonies,  established  a  board  of  commissi  oners,  with  uncon- 
stitutional powers,  aud  exteuded  the  jurisdiction  of  courts  ofadmtr- 
ally.  Dot  only  for  collecting  the  said  duties,  but  for  the  trial  of  causes 
merely  arisitig  witUiu  the  body  o  f  a  county. 

And  whereas,  in  consequence  of  other  statutes,  judges,  who  before 
held  only  estates  at  will  in  their  offices,  have  been  made  dependent  on 
the  crown  alone  for  their  salaries,  and  standing  armies  kept  in  time 
of  peace;  And  whereas,  it  has  lately  been  resolved  in  parliament, 
that  by  force  of  a  statute,  made  in  the  thirty-fifth  year  of  the  reign  of 
King  Henvy  the  Eighth,  colonists  may  be  transported  to  England,  and 
tried  there  upon  accusations  for  treasons,  and  misprisions,  or  conceal- 
menls  of  treasons  committed  in  the  colonies,  and  by  a  late  stattite, 
such  trials  have  been  directed  in  cases  therein  mentioned. 

>n  of  parliament,  three  statutes  were 
liscoutinue,  in  such  manner,  and  for 
}tjed,  the  landing  and  discharging, 
s  and  merchandise,  at  the  town,  aud 
the  province  of  Massachusetts  Bay, 
i  a  North  America  ;  "  another,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  belter  regulat- 
irg  the  government  oftheproviuce  of  Massachusetts  Bay  in  New  Eng- 
land ; "  and  another,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  impartial  administra- 
tion of  justice,  iu  the  cases  of  persons  questioned  for  any  act  done  by 
them  in  the  execution  of  the  law,  or  for  the  suppression  of  riots 
and  tumults,  in  the  province  of  Massachusetts  Bay  in  New  Bag- 
land;"  and  another  statute  was  tlien  made,  "for  making  more 
effectual  provision  for  the  government  of  the  province  of  Quebec, 
etc."     All  which  statutes  are  impolitic,  Dujust,  and  cruel,  as  well  «s 


Aud  whereas,  in  the  last  si 
made;  oue,  entitled  "An  act 
such  time  as  are  therein  me 
lading  or  shipping  of  goods,  v 
within  the  harbour  of  Boston 
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unconstitutional,  and  most  dHngerous  and  destructive 
rights. 

And  whereas,  assemblies  have  been  frequently  dissolved,  contrary 
to  the  rights  of  the  people,  when  they  allempled  to  deliherate  on 
grievances,  and  their  dutiful,  humble,  loyal,  and  reasonable  petitions 
to  the  crown  for  redress,  have  been  repeatedly  treated  with  contempt 
by  His  Majesty's  ministers  of  state  : 

The  good  peopleof  the  several  colonies  of  New  Hampshire,  Massa- 
chusetts Bay,  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  Connecticut, 
New  York,  New  Jersey,  Penasylvauia,  New  Castle,  Kent  and  Sussex, 
on  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  aud  South  Caro- 
lina justly  alarmed  at  these  arbitrary  proceedings  of  patliameut  and 
admiuistration,  have  severally  elected,  constituted  and  appointed 
deputies  to  meet,  and  sit  in  Genera!  Congress,  in  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, in  order  to  obtain  such  establiibmenl,  as  that  their  religion, 
laws,  and  liberties,  may  not  be  subverted.  Whereupon  the  deputies 
so  appointed  being  now  assembled,  in  a  full  and  free  representation 
of  these  colonies,  taking  into  their  most  serious  consideration,  the 
best  means  of  attaining  the  ends  aforesaid,  do,  in  the  first  place,  aa 
Engliihmen,  their  ancestors  in  like  cases  have  usually  done,  for 
effecting  and  vindicating  their  rights  and  liberties,  DECLARE, 

That  the  inhabitants  of  the  Engli.sh  colonies  in  North  America,  by 
the  immutable  laws  of  nature,  the  principles  of  the  English  constitu- 
tion, aud  the  several  charters  or  compacts,  have  the  following 
RIGHTS : 

Resolved.  N.  C.  D.  i.  That  they  are  entitled  to  life,  liberty,  and 
property,  and  that  they  have  never  ceded  to  auy  sovereign  power 
whatever,  a  right  to  dispose  of  either  without  their  consent. 

Resolved,  N.  C.  D.  2.  That  our  ancestors,  who  first  settled  these 
colonies,  were  at  the  time  of  their  emigration  from  the  mother  coun- 
try, entitled  to  all  the  rights,  liberties,  aud  immunities  of  free  and 
natural-born  subjects,  within  the  realm  of  England. 

Resolved,  N.  C.  D.  3.  That  by  such  emigration,  they  by  no 
means  forfeited,  surrendered,  or  lost  any  of  those  rights,  but  that 
they  were,  and  their  descendants  now  are,  entitled  to  the  exercise 
and  enjoyment  of  all  such  of  them,  as  their  local  and  other  circum- 
stances enable  them  to  exercise  and  enjoy. 

Resolved,  N.  D.  C.  4.  That  the  foundation  of  Englishliberty,  and 
of  all  free  government,  is  a  right  in  the  people  to  pirtieipate  in  their 
legislative  council :  and  as  the  English  colonists  are  not  represented, 
aud  from  their  local  and  other  circumstances,  cannot  properly  in  the 
British  parliament,  they  are  entitled  to  a  free  and  exclusive  - 
legislation  in  their  several  provincial  legislatures,  where  tb 
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repreeeiitatioa  can  atone  be  preserved,  in  all  case 
teinal  polny,  snlijecl  only  to  tUe  iiegaiive  of  llieir  Bovereign,  in  such 
manner  as  has  been  heretofore  useil  and  accustomed.  But,  from  the 
necessity  of  the  case,  auil  a  regard  to  the  mulual  interest  of  both 
couuliies,  we  cheerfully  consent  to  ihe  operaliou  of  such  acts  of  the 
British  parliament  as  are  boaa  fide,  restrained  to  the  regulatio 
our  external  commerce,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  commercial 
advantages  of  the  whole  empire  to  the  mother  country,  and  the  ci 
meicial  beuefils  of  its  respective  members ;  excluding  every  idea  of 
taxation  internal  or  external  for  raising  a  revenue  ou  the  snbjects  ii 
America,  without  their  consent. 

Resolved,  N.  C.  D.  5.  That  the  respective  colonies  are  entitled  to 
the  common  law  of  Euglaud,  and  more  especially  to  the  great  aud 
inestimable  privilege  of  being  tried  by  their  peeis  of  the  vicinage, 
according  to  the  course  of  that  law. 

Resolved,  6.  That  they  are  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  such  of 
the  English  statutes,  as  existed  at  the  time  of  their  colonization  ;aiid 
which  they  have,  by  experience,  respectively  fonod  to  be  applicable 
to  their  several  local  aud  other  circumstances. 

Resolved.  N.  C.  D.  7.  That  these,  his  Majesty's  colonies,  are  like- 
wise en  titled  to  all  the  immtiuities  mid  privileges  granted  and  con- 
firmed to  them  by  royal  charters,  as  secured  by  their  several  codes  of 
proviucial  laws. 

Resolved,  N.  C.  D.  8,  That  they  have  a  right  peaceable  to 
assemble,  consider  of  their  grievances,  and  petition  the  king;  and 
that  all  prosecutions,  prohibiting  oroctamations,  and  commitments 
for  the  same  are  illegal. 

Resolved,  N.  C.  D.  9.  That  the  keeping  a  standing  army  in  these 
colonies,  in  times  of  peace,  without  the  consent  of  the  legislature  of 
that  colony,  in  which  such  army  is  kept,  is  against  law. 

Resolved,  N.  C.  D.  10.  It  is  indispensably  necessary  to  good 
government,  and  rendered  essential  by  the  English  constitution, 
that  the  constituent  branches  of  the  legislature  be  independent  of 
each  other ;  that,  therefore,  the  exercise  of  legislative  power  i 
several  colonies,  by  a  counsel  appointed,  during  pleasure,  by  the 
crown,  15  unconstitutional,  dangerous  aud  destructive  to  the  freedom 
ofAmericanlegis^ation. 

All  and  each  of  which  the  aforesaid  deputies,  iu  behalf  of  them- 
selves, and  their  onstituents,  do  claim,  demand,  and  insist  on,  as 
their  indubitable  rights  and  liberties;  which  cannot  be  legally  taken 
from  them,  altered  or  abridged  by  any  power  whatever,  without  their 
own  consent,  by  their  representatives  In  their  several  provincial  legis- 
latures. 
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In  tlie  course  ofour  inquiry,  we  find  many  lafriagements  and  vio- 
lations of  the  foregoing  riglits,  wbich  from  an  ardent  desire,  that 
harmony  and  mutual  intercouise  of  affeciion  and  interest  may  be 
restored,  we  pass  over  for  the  present,  and  proceed  to  stale  ; 
aud  measures  as  have  been  adopted  since  the  late  war,  which  demon- 
strate a  system  formed  to  enslave  America. 

Resolved,  N.  C.  D.  The  following  acts  of  parliament  are  infringe- 
ments and  violations  of  Ihe  rights  of  the  colonists;  and  that  the 
repeal  of  them  is  esseulially  necessary,  in  order  to  restore  harmony 
between  Great  Britain  aud  the  American  colonists,  viz,  : 

The  several  acts  of  4  Geo,  III.  cl,  15  and  ch,  34.-5  Geo.  III.  ch. 
2S.  —6  Geo.  Ill,  ch.  52.-7  Geo.  III.  ch.4t,  and  cb.  46.-3  Geo. 
lit  ch.  22,  which  imposed  duties  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  revenue 
in  America,  extend  the  power  of  the  admiralty  courts  beyond  their 
ancient  limits,  deprive  the  Aiaericau  subject  of  trial  by  jury,  author- 
ize the  judges'  certificate  to  indemnify  the  prosecutor  from  damages, 
that  he  miglit  otherwise  be  liable  to,  requiring  oppressive  security 
from  a  claimant  of  ships  and  goods  seized,  before  lie  shall  be  allowed 
to  defend  his  property,  and  are  subservient  of  Ameiicaa  rights. 

Also  13  Geo.  III.  ch.  24,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  better  securing 
his  majesty's  dock-yards,  magazines,  ships,  ammunition,  and  stores," 
which  declares  a  new  offence  in  America,  and  deprives  the  American 
subject  of  a  constitutional  trial  by  jury  of  the  vicinage,  by  authorizing 
the  trial  of  any  person,  charged  with  the  committing  any  offence 
described  in  the  said  act,  out  of  the  realm,  to  be  indicted  and  tried 
for  the  same  in  any  shire  or  county  within  the  realm. 

Also  the  three  acts  passed  in  the  last  session  of  parltameiit,  for 
stopping  the  port  and  blocking  the  harbour  of  Boston,  for  altering 
the  charter  and  government  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  that  which  is 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  better  administration  of  Justice,  etc." 

Also  the  act  passed  at  the  same  session  for  establishing  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion,  in  the  province  of  Quebec,  abolishing  the  equitable 
system  of  English  laws,  and  erecting  a  tyranny  there,  to  the  great 
danger  (from  so  total  adissimilarity  of  religion,  law  and  government) 
ot  the  neighboring  British  Colonies,  by  the  assistance  of  whose  blood 
and  treasure  the  said  country  was  conquered  from  France. 

Also,  the  act  passed  in  the  same  session,  for  tlie  better  providing 
suitable  quarters  for  officers  and  soldiers  in  his  majesty's  sc' 
North  America. 

Also,  that  the  keeping  a  standing  army  in  several  of  thes' 
in  time  of  peace,  without  the  consent  of  the  legislature  o' 
in  which  such  army  is  kept,  is  against  law. 

To  these  grievous  acts  aud  meaaurea,  Ai 
but  iti  hopes  their  fellow-subjects  in  Grea 
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of  them,  restore  ns  to  that  state,  in  which  both  countries  fonnd  happi- 
ness and  prosperity,  we  have  for  the  present,  only  resolved  to  pursue 
the  following  peaceable  measures:  i.  To  enter  into  a  non-importa- 
tion, non-consumption,  and  non-exportation  agreement  or  associa- 
tion. 2.  To  prepare  an  address  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  and  a 
memorial  to  the  inhabitants  of  British  America :  and  3.  To  prepare  a 
loyal  address  to  his  Majesty,  agreeable  to  resolutions  already  entered 
into. 


NON-IMPORTATION  AHREEMBNT. 


VII.    THE  NON-IMPORTATION  AGREEMENT.— 1774. 


The  foUowiug  agreement  was  signed  by  50  delegates  to 
the  Congress  of  1774,  and  was  subsequently  ratified  by  the 
Colonial  I^egtalatures.  Joha  Adams  called  it  the  "  mem- 
orable league  of  the  Continent  in  1774,  which  first  expressed 
the  sovereign  will  of  a  free  nation  in  America,"  and  Hiid- 
reth  says,  "it  maybe  considered  the  commencement  of  the 
American  Union."  It  immediately  follows  the  Declaration 
of  Rights,  and  the  bibliography  is  the  same  as  for  the  last 
section. 

We,  his  Majesty's  most  loyal  subjects,  the  delegates  of  the  several 
Colonies  of  New  Hampsbire,  Massachusetts  Bay,  Rhode  Islaud,  Con- 
necticut, New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  the  three  lower  couq- 
ties  or  New  Castle,  Kent  and  Susses,  on  Delaware,  Marylaud,  Vir- 
ginia, North  Carolina,  and  South  Carolina,  deputed  to  represent  them 
in  a  Coutinental  Congress,  held  in  tbe  City  of  Philadelphia,  on  the 
fifth  day  of  September,  1774,  avowing  our  allegiance  to  his  Majesty, 
our  affection  and  regard  for  our  fellow  subjects  in  Great  Britain  and 
elsewhere,  affected  with  the  deepest  anxiety,  and  most  alarming 
appreli  ens  ions  at  those  grievances  and  distresses,  with  which  his 
Majesty's  American  subjects  are  oppressed,  and  having  taken  under 
our  most  serious  deliberation  the  stale  of  the  whole  Continent,  find, 
that  tbe  present  unhappy  situation  of  our  affaiis,  is  occasioned  by  a 
ruinous  system  of  Colony  Administration  adopted  by  the  British 
Ministry  about  tbe  year  1763,  evidently  calculated  for  euslaviug  these 
Colonies,  and,  with  them,  the  British  Empire. 

In  prosecution  of  which  system,  various  Acts  of  Parliament  have 
been  passed  for  raising  a  revenue  in  America,  for  depriving  the 
American  subjects,  in  many  instances,  of  the  constitutional  trial  by 
jury,  exposing  their  lives  to  danger,  by  directing  a  new  and  illegal 
trial  beyond  the  seas,  for  crimes  alleged  to  have  been  committed  in 
America :  and  in  prosecution  of  the  same  system,  several  late,  cruel, 
and  oppressive  acts  have  been  passed  respecting  the  town  of  Boston 
and  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  also  an  act  for  extending  the  Province 
of  Quebec,  so  as  to  border  on  tbe  western  frontiers  of  these  Colonies, 
establishing  ail  arbitrary  government  therein,  and  discouraging 
the  B-^ttlement  of  British  subjects  in  that  wide  extended  country; 
thus,  by  the  influence  of  civil  principles  and  ancient  prejudices,  to 
dispose  the  inhabitants  to  act  with  hostility  against  the  free  Protes- 
tant Colonies,  whenever  a  wicked   Ministry  shall   chuse   to   direct 
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To  obtain  redress  of  these  grievances,  which  threaten  destniction 
to  the  lives,  liberty,  and  property  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  ia  North 
America,  we  are  of  opmiun  that  a  Kou-Injpurtatiou,  Noti-Consump- 
tioa,  and  Nju-Eiportaiion  Agreement,  fjilhfu.ly  adhered  to,  will 
prove  the  mobt  speedy,  effectual,  and  peaceable  measure  ;  and,  there- 
fore, we  do,  for  ourselves,  and  the  iiihabilanU  of  the  several  Coloniea, 
whom  we  represent,  firmly  agree  and  associate,  under  the  sacred  ties 
of  virtue,  houor  and  love  of  oui  country,  as  follows ; 

First.  That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  December  next,  we 
will  not  import  into  British  America,  from  Great  Britain  or  Ireland, 
any  Goods,  Wares,  or  Merchandise  whatsoever,  or  from  any  other 
place,  any  such  Goods,  Wares,  or  Merchandise,  as  shall  have  been 
exported  from  Great  Britain  or  Ireland ;  nor  will  we,  after  that  day, 
import  any  East  India  tea  from,  any  part  of  the  world;  nor  any 
Molasses,  Syrups,  Fancies,  Coffee  or  Pimento,  from  the  British  Plan- 
tations or  from  Dominica ;  nor  wines  from  Madeira,  or  the  Western 
Islands;  nor  foreign  Indigo, 

Second.  We  will  neither  import  nor  purchase  any  slave  imported, 
after  the  first  day  of  December  next;  after  which  time  we  will  wholly 
discontinne  the  Slave  Trade,  and  will  neither  be  concerned  in  it  onr- 
aelves,  nor  will  we  hire  our  vessels,  nor  sell  our  commodities  or 
manufactures  to  those  who  are  concerned  in  it. 

Third.  Asa  Non-Consnniption  Agreement,  strictly  adhered  to, 
will  be  an  effectual  security  for  the  observance  of  the  Non-Imporla- 
tion,  we,  as  above,  solemnly  agree  and  associate,  that  from  this  day 
we  will  not  purchase  or  use  any  tea  imported  on  account  of  the  East 
India  Company,  or  any  on  which  a  duty  hath  been  or  shall  be  paid ; 
and  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  March  next,  we  will  not  purchase 
or  use  any  East  Ini^ia  tea  whatever  ;  nor  will  we,  nor  shall  any  per- 
son for  or  nnder  us,  purchase  or  use  any  of  those  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandises,  we  have  agreed  not  to  import,  which  we  shall  know, 
or  have  cause  to  suspect,  were  imported  after  the  first  day  of  Decem- 
ber, except  such  as  come  under  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  tenth 
article  hereafter  mentioned. 

Fourth.  The  earnest  desire  we  have,  not  to  injure  our  fellow-sub- 
jects in  Great  Britain,  Ireland  or  the  West  Indies,  induces  us  to  sus- 
pend a  N  on -Exportation,  until  the  tenth  day  of  September,  1775 ;  at 
which  time,  if  the  said  acts  and  partsof  actsof  the  British  Parliament 
hereinafter  mentioned,  are  not  repealed,  we  will  not  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, export  any  merchandise  or  commodity  whatsoever  to  Great 
Britain,  Ireland  or  the  West  Indies,  except  rice  to  Europe. 

Fifth.  Such  as  are  merchantSJind  use  the  British  and  Irish  trade, 
will  give  orders,  as  soon  as  possible  to  their  factors,  agents  and  corre- 
apondenta,  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  not  to  ship  any  gooda  to 
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Jievo,  on  any  pretence  vliatsoever,  as  tbey  cannot  be  received  i: 

America  ;  and  ifany  merchant,  residing  in  Great  Britain  or  Iielaud, 
shall  directly  or  indirectly  ship  any  goods,  vaies,  or  luerchaudises, 
for  America,  in  order  to  break  the  said  Non- Importation  Agreementi 
or  in  any  manner  contravene  the  same,  on  such  unworthy  conduct 
being  nell  attested,  it  ought  to  be  made  publick  ;  and,  oti  the  same 
being  so  done,  we  will  not  from  thenceforth  have  any  commercial 
connexion  with  any  such  merchant. 

Sixlh.  That  sucU  as  are  owners  of  vessels  will  give  positive  orders 
lo  their  captains,  or  masters,  not  to  receive  on  board  their  vessel  any 
goods  prohibited  by  the  said  Non- importation  Agreement,  on  pain  of 
immediate  dismission  from  their  service. 

Seventh.  We  will  use  our  utmost  endeavors  to  improve  the  breed 
of  sheep,  and  to  iucrease  their  number  to  the  greatest  esteut ;  and  lo 
that  end,  we  will  kill  tbem  as  spatinglyas  may  be,  especially  lliose  of 
the  most  profitable  kind ;  nor  will  we  espott  any  to  Ihe  West  Indies 
or  elsewhere ;  and  those  of  us  who  are  or  may  become  over-stockeo 
with,  or  can  conveniently  spare  any  sheep,  will  dispose  of  them  to 
our  neighbors,  especially  to  the  poorer  sort,  upon  moderate  terms. 

Eighth.  That  we  will,  in  our  several  stations,  encourage  frugality, 
economy,  and  industry ;  and  promoteagriculture,  arts,  and  the  maiiu- 
faciures  of  tbia  Countrj-,  especially  that  of  wool;  and  will  discoun- 
tenance and  discourage,  every  spec!  es  of  extravagance  and  dissipation, 
especially  all  horse-racing,  and  all  kinds  of  gaming,  cock-fighling, 
exhibitions  of  plays,  shews,  and  otlier  expensive  diversions  and  enter- 
taiuments  ;  and  on  the  death  of  any  relation  or  friend,  none  of  us,  or 
any  of  our  families  will  go  into  any  further  mourning  dress,  than  a 
black  crape  or  ribbon  on  the  arm  or  hat  for  gentlemen,  and  a  black 
ribbon  and  neckl  ce  for  ladies,  and  we  will  discountenance  the  giv- 
ing of  gloves  and  scarfs  at  funerals. 

Ninth,  That  sr.ch  as  are  venders  of  goods  or  merchandi?ea,  will 
not  take  advantage  of  the  scarcity  of  goods  that  maybe  occasioned  by 
this  association,  but  will  sell  the  same  at  the  rates  we  have  been 
respectively  accustoms  d  to  do,  for  twelve  months  last  past.  And  if  any 
vender  of  goods  or  meichandises  shall  sell  any  such  goods  on  bigber 
terms,  or  shall  la  any  manner,  or  by  any  device  whatsoever  violaie  or 
depart  from  this  Agreement,  no  person  ought,  nor  will  any  of  us  deal 
with  any  such  person,  or  bis  or  her  factor  or  agent,  at  any  lime  there- 
after for  any  commodity  whatever. 

Tenth.  In  case  any  merchant,  trader,  or  other  person,  shall  im- 
port any  Goods  or  Merchandise,  after  the  first  day  of  December,  and 
before  the  first  day  of  February  next,  the  same  ought  forthwith,  at 
the  election  of  the  owner,  to  be  either  reshipped  or  delivered  np  to 
the  Committee  of  the  County  or  Town  wherein  they  shall  be  imported, 
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lo  be  stored  at  the  wish  of  the  importer,  uutil  the  Non ■Importation 
Agreement  shall  cease,  or  be  sold  uuder  the  direction  of  the 
miltee  aforesaid  ;  and  in  the  last  lueutioiied  case,  the  owner  oi 
of  such  goods  shall  he  re-imhursed  out  of  the  sales  the  first 
charges;  tlje  profit,  if  any,  to  be  applied  towards  relieviiigand  em- 
plojingsuch  poor  iuhabitants  of  theTown  of  Boston  as  are  immediate 
sufferers  by  the  Boston  Port  Bill ;  and  a  particular  account  of  all  goods 
so  returned,  stored,  or  sold,  to  be  inserted  in  the  publick  papers,  and 
if  any  goods  or  merchandises  shall  be  imported  afler  the  said  first  day 
of  February,  the  same  ought  forthwith  to  be  sent  back  again,  without 
breaking  any  of  the  packages  thereof. 

Elevenlk.  That  a  Committee  be  chosen  in  every  County,  City, 
and  Town,  by  those  who  are  qualified  to  vote  for  Representatives  in 
the  Legislature,  whose  business  it  shall  be  attentively  to  observe  the 
conduct  of  all  persons  touching  this  Association;  and  when  it  shall  be 
made  to  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  a  majority  of  auy  such  Commit- 
tee, that  any  peraou  within  the  limits  of  their  appoiiument  has 
violated  this  Association,  that  such  a  majority  do  forthwith  cause  the 
truth  of  the  case  to  be  published  in  the  Casette,  to  the  end  that  all 
such  foes  to  the  rights  of  British  America  may  be  puhlickly  known 
and  universally  contemned  as  the  enemies  of  American  liberty;  and 
thenceforth  we  respectively  will  break  off  alldealings  with  him  or  her. 
Twel/lh.  That  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  in  the  respec- 
tive Colooies,  do  frequently  inspect  the  entries  of  their  Custom 
Houses,  and  inform  each  other,  from  time  lo  time,  of  the  true  state 
thereof,  and  of  every  other  material  circumstance  that  may  occur 
relative  to  this  association. 

Thirteenth.  That  all  manufactures  of  this  country  be  sold  at 
reasonable  prices,  so  that  no  undne  advantage  be  taken  of  a  future 
scarcity  of  goods. 

Fourteenth.  And  we  do  further  agree  and  resolve  that  we  will 
have  no  Trade,  Commerce,  Dealings,  or  Intercourse  whatsoever  with 
any  Colony  or  Province  in  North  America,  which  shall  not  acccd;  to, 
or  which  shall  hereafter  violate  this  Association,  biitwtU  hold  them 
as  unworthy  of  the  right  of  freemen,  and  as  inimical  to  the  Uberties 
of  (his  country. 

And  we  do  solemnly  bind  ourselves  and  our  constituents  under 
the  ties  aforesaid,  to  adhere  to  this  Association  until  such  parts  of 
the  several  Acts  of  Parliament  passed  since  the  close  of  the  last  \var, 
as  impose  orcontinuedutiesouTea,  Wine,  Molasses,  Syrups,  Pan eles. 
Coffee,  Sugar,  Pimento,  Indigo,  Foreign  Paper,  Glass,  and  Painters' 
Colors,  imported  into  America,  and  e.'itend  the  powers  of  the  Admir- 
alty Courts  beyond  their  ancient  limits,  deprive  the  American  snb- 
jecta  of  Trial  by  Jury,  authorize  the  judge's  certificate  to  indemnify 
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the  prosecutor  from  damages  that  he  might  otherwise  be  liable  to 
from  a  trial  by  his  peers,  require  oppressive  security  from  a  claimant 
of  ships  or  goods  seized,  before  he  shall  be  allowed  to  defend  his  prop- 
erty, are  repealed. — And  until  that  part  of  the  act  of  the  12th  George 
III.,  ch.  24.  entitled,  **  An  Act  for  the  better  securing  his  majesty's 
Dock- Yards,  Magazines,  Ships,  Ammunition,  and  Stores,"  by  which 
any  person  charged  with  committing  any  of  the  ofifences  therein  de- 
scribed, in  America,  may  be  tried  in  any  Shire  or  County  within  the 
realm,  is  repealed — and  until  the  four  Acts  passed  in  the  last  session 
of  Parliament,  viz. :  that  for  stopping  the  Port  and  blocking  up  the 
Harbor  of  Boston — that  for  altering  the  Charter  of  government  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay — and  that  which  is  entitled  *'  An  Act  for  the  better 
Administration  of  Justice,"  etc. — and  that  for  extending  the  limits  of 
Quebec,  etc.,  are  repealed.  And  we  recommend  it  to  the  Provincial 
Conventions,  and  to  the  Committees  in  the  respective  Colonies,  to 
establish  such  farther  regulations  as  they  may  think  proper  for  carry- 
ing into  execution  this  Association. 

The  foregoing  Association  being  determined  upon  by  the  Congress, 
was  ordered  to  be  subscribed  by  the  several  members  thereof;  and 
thereupon,  we  have  hereunto  set  our  respective  names  accordingly. 

In  Congress,  Philadelphia,  October  20,  1774. 

PEYTON  RANDOLPH,  President 
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VIII.    THE  DECLARATIOK  OF  INDEPENDENCE.— 1776. 

On  May  5,  1776,  tUe  Continental  Congress  declared  that 
the  exercise  of  every  kind  of  authority  under  the  Crown  of 
Bngland  should  be  totally  suppressed.  Ou  June  7  Rich- 
ard Henry  Lee,  of  Virginia,  offered  and  John  Adams,  of 
Massachusetts,  seconded  resolutions  declaring  that  the 
United  Colonies  were,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  free  and 
independent  states;  that  they  were  absolved  from  all  alle- 
giance to  the  British  Crown,  and  that  all  pohtical  connec- 
tion between  them  and  Great  Britain  was  totally  absolved  ; 
that  it  was  expedient  forthwith  to  take  effectual  measures 
for  forming  foreign  alliances,  and  that  a  plan  of  confedera- 
tion should  be  prepared  and  transmitted  to  the  Colonies  for 
their  consideration  and  approbation.  These  resolutions 
were  discussed  June  8  and  10,  when  the  well-known 
Committee  of  five  was  appointed  to  draft  a  declaration  in 
compliance  with  the  first  resolution,  and  the  further  dis- 
cussion of  the  subject  was  postponed  to  July  i.  The  reso- 
lution was  adopted  July  2,  and  on  the  4th  of  the  same 
mouth,  the  Declaration  that  the  Committee  had  reported 
was  agreed  upon,  It  was  not  engrossed  and  signed  by  the 
members  until  August  2,  following.  See  Bancroft,  Vo/,  IV. , 
Chap.  28;  Hildretb,  Vol,  HI ,  p.  isf;  Frothingham, /.  jjp,- 
Story,  Vol.  /,,  p.  i$j:  The  American  Government,  Chap.  IV. 

THE  DECLARATION  OF  INDEPENDENCE. 

In  CosGBgss  JHLV  4,  1776. 

TTte  Uitanimous  Declaration  0/ the  Thirteen  United  States  o/Atnerica. 

When  in  the  course  of  human  events,  it  becomes  necessary  f-ir 
one  people  to  dissolve  the  political  bands  whkh  have  connected  them 
with  another,  and  to  assume  amony  the  Powers  of  the  earlii,  the 
separate  and  equal  Elation  to  which  the  Laws  of  Nature  and  of  Na- 
ture's God  entitle  them,  a  decent  respect  lo  Ihe  opinions  of  maoltind 
requires  that  they  should  declare  the  causes  which  impel  them  to  the 
separation. 

We  hold  these  truths  to  be  aelf-evident,  that  all  men  are  created 
equal,  that  they  ore  endowed  by  their  Creator  with  certain  unoliett- 
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able  lUgbta,  that  among  fhtat  are  Lite,  Liberty  and  the  porsuit  of 

Happiness.  That  to  secure  these  rights,  Govertimenls  are  ipslituted 
among  Men,  deriving  Iheir  just  powers  from  the  consent  of  the  gov- 
erned. That  whenever  any  Form  cf  Government  becomes  destruc- 
tive of  these  ends,  it  is  the  Right  of  the  pjople  to  ahar  or  to  abolish 
it,  and  to  institute  new  Government,  lajing  its  fouiulatiou  on  such 
principles  and  organizing  its  powers  in  such  form,  aslo  tliemshall 
seem  most  likely  to  effect  their  Safety  and  Hippincss.  Prudence,  in- 
deed, will  dictate  that  Governments  long  established  should  not  be 
changed  for  light  and  transcient  causes ;  and  accordingly  jiII  experi- 
ence hath  showu,  that  mankind  are  more  disposed  to  suffer,  while 
eviis  are  sufferable,  than  to  right  themselves  by  abolishing  the  forms 
to  which  they  are  accustomed.  But  when  a  long  train  of  abuses  and 
usurpations,  pursuing  invariably  the  same  Object,  evinces  a  design  to 
reduce  them  under  absolute  despotism,  it  is  their  right,  it  is  their 
duly,  to  throw  off  such  Government,  and  to  provide  new  Guards  for 
their  future  security.— Smh  has  been  the  patient  sufferance  of  these 
Colonies ;  and  such  is  now  the  necessity  which  constrains  them  to 
altar  their  former  Systems  of  GovernmenL  The  history  of  the  pres- 
ent King  of  Great  Britain  is  a  history  of  repealed  injuries  and  usur- 
pations, all  having  in  direct  object  the  establishment  of  an  absolute 
Tyranny  over  these  States.  To  prove  this,  let  Facts  be  submitted  to 
a  candid  world. 

He  has  refused  his  Assent  to  Laws,  the  most  wholesome  and 
necessary  for  the  public  good. 

He  has  forbidden  his  Governors  to  pass  Laws  of  immediate  and 
pressing  importance,  unless  Euspeuded  in  their  operation  till  his 
Assent  should  be  obtained  ;  and  when  so  suspended,  he  has  utterly 
neglected  to  attend  to  them. 

He  has  refused  to  pass  other  laws  for  the  accommodation  of  large 
districts  of  people,  unless  those  people  would  relinquish  the  right  of 
Representation  in  the  Legislature,  a  right  inestimable  to  them  and 
formidable  to  tyrants  only. 

He  has  called  together  legislative  bodies  at  places  unusual,  un- 
comfortable, and  distant  from  the  depository  of  their  Public  Records, 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  fatiguing  them  into  compliance  with  his 


He  has  dissolved  Representative  Houses  repeatedly,  for  opposing 
with  manly  firmness  his  invasions  on  the  rights  of  the  people. 

He  has  refused  for  a  long  time,  after  such  dissolutions,  to  cause 
others  to  be  elected ;  whereby  the  Legislative  Powers,  incapable  of 
Annihilation,  have  returned  to  the  People  at  large  for  their  exercise; 
the  Stale  remainiug  in  the  meantime  exposed  to  all  the  dangers  of 
n  from  vitbout,  and  convulaions  within. 
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He  baa  endeaTored  to  prevent  Ibe  population  of  these  States  ;  fo< 
that  purpose  obatructiug  the  Laws  for  Naturalization  of  Foreigners; 
refusing  to  pass  others  to  encourage  their  migration  hither,  and  rais- 
iug  the  conditions  of  new  Appropriations  of  Lands. 

He  has  obstructed  the  Administration  of  Justice,  by  refusing  bis 
Assent  to  Liws  for  establishiug  Judiciary  Powers. 

He  has  made  Judges  dependent  on  bis  Will  alone,  for  tbe  tenure 
of  their  ofGces,  and  the  amount  and  payment  of  their  salaries. 

He  has  erected  a  multitude  of  New  Offices,  and  sent  hithej 
swarms  of  Officers  lo  harrass  our  People,  and  eat  out  their  substance. 

He  hasSttpt  among  us,  in  times  of  peace,  Standing  Armies  witb 
out  the  Consent  of  our  legislature. 

He  has  affected  to  render  the  Military  indepeadent  of  and  supe- 
rior to  the  Civil  Power. 

He  has  comblued  witb  others  to  subject  us  to  a  jurisdiction  for- 
eign to  our  constitutiou,  aud  unacknowledged  by  our  laws  ;  giving 
bis  assent  to  their  Acts  of  pretended  LeglF^latiou  : 

For  quartering  large  bodies  of  armed  troops  among  ns  : 

For  Protecting  them,  by  a  mock  Trial,  from  Punishment  for  any 
murders  which  they  should  commit  on  the  inhabitants  of  these 
States  : 

For  cutting  off  our  Trade  with  all  parts  of  the  world  ; 

For  imposing  tuxes  on  us  without  our  consent : 

For  depriving  us  in  many  cases,  of  the  benefits  of  Trial  by  Jury  ; 

For  transporting  us  beyond  Seas  to  be  tried  for  pretended  offenses: 

For  abolishing  the  free  System  of  English  Laws  in  a  neighboring 
province,  establishing  therein  an  Arbitrary  government,  and  enlarg- 
ing its  Boundaries  so  as  to  render  it  at  once  an  example  and  fit  in- 
Btrunient  for  introducing  the  same  absolute  rule  into  these  Colonies : 

For  taking  away  our  Charters,  abolishing  our  most  valuable  Laws, 
and  altering  fundamentally  the  Forms  of  our  Goverutnents : 

For  suspending  our  own  Legislatures,  and  declaring  themselves 
invested  with  power  to  legislate  for  us  in  all  cases  whatsoever. 

He  has  abdicated  Government  here,  by  declaring  ns  out  of  his 
Protection  and  waging  War  against  ns. 

He  has  plundered  our  Seas,  ravaged  our  Coasts,  burnt  onr  towns 
and  destroyed  the  lives  of  our  people. 

Me  is  at  this  time  transporting  large  armies  of  foreign  mercenaricH 
to  complete  the  works  of  death,  desolation,  and  tyranny,  already  be- 
ircumstances  of  Cruelty,  and  perfidy  scarcely  paralleled  in 
the  most  barbarous  ages,  and  totally  unworthy  the  Head  of  a  civilized 

He  has  constrained  our  fellow  Cititens  taken  Captive  on  the  Ingli 
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Seas  to  bear  Arms  against  their  Country,  to  become  the  execntlotieTS 
of  their  friends  and  Brethren,  or  lo  fall  themselves  by  their  Hauds. 

He  has  excited  domestic  insurrections  amongst  us,  and  has  e 
deavored  lo  bring  on  the  inhabitants  of  our  frontiers,  the  merciless 
Indian  Savages,  whose  known  rule  of  warfare  is  an  undistinguished 
destruction  of  all  ages,  sexes  and  conditions. 

In  every  stage  of  these  Oppressions  We  have  Petitioned  for  Re- 
dress iu  the  most  humble  terms :  Our  repealed  Pttitions  have  been 
answered  only  by  repeated  injury.  A  Priuce,  whose  character  is  thus 
marked  by  every  act  which  may  define  a  tyrant,  is  unfit  to  be  tile 
ruler  of  a  free  People. 

Nor  have  We  been  wanting  in  attention  to  our  British  brethren. 
We  have  warned  them  from  time  to  lime  of  attempts  by  their  legis- 
lature to  extend  an  unwarrantable  jurisdiction  over  us.  We  have  re- 
minded them  of  the  circumstances  of  our  emigration  and  settlement 
here.  We  have  appealed  to  their  native  justice  and  magnanimity, 
and  we  have  conjured  them  by  the  ties  of  our  common  kindred  to 
disavow  these  usurpations,  which,  would  inevitably  interrupt  our  con- 
nections and  correspondence.  They  too  have  been  deaf  to  the  voice 
of  justice  and  of  consanguinity.  We  must,  therefore,  acquiesce  in 
the  necessity  which  denounces  our  Separation,  and  hold  them,  as  we 
hold  the  rest  of  mankind,  Enemies  iu  War,  in  Peace  Friends. 

We,  therefore,  the  representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
in  General  Congress,  Assembled,  appealing  to  the  Supreme  Judge  of 
the  world  for  the  rectitude  of  our  intentions,  do,  in  the  Name,  and  by 
Authority  of  the  good  People  of  these  Colonies,  solemnly  publish 
and  declare,  That  these  United  Colonies  are,  and  of  Right  ought  to  be 
Free  and  Independent  States ;  that  they  are  Absolved  from  all  Alle- 
giance to  the  British  Crown,  and  that  all  political  connection  between 
them  and  the  State  of  Great  Britain,  is  and  ought  to  be  totally  dis- 
solved ;  and  that  as  Free  and  Independent  States,  they  have  full 
power  to  levy  War,  conclude  Peace,  contract  Alliances,  establish 
Commerce,  and  to  do  all  other  Acts  and  Things  which  Independent 
States  may  of  right  do.  And  for  the  support  of  this  Declaration, 
with  a  firm  reliance  on  the  Protection  of  Divine  Providence,  we  mu- 
tually pledge  to  each  other  our  Lives,  our  Portnnea  and  our  sacred 

[Signed  by  John  Hancock  and  fifty-seven 
senting  all  the  States.] 
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IX.  ARTICLES  OP  CONFEDERATION.— 1777. 
An  outline  historical  sketch  of  these  articles  is  given  in 
Chapters  V.  and  V/.  of  this  work,  See  bibliographies  pre- 
fixed to  those  chapters.  The  articles  were  agreed  upon  by 
Congress  November  15,  1777,  and  were  ratified  by  Massa- 
chusetts, Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  York,  Pennsyl- 
,  Virginia,  and  South  Carolina,  July  g,  1778;  by 
North  Carolina,  July  21,  1778;  by  Georgia,  July  24,  1778; 
by  New  Jersey,  November  26,  1778;  by  Delaware,  February 
22,  1779;  by  Maryland,  March  i,  1781,  The  ratifications 
were  given  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  States  in  Con- 
gress, under  instructions  given  them  by  the  State  Legisla- 
tures. 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  comet  ^t  the  undersigned  Dele~ 
gates  of  the  States  affixed  to  our  names,  send  greeting. 
WhersaS  the  Delegates  of  Ihe  United  States  of  America  in  Con- 
gress assembled  did  on  Ihe  fifteenth  day  of  Noveml>er  io  the  Vear  of 
oar  Lord  One  Tbousand  Seven  Hundred  and  Seventy- seven,  and  in 
the  Second  Year  of  the  Independence  of  America  agiee  to  certain 
articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  Union  between  the  Slates  of 
New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts  Bay,  Rhode  Island  and  Providence 
Plautatioiia,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylyauia, 
Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia.  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia,  in  the  Words  following,  viz.: 

"  Articles  of  Confederation  and  perpetual  Union  between  the  States 
of  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts-bay,  Rhode  Island  and  Provi- 
dence Plantations,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsyl- 
vania, Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South 
Carolina  and  Georgia." 

IAriicU  /.—The  style  of  this  Confederacy  shall  be,  *'  The  United 
tea  of  America." 
Article  II. — Each  State  retains  its  sovereignty,  freedom  and  inde- 
pendence, and  every  power,  juijadlction  and  right,  which  is  not  by 
this  confederation  expressly  delegated  to  the  United  States,  in  Con- 
gress assembled. 
Article  III. — The  said  States  hereby  severally  enter  into  a  firm 
league  of  friendship  with  each  other,  for  their  common  defence,  the 
security  of  their  liberties,  and  their  mutual  and  general  welfare, 
binding  themselves  to  assist  each  other,  against  all  force  offered  to. 
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or  attBCfca  made  upon  tbem,  or  any  of  them,  on  account  of  religion, 
sovereignty,  trade,  or  any  other  pretence  whatever. 

Article  /K— The  better  to  secure  and  perpetuate  mutual  friend- 
ship and  intercourse  among  the  people  of  the  different  Stales  in  this 
Union,  ihe  free  inhahitauts  of  each  of  these  States,  paupers,  vaga- 
bonds and  fugitives  from  justice  excepted,  shall  be  entitled  to  all 
privileges  and  immuniiies  of  free  citizens  in  the  several  States  ;  and 
the  people  of  each  State  shall  have  free  ingress  and  regress  to  and 
from  any  other  State,  and  shall  enjoy  therein  all  the  priviltges  oi 
trade  and  commerce,  subject  to  the  same  duties,  impositions  and  re- 
is  the  inhabitants  thereof  respectively,  provided  that  such 
i  shall  not  eitend  so  far  as  to  prevent  the  removal  of 
property  imported  into  any  State,  to  any  other  State  of  which  the 
owner  is  an  inhabitant;  provided  also  that  no  imposition,  duties  or 
restriction  shall  be  laid  by  any  State,  on  the  property  of  the  United 
Stales,  or  either  of  them. 

If  any  person  guilty  of,  or  charged  with  treason,  felony,  or  other 
high  niisdemeanor  in  any  State,  shall  flee  from  justice,  and  be  found 
in  any  of  the  United  States,  he  shall  upon  demand  of  the  Governor 
or  Executive  power  of  the  State  from  which  he  fled,  be  delivered  up 
and  removed  to  the  State  having  jurisdiction  of  his  offense. 

Full  faith  and  credit  shall  be  given  in  each  of  these  States  to  the 
records,  acts,  and  judicial  proceedings  of  the  courts  and  magistrates 
of  every  other  State. 

At  tide  V. — For  the  more  convenient  management  of  the  general 
interests  of  the  United  States,  delegates  shall  be  annually  appointed 
in  such  manner  as  the  Legislature  of  each  Stale  shall  direct,  to  meet 
in  Congress  on  the  Grst  Monday  in  November,  in  every  year,  with  a 
power  reserved  to  each  State,  to  recall  its  delegates,  or  any  of  them, 
at  any  time  within  the  year,  and  to  send  others  in  their  stead,  for  the 
remainder  of  the  year. 

No  State  shall  be  represented  in  Congress  by  less  than  two,  nor 
by  more  than  seven  members ;  and  uo  person  shall  be  capal)]e  of 
being  a  delegate  for  more  than  three  years  in  any  term  of  six  years  ; 
nor  shall  any  person,  being  a  delegate,  be  capable  of  holding  any 
office  under  the  United  States,  for  which  he,  or  another  for  his  bene- 
fit receives  anysalary,  fees  or  emolument  of  any  kind. 

Each  State  shall  mainiain  its  own  delegates  in  a  meeting  of  the 
States,  and  while  they  act  as  members  of  Ibe  committee  of  the  States, 

Tn  determining  questions  in  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assem- 
bled, each  State  sliall  have  one  vote. 

Freedom  of  speech  and  dehale  in  Congress  shall  not  be  impeached 
or  questioned  in  any  court,  or  place  out  of  Congress,  and  the  mem- 
berB  of  Congress  shall  be  protected  in  their  persons  from  arrests  and 
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[n  prison  in  en  t9,  during  llie  time  of  their  going  to  and  from,  and 
tlendance  on  Congress,  except  for  treason,  felony,  or  breach  of  the 

Article  V/.—No  Stale  vrithont  the  consent  of  the  United  States  in 
Congress  astern  tiled,  shall  send  any  emliassy  to,  or  receive  any  em- 
bassy from,  or  enter  into  any  conference,  agreement,  alliance  or 
treaty  wilh  auy  king,  prince  or  Stale;  nor  shall  any  person  holding 
any  office  of  profit  or  trust  under  the  United  States,  or  auy  of  them, 
accept  of  any  present,  emolumeut,  office  or  title  of  any  kind  whatever 
from  any  king,  priuce  or  foreign  State  ;  nor  shall  the  United  States 
iu  Congress  assembled,  or  auy  of  them,  grant  any  title  of  nobility. 

No  two  or  more  States  shall  enter  into  any  treaty,  confederation 
or  alliance  whatever  between  them,  without  the  consent  of  ihe 
Uniled  States  in  Congress  assembled,  specifying  accurately  the  pur- 
poses for  which  the  same  is  to  be  entered  into,  and  how  long  it  shall 

tlo  State  shall  lay  any  imposts  or  duties,  which  may  interfere  with 
any  stipulations  iu  treaties,  entered  into  by  the  United  S:a'.ea  in  Con- 
gress assembled,  with  any  king,  prince  or  State,  in  pursuance  of  any 
treaties  already  proposed  by  Congress,  to  the  courts  of  France  and 
Spain. 

No  vessels  of  war  shall  be  kept  up  in  time  of  peace  by  any  State, 
except  such  number  only,  as  shall  be  deemed  necessary  by  the  United 
States  iu  Congress  assembled,  for  the  defence  of  su(h  Slate,  or  its 
trade  ;  nor  shall  any  body  of  forces  be  kept  up  by  auy  State,  in  time 
of  peace,  except  such  number  only,  ssin  the  judgment  of  the  United 
States,  in  Congress  assembled,  shall  be  deemed  requisite  to  garrison 
the  forts  necessary  for  the  defence  of  such  Stale  ;  but  every  State 
shall  always  keep  up  a  well  regulated  and  disciplined  militia,  snffi- 
cieutly  armed  aud  accoutred,  and  shall  provide  end  constantly  have 
ready  for  ur e,  in  public  stores,  a  due  number  of  field  pieces  aud  tents, 
and  a  proper  quantity  of  arms,  ammunition  aud  camp  equipage. 

No  Stale  shall  engage  in  any  war  without  the  consent  of  the 
Uniled  States  in  Congress  assembled,  uuless  such  Stale  be  actually 
iovadid  by  enemies,  or  shall  have  received  certain  advice  of  a  resolu- 
tion being  formed  by  some  nation  of  Indians  to  invade  such  State, 
and  the  d-iuger  is  so  immiuent  as  not  to  admit  of  a  delay,  till  the 
United  States  in  Congress  as'sembled  can  be  consulted;  npr  shall  any 
Stale  grant  commissions  to  any  ships  or  vessels  of  war,  nor  letters  of 
marque  or  reprisal,  exrept  it  he  after  a  declaration  of  war  by  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  and  then  on!y  against  the  king- 
dom or  State  and  the  subjects  thereof,  against  which  war  lias  been  ao 
declared,  and  under  such  regulations  as  shall  he  estahTished  by  the 
United  Stales  in  Congress  assembled,  unless  such  State  be  infested 
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by  pirates,  in  which  case  vessels  of  war  may  be  fitted  out  for  that 
occasion,  and  kept  so  long  as  the  danger  shall  coutiiiue,  or  until  the 
United  Slates  iu  Congress  assembled  shall  determine  otLerwisc. 

Article  f'//.— When  land  forces  are  raised  by  any  State  for  the 
common  defence,  all  officers  of  or  under  the  rank  of  colonel,  shall 
be  appointed  by  the  Legislature  of  each  State  respectively  by 
such  forces  shall  he  raised,  or  in  such  manner  as  such  State  shall  di- 
rect, and  all  vacancies  shall  be  filled  up  by  the  State  which  first 
made  the  appointment. 

Article  VIII. — All  charges  of  war,  and  all  other  eipenses  that 
shall  be  incurred  for  the  common  defense  or  general  welfare,  a ud 
allowed  by  the  United  States  iu  Congress  assembled,  shall  be  defrayed 
out  of  a  common  treasury,  which  sEiall  be  supplied  by  the  several 
States,  in  proportion  to  the  value  of  all  land  within  each  State,  granted 
to  or  surveyed  for  any  person,  as  such  land  and  the  buildings  and 
improvements  thereon  shall  be  estimated  according  to  i^ucb  mode  as 
the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  shall  from  time  to  time 
direct  and  appoint. 

The  taxes  for  paying  that  proportion  shal!  \x  laid  and  levied 
by  the  authority  Bud  direction  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  several 
States  within  the  time  agreed  upon  by  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled. 

^<-;Wif/X— The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  shall  have 
the  sole  and  exclusive  right  and  power  of  determining  on  peace  and 
war,  except  in  the  cases  mentioned  iu  the  sixth  article — of  sending 
aud  receiving  ambassadors — entering  into  treaties  and  alliances,  pro- 
vided that  no  treaty  of  commerce  shall  be  made  whereby  the  Legis- 
lative power  of  the  respective  States  shall  be  restrained  from  impos- 
ing such  imposts  and  duties  on  foreigners,  as  their  own  people  are 
subjected  to,  or  from  prohibiting  the  exportation  or  importation  of 
any  species  of  goods  or  commodities  whatsoever — of  establishing 
rules  for  deciding  in  all  cases,  what  captures  on  land  or  water  shall 
be  legal,  and  in  what  manner  prizes  taken  by  laud  or  naval  forces 
in  the  service  of  the  Uuitcd  States  shall  be  divided  or  appropriated — 
of  granting  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  in  times  of  peace — ap- 
pointing courts  for  the  trial  of  plracieB  aud  felonies  committed  on 
the  high  seas  and  establishing  courts  for  receiving  and  determining 
finally  appeals  in  all  c:tses  at  captures,  provided  that  no  member  of 
Congress  shall  be  appointed  a  judge  of  any  of  the  said  coults. 

The  United  States  in  Congress  assemh'ed  shall  also  be  the  last 
resort  on  appeal  in  all  disputes  aud  differences  now  subsisting  or 
that  hereafter  may  arise  between  two  or  more  States  concerning 
boundary,  jurisdiction  or  any  other  cause  whatever;  which  author- 
ity shall  always  be  exercised  in  the  manner  following :   Whencvc 
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the  legislative  or  eiecutivc  eathority  or  lawful  agent  of  any  State 

in  controversy  witU  another  shall  present  a  petiiiun  to  Congress, 
staling  the  matter  in  question  and  praying  for  a  hearing,  notice 
thereof  shall  be  given  by  order  of  Congress  to  llie  leyialative  or  ex- 
ecutive authority  of  the  other  State  in  controversy,  and  a  djy  assigned 
for  the  appearance  of  the  parties  by  their  lawful  agents,  who  shall 
then  be  directed  to  appoint  byjoiiit  consent,  commissioners  or  judges 
tococBtitutc  acou-t  for  hearing  and  determiuiug  the  matler  in  ques- 
tion: hut  if  Ihry  cannot  agree,  Congress  shall  name  three  persous 
out  of  each  of  tlie  United  States,  and  from  the  ll&t  of  such  persons 
each  party  sball  alternately  strike  out  oae,  the  petitioners  b::gi3niii];, 
until  the  number  shall  be  reduced  to  tliirteen  ;  and  from  that  num- 
ber not  less  than  seven,  nor  more  thaa  uine  names  as  Congress  shall 
direct,  sball  in  the  presence  of  Cougreas  be  drawn  out  by  lot,  and 
the  persons  whose  names  shall  be  so  drawa  or  any  five  of  them, 
shall  be  commissioners  or  judges,  to  hearaud  finally  determine  the 
controversy,  so  always  as  a  major  part  of  the  judges  who  shall  hear 
the  cause  shall  agree  in  the  determination  ;  and  if  either  party  shall 
negkct  to  attend  at  the  day  appointed,  without  showing  reasons, 
which  Congress  shall  judge  sufficient,  or  being  present  shall  refuse 
to  strike,  the  Congress  sball  proceed  to  nominate  three  persons  out 
of  each  Stale,  ai;d  the  Secretary  of  Congress  shall  strike  in  behalf 
of  such  party  absent  or  refusing;  and  the  judgment  and  sentence 
of  the  court  to  be  appointed,  iu  the  manner  before  prescribed,  shall 
befiual  and  conclusive  j  and  if  any  of  the  parties  shall  refuse  lo  sub- 
mit to  the  autbority  of  such  court,  or  to  appear  or  defend  Ibeir  claim 
or  cause,  the  court  shall  nevertheless  proceed  to  pronounce  sentence, 
or  judgment,  which  shall  in  like  manner  be  final  and  decisive,  the 
judgment  or  sentence  and  other  proceedings  being  in  either  case 
transmitted  to  Congress,  and  lodged  among  the  acta  of  Congress  for 
the  security  of  the  parties  concerned  :  provided  that  every  couimis- 
sioner,  befare  he  sits  iu  judgment,  shall  talie  an  oath  to  be  admin- 
istered by  one  of  the  judges  of  tlie  supreme  or  superior  court  of 
the  State  where  the  cause  shall  be  tried,  "  well  and  truly  to  hear  and 
determine  the  matter  in  question,  according  to  the  best  of  his  judg- 
without  favor,  affection  or  hope  of  reward  "  :  provided  also 
that  no  Stale  shall  be  deprived  of  territory  for  the  benefit  of  the 
United  States. 

All  controversies  concerning  the  private  right  of  soil  claimed 
under  different  grants  of  two  or  more  States,  whose  jurisdictiou  as 
they  may  re5perl  such  lands,  aod  the  Sates  which  passed  such  grants 
are  adjusted,  the  said  grants  or  either  of  them  being  at  the  same  time 
claimed  to  have  originated  antecedents  to  such  settlement  of  jnris- 
dictioD,  shall  on  the  petition  of  either  party  to  the  Congress  of  the 
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United  Statea,  be  finally  determined  as  near  as  may  be  in  the  same 
manner  as  is  before  prescribed  for  decidiog  disputes  respecting  terri' 
torialjurisdiction  between  different  States, 

Ttie  Uiiiied  States  in  Congress  assembled  sball  also  bave  tbe  sole 
and  exclnsive  right  and  power  of  regulating  the  alloy  and  value  of 
coin  struck  by  tlieir  own  authority,  or  by  that  of  the  respective 
States, — fixing  the  standard  of  weights  and  measures  throughout  tbe 
United  Stales— regulating  the  trade  and  mauagiug  all  affairs  with 
the  Tudians,  not  members  of  any  of  the  Stales,  provided  that  the 
legislative  right  of  any  Stale  wilbin  its  own  limits  be  not  infringed  or 
violated — establishing  and  regulating  post-oflices  from  one  Slate  to 
another,  throughout  ail  the  United  States,  and  exacting  sucb  postage 
on  the  papers  passing  through  the  same  as  may  be  requisite  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  the  said  office — appointing  all  officers  of  the  land 
forces,  in  the  service  of  tbe  Uniled  Slates,  excepting  tegimenlal  offi- 
cers—appointing all  tlie  officers  of  the  naval  forces,  and  commission- 
ing all  officers  whatever  in  the  service  of  the  United  Slates^making 
rules  for  tbe  government  and  regulatiou  of  the  said  laud  and  naval 
forces,  and  directing  their  operations. 

The  United  Slates  in  Congress  assembled  shall  have  authority  to 
appoint  a  committee,  to  sit  ia  the  recess  of  Congress,  to  be  denom- 
inated "a  Committee  of  tbe  States,"  and  to  consist  of  one  delegate 
from  each  SLale;  and  to  appoint  such  other  committees  and  civil  offi- 
cers as  maybe  necessary  for  managing  the  general  affairs  of  the 
United  States  under  their  direction — to  appoint  one  of  their  number 
to  preside,  provided  that  no  person  be  allowed  to  serve  in  the  office 
of  president  more  than  one  year  in  any  term  of  three  3-ear3 ;  to  ascer- 
tain the  necessary  sums  of  money  to  be  raised  for  tbe  service  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  appropriate  and  apply  the  same  for  defraying 
tbe  public  expenses — to  borrow  money,  or  emit  bills  on  the  credit  of 
the  United  States,  tran5milting  every  half  jear  to  the  respective 
States  an  account  of  the  sums  of  money  so  borrowed  or  emitted — to 
build  and  equip  a  navy — to  agree  upon  the  number  of  land  forces, 
and  to  make  requisitions  from  each  State  for  Its  quota,  in  proportion 
to  the  number  of  white  inhabitants  in  such  State  ;  which  requisition 
shall  be  binding,  and  thereupon  the  Legislature  of  each  Stale  shall 
appoint  the  regimental  officers,  raise  tbe  men  and  cloalh,  arm  and 
equip  ihem  ij  a  eoidier-like  manner,  at  the  expense  of  Ibe  Uniti 
States ;  and  the  officers  and  men  so  cloatbed,  armed  and  eqnippi 
shall  march  to  the  place  appointed,  and  within  the  time  agreed 
by  the  United  States  in  Congress  as-^embled;  butiflhe  Uniled 
in  Congress  assembled  shall,  on  consideration  of  cirnii 
proper  that  any  State  should  not  raise  men,  " 
number  than  its  quota,  and  that  any  otl 
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greater  nuinber  of  men  tliaii  ths  quota  thereof,  such  extra  number 
shall  be  raised,  officered.  clOHlbed,  anued,  and  equipped  in  tbe  same 
manuer  as  the  quota  of  such  State,  unless  the  legislature  of  such 
State  shall  judge  (hat  such  eslra  ouaiber  caiiuot  be  safely  spared  out 
of  the  same,  in  whicti  case  ihey  shall  raise,  officer,  cloath,  arm  and 
equip  as  many  of  such  eitra  number  as  they  judge  can  be  safely 
spared.  And  the  officers  aud  men  so  cloalhed,  armed  and  equipped, 
shall  march  to  the  place  appointed,  and  within  the  lime  agreed  on  by 
the  United  States  in  Cougress  assembled. 

The  United  States  in  Cougress  assembled  shall  never  engage  in  a 
war,  nor  grant  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  in  time  of  peace,  nor 
enter  into  any  treaties  or  alliances,  nor  coin  money,  nor  regulate 
the  value  thereof,  nor  ascertain  the  sums  and  expenses  necessary  Tor 
the  defense  and  weirare  of  the  Uoittd  States,  or  any  of  them,  nor 
emit  bills,  nor  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  the  Uuited  Stales,  nor 
appropriate  money,  nor  agree  upon  the  number  of  vessels  of  war,  to 
be  built  or  purchased,  or  the  niamber  of  land  or  sea  forces  to  be 
raised,  nor  appoint  a  commauder-in-cbief  of  thearmy  or  navy,  unless 
nine  states  assent  to  the  same ;  nor  shall  a  qtieslion  on  any  other 
point,  except  for  adjourning  from  day  to  day  he  determined,  unless 
by  the  votes  of  a  majority  of  the  United  Slates  in  Congress 
assembled. 

The  Congress  of  the  United  States  ahall  have  power  to  adjourn 
to  any  time  within  the  year,  and  to  auy  place  within  the  United 
States,  so  that  no  period  of  adjournment  be  for  a  longer  duration 
than  the  space  of  six  months,  and  shall  publish  tlie  journal  of  their 
proceedings  monthly,  except  such  parts  thereof  relating  to  treaties, 
alliances  or  military  operations,  as  in  their  judgment  require  secrecy  ; 
and  the  yeas  and  nays  of  the  delegates  of  each  State  on  any  qtiestion 
shall  be  entered  on  the  journal,  when  it  is  desired  by  any  delegate  ; 
and  the  delegates  of  a  State,  or  any  of  them,  at  his  or  their  request 
shall  be  furnished  wilh  a  transcript  of  the  said  Journal,  except  such 
parts  as  are  above  excepted,  to  lay  before  the  Legislatures  of  the 
several  Slates. 

Article  Jf.— The  committee  of  the  States,  or  any  nine  of  them, 
shall  be  authorized  to  execute,  in  the  recess  of  Congress,  such  of  the 
powers  of  Congress  as  the  Uuitetl  States  in  Congress  assembltd,  by 
the  consent  of  nine  States,  shall  from  time  to  time  think  expedient  to 
vest  them  with  ;  provided  that  no  power  be  delegated  to  the  said 
committee  for  the  exercise  of  which  by  the  articles  of  confederation. 
States,  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
assembled  is  requisite. 

Article  Xf. — Canada  acceding  to  this  con  federation ,  and  joining 
of  the  United  States,  shall  be  admitted  into,  and  ei)> 
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titled  to  all  the  advantages  of  this  Union  ;  but  no  other  colony  shall 
be  admitted  into  the  same,  unless  such  admission  be  agreed  to  by 
nine  States. 

Article  XII. — All  bills  of  credit  emitted,  monies  borrowed  and 
debts  contracted  by,  or  under  the  authority  of  Congress,  before  the 
assembling  of  the  United  States,  in  pursuance  of  the  present  confed- 
eration, shall  be  deemed  and  considered  as  a  charge  against  the 
United  States,  for  payment  and  satisfaction  whereof  the  said  United 
States,  and  the  public  faith  are  hereby  solemnly  pledged. 

Article  AT///.— Every  State  shall  abide  by  the  determinations  of 
the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  on  all  questions  which  by 
this  confederation  are  submitted  to  them.  And  the  articles  of  this 
confederation  shall  be  inviolably  observed  by  every  State,  and  the 
Union  shall  be  perpetual ;  nor  shall  any  alteration  at  any  time  here- 
after be  made  in  any  of  them  ;  unless  such  alteration  be  agreed  to  in 
a  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  be  afterwards  confirmed  by  the 
Legislatures  of  every  State. 

And  whereas  it  has  pleased  the  Great  Governor  of  the  world  to 
incline  the  hearts  of  the  Legislatures  we  respectively  represent  in 
Congress,  to  approve  of,  and  to  authorize  us  to  ratify  the  said  articles 
of  confederation  and  perpetual  union.  Know  ye  that  we,  the  under- 
signed delegates,  by  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority  to  us  given  for 
that  purpose,  do  by  these  presents,  iu  the  name  and  in  behalf  of  our 
respective  constituents,  fu'.ly  and  entirely  ratify  and  confirm  each 
and  every  of  the  said  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union, 
and  all  and  singular  the  matters  and  things  therein  contained  :  and 
we  do  further  solemnly  plight  and  engage  the  faith  of  our  respective 
constituents,  that  they  shall  abide  by  the  determinations  of  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  on  all  questions,  which  by  the 
said  confederation  are  submitted  to  them.  And  that  the  articles 
thereof  shall  be  inviolably  observed  by  the  States  we  respectively  rep- 
resent, and  that  the  Union  shall  be  perpetual. 


^^^^^  • 
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CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 
OF  AMERICA, 

Pot  the  history  of  the  framing  and  ratification  of  the 
Constitution,  with  bibliographies,  see  Chapters  VII. -X.  in- 
clusive, of  this  work.  The  figures  marking  the  clauses  of 
the  several  sections  are  not  found  in  the  original. 

CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES.— 1787. 

We  THK  People  of  tlie  United  States,  in  order  to  form  a  more  per- 
fect Union,  establiili  Justice,  insure  domestic Tiauquillity,  proTide 
for  the  common  defense,  promote  llie  general  Weirare,  and  secnre 
Ihe  Bkssings  of  Liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  Posterity,  do  ordain 
and  establish  this  Constitution  for  ibe  United  States  of  America. 

ARTICLE  I. 
Section  I, 
I.     All  legislative  Powersherein  granted  shall  he  vested  in  a  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  whicU  shall  consist  of  a  Senate  and  House 
of  RepresentaUves. 

Section  II. 

1.  The  House  of  Representatives  shall  be  composed  of  Uemben 
chosen  every  second  Year  by  the  People  of  the  several  States,  and 
the  Electors  in  each  Stale  sha;l  have  Ihe  Qualifications  requisite  for 
Electors  of  the  most  numerous  Branch  of  llie  Stale  Legislatnre 

2.  No  Person  shall  be  a  Representaiive  who  shall  not  have  at- 
tained to  the  Age  of  twenty-five  Ytars,  and  been  seven  Years  a  Citi- 
zen of  the  United  States,  and  who  shall  cot,  when  elected,  be  an 
Inhabitant  of  that  S;ate  in  which  he  shall  be  chosen. 

3.  Represeiiiatives  and  direct  Taxes  shall  be  apportioned  among 
the  several  Slates  which  may  be  included  wiihin  this  Union,  accord- 
iug  to  their  respective  Numbers,  which  shall  be  determined  by  add- 
ing to  the  whole  Number  of  Free  persons,  including  those  bound  to 
Service  for  a  Term  of  Years,  and  escludiug  Indians  not  taied,  three- 
fifths  of  all  other  Persons.  The  actual  Enumeration  shall  be  made 
within  three  Years  atler  the  first  Meeting  of  the  Congress  of  the 
Uniled  States,  and  within  every  subsequent  Term  of  Ten  Years,  in 
snch  Manner  as  they  shall  by  Law  diiect.  The  Number  of  Repre- 
sentatives shall  not  exceed  one  for  every  Thirty  Tliousand,  but  edch 
State  shall  have  at  Least  one  Representative ;  and  until  such  ena- 
meration  shall  be  made,  the  State  of  Newhaupshire  shall  be  entitled 
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to  cbuM  tbree  ;  Massacbuaette  eight,  Rbode  Islanil  anil  Providence 
PlanlaiioiiB  one,  Couuecticut  five,  New  York,  six,  New  Jersey  four, 
FeuuS)  Ivauia  eighL,  Delaware  one,  MarylaiiU  six,  Virgiuia  tea.  North 
Carulica  five,  South  Carolina  five,  and  Georgia  three. 

4.  When  vacancies  bappen  in  the  Ri presentation  from  any  State, 
the  Executive  Authoiity  thereof  iball  iuue  Writs  of  Bkcliou  to  fill 
such  Vacancies. 

5.  The  House  of  RepreseDtB lives  shall  chooEe  their  Speaker  aocl 
other  officers ;  and  shall  have  the  ■ole  Power  of  Impeachment. 

Seclion  ///. 

1.  The  Senate  of  the  United  States  shall  be  composed  of  two 
Senators  from  each  State,  chosEtibytbe  Legislature  thereof,  for  six 
Years  ;  and  each  Senator  shall  have  one  Vote. 

2.  Immediately  after  they  shall  be  assembled  in  Consequence  of 
the  first  Election,  they  shall  be  divided  a^  equally  as  maybe  Into 
three  Classes.  The  scats  of  the  Senators  of  tlie  first  Class  shall  be 
vacated  at  the  Expiration  of  the  second  Year,  of  the  second  Class  at 
(he  Expiration  of  the  fourth  Year,  and  of  the  third  Class  at  the  Ex- 
piration of  the  sixth  Year,  so  that  one-third  may  be  chosen  every 
second  Year ;  and  if  Vacauciea  happen  by  Resignation,  or  otherwiire, 
dur'ng  the  Recess  of  the  Legislature  of  any  State,  the  Eierutive 
thereof  m^y  make  temporary  Appnintmeuts  until  the  next  Meiitiug 
of  the  Legislature,  which  shall  then  fill  such  Vacancies. 

3.  No  Person  shall  be  a  Senator  who  shall  not  have  attained  to 
the  Age  of  thirty  Years,  and  been  nine  Years  a  Citizen  of  the 
United  States,  and  who  sliall  not,  when  elected,  be  an  InhabiCaut  of 
that  State  for  which  he  shall  be  chos<n. 

4.  The  Vice-President  of  the  United  States  shall  be  President 
of  the  Senate,  but  shall  have  no  Vote,  unless  they  be  equally  divided. 

5.  The  Senate  shall  chuse  their  other  Officers,  aud  also  a  Presi' 
dent  protempore,  in  the  Absence  of  the  Vice  President,  or  when  he 
shall  exercise  the  Office  of  President  of  the  United  States. 

6.  The  Senate  shall  have  the  sole  Power  to  try  all  Impcacli- 
ments,  When  sitting  for  that  Purpose,  they  shall  be  on  Oath  or 
Affirmation.  When  the  PresideDt  of  the  United  States,  is  tried,  the 
Chief  Justice  shall  preside  :  and  110  Person  shall  be  convicted  with- 
out the  Concurrence  of  two  thirds  of  the  Members  present. 

7.  Judgment  in  Cases  of  Inipeaclimpnt  shall  not  extend  further 
than  to  removal  from  Office  and  diFqitalification  to  hold  and  enjoy 
any  office  of  honor,  Trust  or  Profit  under  Ihe  United  States  :  but  the 
Party  convicted  shall  nevertheless  be  liable  and  subject  to  Indict- 
ment, Trial,  Judgment  and  PuDishment,  according  to  Law. 
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I.  The  Times,  Places  aad  manner  of  holding  Elections  for  Sena- 
tors and  Rcpreseulatives,  shall  he  prescribed  in  eacti  State  b;  the 
Lenislalurc  thereof;  but  the  Congress  may  at  any  lime  by  Law  make 
or  alter  such  Regulations,  except  as  to  the  Places  of  chusiug  Seua- 

a.  The  Congress  shall  assemble  at  least  once  in  every  Vear,  and 
such  Meeting  shall  he  on  the  first  Monday  ia  December,  unless  they 
shall  by  Law  appoiata  different  Day. 

Section  V. 

I,  Each  House  shall  be  the  Judge  of  the  Elections,  Rettiras  and 
Qualifications  of  ils  own  Members  and  a  Majority  of  each  shall  con- 
stitute a  Quorum  to  do  Business ;  but  a  smaller  Number  may  adjourn 
from  day  to  day,  and  may  he  authorised  to  compel  the  Attendaiite  of 
Absent  Members,  iu  such  Manner,  and  under  such  Penalties  as  each 
House  may  provide. 

a.  Each  House  may  determine  the  Rules  of  its  Proceedings, 
punish  ils  Members  for  disorderly  Behaviour,  and,  with  the  Concur- 
rence of  two-thirds,  expel  a  Member. 

3.  Each  House  shall  keep  a  Journal  of  its  Proceedings,  aud  from 
time  to  time  publish  the  same,  excepliug  such  Parts  as  may  iu  their 
Judgment  require  Secrecy ;  and  the  Yeas  aud  Nays  of  the  Members 
of  either  Honse  on  any  question  shall,  at  the  Desire  of  one-fifth  of 
those  present,  be  entered  on  the  Journal, 

4.  Neither  House,  during  the  Session  of  Congress,  shall,  without 
the  Consent  of  the  other,  adjourn  for  more  thau  three  days,  nor  to 
any  other  Place  than  that  in  which  the  two  Houses  shall  be  sitting. 

Section  IV. 

1.  The  Senators  and  Representatives  shall  receive  a  CompensatJon 
for  their  services,  to  be  ascertained  by  Law,  and  paid  out  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States.  They  shall  in  all  Cases,  escept  Trea- 
son, Felony  and  Breach  of  the  Peace,  be  privileged  from  Arrest  dur- 
ing their  Attendance  at  IheSession  of  their  respective  Houses,  and-in 
going  to  and  retnrninR  from  the  same  ;  and  for  any  speech  or  DebaTe 
in  either  House,  they  shall  not  be  questioned  in  any  other  Place. 

a.  No  Senator  or  Representative  shall ,  during  the  Time  for  which 
he  was  elected,  be  appointed  to  any  civic  Office  under  the  Authuiity 
of  the  United  States,  which  shall  have  hecn  created,  or  the  Emolu- 
tnents  whereof  shall  have  been  increastd  during  such  time;  bdJ  no 
Person  holding  any  office  under  the  United  States,  shall  be  a  Member 
of  either  Honse  during  his  Coutiunauce  in  Office. 
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Section  Vn. 

I,  AU  bills  for  raising  Revenue  sliall  originate  in  the  House  of 
Represeuta lives  ;  but  tiie  Seu^te  may  propose  or  concur  witli  Amend- 
ments as  on.  oilier  Bills. 

1.  Every  Bill  wbich  shall  have  passed  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives and  the  Senate,  bhall,  before  it  become  a  Law,  be  presented  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States  ;  if  he  approve  he  shall  sign  it, 
but  if  not  he  shall  return  it,  with  his  Obj^clious  to  that  House  in 
which  it  shall  have  originated,  who  shall  enter  the  Objections  at  large 
on  their  Journal,  and  proceed  to  reconsider  it.  If  after  siich  Reconsid- 
eration two-thirds  of  tbat  House  shall  agree  to  pass  the  Bdl,  it  shall  be 
sent,  together  with  the  Otijeotiona,  to  the  other  House,  by  which  it 
shall  likewise  be  reconsidered,  and  if  approved  by  two-thirds  of  that 
House,  it  shall  become  a  Law.  But  in  all  such  Cases  the  Votes  of 
both  Houses  shall  be  detenniaed  by  Yeas  and  Nays,  aud  the  Names 
of  the  Persons  vo'.ing  for  and  against  the  Bill  shall  be  entered  on  the 
Journal  of  each  House  respectively.  If  any  Bill  shall  not  be  returned 
by  the  President  within  ten  Days  (Sundays  eiceptcd)  after  it  shall 
have  been  presented  to  him,  tlie  Same  shall  be  a  Law,  in  like  Manner 
as  if  he  had  signed  it,  unless  the  Congress  by  their  Ailjourument  pre- 
vent its  Return,  in  which  Case  it  shall  not  be  a  Law. 

3.  Every  Order,  Resolution,  or  Vote  to  which  the  Concurrence 
of  the  Senate  and  Hrjuse  of  Representatives  may  be  necessary  (ex- 
cept on  a  question  of  Adjournmenl)  .'ihsll  be  presented  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  ;  and  hefore  the  Same  shall  take  Effect, 
shall  be  approved  by  him,  or  being  disapproved  by  him,  shall  be  re- 
passed by  two-thirds  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 
according  to  the  Rules  and  Litnitations  prescribed  in  the  case  of  a 
BilL 

Section  Vin. 

1.  The  Congress  shall  have  Power  to  lay  and  collect  Tases, 
Duties,  Imposts  and  Excises,  to  pay  the  Debts  and  provide  for  the 
common  Defence  and  general  Welfare  of  the  United  States,  but  all 
Duties,  Imposts  and  Excises  shall  be  uniform  throughout  the  United 
Slates  ; 

2.  To  borrow  Money  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States  ; 

3.  To  regulate  Commerce  with  foreign  Nations,  aud  among  the 
several  States,  and  with  the  Indian  Tribes  ; 

4.  To  establish  au  uniform  Rule  of  Naturalization,  and  uniform 
Laws  on  the  subject  of  Bankruptcies  throughout  the  United  States ; 

5.  To  coin  Money,  regulate  the  Value  thereof,  and  of  foreign 
Coin,  and  fix  the  Standard  of  WeiRhis  aud  Measiures  ; 

6.  To  provide  for  the  Puuishment  of  counterfeiting  the  Secur- 
ities and  current  Coin  of  the  United  States  ; 
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7,  To  establish  Post  Ofltes  and  Post  Roads ; 

8,  To  promote  the  Progress  of  Science  and  usefdl  Arts,  hy  secmr- 
ing  for  linjitcd  Times  to  Authors  and  Inventors  the  exclnsive  Rif^ht 
to  tbeir  rebpeciive  Writings  and  Discoveries ; 

9,  To  constitute  Tribunals  inferior  to  the  Supreme  Court ; 

10.  To  define  and  punish  Piracies  and  Felonies  committed  on 
the  high  Seas,  and  Offences  against  the  Law  of  Nations ; 

11.  To  declare  War,  grant  Letters  of  Marque  and  Reprisal,  and 
make  Rules  concerning  Captures  on  Land  and  Water ; 

12.  To  raise  and  support  Armies,  but  no  Appropriation  of  Money 
to  that  Use  shall  be  for  a  longer  Term  than  two  Years ; 

13.  To  provide  and  Maintain  a  Navy ; 

14.  To  make  Rules  for  the  Government  and  Regulation  of  the 
land  and  naval  Forces ; 

15.  To  provide  for  calling  forth  the  Militia  to  execute  the  Laws 
of  the  Union,  suppress  Insurrections  and  repel  Invasions : 

16.  To  provide  for  organizing,  arming,  and  disciplining  the 
Militia,  and  for  governing  such  Part  of  them  as  may  be  employed  in 
the  Service  of  the  United  States,  reserving  to  the  States  respectively, 
the  Appointment  |of  the  Officers,  and  the  Authority  of  training  the 
Militiu  according  to  the  discipline  prescribed  by  Congress ; 

17.  To  exercise  exclusive  Legislation  in  all  Cases  whatsoever, 
over  such  District  (not  exceeding  ten  Miles  square)  as  may,  by  Ces- 
sion of  particular  States,  and  the  Acceptance  of  Congress,  become 
the  Scat  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  to  exercise 
like  Authority  over  all  Places  purchased  by  the  Consent  of  the  Leg- 
islature of  the  State  [iu  which  the  Same  shall  be,  for  the  Erection  of 
Forts,  Magazines,  Arsenals,  dock- Yards,  and  other  needful  Build- 
ings ; — And 

18.  To  make  all  Laws  which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper  for 
carrying  into  Execution  the  foregoing  Powers,  and  all  other  Powers 
vested  by  this  Constitution  in  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
or  in  any  Department  or  Officer  thereof. 

Sedion  IX, 

I.  The  Migration  or  Importation  of  such  Persons  as  any  of  the 
States  now  existing  shall  think  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be  prohib. 
itcil  by  the  Congress  prior  to  the  Year  one  thousand  e^ght  hundred 
an<l  c'ght,  but  a  Tax  or  duty  may  be  imposed  on  such  Importation, 
not  exceeding  ten  dollars  for  each  Person. 

a.  The  Prinlege  of  the  Writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  shall  not  be  sus- 
pended, unless  when  in  Cases  of  Rebellion  or  Invasion  the  pablic 
Safety  m-^y  require  it. 

ji,    Xo  Bill  of  Attainder  or  ex  post  facto  Law  shall  be 
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4.  No  Capitation,  or  other  direct,  tax  shall  be  laid,  unless  in  Pro- 
portion lo  the  Census  or  Enumeration  herein  before  directed  to  be 

5.  No  Tax  or  Duty  shall  be  laid  oa  Articles  exported  from  any 
State. 

6.  No  Prefereuce  shall  be  given  by  aay  Regulation  of  Commerce 
or  Revenue  to  the  Forts  of  one  State  ovet  tboseof  another ;  nor  shall 
Vessels  bound  to,  or  from,  one  State  be  obliged  to  enter,  clear,  or  pay 
Duties  in  another. 

7.  No  Money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury,  but  iu  Conse- 
quence of  Appropriations  made  by  l,aw ;  and  a  regular  Statemeut 
aud  Account  of  the  Receipts  and  Expenditures  of  all  public  Money 
shall  be  published  from  time  to  time. 

8.  No  title  of  Nobility  shall  be  granted  by  the  United  Slates: 
And  no  Person  holding  any  Office  of  Profit  or  Trust  under  them, 
shall,  without  the  Conseut  of  the  Congress,  accept  of  any  prejeut, 
Emolument,  Office,  or  Title,  of  any  kind  whatever,  from  any  King, 
Prince,  or  foreign  State. 

Secli^m  X, 

1.  No  State  shall  enter  into  any  Treaty,  Alliance,  or  Confedera- 
tion ;  grant  Letters  of  Marque  and  Reprisal;  coin  Money;  emit 
Bills  of  Credit;  make  any  Thing  but  gold  and  siUer  Coin  a  Tender 
in  Payment  of  Debts  ;  pass  any  bill  of  Attainder,  ex  post  facto  XiSW, 
or  Law  impairing  the  Obligation  of  Contracta,  or  grant  any  Title  of 
Nobility. 

2.  No  State  shall,  without  the  Consent  of  the  Congress,  lay  any 
Imposts  or  Duties  on  Imports  or  Exports,  except  what  may  be  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  executing  its  inspection  Laws:  and  the  net 
Produce  of  all  Duties  and  Imposts,  laid  by  auy  Slate  on  Imports 
or  Exports,  shall  be  for  the  TJae  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  ; 
and  all  such  Laws  shall  be  subject  to  the  Revision  aud  Contronl  of 
the  Congress. 

3.  No  State  shall,  without  the  Consent  of  Congress,  lay  any 
Duly  of  Tonnage,  keep  Troops,  or  Ships  of  War  iu  Time  of  Peace, 
enter  into  any  Agreement  or  Compact  with  another  State,  or  with  a 
foreign  power,  or  engage  in  War,  unless  actually  invaded,  or  in  such 
imminent  Danger  as  will  not  admit  of  delay. 

ARTICLE  n. 
SecHoH  I. 
1.     The  executive  Power  shall   be  vested  lo  a  Prn 
United  States  of  America.    He  shall  hold  his  Office  du 
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of  four  Years,  and,  together  with  the  Vice-Preaident,  choseu  for  the 
same  Term,  be  electeU  as  follows  : 

2.  Bach  State  ebati  appoint,  in  such  Manner  as  the  Legislature 
thereof  may  dliecl,  a  uumberof  Klectors,  equal  to  the  whule  Number 
of  Senators  and  Represeuta lives  to  which  the  Stale  may  be  entitled 
in  the  Congress ;  hut  no  Senator  or  Representative,  or  Person  holding 
an  Office  of  Trust  or  Profit  under  the  United  States,  shall  be  ap- 
pointed an  Elector. 

3.'  The  electors  shall  meet  in  their  respective  States,  and  vote 
by  ballot  for  two  persons,  of  whom  one  at  least  shall  not  be  an  in- 
habitant of  the  same  State  with  themselves.  And  they  shaU  make  a 
list  of  all  the  persons  Toted  for,  aud  of  the  number  of  votes  (or  each  ; 
which  list  they  shall  sign  and  certify,  and  transmit  sealed  to  the  seat 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  directed  to  the  President  of 
the  Senate.  The  President  of  the  Senate  shall,  in  the  presence  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  open  all  the  certificates,  and 
the  votes  shall  then  be  counted.  The  person  having  the  greatest 
number  of  voles  sliall  be  the  President,  if  such  number  be  a  ma- 
jority of  the  whole  number  of  electors  oppointed  ;  aud  if  there  be 
more  than  one  who  have  such  msjority,  aud  have  an  equal  number 
of  vote?,  then  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  immediately  chuse 
by  ballot  one  of  them  for  President ;  and  if  no  person  have  a  ma- 
jority, then  from  the  five  highest  on  the  list  the  said  House  shall  in 
like  manner  choose  the  President.  But  in  chusiug  the  President, 
the  votes  shall  be  taken  by  States,  the  representation  for  each  Stale 
havingone  vote  ;  a  quorum  for  this  purpose  shall  consist  of  a  mem- 
ber or  members  from  two-thirds  of  the  Stales,  and  a  majority  of  all 
the  States  shall  be  necessary  to  a  choice.  In  every  case,  after  the 
choice  of  the  Prcidcnt,  the  person  having  the  greatest  number  of 
votes  of  the  electors  shall  be  the  Vice-President.  But  if  there  shonid 
remain  two  or  more  who  have  equal  votes,  the  Senate  shall  chuse 
from  Ihem  by  ballot  the  Vice-President. 

4,  The  Congress  may  detemiine  the  Time  of  chusing  the  Elec- 
tors, and  the  Day  on  which  they  shall  give  their  Votes ;  which  Day 
Shall  be  Ih';  same  throughout  the  United  States. 

5.  No  person  except  a  natural  born  Citiiei^  or  a  Citizen  of  the 
United  States,  at  the  lime  of  the  Adoption  of  this  Constitution,  shall 
be  eligible  to  the  OfSce  of  President  ;  neither  shall  any  Person  be 
eligible  to  that  office  who  shall  not  have  attained  to  the  Age  of 
thirty-five  Years,  and  been  fourteen  Years  a  Resident  within  the 
United  Slates, 

G,  In  case  of  the  Removal  of  the  President  from  Office,  or  of  his 
Death,  Resignation  or  Inability  to  discharge  the  Powers  and  Duties 
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of  the  said  Office,  the  aame  shall  devolve  on  the  Vice-President,  and 
the  Congress  may  by  Law  provide  for  the  Case  of  Removal,  Death, 
Resignation  or  Inability,  both  of  the  Presiiient  and  Vice-President, 
dedaiiug  what  Officer  shall  then  act  as  President,  and  such  Officer 
shall  act  accordingly,  nntil  the  Disability  be  removed,  or  a  President 
shall  be  elected, 

7.  The  President  shall,  at  stated  Times,  receive  for  his  Services, 
a  Compensation,  which  shall  neither  be  iiicreasd  uor  diminished 
during  the  Period  for  which  be  shall  have  been  ei  .cted,  and  he  shall 
not  receive  wilhin  that  Period  any  other  Emolument  from  the 
United  Slates  or  any  of  them. 

8.  Before  lie  enter  on  the  Esecution  of  bis  Office,  he  shall  take 
the  following  Oath  or  Affirmation:  —  "I  do  solemnly  swear  (or  af- 
firm) that  I  will  faithfuily  execute  the  Office  of  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  will,  to  the  best  of  mj  Ability,  preserve,  protect 
and  defend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States." 

Sedwn  II. 

1.  The  President  shall  be  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army  and 
Navy  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  Militia  of  the  several  States 
when  called  into  the  actual  Service  of  the  United  States;  he  may 
require  the  Opinion,  in  writing,  of  the  frincipal  Officer  in  each  of 
the  executive  Departments,  upon  any  ijubject  relating  to  the  Duties 
of  their  respective  Offices,  and  he  shall  have  Power  to  grant  Re 
prieves  and  Pardons  for  Ofienses  against  the  United  States,  except 
iu  Cases  of  Impeachment. 

2.  He  shall  have  Power,  by  and  with  the  Advice  and  Consent  of 
the  Seuate,  to  make  Treaties,  provided  two  thirds  of  the  Seuators 
present  concur  ;  and  he  shall  nomiuate,  and  by  and  with  the  Advice 
and  Consent  of  the  Senate,  shall  appoint  Ambassadors,  other  public 
Ministers  and  Consuls,  Judges  of  the  supreme  Court,  and  all  other 
Officers  of  the  United  States,  whose  Appointments  are  not  herein 
otherwise  provided  for,  and  which  shaU  be  established  by  Law  ;  but 
the  Congress  may  by  Law  vest  the  appointment  of  such  inferior  Offi- 
cers, as  they  think  proper,  in  the  President  alone,  in  the  Courts  of 
Law,  or  iu  the  Heads  of  Departments. 

3.  The  President  shall  have  Power  to  fill  up  all  Vacancies  that 
3!ay  happen  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  by  granting  Commis- 
sions which  shall  expire  at  the  End  of  their  next  Session. 

Seaiort   III. 
I.     He  shall  from  time  to  time  give  to  the  Congress  Information 
of  the  Slate  of  the  Union,  and   tecomnieiid  to  their  Consideration 
such  Measures  aa  he  shall  judge  necessary  and  expedient ;  be  may. 
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oa  extraordinary  Occasions,  convene  both  Houses,  or  either  of  them, 
and,  in  Case  of  Disagreement  between  them,  with  Respect  to  the 
Time  of  Adjournment,  he  may  adjourn  them  to  such  Time  as  he 
shall  think  proper ;  he  shall  receive  Ambassadors  and  other  public 
Ministers ;  he  shall  take  care  that  the  Laws  be  faithfully  executed, 
and  shall  Commission  all  the  officers  of  the  United  States. 

Section  IV. 

I.  The  President,  Vice-President  and  all  civil  Officers  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be  removed  from  Office  on  Impeachment  for,  and 
Conviction  of,  Treason,  Bribery,  or  other  high  Crimes  and  Misde- 
meanors. 

ARTICLE  in. 

Section  /. 

I.  The  judicial  Power  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  vested  in  one 
supreme  Court,  and  in  such  inferior  Courts  astbe  Congress  may  from 
time  to  time  ordain  and  establish,  The  Judges,  both  of  the  supreme 
and  inferior  Courts,  shall  hold  their  Offices  during  good  Behaviour, 
and  shall,  at  stated  Times,  receive  for  their  Services,  a  Compensation, 
which  shall  not  be  diminished  duringtheir  Continuance  in  Office. 

Section  II. 

1.  The  judicial  Power  shall  extend  to  all  Cases,  in  Law  and 
Equity,  arising  under  this  Constitution,  the  Laws  of  the  United 
States,  and  Treaties  made,  or  which  shall  be  made,  under  their  Au- 
thority ; — to  all  Cases  affecting  Ambassadors,  other  public  Ministers 
and  Consuls; — to  all  Cases  of  admiralty  and  maritime  Jurisdiction  ; — 
to  Controversies  to  which  the  United  States  shall  be  a  Party ;  to  Con- 
troversies between  two  or  more  States ; — between  a  State  and  Citizens 
of  another  State ;— between  Citizens  of  different  States;— between 
Citizens  of  the  same  State  claiming  Lands  under  Grants  of  different 
States,  and  between  a  State,  or  the  Citizens  thereof,  and  foreign 
States,  Citizens  or  Subjects. 

2.  In  all  Cases  affecting  Ambassadors,  other  public  Ministers  and 
Consuls,  and  those  in  which  a  State  shall  be  Party,  the  supreme  Court 
shall  have  original  Jurisdiction.  In  all  the  other  Cases  before  men? 
tioned,  the  supreme  Court  shall  have  appellate  Jurisdiction,  both  as 
to  Law  and  Fact,  with  such  Exceptions,  and  under  such  Regulations 
as  the  Congress  gball  make. 

3.  The  Ti  ial  of  all  Crimes,  except  in  Cases  of  Impeachment,  shall 
be  by  Jury  ;  and  such  Trial  shall  be  held  in  the  State  where  the  said 
Crimes  shall  have  been  committed  ;  but  when  not  committed  within 
any  State,  the  Trial  shall  be  at  such  Place  or  Places  as  the  Congress 
may  by  Law  have  directed. 
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Section  III, 

1.  Treason  against  the  United  States,  shall  consist  only  in  levy- 
ing War  against  them,  or  in  adhering  to  their  Enemies,  giving  them 
aid  and  Comfort.  No  Person  shall  be  convicted  of  Treason^  unless  on 
the  Testimony  of  two  Witnesses  to  the  same  overt  Act,  or  on  Confes- 
sion in  open  Court. 

2.  The  Congress  shall  have  Power  to  declare  the  Punishment  of 
Treason,  but  no  Attainder  of  Treason  shall  work  Corruption  of  Blood, 
or  Forfeiture  except  during  the  life  of  the  Person  attainted. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

Section  I. 

I.  Full  Faith  and  Credit  shall  be  given  in  each  State  to  the  public 
Acts,  Records,  and  judicial  proceedings  of  every  other  State.  And 
the  Congress  may  by  general  Laws  prescribe  the  manner  in  which 
such  Acts,  Records,  and  Proceedings  shall  be  proved,  and  the  Effect 
thereof. 

Section  II. 

1.  The  Citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all  privileges 
and  immunities  of  Citizens  in  the  several  States. 

2.  A  person  charged  in  any  State  wilh  Treason,  Felony,  or  other 
Crime,  who  shall  flee  from  Justice,  and  be  found  in  another  State, 
shall  on  Demand  of  the  executive  Authority  of  the  State  from  which 
he  fled,  be  delivered  up  to  be  removed  to  the  State  having  Jurisdic- 
tion of  the  Crime. 

3.  No  Person  held  to  Service  or  Labor  in  one  State,  under  the 
Laws  thereof,  escaping  into  another,  shall,  in  Consequence  of  any 
Law  or  Regulation  therein,  be  discharged  from  such  Service  or  La- 
bor, but  shall  be  delivered  up  on  Claim  of  the  Party  to  whom  such 
Service  or  Labor  may  be  due. 

Section  III, 

1.  New  States  may  be  admitted  by  the  Congress  into  this  Union; 
but  no  new  state  shall  be  formed  or  erected  within  the  Jurisdiction 
of  any  other  State ;  nor  any  State  be  formed  by  the  Junction  of  two 
or  more  States,  or  Parts  of  States,  without  the  Consent  of  the  Legis- 
latures of  the  States  concerned  as  well  as  of  the  Congress. 

2.  The  Congress  shall  have  Power  to  dispose  of  and  make  all 
needful  Rules  and  Regulations  respecting  the  Territory  or  other 
Property  belonging  to  the  United  States ;  and  nothing  in  this  Con- 
stitution shall  be  so  construed  as  to  Prejudice  any  Claims  of  the 
United  States,  or  of  any  particular  State. 
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Section  IV, 

I.  The  Unite li  States  sbal!  guarantee  to  every  State  in  tliis  Union 
a  Republican  Form  of  Governmeat,  and  shall  protect  each  of  tliem 
against  luvasion ;  and  ou  Application  of  the  Legislature,  or  of  the 
Esecutive  (when  the  Lei^islature  cannot  be  convened)  against  domes- 
tic violeuce. 

ARTICLE  V. 

I.  The  Congress,  whenever  two-thirds  of  both  Houses  ahHlldeem 
it  necessary,  shall  propose  Amendmcuts  to  this  Constitution,  or,  on 
the  Applicationof  the  Legislatures  of  two-thirds  of  the  several  States, 
shall  call  a  Convention  for  proposiug  Amendments,  which,  in  either 
Case,  shall  be  valid  to  all  Intents  and  Purposes,  as  Pait  of  this  Con- 
stitution, when  ratified  by  the  Legi^laturea  of  three-fourths  of  the 
several  States,  or  by  Conventions  in  IhrDe-fourths  thereof,  as  the  one 
or  the  other  Mode  of  Ratification  may  be  proposed  by  the  Congress  ; 
Provided  that  no  Amendment  which  may  be  made  prior  to  the  Year 
One  Thousaiid  eight  hundred  and  Tight  shall  ia  any  Manner  affect 
the  first  and  fourth  Clauses  in  the  Ninth  Section  of  the  first  Article  ; 
aud  that  no  State,  witliout  its  Cousent,  shall  be  deprived  of  its  equal 
Suffrage  in  the  Senate. 

ARTICLE  VL 

1.  All  Debts  contracted  and  Engagements  euterediuto,  before  the 
Adoption  of  this  Constitution,  shall  be  as  valid  against  the  United 
States  under  this  Constitution,  as  under  the  Confederation. 

2.  This  Constitution,  and  the  Laws  of  the  United  Slates  which 
shall  be  made  in  Pursuance  thereof;  and  all  Treaties  made,  or  which 
shall  be  made,  under  the  Authority  of  the  United  Slates,  shall  be  the 
supreme  Law  of  the  Laud  ;  aud  the  Judges  in  every  State  shall  be 
bound  thereby,  any  Thing  in  the  Constitution  or  Laws  of  any  State 
to  the  Contrary  notwithstanding. 

3.  The  Senators  and  Representatives  before  mentioned,  and  the 
Members  of  the  several  State  Legislatures,  and  all  executive  and 
judicial  Officers,  both  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  several  States, 
shall  be  bound  by  Oath  or  Affirmation,  to  support  this  Constitution  ; 
hat  no  religious  Test  shall  rver  be  required  as  a  Qualification  to  any 
Office  or  public  Trust  under  the  United  States. 

ARTICLE  VII. 
I,     The  ratification  of  the  Conventions  of  nine  States  shall  be  suf- 
ficient for  the  Establisliioeut  of  this  Constitution  between  the  States 
so  ratifying  the  same. 

Done  in  Convention,  by  theUnauimons  Consent  of  the  States pre»- 
the  Seventh  Day  of  September,  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  one 
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thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  si 
or  the  United  States  of  America,  tbe 
We  have  hereonto  Bubscribed  o 

G":  Washington, 
Presidt.  and  Deputy  from  Virginia. 

The  Constitution  was  also  signed  by  thirty-eight  others, 
belonging  to  twelve  of  the  States,  and  casting  the  votes  of 
eleven  Slates,  and  was  attested  by  William  Jackson,  Secre- 
tary. 


ARTICLES  IN  ADDITION  TO,  AND  AMSNDMENT  OP,  THE  CONSTI- 
TUTION OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OE  AMERICA, 
CONGRESS,  AND  RATIFIED  BV  THE  LEGIS 
SEVERAL  STATES  PURSUANT  TO  THE  FIFTH  ARTICLE  OF  THE 
OklGINAL   CONSTITUTION. 

The  history  of  these  Articles  has  beeu  given  in  Chap- 
ters XL.  and  XHX. ,  but  the  days  on  which  they  were  pro- 
posed and  declared  ratified  may  be  recapitulated.  Articles 
I.-X.  inclusive,  September  25,  1789,  December  15,  1791  ; 
Article  Xr.,  September  5,  1794,  January  S,  1798;  Article 
XII.,  December  12,  1803,  September  25,  1S04 ;  Article 
XIII.,  February  i,  1865.  December  18,  1865;  Article  XIV., 
June  16,  1866,  July  22,  1868;  Article  XV.,  February  27, 
1869,  March  30,  1870. 

ARTICLE  I. 
Congress  shall  make  110  law  respecting  an   establishment  of  reli- 
gion, or  prohibiting  Ibe  free  eKcrcise  thereof ;  or  abridging  the  free- 
dom of  speech,  or  of  the  press ;  or  the  right  of  the  people  peaceably 
to  assemble,  and  to  petition  the  Government  for  a  redress  of  griev- 

ARTICLE  II. 
A  well-regulated  Militia,  being  necessary  to  the  security  of  a  free 
State,  the  right  of  the  people  to  keep  and  bear  arms,  shall  not  be 
infringed. 

ARTICLE  III. 
No  Soldier  shall,  in  time  of  peace,  be  quartered  in  any  house,  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  Owner,  nor  in  time  of  war,  but  in  a 
to  be  prescribed  by  law. 
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ARTICLE  IV.  ^M 

The  right  of  the  people  to  be  secure  in  their  persons,  houses, 

papers,  aud  eSects,  agaiiist  unreasonable  searches  and  seizures,  shall 
not  be  violated,  and  no  Warrants  shall  issue,  but  upon  probable 
cause,  supported  by  Oath  or  affirmation,  and  parlicularlj  liesciibing 
the  place  to  be  aeatched,  and  the  persons  or  things  to  be  seized, 
ARTICLE  V. 
No  pQtson  shall  be  held  to  answer  for  a  capital,  or  otherwise  in- 
famous crime,  unless  ou  a  presentment  or  indictment  of  a  Grand 
Jury,  except  in  cases  arising  in  the  land  or  naval  forces,  or  in  the 
Mililia,  when  in  actual  service  in  time  of  War  or  public  danger ;  nor 
shall  auy  person  be  subject  for  the  same  offense  to  be  twice  put  in 
jeopardy  of  life  or  limb;  nor  shall  be  compelled  in  auy  Criminal 
Case  to  be  a  witness  against  himself,  nor  be  deprived  of  life,  libecty, 
or  property,  without  due  process  of  law  ;  nor  shall  private  property 
he  taken  for  public  use,  without  just  compensation. 
ARTICLE  VL 
In  alt  criminal  prosecutions,  the  accu^d  shall  enjoy  the  right  to 
a  speedy  aud  public  trial,  by  au  impartial  jury  of  the  State  and  dis- 
trict wherein  the  crime  shall  have  been  committed,  which  district 
shall  hase  been  previously  ascertained  by  law,  and  to  be  informed 
of  the  nature  and  cause  of  the  accusation;  to  be  confronted  with 
■s  against  him  ;  to  haTC  compulsory  process  for  obtaining 
n  his  favor,  and  to  have  the  Assistance  of  Counsel  for  his 
defense. 

ARTICLE  VII. 
In  suits  at  common  law,  where  the  value  in  controversy  shall  ex- 
ceed twenty  dollars,  the  right  of  trial  by  jury  shall  be  preserved, 
and  no  fact  tried  by  a  jury  shall  he  otherwise  re-examined  in  any 
Court  of  the  United  States,  than  according  to  the  rules  of  the  coni- 

ARTICLE  VIII. 
Excessive  bail  shall  not  he  required,  nor  excessive  fines  imposed, 
nor  cruel  and  unusual  punishments  inflicted. 
ARTICLE  IX. 
The  enumeration  in  the  Constitution,  of  certain  rights,  shall  not 
be  construed  to  deny  or  disparage  others  reiained  by  the  people. 
ARTICLE  X. 
The  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States  by  the  CoiisHtu- 
tion.  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States 
respectively,  or  to  the  people. 
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ARTICLE  XI. 

The  Judicial  power  of  the  Uailed  States  shall  uot  be  coustrued  to 
esteud  to  auy  suit  iii  law  or  equity,  conilnenceii  or  prosecuted  against 
oiie  of  the  United  States  by  Cilizeua  of  another  State,  or  by  Citizens 
or  Bubjecta  of  any  Foreign  State. 

ARTICLE  XII. 

The  electors  shall  meet  iu  their  respective  States,  and  vote  by 
ballot  for  President  and  Vice-President,  one  of  whom,  at  least,  shall 
not  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  same  State  with  themselves;  they  shall 
name  iu  their  ballots  the  person  voted  for  as  President,  and  in  dis- 
trict ballots  the  person  voted  for  as  Vice-President,  and  Ihey  shall 
make  distinct  lists  of  all  persons  voted  for  as  President,  and  of  all 
persons  voted  for  as  Vice-President,  and  of  the  number  of  votes  for 
each,  which  lists  they  shall  sign  and  certify,  and  transmit  sealed  to 
the  seat  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  directed  to  the 
President  of  the  Senate ;— The  President  of  the  Senate  shall,  in  the 
presence  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  open  all  the 
certificates  and  the  votes  shall  then  be  counted  ;^The  person  having 
the  greatest  number  of  votes  for  President  shall  be  the  President,  if 
such  number  be  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  Electors  ap- 
pointed ;  and  if  no  person  have  such  majority,  then  from  the  persons 
having  the  highest  numbers  not  exceeding  three  od  the  list  of  those 
voted  for  as  President,  the  House  of  Representatiwea  shall  choose 
immediately,  by  ballot,  the  President.  But  in  choosing  the  Presi- 
dent, the  votes  shall  be  taken  by  states,  the  representation  from  each 
stale  having  one  vote  ;  a  quorum  for  this  purpose  shall  consist  of  a 
member  or  members  from  two-thirds  of  the  states,  and  a  majority  of 
all  the  states  shall  be  necessary  to  a  choice.  Au<l  if  the  House  of 
Representatives  shall  uot  choose  a  President  whenever  the  right  of 
choice  shall  devolve  upon  them,  before  the  fourth  day  of  March 
nest  following,  then  the  Vice-President  shall  act  as  President,  as  in 
the  case  of  the  death  or  other  constitutional  disability  of  the  Presi- 
dent. The  person  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  as  Vice- 
President,  shall  be  the  Vice-President,  if  such  number  be  a  majority 
of  the  whole  number  of  Electors  appointed,  and  if  no  person  have  a 
Cinjority,  then  from  the  two  highest  numbers  on  the  list,  the  Senate 
shall  choose  the  Vice-Presideut ;  a  quorum  for  the  purpose  shall 
consist  of  two-thtrda  of  the  whole  number  of  Senators,  and  a 
majority  of  the  whole  number  ihall  lit  necessary  to  a  clioite.  But 
no  person  caustilutionally  ineligible  In  tlte  o&ce  of  President  shall 
be  eligible  to  that  of  Vice-F[>e4d«m  of  Ui«  United  Stutes. 
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ARTICLE  Xrir.  ^J 

Seclion  I. 
t.  Neither  slavery  not  involuntary  servitude,  except  as  a  pnnisli- 
ment  Tor  crime  whereof  the  party  shall  have  beea  duly  convicted, 
shall  exist  witbia  the  United  States,  or  any  place  subject  lo  their 
jurisdiction. 

Sedioti  II. 

1.  Cougress  shall  have  power  to  enforce  this  article  by  appropriate 
legislation. 

ARTICLE  XIV. 
Section  I. 

I,  All  persona  bom  or  naturalizediu  the  United  States,  and  subject 
to  the  jurisdiction  thereof,  are  citizens  of  the  Uuited  States  and  of  the 
State  wherein  they  reside.  No  Slate  shall  make  or  enforce  any  law 
which  shall  abridge  tlie  privileges  or  immunities  of  citizens  of  the 
Uuited  States  ;  nor  shall  any  State  deprive  any  person  of  life,  liberty, 
or  property,  without  due  process  of  law  ;  nor  deny  to  any  person 
within  its  jurisdiction  the  equal  prolectioD  of  the  laws. 

SecCioa  II. 
I.  Representatives  shall  be  apportioned  among  the  several  States 
according  to  their  respective  numbers,  couuliug  the  wliole  number  of 
persons  in  each  State,  excluding  Indians  not  taxed.  But  when  the 
right  to  vote  at  any  election  for  llie  choice  of  electors  for  President 
and  Vice-President  of  the  United  Stntes,  Representatives  in  Congress, 
the  Executive  and  Judicial  officersof  a  State  or  the  members  of  the 
Legislature  thereof;  is  denied  to  any  of  the  male  inhabitants  of  such 
State,  beiug  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  or  iil  any  way  abridged,  except  for  participation  in  rebellion, 
or  other  crime,  the  basis  of  representation  therein  shall  be  reduced  In 
the  proportion  which  the  number  of  such  male  citizens  shall  bear  to 
the  whole  number  of  male  citizens  twenty.oue  years  of  age  in  such 
State. 

Section  III. 

I.  No  person  shall  be  a  Senator  or  Representative  in  Cougress,  or 
elector  of  President  and  Vice-President,  or  hold  any  office,  civil,  or 
military,  under  the  Uuited  States,  or  under  [auy  State,  who,  having 
previonsly  taken  an  oath,  as  a  member  of  Cougress,  or  as  an  officer  of 
the  United  States,  or  as  a  member  of  any  State  Legislature,  or  as  an 
executive  or  judicial  officer  of  any  State,  to  support  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  shall  have  engaged  in  insurrection  or  rebellion 
against  the  same,  or  given  aid  or  comfort  to  the  enemies  thereof.   But 
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Congress  may  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  each  House,  remove  such  dis- 
ability. 

Section  IV. 

I.  The  validity  of  the  public  debt  of  the  United  States,  authorized 
by  law,  including  debts  incurred  for  payment  of  pensions  and  bouuties 
for  services  in  suppressing  insurrection  or  rebellion,  shall  not  be 
questioned.  But  neither  the  United  States  nor  any  State  shall  assume 
or  pay  any  debt  or  obligation  incurred  in  aid  of  insurrection  or  rebel- 
lion against  the  United  States,  or  any  claim  for  the  loss  or  emancipa- 
tion of  any  slave ;  but  all  such  debts,  obligations  and  claims  shall  be 
held  illegal  and  void. 

Section  V. 

I.  The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  enforce,  by  appropriate  legis- 
lation, the  provisions  of  this  article. 

ARTICLE  XV. 
Section  I, 

1.  The  right  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  vote  shall  not  be 
denied  or  abridged  by  the  United  States  or  by  any  State  on  account 
of  race,  color,  or  previous  condition  of  servitude. 

Section  II, 

2.  The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  enforce  this  article  by  appro- 
priate legislation. 
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View  of  State  Party,  126;  The  Pream- 
ble, 127;  Elements  of  Preamble,  X27; 
Source  of  Constitution,  X28;  Influence 
of  Words  and  Theories,  129;  Consti- 
tutions a  Growth,  130. 

Constitution,  The,  Sources  of,  131- 
136.— Fiat  Theory  of,  131;  Organic 
Theory  of,  132;  Relations  of  two  Con- 
stitutions, X32;  Powers  of  Govern- 
ment, 133;  Departments  of  Govern- 
ment, 133;  Relations  of  the  Three  De- 
partments, 134;  Influence  of  State 
Constitutions,  134. 

Constitution,  The,  An  Outline  of, 
137-143. — Parts  of  the  Constitution, 
137;  Article  I.,  10  Sections,  137;  Ar- 
ticle II.,  4  Sections,  139;  Article  III., 
3  Sections,  139;  Article  IV.,  4  Sections, 
140;  Art'cle  V  ,  140;  Article  VI.,  140; 
Article  VII.,  141;  Amendments  I -X., 
141;  Amendment  XI., 141;  Amendment 
XII.,  141;  Amendment  XIII.,  2  Sec- 
tions, 141;  Amendment  XIV.,  5  Sec- 
tions, 142;  Amendment  XV.,  2  Sec- 
tions, 142;  Objects  of  Review,  142. 

Constitutions,  The  State,  372-377.— 
The  first  Constitutims,  372;  the  Later 
Constitutions,  373;  Amendments,  37  j; 
Cons  itutional  Conventions,  374;  Lim- 
itations of  the  State  Governments, 
374;  Scope  of  the  Present  Inquiry, 
375;  Three  Departments,  375;  As- 
sumptions of  '.he  Constitution,  375; 
Bills  of  Rights,  376;  Fluctuations  of 
State  Constitutional  Law,  376. 


Convention,  The  Pedbral,  Cai.i.bi». 
87-90.— Conference  at  Alexandria,  87; 
Virginia  Resolution,  88;  Convention 
at  Annapolis,  88;  Action  of  Congress; 
89;  Action  of  the  States,  90. 

Convention,  The,  Work  Before,  91- 
99.— Meeting  and  Organization,  91 ; 
Groups  of  Questions,  91 ;  Relaiions  of 
Questions,  92 ;  Nature  of  Government, 
92 ;  National  Party,  93 ;  State  Pa  ty,93 ; 
The  Fundamental  Question.  93 ;  Rep- 
resentation of  Property,  94 ;  Supplies 
for  Treasury,  94 ;  Framework  of  Gov- 
ernment, 95 ;  Powers  of  Government, 
95 ;  Control  of  Commerce,  95 ;  Slavery 
in  the  Convention,  96 ;  Conflicts  of  In- 
terests. 96 ;  Virginia  Plan,  96 ;  Jersey 
Plan,  97;  Reaffirmation  of  Virginia 
Plan,  97;  Character  of  the  Conven- 
tion, 98;  Words  "Strong"  and 
"Weak,'  98;  Composition  of  Large- 
State  Party,  98 ;  Slavery  in  Colonies, 

99.  ' 

Courts,  The  Several,  Jurisdiction 
OF,  301-305.— Kinds  ol  jurisdiction,  301; 
Original  Jurisdiclion  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  301;  Appellate  Jurisdictijn,  302; 
Circuit  Courts,  303;  Circuit  Courts  of 
Appeals,  303;  District  Courts,  304; 
Court  of  Claims,  304 ;  Courts  of  the 
Federal  District  and  the  Territories, 
304;  Concurrent  Juri::diction  of  State 
and  National  Courts,  305. 

Departments,  The  Executive,  284- 
291.— Creation  of  such  Departments 
Assumed,  284;  Department  of  State, 
284;  Department  tf  the  Treasury, 
285 ;  Bureaus  in  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, 285  ;  Department  of  War,  286 ; 
Department  of  Justice,  286;  Post 
Office  Department,  287  ;  Department 
of  the  Navy,  287 ;  Department  of  the 
Int  rior,  288;  Department  of  Agri- 
culture, 288 ;  The  Cabinet,  289 ;  Exe- 
cutive Responsibility,  289 ;  Articles  I. 
and  II.,  290. 

Education,  State,  409-417. — No  Na- 
tional School  System,  409 ;  The  State 
Systems,  409 ;  Common  Schools,  409 ; 
High  Schools,  410;  Normal  Schools, 
410;  State  Universities,  410:  Agricultur- 
al and  Mechanical  Colleges,  411 ;  Em- 
ployment of  the  State  Machinery,  411; 
State  Biards  of  Education,  411 ;  State 
Educational  Executive,  412 ;  County 
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Boards,  413 ;  County  Supervidon,  413 ; 
Town  and  District  Administration. 
413 ;  City  Administration,  413 ;  Certifi- 
cating Teachers.  414 ;  Public-land  En- 
dowments of  Common  Schools,  4x4 ; 
The  Educational  Grant  of  I«ands,4is ; 
Funds  Provided  by  the  State,  416 ; 
School  Income.  416 ;  Local  Taxes,  416; 
Miscellaneous,  416 ;  Modes  of  Distrib- 
uting Funds,  416;  Free  Schools,  417. 

Electoral  Plan,  The,  Failure  of, 
260-264— Parly  Government,  261; 
Nomination  by  Consent,  261 ;  Nom- 
ination by  Congfressional  Caucus,  262; 
Nomination  by  State  Legislatures, 
262 ;  Nomination  by  National  Conven- 
tions, 262 ;  The  Caucus  System,  262 ; 
Effect  of  the  Caucus  System,  263; 
Steps  in  Election  of  President  and 
Vice-President,  263  ;  Irregularities  in 
Elections,  264. 

Elections,  See  "Suffrage." 

Executives,  The  State,  384-3*i7.— 
Vesting  the  Executive  Power,  384; 
Elections,  Terms,  and  Salaries,  384 ; 
Duties  of  the  Governor,  384 ;  Execu- 
tive Departments,  385;  Governor's 
Relations  to  Heads  of  Departments, 
386 ;    Lieutenant-Governor,  386. 

Executive  Power,  The,  Vesting  of, 
248-250.— Need  of  a  National  Execu- 
tive, 248 ;  An  Independent  Executive 
248 ;  A  Single  Executive,  249 ;  Style 
and  Title  of  Executive,  249 ;  Length 
of  Term  and  Re-eligibility,  250. 

GOVBRNBfENT,      THB     AMERICAN,    NA- 

TURB  OF,  418-422  —The  United  States 
a  Federal  Republic,  418  ;  Features  of 
Federal  States,  418;  Origin  of  Fed- 
eral States,  418 ;  Advantages  of  Fed- 
eral States.  419  ;  Disadvantages,  419 ; 
Dual  Constitution  of  the  United 
St  ites,  419 ;  Relations  of  two  Systems, 
420 ;  Relative  Prominence  of  the  two 
Jurisdictions,  420 ;  Nature  of  the  Na- 
tional  Government,  421 ;  Complexity 
of  the  System,  421. 

Governments,  The  National  and 
State,  117-124.— Priority  of  the  States, 
118;  First  Division  of  Powers,  119; 
Second  Division  of  Powers,  119;  In- 
herent and  Delegated  Powers,  120; 
the  Constitution  a  Grant  of  Powers, 
lao;    Phraseology  of  National    and 


State  Coostlttttioaa,  lau;  Implied 
Powers,  lai ;  I'owers  Delegated,  Pro- 
hibited, Reserved,  121 ;  Concurrent 
Powers,  i2i ;  Constitutional  Pre- 
sumptions, 123;  Method  of  Study. 
123. 

Houses,  The  Sbparatb,  Powbrs  op, 
176-181.  — The  Houses,  Judges,  etc., 
176;  Contests  in  House  of  Representa- 
tives, 176 ;  Quorums,  177 ;  Counting  a 
Quorum,  177 ;  Power  to  Compel  At- 
tendance,  177 ;  A  Call  of  the  House, 
178 ;  Power  to  Make  Rules,  etc.,  178 ; 
Punishment  and  Expulsion,  179 ; 
Modes  of  Voting,  179 ;  Dilatory  Mo- 
tions, 180  ;  Adjournment,  180  ;  Power 
to  Punish  for  Contempt,  180. 

Government,  Local,  397-408. —  The 
Town  System,  398;  Continuity  of 
New  England  Life,  398;  the  New 
England  Town,  398 ;  Town  Meeting, 
398;  Town  Officers,  399 ;  the  County, 
399;  the  County  System.  399;  Ex- 
tent of,  399 ;  the  County,  400 ;  the 
Township,  401 ;  the  Mixed  System, 
401 ;  Two  Types,  401 ;  the  County, 
402;  the  Township,  402;  Blending 
of  Elements  in  the  West,  403 ;  Penn- 
sylvania Type  in  the  Wesi,  403  ;  New 
York  Type  in  the  West,  404 ;  Changes 
of  Type,  404;  Relative  Merits  of  the 
Several  Systems,  404 ;  Municipal  Gov- 
ernment, Need  of,  405;  City  and 
State,  405 ;  the  City  Constitution,  406; 
the  City  Legislature,  406;  the  City 
Executive,  406;  City  Departments, 
406;  City  Judiciary,  407;  Municipal 
Reform,  407 ;  France  and  the  United 
States,  407 ;  Local  Government  and 
Centralization,  408. 

House   of    RBPRBBBNTAXivBt,    The 

COMPOHITION  and  ORGANIZATION  OF, 

147-154.- Representative's  Terra,  147; 
Repreftentatlves  Elected  by  the  Peo- 
ple, 147;  Original  Qualificitions  of 
Representatives,  148 ;  Apportionment 
in  Federal  Convention,  149;  Ratios 
and  apportionments,  150 ;  Each  State 
to  have  One,  150 ;  Representation 
and  Suffrage,  151 ;  Vacancies.  151 ; 
the  Speaker,  etc.,  151 ;  Amendment 
XIV.,  152 ;  Origin  of  Three-fifths  Rule, 
152 ;  Effects  of  the  Rule,  153  ;  Amend- 
ments XIII.,  XIV.,  153 ;  the  Census, 
153 ;  Indians  Not  Taxed,  153. 
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ItmACKUEKTa.  I7*-17S.— An  ImpWCh- 
tttvt  DtiatO,  Ijn  ;  filrpslo be  Taken. 
ITS ;  Trial  Court.  171 ;  Uode  of  Trial, 
>7i;  JudgiDcnt.  171;  Umltalioii  of 
tbc  Potter,  173;  Grounds ol  Impcacb- 
merit,  173;  Two-ihirds  Vole.  174:  !"■- 
peachmcDt  Cam.  174 :  tbe  Blount 
«nil  Belknap  Caiei.  173. 

JDDiciAL  PowEB.  The.  Vehtiho  of. 
S91-195.— Peiiud  of  the  Coofedei- 
■tiou.  199  ;  Judiciary  Act  of  1781),  393 : 
FravisiiiDs  of  the  Judiciary  Act.  agj ; 
Preaent  OrgHDizalion  ol  Original 
Ccurta,  993;  Ibe  Clicalt*.  etc.,  994: 
Judffes'  Tenure  of  Office.  "93!  Com- 
pcniationoflhe  Judges.  19s. 

jBoieiAi,  Power,  The.  Ejitekt  op. 
»9J-30O.— Cases,  J97  ;  Law  and  Kqoitjr. 


«7i 


>.  39S;  Clisi 


I  ore 


JunciABV,  TbE'  Sf  e  "  Law,  Conattln- 

Jcuv.  Tkial  by,  306-311.— Place  of 
Trial, 307;  Bight  to  a  Bpeedy  Tri^l.joS ; 
the  Grand  Jury,  joS;  Prestuinitnt  aoA 
IndlclDic  Dt.  3uB ;  Jeopnrdy  of  Life  or 
Limb,  309 :  No  Man  CompeUed  to  be 
ft  Witneu  Agaiiut  Himself.  319 ;  TaV- 
iiiff  Private  Property  Tot  Public  Uae. 
309;  the  Common  Law.  309;  Due 
Proceu  of  Law,  310;  Amendment 
VIII ,  310 :  Llmilations  of  Foiegoiiig 
Provlaioni,  310. 

JPD let* Kits,  Thb  State,  38S-391,— 
VeatinK  the  Judicial  Poirer,  jliS ;  The 
Jualice'i  Court.  388;  County  Court. 
j88|  rrobale  Court.  389;  Superior 
Court.  389;  Supreme  Court,  389; 
Court  of  Appeals,  389 ;  Appointment 
of  Judgei,  390;  Tenure  of  judges,  390; 
Officers  of  Courts,  390;  Jurisdiction 
J90;TrialbyJury.  391. 

Law,  Cohstitutiohai.,  318-311.— The 
American  Goucrnmeut.  ContlKu- 
tieuol.  31S;  conalilutional  Decislona. 
319;  Meaning  of  Uneonililutianal. 
JI9;  Bseriiie  of  the  Power.  319; 
Case  Muat  Arise.  310 :  Pollllcal  Paver 
of  the  Jui.iciary,  310 ;  the  Courts  and 

St>  1  the  Malional  Judiclarv,  311. 
LAwa.  BXACTIHO  OF,  1 3 7-193 —Con Iro- 
vtny  oTCT  CUnia  in  RalaUoD  to  Rev- 


enue  Bills,  187;  Origination  of  Money 
Bills.  IDS :  ReasDD  of  Iht  Bute  in  the 

Veto  Power.  1B9 ;  EOeclt  of  a  Refusal 
to  Sign.  (93;  the  VeloinConyenlion, 

igi ;  Presidential  Velota,  191 ;  Limila- 
lians  of  the  Veto.  19:;    tbe  Commit- 
tee System.  191. 
LKGist4TivE  Power,  the  vestisg  dp. 

Names  of  the  LegislaLure  and  the 
Houses,  144;  True  Theory  of  Rcprc- 
sentaiioD,  145:  Right  of  lustruction. 


379; 


Names,  37B;  Names  ofTwi 
378;  Terms  of  Senatora  ar 
senUlives,  378 ;  Pay  of  Sea 
Rep^e?entalrvc^    379;      N 

Ri  presentative  Populallon, 
tricting  the  Slates.  380;  Legtslaliv* 
Sessions,  381 ;  Length  of  Sessions 
jSi;  PDwer9ofSeparBleeouseB,3g.. 
LegislaUve  Powers.  3?! ;  Legislallvs 
Powers  Reserv-  d,  38a ;  Modes  of  Leg- 
islation, 381 ;  Bnactiug  Laws.  3S3. 

Office.  Eligibilitt  to.  See  "  Suf- 
frsge-- 

politics,  the  Science  op,  9-34.— Mflu 
a  Social  Being.  9;  Sociely  Define^'. 
iq;  Rights  and  Duties.  10;  Social 
Progress,  lo  ;  OfBee  of  Oovcmmeni. 
II ;  Government  Coercive.  It ;  Poli- 
lica  Defined.  II ;  the  State,  u;  the 
Nation,  11;  the  Stale  and  the  Got 
erninent.  13 :  Sovereignly.  14 ;  Hlstor 
icai  Tlieory  ot  Slate,  14  ;  PatHarchul 
Societies.  13 ;  Theory  of  Contraet.  13  ■ 


of  Theo 


rof  C 


Theological  Theory  of  Stale.  iS;  Aris- 
totle's Division  of  GOTcmment,  17; 
Monarchy.  17;  Demoeraty.  17;  Aris- 
tocracy, 17;  Mi«ed  Go'iernmentB,  17; 
Immediate  and  Repreaeotallvi  Oor- 
emments.  18  i  Repr  sent  stive  Cov- 
emnienl,  iS;  the  Reiubllc.  18;  Cen- 
trRllied  and  Dual  Governments,  19; 
Forraaof  Dual  GovemroenlB.  19  Foi- 
erol  Government,  19;  Advan'a^ea  of 
:  Dual  G 


:ivil  C 


'it'll  ■< 
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, ;  Advantages  oltt. 


The,     Qtr/ 


cationa  cl  Ihr  President,  i6j  ;  the 
Vice-President.  i6j:  Remavil  a!  Che 
Prealdeot,  etc,  a66;  tie  Presidential 
Buccession,  j66;  Objections  to  Old 
Rule.  267  ;  Salarits,  j68;  President's 


ns  ot  Appointing  Electors,  5 
St  Mode  of  Procedure.  133  ;  Tb 
St  Presidential  Elections,  : 
ictiOD  of  iSao,  154;  Amcndm 
[.,»;»:  Electionof  1615,356;  E 
1  of  1B76,  3j6;  the  Electoral  Ci 


FliHBI&GNT,  The,  POWEKB  JUfD  DDTtEB 
OF.  iSg-jfls,— The  President  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  Army  and  Navy. 
369;  Reprieves  and  Pardons,  169  ;  the 
Trealy-mating  Power.  370  ;  Steps  in 
Kaklnga  Treaty,  tja;  Congres-  and 
the  Treaty  Power.  271 ;  Jay's  Treaty, 
171 ;  Scope  of  Treaty-making  Power, 
17a;  Relation  of  a  Treaty  to  the 
Conitttulion  and  Laws,  173;  OfEcera 
of  the  United  States,  27] :  ClasscB  of 
Officers,  S74;  Employes  oE  the  Gov- 
ernment. 274;  Vesting  Appointing 
Power,  174;  Namluatloq  and  ConGr- 
aatlon,  275 ;  Courtesy  of  the  Senate, 


rjs:  P 


or,  Under  the  Cobstitution.  155- 
1S9.- Meaning  of  the  Ru.c.  155; 
Method  of,  1793-1843.  15s;  Attempt  to 
Change  the  Rule  in  183J,  156;  Method 
of  1843,  156:  Method  ot  lBi3-lS«3,  157; 
Ninth  and  Tenth  Censuses,  157;  Elev- 
,.  158,159. 


,  176;  the  Spoils  Sys- 
Scrvlce  Refirm,  277; 
ice  Act  of  1867,  27B; 
'  RemovBls.  378;  Pub- 
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for  Prohibitions,  243 ;  Billa  of  Credit, 
243;  Ob'.igation  of  a  Contract,  244; 
Dartmouth  College  Case,  244;  No 
Prohibiiion  on  Congress,  245 ;  Statute 
of  I^imitations,  245 ;  Inspection  Laws, 
245 ;  I^imits  of  this  Power,  246 ;  Ton- 
nage Duties,  246;  State  Troops, 
Ships  of  War,  etc.,  246 ;  the  States 
not  Sovereign,  247. 

States,  The,  National  Guarantbbs 
TO,  336-339.— The  States  Republican, 
336 ;  Congress  to  Decide,  336 ;  Inva- 
sion and  Domestic  Violence,  337 ;  Pro- 
cedure in  Cases  of  Violence,  337 ;  Rea- 
sons for  Distinction,  337  ;  Direct  Re- 
lation of  National  Authority  to  Do- 
mestic Violence,  338. 

States,  The,  Rights  and  Duties  of, 
323-326.r-Public  Acts,  Records,  etc, 
323 ;  Privileges  and  Immunities,  323 ; 
a  Citizen  Defined,  324;  Fugitives 
from  Justice,  324 ;  Surrendering  Fu- 
gitives from  Justice,  325 ;  Fugitives 
from  Service,  325. 

States,  New,  327-335. — Western  Land 
Claims,  327;  Western  Sessions,  328; 
Division  of  Old  States,  329;  Admis- 
sion of  New  States,  329;  Territorial 
Growth,  330;  Territory  and  Terri- 
tories, 330:  Ordinance  of  1787,  330; 
the  Northwest  Territory,  331 ;  Types 
of  Territorial  Government,  331 ;  Pro- 
hibition of  Slavery  in  the  Northwest, 
332 ;  Status  of  a  Territory,  332 ;  New 
States,  list  of,  333;  West  Virginia,  334. 

States,  The,  Relations  of,  to  The 
Union,  369-371.— National  Constitu- 
tion Half  a  Political  System,  369;  the 
Union  Dependent  upon  the  States, 
369;  Proper  State  Sphere,  370;  Rela- 
.  tions  of  Citizen  to  the  Two  Jurisdic- 
tions, 370. 

Suffraob,  392-396.— How  fixed,  392; 
Common  Rule  of  Suffrage,  392;  Citi- 
zenship, 392;  Residence,  392;  Race, 
393;  Education,  393;  Registration, 
393;  Religion,  393;  Variou«<  Disqualifi- 
cations, 394;  Woman's  Sufifiage,  391; 
Cumulative  Voting,  394;  Modes  of 
Voting,  395;  Holding  Office,  395;  Re- 
ligious Tests,  395. 

Territorial  System,  The.  See 
••States,  New." 

Treason,  312--317.— The  Crime  of,  312; 
Abuses  of  the   Punishment  of,  312; 


I^evjring  War,  313;  Giving  an  Enemy 
Aid  and  Comfort,  313;  Modes  of  Con- 
viction, 314;  the  Punishment  De- 
clared, 314;  the  Common  I<aw  Punish- 
ment, 3-5;  Attainder  of  Treason,  315; 
Power  of  Congress  over  Attainder, 
315;  Meaning  of  I^imitation,  316; 
Treason  Against  a  State,  316. 

Union,  The,  Formation  of,  64-72.— 
Relations  of  the  Colonies,  64;  the 
United  States,  65 ;  Colonies  Reorgan- 
ized as  States,  65 ;  the  First  Consti- 
tutions, 66 ;  Source  of  New  Constitu- 
tions, 66;  Models  of  New  Constitu- 
tions, 67 ;  Transition  from  Colony  to 
State,  67 ;  the  Union,  68 ;  the  Ameri- 
can State,  69 ;  Consolidation  of  Colo- 
nies, 69 ;  United  Colonies  of  New  Eng- 
land, 69;  Penn*s  Plan  of  Union,  69; 
Wars  with  French  and  Indians,  70 ; 
Albany  Congress  of  1754,  70 ;  Stamp 
Act  Cong^ss,  70;  Congress  of  1774, 
71 ;  Congress  of  1775,  71 ;  Continental 
Congress,  71 ;  the  Union  Established, 
72 ;  New  Political  Vocabulary,  72. 

Union,  The,  Limitations  of,  236-242. 
—Reasons  for  such  Limitations,  236 ; 
the  Slave  Trade,  236 ;  Habeas  Corpus 
in  England,  237;  Operation  of 
the  Writ,  237 ;  Cases  of  Suspension, 
238;  Who  Shall  Suspend?  238;  Mili- 
tary Arrests  in  Civil  War,  238 ;  the 
Milligan  Case,  239 ;  a  Bill  of  Attain- 
der, 239;  Ex-Post  Facto  Laws,  240; 
Export  Duties,  240 ;  Preferences  as  to 
Ports,  241 ;  Entering  and  Clear- 
ing, 241 ;  Congress  Controls  the 
Treasury,  241 ;  Titles  of  Nobility  and 
Presents,  242. 

Union,  The,  Supremacy  of,  343-345.— 
Validity  of  the  Public  Debt,  343; 
Weak  Point  in  a  Federal  System,  343 ; 
the  Supreme  Law,  344 ;  State  Judges 
Bound,  344;  Oath  Prescribed,  344; 
Limit  of  the  National  Supremacy, 
345 ;  No  Re  igious  Test,  345. 

Union,  T'he,  Theories  of,  346-349.— 
State  Sovereignly,  346;  Secession  of 
Eleven  States,  346;  the  National 
Theory,  347;  Status  of  Seceding  States 
during  the  Rebellion,  348 ;  Supreme 
Court  View,  348 ;  Antagonistic  Theo- 
ries, 349. 

War,  The  Civil.  See  '•  Union,  The, 
Theories  of .»» 
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rick Henry,  Gouvemeur  Morris, 
Washing'.on,  Franklin,  and  Jay. 

Andrews,  L  W. — Manual  of  the  Con- 
stitution. 

Annai^of  Congress. 

Anson,  Sir  W.  R.— The  I*aw  and  Cus- 
tom of  the  Constitution. 

Aristotle. — The  Politics. 

Atlantic  Monthly,  The,  April,  1894. 
('•  The  Referendum  in  Switzerland 
and  America.*') 

Bagehot,  Walter.— The  Bnglish  Con- 
stitution. 

Bancroft,  George.— History  of  the 
United  States ;  Histor>'  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States. 

Benton,  T.  H.— Abridgment  of  the  De- 
bates of  Congress. 

Bishop,  C.  F.— History  of  Elections  in 
the  American  Colonic^. 

BooMB,  R.  H.— Education  in  the  United 
States. 

BORGEAUD,  Charles.  —  Adoption  and 
Amendment  of  Conslitutions  in 
Europe  and  America. 

Bourinot,  J.  G.— A  Manual  of  the 
Constitutional  History  of  Canada 
from  the  Earliest  Period  to  the  year 
1888,  including  the  British  North 
American  Act. 

Brown,  Alexander.— The  Genesis  of 
the  United  States. 

Brtcb,  Rt.  Hon.  Jambs.— The  Ameri 
can  Commonwealth;  The  Holy  Ro- 
man Empire ;  Teaching  Civic  Duty. 
{The  Contemporary  Review^July^  1893. 
P'  14) 


Bureau  of  Education.  —  Report  of 
Commissioner  for  18S8. 

BuRGBss,  J.  W.— Po'aticml  Sdence  and 
Constitutional  I^w. 

Burks,  Edmx:nd.— Speech  on  Taxation 
of  America ;  Speech  on  Conciliation 
of  America. 

Calboun,  J.  C— Works  of. 

Camprbll,  Douglas.— The  Puritan  in 
Holland,  England,  and  America. 

Chalmers,  Gborgb.— Political  Annals 
of  America. 

Coinage  Laws  of  the  United  States. 
1 79>i894.— Fourth  edition,  prepared 
under  the  direction  of  the  Committee 
on  Finance  of  the  Senate. 

Compatre,  Gabriel.  —  I^ectnres  on 
Practical  Pedagogy. 

Compendium  of  the  United  States 
Census,  The,  1870. 

Congressional  Debates.— Annals  of 
Congress  and  Congressional  Record, 
inclusive. 

CoNKLiNG,  A.  R.— City  Government  in 
the  United  Stales. 

CooLET,  T.  M.— Constitutional  limita- 
tions; Principles  of  Constitutional 
I«aw ;  Comparative  Merits  of  Written 
and  Prescrip'.ive  Constitutions. 

CoxE,  Brinton.  —  Judicial  Power  and 
Unconstltulional  I«egislation. 

Craik,  Henry,  The  English  Citi- 
zen.—A  Series  of  Short  Books  on  bis 
Rights  and  Responsibilities. 

Crebhore,  C.  F.  — The  Teaching  of 
Civics  in  the  Schools;  The  Founda- 
tion Principles  of  Government;  Jen- 
kinses Bend ;  A  Primary  Study  in  Gov- 
ernment.   {Education^    Vol,    VIl.^p. 

3^^ P^  4S6.  P* 547) 
Cunningham,  C.  D.— The  Swiss  Con- 
federation.   See  Adams. 

Currier,  C.  F.  a.— Constitution  and 
Organic  I^ws  of  France  from  1875  to 
1889.  Translated  wilh  an  Historic  In- 
troduction. {Annals  of  the  American 
Academy  of  Iblitical  and  Soctal  Sci- 
ence, Supplement,  Vol.  TIT.,  March^ 
r89J.) 
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ARTICLE  XIII. 

Sdction  I. 

I.  Neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude,  eiccpt  as  a  punish- 

lueut  for  crime  wliereof  the  party  shall  have  been  duly  convicted, 

shall  esiat  within  the  United  States,  or  any  place  subject  to  tlieir 

jurisdiction. 

Section  II. 

1.  Congress  shall  have  power  to  enforce  this  article  by  appropriate 
legislation. 

ARTICLE  XIV. 
Section  I. 

I.  All  persona  born  or  naturalized  iu  the  United  States,  andsubject 
to  the  juiisilictiou  thereof,  are  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  oflhe 
State  wherein  tUey  reside.  No  Slate  shall  make  or  enforce  any  law 
which  shall  abridge  the  privileges  or  immunities  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States ;  nor  shall  any  State  deprive  any  person  of  life,  liberty, 
or  property,  without  due  process  of  law  ;  nor  deny  to  any  person 
within  its  jurisdiction  the  equal  protection  of  Ihe  laws. 

Section  II. 
I.  Representatives  shall  be  apportioned  among  the  several  States 
according  to  their  respective  numbers,  couuling  ihe  whole  number  of 
persons  in  each  State,  excluding  Indians  not  taxed.  But  when  the 
right  to  vote  at  any  election  for  the  choice  of  electors  for  President 
and  Vice-President  of  the  United  St:ites,  Representatives  iu  Congress, 
the  Executive  and  Judicial  officers  of  a  Stale  or  the  members  of  the 
Legislature  thereof;  is  denied  to  any  of  the  male  inhabitants  of  such 
State,  being  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  or  in  any  way  abridged,  except  for  participation  in  rebellion, 
or  other  crime,  the  basis  of  representation  therein  shall  be  reduced  in 
the  proportion  which  the  number  of  such  male  citizens  shall  bear  to 
the  whole  number  of  male  citizens  twenty-one  years  of  age  in  such 
State. 

Section  til. 

I.  No  person  shall  be  a  Senator  or  Representative  in  Congress,  or 
elector  of  President  and  Vice-President,  or  hold  any  office,  civil,  or 
military,  under  the  United  Stales,  or  under  ^auy  SLate,  who,  having 
previously  taken  an  oatb,  as  amember  of  Congress,  or  as  an  officer  of 
the  United  States,  or  as  a  member  of  any  Stale  Legislature,  or  as  an 
eieculive  or  j  udicial  officer  of  any  State,  to  support  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  shall  have  engaged  in  insurrection  or  rebellion 
against  the  same,  or  given  aid  or  comfort  to  the  ettemiea  thereof.  But 
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Congress  may  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  each  House,  remove  such  dis- 
ability. 

Section  IV, 

I.  The  validity  of  the  public  debt  of  the  United  States,  authorized 
by  law,  including  debts  incurred  for  payment  of  pensions  and  bounties 
for  services  iu  suppressing  insurrection  or  rebellion,  shall  not  be 
questioned.  But  neither  the  United  States  nor  an  y  State  shall  assume 
or  pay  any  debt  or  obligation  incurred  in  aid  of  insurrection  or  rebel- 
lion against  the  United  States,  or  any  claim  for  the  loss  or  emancipa- 
tion of  any  slave ;  but  all  such  debts,  obligations  and  claims  shall  be 
held  illegal  and  void. 

Section  V. 

I.  The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  enforce,  by  appropriate  legis- 
lation, the  provisions  of  this  article. 

ARTICI^E  XV. 
Section  /. 

1.  The  right  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  vote  shall  not  be 
denied  or  abridged  by  the  United  States  or  by  any  State  on  account 
of  race,  color,  or  previous  condition  of  servitude. 

Section  II, 

2.  The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  enforce  this  article  by  appro- 
priate legislation. 
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Smith,  Goldwih.— The  United  States. 

8PBMCBR,  Herbert,— Bdocation. 

8TA1VWOOD,  Bdward,^ — Hiftory  of  Presi- 
dential Election*. 

Stephens,  A  H.~Tlie  War  Between 
the  States. 

Stevknb,  B.  C— Sources  of  the  Const!- 
tntion  of  the  United  States. 

Story,  Joseph.— Commentaries  on  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  SUtes. 

Stubbs,  Bishop  W.— The  Constitutional 
History  of  England. 

Sumner,  W.  G.— The  Financier  and 
the  Finances  of  the  Revolution;  Alex- 
ander Hamilton. 

Taylor,  Hannis.— Origin  and  Growth 
of  the  English  Constitution. 

Ten  Brook,  Andrew.— American  State 
Universities  and  the  University  of 
Michigan. 

Thwaiths,  R.  G.— The  Colonies.  {^Ep- 
ochs of  American  Hutory.) 

TzBDBMAN,  E.  G.  The  Unwritten  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States. 

Turner,  Samuel  E.— A  Sketch  of  the 
German  Empire  from  Early  Times 
to  the  Dissolution  of  the  Empire. 

United  States  Statutes  At  I^arob. 

United  States  Civil  Sbrvicb  C«m- 
MXsaiON.- Tenth  Report  of. 


Unitbd  States  Sufrbmb  Court  Rb* 

PORTS. 

Vincent,  G.  E' — See  Small. 

Vincbnt,  J.  H.— State  and  Federal  Gov- 
ernment in  Switzerland. 

VoN  Holst,  Dr.  H.— Constitutional  and 
Political  History  of  the  United  States; 
The  Constitution  of  the  U.  S. 

Vosb,  J.  E'— Methods  of  Instruction  in 
Civics.  (Education^  Vol.  VII.,  pp, 
S3i  and6i7.') 

Webster,  Daniel.— Works  of. 

Wharton,  Dr.  Francis.  —Digest  of  the 
International  I«aw  of  the  United 
States. 

Whbaton,  Henry.— Elements  of  In- 
ternational I«aw. 

WiLS«N,  WttDRtw.— The  State.  Ele- 
ments of  Historical  and  Practical  Pol- 
itics. A  Sketch  of  Ins  itutional 
History  and  Administration ;  Con- 
gressional Government. 

WiNS«R,  Justin,— Narrative  and  Crit- 
ical History  of  America. 

W99LSEY,  T.  D.— International  Law; 
Political  Science. 

W««dburn,  J.  A. — Causes  of  the  Ameri- 
can Revolution,  (y.  H,  U.  Studies  in 
Historical  and  Political  Science,  Fifth 
Series,) 


QUESTIONS 


PREPARBD   BY  THE  AUTHOR, 


In  what  facts  does  the 
It  is  political  science? 
te,  the  nation  and  the 
t  recognized 


t.  What  is  the  office  of  governmeut  ?  2. 
necessity  of  government  originate?  3.  Wh; 
4.  What  are  the  diHerencea  betmeeu  Ihe  sts 
government?  5.  Define  tlie  three  kinds  of  j 
by  Aristotle.  6,  Define,  also,  mixed  government,  representative 
government,  the  republic,  centca-lized  and  dual  governments,  the 
forms  of  dual  government,  federal  government,  and  civil  government. 
7.  What  is  a  constitutional  goverument?  3.  What  are  the  re- 
spective advantages  of  written  aad  uawrittea  constitutions?  (IN- 
TRODUCTION.) 

ii  What  were  the  London  and  Plymouth  Companies?  10. 
Name  the  Colonies  planted  by  companies,  by  proprielora,  and  by 
groups  of  individuals.  11.  What  were  the  rights  that  the  charter  of 
1606  gnkranteed  to  the  Colonies  i    {I.  ■) 

12,  Name  the  Colonies  that  constituted  the  several  classes  at  the 
time  of  the  Revolution?  ;j.  What  were  their  common  political 
features?  14.  Describe  the  town  type,  the  county  type,  and  the 
mixed  type  of  local  government.  15.  Wiiat  were  the  powers  of  the 
central  go verumeuts  of  the  Colonies?  16.  What  were  the  civil,  the 
religions,  and  the  political  rights  of  the  Colonies?    (II.) 

17.  Discriminate  between  the  cause  and  the  occasion  of  Ihe  War 
or  Independence?    (III.) 

18.  What  are  the  two  aspects  under  which  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  must  be  considered  ?  19.  What  was  its  most  promi- 
nentresult?    (IV.) 

20.     What  powers  did  the  Continental  Congress  exercise?  ~2i. 
.    Give  the  history  of  the  Articles  of  Confederation.    (V.) 

22.  What  is  the  difference  between  a  confederation  and  a  federal 
slate?    2j.     What  were  the  powers  of  the  Confederation  ?     34.    What 
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were  the  defects  of  the  governments  of  1775-1789?    ^5.    What  was 
/A<?  question  of  1 786  ?    (VI. )    ' 


/.-./''  ^^  •  1--    <' 


^   u 


26.  State  the  steps  leading  up  to  the  Eeaeral  Convention  of  1787. 
(VII.) 

27.  What  were  the  three  great  questions  before  the  Convention  ?. 
Which  was  most  fundamental?  28.  What  were  the  aims  of  the 
National  party  and  the  State  party  respectively  ?  29.  What  was  the 
Virginia  plan  ?    The  Jersey  plan  ?    30.     What  were  the  aims  of  the 

large-Stat^  party  and  the  smalUState  party  ?*H  VIII.) 

!  ■l;  •"•■ 

31.  What  are  the  three  compromises  of  the  Constitution  ? —32. 
Was  the  fundamental  question  answered  in  a  National  or  a  State 

33.     Divide  the  friends  of  the  Constitution  into  classes.     Also  its 

enemies,     34.    What  was  the  question  about  a  bill  of  right*?--  35. 

3^  State  the  different  ways  in  which  tjie  Articles  of  Confederation  and 

the  Constitution  were   ratified.  /Ik^  What  was  the  Mslssachusetts 

plan  of  ratification  ?    Why  necessary  ?    (X.) 

37.  What  action  did  Congress  take  when  the  ratifications  of  nine 
States  had  been  reported  ?  38.  State  the  material  facts  attending 
the  inauguration  of  the  new  government.     (XI.) 

39.  What  is  meant  by  the  priority  of  the  States  ?  40.  By  the 
first  and  second  divisions  of  powers  ?  41.  Define  the  different  Jjiinds 
of  powers  f.  inherent  and  delegated,  expressed  and  implied,  pro- 
hibited»  reserved,  and  concurreiit."'  (XII.) 

42.  Is  the  General  Government  a  National  system  or  a  State  sys- 
tem ?-  43.  What  are  the  ends  for  which  the  Constitution  was  ordained 
as  expressed  in  the  preamble  ?  44.  What  sovereign  power  ordains 
the  Constitution  ?    (XIII.) 

45.  Define  the  fiat  and  the  organic  theories  of  the  Constitution. 
46.  What  are  the  three  departments  of  the  Government,  and  what 
are  their  relations  ?    (XIV.) 

[At  this  stage  of  proceedings  it  is  recommended  that  the  student 
carefully  read  the  Constitution  through,  in  connection  with  the 
present  chapter.    See  the  Appendix,  X.] 
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47-  Wbat  is  the  bicameral  system  ?-  48.  What  is  the  true  theory 
of  representation?    (XVI.) 

49,     By  whom  are  Representatives  elected,  and  for  what  time  >   - 
50.     What  are  their  qualificStidnaf'    51.     What  is  the  Constitutional 
/     rule  for  apportioning  representation  among  the  States  ?    52.    What 
/        are  the  officers  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  how  are  they 
f  ■■'.(■^''chosen?    (XVII.) 

'  (  53-     What  change  was  made  iu  the  method  of  apportioning  Rep- 

resentatives in  1843  ?     (XVIII.)  ,  ■    ;,■■     _, 

54,     How  is  the  Seuite  'made  up  ?    55.     What  are  the  qiikXiEci- 
tibns  iof  Senators,  aud  for  what  term  are  they  elected?    56.     Why 
L  '      art  they  divided'rat'o  tfi^ee  classes  ?    57.     Under  what  circumstancea 
".    doiBth4vice-Pres!lient  vote  in  the  Senate?,   fSIS-1   "  ,,■.  ' 

58.  What  are  the  general -ticket  plan  and  the 'district  plat 
electing  Representatives.'  59.  What  authority  does  the  districting?^"-^ 
What  is  "gerrymandering  "?  60.  What  are  the  main  points  of  the  If 
law  of  1 855  relating  to  electing  Senators?    4XX.) 

61.  What  are  the  duties  of  the  House  of  Representatives  and  the 
Senate  respectively  in  an  impeachment  case  ?  6j.  Who  may  be 
impeached,  and  for  what  offenses  f  63.  What  authority  declares  the 
pttoTstment ?    How  far  may  it  go?    (XXI.) 

64.     What  is  a  quorum?    65.     What  are  the  different  modeaof 

voting  in  the  Houses?    (XXII.)  ' 

66.     What  are  the  material  facts  in  regard  to  paying  Senators    ■.'  t* 

and  Representatives?      67.     What  is  meant  hy  being  "  privileged"  '  .  .' 

from  arrest,  and  not  being  "  questioned,"  etc,  ?    (JCXUI.,) .  '  i, 


69.  DeSne  dir^Wt  an'ciindirect  jk)r^;,sl_iii^?|iifep6sts,  aude: 
internal  revenue  and  '  iofcaiBftWUf' Ji^,„  What  is  the  difference 
uctween  a  national  bond  aud  ^  treasury  note^  71,  What  was  the 
r'legal  tender  act  of  ia62?-i-72.  How  does  Congress  regulate  the 
value  of  money  ?  73.  What  is  meant  by  the  ratio  of  15.898  to  i  (or 
popularly  16  to  i)  ?  74.  What  are  the  principal  features  of  the 
National  Banlting  System?  75.  What  is  meant  by  the  regulation  of 
commerce  ?    76.    What  ore  the  dutiaa  of  the  Interstate  Commerce 
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Commission?  77.  What  are  the  rules  governing  naturalization? 
7S.  What  is  a  bankrupt  act  ?  79.  What  are  the  provisions  of  the 
Constitution  in  regard  to  weights  and  measures?  Jii9i  How  is  coun- 
terfeiting punished  under  the  law  ?  81.  What  are  the  two  kinds  of 
post-offices?  82.  What  steps  are  taken  to  obtain  a  copyright?  A 
patent-right?  83.  What  are  piracies  and  felonies  on  the  high  seas 
and  offences  against  the  laws  of  nations?  84.  What  is  the  differ- 
ence between  the  regular  army  and  the  militia?  85.  How  is  the 
District  of  Columbia  governed  ?  86.  What  is  the  docbrine  of  inwUed 
powers  ?  87.  What  are  the  principles  of  the  \.^o  iSLSki&otXxti^  \  Jy 
tutional  construction  ?    (XXV.)  >' 

88.    What  is  the  purpose  and  operation  of  the  wyit  yof^abeas     / 
Corpus  ?    89.    What  are  bills  of  attainder  and  ex-post  facto  la^  ? 
90.    What  are  entering  and  clearing  ?   91.    What  are  the  rules  relat- 
ing to  titles  of  nobility  and  presents  to  persons  holding  office? 

V   (XXVI.) 

0  92.  What  are  the  reasons  for  the  prohibitions  obtained  in  Clause 
I,  Section  10  ?  93.  How  do  these  prohibitions  affect  the  question  of 
State  sovereignty  ?    (XXVII.) 

.         94.    What  are  the  arguments  for  and  against  a  single  executive  ? 

T  (XXVIII.) 

95.  What  causes  led  to  Amendment  XII  of  the  Constitution? 

(XXIX.)  — '" 

96.  What  was  the  design  of  the  electoral  plan  for  electing  Presi- 
dent and  Vice-President?  97.  State  the  five  steps  in  the  election  of 
President  and  Vice-President.-t  98.  Under  what  circumstances  does 
the  House  of  Representatives  elect  the  President  and  the  Senate  the 
Vice-President  ?  --99.  What  are  the  rules  under  which  the  Houses 
act  in  such  cases?    (XXX.) 

100.  Give  the  order  of  the  succession  in  case  of  the  death,  etc.,  of 
the  President.  loi.  Why  should  the  President's  salary  not  be 
increased  during  his  term  ?    (XXXI. ) 

102.  What  are  the  steps  in  making  a  treaty  ?  103.  Why  should 
the  President  be  commander-in-chief  of  the  %rmy  and  navy  ?  104. 
What  are  the  three  classes  of  officers  with  respect  to  the  mode  of  their 
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appointment?    105.    What  is  the  part  of  the  President  and  Senate 

in  making  appointments  ?    106.    How  are  removals  made  when  the 

Senate  is  in  session  ?    When  it  is  not  in  session  ?     107.    ^What  are  the 

*-  duties  of  public  ministers  and  consuls  ?    (XXXII.) 

108.  The  functions  of  the  Executive  departments  ?  109.  What  is 
thejgabinet  ?  and  what  are  its  relations  to  the  President  ?    (XXXIII.) 

1 10.    What  are  the  several  grades  of  United  States  courts  called? 
HE.    What  are  the  rules  relating  to  the  judges'  tenure  of  office  and 
,  salary?    (XXXIV.) 

112.  How  far  does  the  judicial  power  extend?  113.  What  are 
the  several  kinds  of  jurisdiction  ?  114.  What  is  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  several  classes  of  courts  ?    (XXXV.) 

115.  What  are  the  functions  of  the  grand  and  petit  juries? 
116.  What  is  it  to  give  an  enemy  aid  and  comfort  ?  117.  What  is 
now  the  punishment  of  treason  ?  118.  What  is  the  limitation  in 
respect  to  attainder  of  treason  and  corruption  of  blood?  (XXXVI.) 

119.  What  is  a  constitutional  decision?  120.  What  is  an  un- 
constitutional law  ?  (XXXVIII.) 

121.  What  is  the  rule  in  regard  to  fugitives  from  justice  ? 
(XXXIX.) 

122.  What  are  the  differences  between  a  State  and  a  Territory  ? 
123.    How  is  a  new  State  admitted  to  the  Union  ?    (XL. ) 

124.  How  is  domestic  violence  suppressed  in  ordinary  cases? 
In  extraordinary  cases  ?    (XLI.) 

125.  What  are  the  two  steps  to  be  taken  in  making  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution?    (XLII.) 

126.  How  does  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  guard  the 
weak  point  in  a  federal  system  ?    (XLIII.) 

127.  What  are  the  State-sovereignty  and  National  theories  of 
our  Constitution  ?    (XLIV.) 

128.  What  is  Article  VII.  of  the  Constitution  ?    (XLV.) 

129.  Why  are  the  ten  First  Amendments  to  the  Constitution 
called  a  Bill  of  Rights  ?  130.  What  did  Amendment  XIII  accom- 
plish?  XIV?    XV?    (XLvr.) 
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131.  What  is  the  National  sphere  of  the  Ainericati  Govemiueiit? 
The  State  sphete  ?    (XI^VIII. ) 

132.  In  what  points  do  the  letter  State  constitutions  differ  from 
the  earlier  ones?  133.  How  are  limitations  imposed  on  the  State 
governments  ?    ( L. ) 

134.  Of  what  Houses  are  the  State  I^egislatures  composed  ?  135. 
What  are  the  powers  of  the  Houses  separately  ?    (I^I.) 

136.  What  are  the  duties  of  a  Governor?  137.  Name  the  State 
executive  departments.    (I^II.) 

138.  What  are  the  various  classes  of  State  courts ?    (LUX.) 

139.  What  are  the  ordinary  qualifications  for  exercising  the 
rights  of  suffrage?  140.  In  what  States  have  women  this  right? 
(IvIV.) 

141.  In  what  parts  of  the  country  are  the  three  systems  of  local 
government  found  ?  142.  What  is  a  New  England  town  meeting  ? 
143.  What  are  the  two  types  of  thfc  mixed  system  ?  144.  What  are 
the  principal  features  of  a  municipal  government  ?    (I^V.) 

145.    What  is  the  range  of  education  provided  by  the  States? 

146.  What  are  the  leading  features  of  State  school  administration  ? 

147.  What  is  the  difference  between  the  town  and  district  systems  ? 

148.  From  what  sources  do  the  school  funds  come  ?    149.    What 
has  Congress  done  for  education  in  the  United  States  ?    (LVI.) 

150.  What  are  the  features  of  the  class  of  federal  states  to  which 
the  United  States  belong?  151.  What  io  we  mean  by  the  dual 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  ?  152.  What  are  the  relations  of 
the  State  side  and  the  National  side  of  the  American  Government  ? 
(CONCLUSION.) 
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